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Abstract
Lack of social and economic infrastructure in the forest villages in Albania and in
Valbona National Park, located inside of the territory of Margegaj Commune, Tropoja
District too, has led to social pressure for vulnerable forest resources, which, call for step
by step approaches to return to sustainable management of forest resources and the
protection of them. The traditionally knowledgeable (TK), inheritably originated local
people have the right to live in their environment, yet, calls for concern for vulnerability
not at the cost of destroyable natural resources, which alter/dwindle the stability of the
ecosystems. Henceforth, Forest Planning should take account of the demands of the local
people in order to meet social needs that are directly/indirectly dependant forest
resources. As an opportunity-based customs income-generating activities should be
offered to rural communities. Thus, Ecotourism implementations should have suitability
and beneficiary of the sectors of forest villages under most, best applicable ecological
sustenance in terms of ecosystem safety and rural security. In this regard, ecotourism
projects should aim for direct and indirect improvement of income levels and living
standards of the local people. Reduction of pressures on the natural resources, protection
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of the ecological balance, cooperation among regions and countries, and acceleration of
information and experience exchange between rural and urban people can be ensured by
ecotourism project handled by the scientist-technocrat of varied and allied sectors to
sustain Valbona National Park under geo-climatic sustainability.
KEYWORLDS:
Biodiversity, Forest, Forest Village, Forest Villagers, Ecotourism,
Geo-climatic sustainability, Sustainable Development, Tropoja District, Margegaj
Commune, Valbona National Park.
1. Introduction
The present paper aims and challenges to introduce the dwindled situations of the forest
areas and to reciprocate to overcome the loss/es by means of introduction of ecotourism
with an array of activities at country level through Albanian Forestry and Communal
Responsible staffs as beneficiary to forests and forest villages in Valbona National Park,
located inside of the territory of Margegaj Commune, Tropoja district, Albania. The
paper also discusses and calls for, to learn through experiences of the on-going projects
of other Nations, keeping Albania in line with. Albania, in order to formulate its
ecotourism goals and perspectives must understand the Albanian foresters mainly of
Turkish foresters and related publics introduced who are related to ecotourism portfolios
for sustainability and sustenance of forest as well as rural management and also
development simultaneously. In this regard, a very detailing accumulations and
observations and research has gone in, in the present study, to discuss some projects that
are to be implemented or in the stages of formulations concerned with its aims, activities,
drawbacks and constraints.
2. Definition of key concepts
Understanding the concept of and issues surrounding the concepts especially ecotourism
and its essentiality for successful planning and implementation of the same.
2.1. Ecotourism
The term “Ecotourism” initially introduced by Kenton Miller in 1978 (Rahemtulla and
Wellstead 2001), to describe nature-based travels to relatively undisturbed areas with an
emphasis laid as educative proposition; which, later resumed to scientific-based planning,
management and development of sustainable tourism protocols with dual interests of
protection of the biome and as healthier money-making ventures.
Ecotourism is an enlightening, participatory travel experience of an environment,
both natural and cultural, that ensures the sustainable use, at an appropriate level, of
environmental resources and, whilst producing viable economic opportunities for the
tourism industry and host communities, makes the wise use of these resources through
conservation beneficial to all tourism role players. Ecotourism is being explanatory at
vivid angles – as a cultural tourism rather a cross cultural experiences; as a nature tourism
assisting with conservation programs; as a travel-learn experience to discover and to
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highlight features to cope up with unchangeable modernity; as a soft/light adventure just
being to the self with sustainable eco-concerns; and to benefit by large the well beingness
of the indigenous locals (Anonymous 1, 2001; Arvjen Lushaj et al. 2007).
The main criteria of successful ecotourism projects are to promote effectively the
preservation of the existing ecosystem to its near-naturals, to be economically viable in
order to attract ecotourism investors, developers and tourists. Thus well planned,
systematically financed and manageable markets are in need in order to meet the
stringent environmental and recreational demands of the country like Albania
(Anonymous 1, 2001; Arvjen Lushaj et al. 2007).
2.2. Sustainable Development
Sustainability of the forests has been accepted as the main principle of the forestry
profession for long time. At present, especially after Rio Earth Summit in 1992,
sustainable development or sustainable resource management has become an attractive
idea for resource managers (Warner, 1997). Early in the development of the concept of
sustainable development, it was recognized that there was a need to link conservation of
resources with the development needs of rural population depended on the resources
(Gilmour, 1995; Arvjen Lushaj et al. 2007).
In this study, sustainability term is used as a concept for decision makers that can
be used to assess the consequences of their actions on human communities and nature.
And, it contains values on social structure, culture, traditions, economic opportunity, and
ecosystems and their species. As reported in McCool (1995) of tourism and environment,
this has been observed and rated as a concept of sustainability in ecotourism with its four
key challenges:
1- A better understandings of touristic or ecotourism value and wise use natural
environments;
2- Enhancement of community-dependent tourism or ecotourism as an industry;
3Identification of social and environmental impact/s due to tourism or
ecotourism; and
4- Implementation of sustainable renewable systems to manage impacts (Gilmour,
1995; Arvjen Lushaj et al. 2007).
2.3. Forest Villagers
Forest resources and ecotourism planning must take many ecological, social and
economic variables into account. Social and economic variables consist of the
characteristics of forest villagers. Albania misses the Legal Law and Order for forest
villagers; by doing so, it shall benefit the forest villagers in claiming any financial and
technical support by either Central or Local Institutions under the Ministry of
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Environment, Ecology and Forestry to concern and care of the forests. In the present
context, the villagers who have no legal status are thus termed/defined as forest villagers,
although they may get affected by their free-use of forest resources and lobbying in the
current decisions plan of ecotourism (Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj, Vera Malsia 2013).
3. Highlights of the current scenario pertaining to ecotourism globally considering
Albania
Albania’s "natural" membership in the EU seeks new standards of State Control to the
Protection of Nature and the environment in toto.
Determination of the Universe is already justified by various scientific theories,
whose origin comes from ancient Greece and the famous Pythagoras and Aristotle’s
philosophy which have reflected on immediate needs, social and real; vicious cycle
existed although the ages and evident that the meaning of morality imposed by
authorities violated scientific alternatives. However, the current discovery of “God
Particle” does explain the riddle of the Universe (Mehmet Metaj, 2013).
Hellenistic physics of eternal return is translated in favor of linear evolution; as
the work of some theologians, who in the early Christian era refused approval of sacred
history against dimensioning and regeneration of the “natural world”, wherein,
supersonic nature always copy them, while man has been seeing and negating it in
different functions depending on the ages (Mehmet Metaj, 2013).
Across the globe are 4.1 billion ha of forests. Of the total area of our planet
(Earth) from 51 billion ha, 74% covered by water (oceans, seas, lakes, rivers), 26% is dry
land that constitutes 13.18 billion ha. And 31% of this dry land is covered by forests, ie
8% of the planet's land surface. Is subtracted here low forests (shrub) raised borders and
tender marshes, deserts and half-deserts and only 5% of forest remain high. For about 6.3
billion population falls 0.6 ha of forest per capita. This is a great treasure of the earth for
mankind
(Mehmet
Metaj,
2013).
Each year as part of the green forests, the planet Earth absorbs 123 billion tons of
carbonic anhydride, to have its large burden on 34% of tropical forests to absorb gases
followed by Savanna with 26% even though occupying an area twice the rainforest. The
figures are staggering, but the trends are clear: the planet is heading towards a major
confrontation of interests as the growing needs for food, energy and climate security
exerting increased pressure on land and water with its another catastrophic trends of deforestation in the Amazon (Latin America / South) of 4.5 million ha/year and in second
place stands Africa with 0.4 million ha/ year (Mehmet Metaj, 2013).
Thus mentioning clearly in the words of Mehmet Metaj (2013), humanity for the
first time in its history (is before a moment) should be selected with the emergency, not
only in terms of conditions and situations of planet earth, but in general about the
conditions that made possible the emergence and human adaptation in this planet. Any
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man, released by religious superstitions and turrets can be a relatively free being and
contribute to the avoidance of disasters and ecological apocalypse is (considering
knocking) already strong. While F. Nietzsche says that "if the truth can ever achieve what
can be achieved by an individual who rejects everything that society/religion calls
himself as important and only superman could live with authenticity and successful.
The present contexts discussions are provoked and inspired by the global warming
and climate debate are intensified by the recent Copenhagen Summit (Mehmet Metaj,
2013), wherein country like Albania being a small NATO Nation, still not having any
responsibility in protective acts and protective implementations. As early as possible, the
conditions and standards are must be met in order to get Integration with EU and to have
a membership to have control to protect nature and environment by large having its
sustainable farming and farm-led industrial activities with utmost care for nature or in
accordance to near-naturalness.
Albania with its Mediterranean climate is a relatively rich in natural resources;
about 52% of the country's territory is covered with forests and pastures (1.5 million ha
of forest and 480 thousand ha of pastures). However, the administration and their
government over the years and especially during the transition period leave less concern
for the rural poverty and that the rural majorly survive on forests with its no bylaws or
rule what so ever.
3.1. Forestry in Albania
Albania, a relatively small area, has wide range of ecological systems that are the result
of broken relief; main environmental areas include coastal area (accompanied by the
Adriatic and Ionian Seas), lagoons and estuaries, lakes and wetlands, pastures, forest
grove’s average altitude (mainly oak and chestnut, severely affected by man for
centuries), mountainous large forests (pine and beech), alpine and glacial areas. The main
socio-economic activities across the country reflect great diversity of ecological
landscape, covered by mountains, hills, slopes, valley areas, with a rugged territory and
of beautiful landscapes. The average height above the sea is 708 m, almost twice the
European average height, which makes Albania difficult to use and regenerate forests.
The landscape is rugged defense made by human pressure and by animal, islands with
natural forests, as evidence of the country's former coverage. Forests and pastures remain
an important natural resource of the country (Mehmet Metaj, 2013).
Albania’s population has reached 3.401.198 inhabitants and country’s total forest
area is: 1.502.161 ha. The forest area by ownership is state-owned: 1.488.041 ha
(99.06%) of which in community use 750.000 ha (50 %) and private-owned: 14.120 ha
(0.94%)
(Mehmet
Metaj,
2013).
The forest area based on the land cover map the total forest area is determined
(Mehmet Metaj, 2013) to be about 1.502 million ha, which is higher than previous
estimates. The total forest percentage (high forest, coppice, shrubs) is about 52 %, if only
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coppice and high forest are considered, then the forest cover percent is 37%, which is
consistent with previous estimates (Mehmet Metaj, 2013).
Forest area by management system is broken as following: The high forest area
was determined as 448. 922 ha (30 %), the coppice forest with the highest coverage of
623. 799 ha (41 %) and the shrub forest with 429. 440 ha (29 %). The total area for the
high forest is 449.000 ha, for coppice about 624.000 ha, together about 37% of the total
area. If shrubs are included with about 429.400 ha the total forest area amounts to about
1.5 million ha. Forest area per capita: 0.442 ha. The high forest area was determined as
448.922 ha, the coppice forest with the highest coverage of 623.799 ha and the shrub
forest with 429.440 ha. Forest area by main forest functions: production forest: 1,172,737
ha (78.07%), Protection forest: 720,586 ha (47.97%), grazing forest (shrubs+coppice):
602, 967 ha (40.14%), recreation forest areas: 38,155 ha (2.54%) (Mehmet Metaj, 2013).
On the other hand, as a result of great range of climatic and topographical conditions
prevailing in the country, forest ecosystems show great diversity (Dogru, 1997; Bashkim
Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj, Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen
Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj, Vera Malsia 2013).
3.2. Forest villages and villagers’ of Albania
In Albania, today 1359000 forest villagers live at 2013 villages located inside/ nearby the
forests. There are about 706680 villagers inside forest and about 652320 villagers next to
forests. Due to their limited land resources as well as lack of alternative sources of
income, these communities have traditionally been heavily dependent on utilizations
from the forest areas. Forest villagers are the poorest community in Albania. They take
the lowest share from the national income and such public services as health and
education (Anonymous 2, 2001; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj, Vera
Malsia, 2008; ; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj, Vera Malsia 2013).
Forest villagers’ sole income sources are forests. Economic activities of villagers
are especially based on forestry and timber production. Other income sources consist of
the works such as maintenance, operation, safeguarding and protection of these forests,
and the right of utilization of these sources. However, such ordered forest works and
rights of utilization are far from satisfying their living expenses and needs. Therefore,
they apply intensive pressures on the forests by the demolition of forests to gain new
arable lands, illegal tree cuttings, using the forests as illegal pastures for animal breeding,
and even intentional forest fires to create new business fields (Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen
Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj, Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa
Lushaj, Vera Malsia 2013).
Scarcity of the employment opportunities without forestry activities and difficult
living conditions force the forest villager’s especially young people, to seek alternative
jobs locally or to migrate out of the village areas or out of district or out of our country.
Result is continuous and rapidly increasing migration rate to large urban centers and
increasing problems of irregular urbanization and unemployment (Bashkim Lushaj,
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Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj, Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj,
Arnisa Lushaj, Vera Malsia 2013).
In order to develop the forest villages, and hence, prevent pressures on forests and
rural migrations, Forest Services are under the Ministry of Environment, Forests and
Water Administration. There is a directorate, and this directorate doesn’t provides
incentive credit facilities and technical support services to expand various incomecreating activities, such as breeding, poultry, beekeeping, fishing, green houses, carpet
weaving, medical and aromatic plant cultures, etc. in the forest villages, but the
governmental subsidies remain short, as the resources are scarce and limited (Anonymous
2, 2001; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj, Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj, Vera Malsia 2013).
3.2. 1. About forest villages and forest villagers in Valbona National Park
Valbona Valley (Valbona National Park) is located in the Northeast part of Albania
(Alps), and based on the Guidelines for Protected Area Management Categories, IUCN
World Commission on Protected Areas with the assistance of the World Conservation
Monitoring Centre and Decision of The Council of Ministers, it was approved as a
National Park (Category II) with a surface of 8000 ha. The protected area is managed
mainly for ecosystem protection and recreation. Based on the Decision No. 88, dated
01.03.1993 of the Council of Ministries “On Designation of Tourism Priority Areas”, in
the touristic mountainous parts of the Country the Valbona National Park is the Priority
Areas for Tourism (Council of Ministries, 1993; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia,
2008; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj,
Arnisa Lushaj, Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj, Vera
Malsia 2013).

Photo- 1: Valbona National Park
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Photo - 2: Valbona Valley

Photo - 3: Valbona National Park
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Photo - 4: Valbona Valley

Photo - 5: Valbona National Park
In Valbona National Park, today 950 forest villagers live at 7 villages located
inside or nearby the forests. There are 5 villages inside forest and 2 villages next to
forests. Due to their limited land resources as well as lack of alternative sources of
income, these communities have traditionally been heavily dependent on utilizations
www.oiirj.org
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from the forest areas. Forest villagers are the poorest community in Albania and in
Valbona National Park, Tropoja district too. They take the lowest share from the national
income and such public services as health and education (Anonymous 2, 2001; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj, Vera
Malsia. 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj, Vera Malsia 2013).
In Valbona Valley (Valbona National Park) there are Koçanaj, Shoshan, Klysyrë,
Dragobi, Valbonë, Çerem and Rragam villages, in Margegaj Commune, Tropoja district
(Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi,
2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj, Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj, Vera Malsia 2013).
3.3. SWOT Analysis for Ecotourism in Albania
If somebody analyzes the situation of the ecotourism in Albania, a table as seen in Table
1 may be drawn. Albania has been living early stages for ecotourism. This situation may
be resulted as a strength or weakness. There are many opportunity can be used as
ecotourism activity. Natural resources should be utilized in accordance with sustainability
principle and the education of these matters should be given to under developed portion
of the people.
On the other sides, protective and environmental functions of the forest resources
are becoming more then more important functions than timber raw material production of
the forests. Forests house rich variety of flora and fauna species, conserve biodiversity of
forest ecosystems and genetic diversity of great number of native and endemic species
which should play vital environmental and economic roles for the present as well as
future generations at local national and even global levels (Arvjen Lushaj et al. 2007;
Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi,
2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj, Vera Malsia, 2008).
Amenity and recreation functions of forest areas have also increasingly gained
importance for rapidly urbanizing populations of the country and they are expected
become the prime management and utilization objective of the significant forest areas in
the near future. Population structure has been changing and share of the population in
urban are increasing (Arvjen Lushaj et al. 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia,
2008; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj,
Arnisa Lushaj, Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj, Vera
Malsia 2013).
Table 1: SWOT Analysis for Ecotourism in Albania and at the Valbona National
Park too
Strengths

Weaknesses

Natural and mixed forests, which
www.oiirj.org
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are contain rich biodiversity; tourism
or
ecotourism
facilitators;
Existence of the tourism or Low cooperation's among tourism or ecotourism
ecotourism
facilitators; agencies
and
forest
resource
managers;
Existence of the infrastructure on Criteria and planning problems in tourism or
natural
resource; ecotourism planning concerning its social, cultural
Authentic and rich cultural and
ecological
aspects;
structure
in
forested
area; Low interest to improve decision models on
Labor capacity which has well tourism
or
ecotourism
planning;
knowledge needed for ecotourism Low support for tourism or ecotourism project in
activities can be employed in local
or
governmental
level;
ecotourism at local level.
Insufficient experience and interest of the forest
villagers to jobs out of the timber production.

Opportunities

Threats

Growing markets in Valbona
National Park, Albania and global Increasing of the visitors, which are misdirected
manner;
and
uncontrolled
to
protected
areas;
Contemporary
advantages Illegal hunting and trade on endemic species; as
concerning geographic position of a result of missplanned and directed eco-tours,
Valbona National Park and Albania degradation of natural resource and local cultures;
too;
Transformation of the tourism or ecotourism
New job and income possibilities from nature friendship activities to new product for
generated by tourism or ecotourism; market;
To improve the awareness on Unstability of national market on tourism or
nature conservation in national, local ecotourism and macroeconomic risks (Bashkim
and
cultural
level; Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim Mal
New financial sources for Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim
protected areas and for tourism or Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj, Vera Malsia
ecotourism.
2013).

4. Ecotourism activities in Albania
The term ecotourism is not well known in Albania. Many mass tourism agencies collect
their activities such as trek tour, safari tour or resting in national park under ecotourism
title. But, it is arguable to call as ecotourism. However, there are some projects, which
can be accepted as well planned and well targeted concerning sustainable management
principle. Hereafter, these projects have been introduced briefly (Arvjen Lushaj et al.
2007).
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4.1. Pilot study project for ecotourism in forest villages
Study project villages selected which are located in the Northeast part of Albania. For the
study project implementation was applied for financial support by Environmental Impact
Assessment Center, Tirana, Albania. Environmental Impact Assessment Center, Tirana,
Albania as applicant plan to realize the project with collaboration of private sector and
public administrations in Valbona National Park. (Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia,
2008; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj,
Arnisa Lushaj, Vera Malsia 2013).
The study project aims improvement of the income levels of the people living in
Valbona Valley (Koçanaj, Shoshan, Klysyrë, Dragobi, Çerem, Valbone and Ragam
villages), in Tropoja district by means of the ecotourism application, using their own
natural, cultural and historical resources (Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008;
Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa
Lushaj, Vera Malsia 2013).
The study project covers the ecotourism applications aims at improving the socioeconomic conditions of the forest villagers of low income level living in the forest
villages by means of using their own natural, cultural and historical resources without
damaging the natural environment, but letting the villagers know such beauties and
resources can provide them a constant income. Introduction of home boarding business
by restoring the village houses and the promotion and marketing of the regional home
and handicrafts to tourists makes it possible to offer the beauties of natural environment
and rural life and various sportive activity facilities to the utilization of the urban tourists,
so that the living standards of regional people could be improved with the protection of
natural environment (Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim Mal Lushaj &
Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj, Vera Malsia
2013).
4.2. Participatory activity selection of ecotourism planning: A case study of the
Valbona valley (Valbona National Park), Albania
The duration of this research project is 4 years. The project owner Environmental Impact
Assessment Center, Tirana, Albania.
The aim of this research project was to apply the "Analytic Hierarchy Process",
which is one of the operations research techniques for solving complex multiple criteria
decision problems, for taking decision makers-the public-stakeholders and experts'
preferences into account in choosing alternative activities of ecotourism planning for
Valbona Valley (Valbona National Park), Tropoja.
In this research project, assessment forms for determining alternative ecotourism
activities and capacity of the region will be prepared and apply to Valbona Valley firstly.
So alternative ecotourism activities in study area will be determined. Secondly the
representatives of decision makers, the public, stakeholders and experts will be defined
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and questionnaire forms of Analytic Hierarchy Process technique will be filled by
representatives. Thus by using this technique decision maker, the public, stakeholders and
experts' preferences will be clarified. So alternative ecotourism activities of the Valbona
Valley can be evaluated with respect to judgments made by decision makers, the public,
stakeholders and experts (Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim Mal
Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008).
4.3. Ecotourism in biodiversity and natural resource management project, a need of
time in Albania and in Valbona Valley (Valbona National Park) in particular
Based in Turkish experiences the project objective was reported in project document as
“to establish effective, intersectoral, participatory planning and sustainable management
of protected areas and natural resources at four selected biodiversity conservation
demonstration sites and build capacity at the national level to facilitate replication of
these activities at priority conservation sites throughout Turkey" (GEF II, 2000). So,
Ecotourism in Biodiversity and Natural Resource Management Project is a need of time
in Albania.
Concretely, as seen from objective of the project, GEF II in Turkey was a
conservation project. Four sites in different regions were selected for the project. These
sites have a significant capacity for ecotourism activities. They have interesting
components of the flora and fauna besides ecosystems and also undisturbed areas
concerning their local cultural structures.
In Turkey, the project started in 2008 and it was terminated in 2010. Expected
benefits of the ecotourism in project were seen. In first two years of the project realized
the inventories only. Aim of the inventories was to determine the alternatives, which can
be candidate ecotourism activities and clarify social and economic constraints or
opportunities. Some specific check lists and questionnaire forms were prepared using the
guide books such as (McIntyre. 1993) to implement inventory activities. Also, some
social assessment activities were applied in each project sites. As a result of the social
assessment, it is seen that local people has labor and hosting facilities, but they used to
work based on forest cutting and they don't believe to earn money from ecotourism.
Level of the awareness of local people on ecotourism and its benefits is the most
important constraint of the project.
Let’s believe to be the same and in our country, Albania with some projects!
4.4. Analyses
Analyzing the earlier situation in Valbona Valley (Valbona National Park), in 2007 2008 the main problems were:
•
•
•
www.oiirj.org

No Management Plan of the Valbona National Park;
No information for marketing for the Valbona National Park;
No reclaims for the Valbona National Park;
ISSN 2249-9598

Page 134

Online International Interdisciplinary Research Journal, {Bi-Monthly}, ISSN 2249-9598, Vol-IV, Jan 2014 Special Issue

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Existing the Communal Forest Plan, but with lot of missing in implementation
of it at the Valbona National Park and outside of it;
No good administration by the responsible staff of the Forest Service of the
Tropoja district and the staff of Margegaj Commune;
No administration office, equipments and assessors for the responsible staff of
the Forest Service of the Tropoja district;
Four specialists only are unable for the safeguarding and protection of the
Valbona National Park;
Existing on Forest and Forest Service’s Low, but with lot of missing in
implementation of it at the Valbona National Park;
Existing on Protected Areas Low, but with lot of missing in implementation of
it at the Valbona National Park;
No investments for the Valbona National Park by Ministry of Environment or
other institutions at central and local levels;
Missing of the Albanian Forest Law for villagers who live within or near
forest areas;
Illegal fishing and overfishing using explosives in Valbona River and some
torrents;
No good social mobilization and low public awareness;
Eco-tours and ecotourists (ecotravellers) are either unorganized or
sporadically organized;
Existing a partial study for Urbanization Study and no good implementation
of it on the Valbona National Park;
Driftage and drift-wood from river;
Solid waste brought from houses, etc. and throw way;
Sewage Disposal or Wastewater Disposal;
No planning structure continues the illegal construction;
Illegal construction of forest roads;
No normal urbanization of the villages;
Unstable agriculture;
Wasteland;
Intervention on forest fund;
Negative influences of using of pesticides, insecticides, herbicides and
fertilizers;
Sand and gravel extraction on the sides of Valbona River;
Wide scale deforestation, as a results of not well studies as well illegal cutting
of forests and shrubs, and at the sometime over grassing of them;
Wide scale deforestation as a result of not well of staff of Forest Service of
Tropoja district;
Over and illegal collecting of pine, fir and black fir seeds, etc.;
Overgrazing by goats;
Illegal fishing with using of dynamists and generators;
Illegal hunting;
Illegal trade of animals, birds, etc. at the Valbona National Park;
Unormal collection of medicinal plants, at the Valbona National Park;
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Unnormal exploitation of forests and other natural recourses;
Fire incidence in increasing;
Not intensive livestock breeding;
No dairy-farms;
Decreasing of terrestrial and aquatic plants, birds, etc. at the Valbona National
Park;
Decreasing of wildlife’s;
Human disturbances by negative activities;
Insufficient infrastructure (gravel roads, no bridges/distrusted bridges,
untreated sewage going into the Valbona River, etc.);
Destroyed and degraded unplanned roads and erosion phenomenon at the
Valbona National Park;
No collection of tariffs for utilization and exploitation of protected zone;
Poverty of local community or indigenous people of the park;
No implementation of monitoring and biomonitoring plans;
Non-impact assessment of ecological, economic, social-cultural and
livelihood values of individual park implemented;
No publishing on the condition of the protected zone and for the activities
carried out there;
Others … (Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim Mal Lushaj
& Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013).

Photo – 6: Overgrazing by goats
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Photo - 7: Illegal cutting
After the analyzing of situation the Target Group with debates have decided the
Development Objective (Impact) of the project:
Conservation of the Valbona National Park and its wise use, providing useful
goods and services for the benefit of humankind in a way compatible with the
maintenance of the natural resources; and cultural attractions for the new industry,
ecotourism, that it will be realized step by step, during the years in Valbona National
Park per via the immediate objectives (effects) of the project, such as:
• Management Plan created and implemented;
• Territorial reform implemented;
• Human resource management created and implemented;
• Land use inventory management planned and is implementing;
• Minimizing and reduction of emissions in the air;
• Water Utilization Systems created and implemented;
• Soil Management Program (Contamination and Erosion) created and
implemented;
• Sustainable fish stock;
• Sustainable wild fauna stock and legal hunting;
• Social mobilization and increased public awareness implemented through the
Human Resource Management (HRM);
• Waste Management Plan created and implemented;;
• A System of Environmental Accounting and Education created and
implemented;;
• Licenses’ and Permits (Mandatory/Operation) implemented;;
• Traffic Management Plan created and implemented;;

www.oiirj.org
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Energy Consumption/Utility (Industrial/Urban);
Action Plan for Climate and Climate Change created and implemented;;
More diverse and indigenous species and improved terrestrial/aquatic
conditions in current destroyed and damaged areas;
Efficient infrastructure and planning of structures created and implemented
through the Management of Urban Environment and Public Safety;
Employment of local people;
Alternative cultural generation by use of utility competitive management
methods towards the sustainable development of ecotourism;
Alternative income generation by use of utility competitive management
methods towards the sustainable development of ecotourism; and
Utilization of the new industry, ecotourism (Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007;
Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Xhemal
Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj, Vera Malsia
2013).

Analyzing the current situation in Valbona National Park, in 2013 the main
problems are given through the tables, as fellow:
Table - 1: Human Resource Management (HRM)
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley Post Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
(present / future status)
1. No management plan for Human
1. HRM plan will be created and
Resources;
implemented;
2. Lack of work force;
2. Management of an organization's
3. Care for employees lacked, resulting
workforce will be created and
in irresponsibility, and lack of
implemented
with
selection,
training and/or attractive job
training
and
rewarding
of
selections;
employees;
4. No ensuring compliance with
3. Ensured compliance with labor
employment and labor laws;
laws;
5. Overseeing
organizational
4. HRM serves as the company's
leadership and culture;
primary
liaison
with
the
6. Lack of Legal Authorization;
employees'
representatives
7. Labor Union Scenario with poor
(usually a labor union);
physical health and poor mental
5. Educational plans/schemes for
abilities;
human
beings
resources
8. Company’s primary liaison was not
management will be implemented
the credentials;
with health services at Valbona
9. No educational schemes or plans;
Valley;
10. Lack of interest of ruling parties in
6. Successful programs of education,
the biodiversity conservations (of
consultation and information with
lake, fauna and flora);
monitored HRM;
11. Without policies and strategies for
7. Sustainable
and
individual
ecotourism;
ranching practices for HRM;
www.oiirj.org

ISSN 2249-9598

Page 138

Online International Interdisciplinary Research Journal, {Bi-Monthly}, ISSN 2249-9598, Vol-IV, Jan 2014 Special Issue

12. Without policies and strategies for
8. Monitoring and audit of HR with
biodiversity;
guideline/standards;
13. No mandatory rules and regulations
9. Effective control;
for border policy;
10. Changes in policies and strategies
14. Lack of educative programs, namely:
with trained staff.
• Lack of educative facilities;
• Lack of consultancy services;
• Without Law enforcement;
• Unsustainable
individual
ranching practices;
• Lack of trained staff.
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
Table – 2: Territorial Reform
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley Post Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
(present / future status)
1. No assessment criteria for the a long1. Assessment criteria will be taken
term and balanced development of
into account for the a long-term
the county territory is ensured;
and balanced development of the
2. No assessment criteria for the
county territory is ensured;
infrastructure required for the
2. Assessment criteria will be taken
performance of the tasks of a county
into account for the infrastructure
local government exists;
required for the performance of the
3. No assessment criteria for the size of
tasks of a county local government
the county territory;
exists;
4. No assessment criteria for the
3. Assessment criteria will be taken
number of permanent residents of the
into account for the size of the
county territory;
county territory;
5. No assessment criteria for the
4. Assessment criteria will be taken
density of permanent residents in the
into account for the number of
county territory;
permanent residents of the county
6. No assessment criteria for the
territory;
accessibility of the services provided
5. Assessment criteria will be taken
by the county local government;
into account for the density of
7. No assessment criteria for the
permanent residents in the county
economic,
geographical
and
territory;
historical unity of the territorial local
6. Assessment criteria will be taken
governments comprising the county;
into account for accessibility of the
8. No assessment criteria for the
services provided by the county
optimum establishment of the
local government;
territory of the county local
7. The economic, geographical and
government have been ensured,
historical unity of the territorial
taking into account the interests of
local governments comprising the
www.oiirj.org
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the neighboring county local
governments; and
9. Lack of educative programs, namely:
• Lack of educative facilities;
• Lack of consultancy services;
• Without Law enforcement;
• Unsustainable
individual
ranching practices;
• Lack of trained staff.

county; and
8. Assessment criteria will be taken
into
account
for
optimum
establishment of the territory of
the county local government has
been ensured, taking into account
the interests of the neighboring
county local governments.
9. Educational plans/schemes for
human
beings
resources
management implemented with
health services at Valbona Valley;
10. Successful programs of education,
consultation and information for
the Territorial Reform;
11. Sustainable
and
individual
ranching practices for Territorial
Reform;
12. Monitoring and audit of Territorial
Reform
will
be
with
underline/standards;
13. Effective control;
14. Changes in policies and strategies
with trained staff.
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
Table – 3: Land Inventory Framework
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley Post Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
(present / future status)
1. Lack of land use inventory
1. A framework for environmental
management plan;
accounting;
2. Lack of set up of land use inventory
2. An application is under process;
system;
3. Land use inventory management
3. Land conversions into artificial areas
planned and is implementing;
resulting
in
significant
4. Set up a land use inventory
deforestations;
system;
4. Consumption of arable land into
5. However so far no education
urban developmental areas on one
program for land use inventory
side and on the other angle shift in
management plan is in place;
crop patterns into orchards and
6. No information and consultation
vineyards;
processes;
5. Some percent of total land taken for
7. No effective law enforcement;
urban settlements;
8. No monitoring for land use
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6. Lack of educative programs for land
inventory management plan in
place;
utilization act;
7. Lack of information centers and lack
9. No effective control;
10. No new mentality or no new
of consultations;
8. Lack of effective control measures
approach to problems;
what so ever;
11. No trained staff;
9. Lack of trained staff;
12. No changes in policies and
strategies.
10. Lack of improvements in policies
and strategies.
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
Table - 4: Management of Air Pollution Emissions
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley Post Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
(present / future status)
1. Release of air emissions;
1. Air pollution will be under control;
2. Impure air quality in the
2. Minimizing and reduction of
atmosphere;
emissions in the air;
3. Lack of legislation for air quality;
3. Legislation for air pollution adequate
4. Lack
of
implementable
and will be implemented.
approaches;
4. Education programme for air
5. No educative program for Air
pollution will be in place;
quality;
5. Successful
information
and
6. Lack
of
guidelines
and
consultation
process
will
be
consultations;
implemented;
6. Effective low enforcement for air
7. No sustainable and individual
ranching practices for air quality;
quality;
7. Monitoring and audit of air pollution
8. No stipulated standards for
effective control;
will be in place;
9. Lack of inputs for new approaches;
8. Sustainable and individual ranching
10. Old policies and strategies;
practices for air quality;
9. Effective control measurement;
11. Lack of trained staff;
10. Staff will be trained;
12. Does not comply the European
Emission Standards.
11. Changes will be in policies and
strategies;
12. Air quality will be under the
European emission standards.
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
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Table – 5: Water Utilization Systems
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley Post Project Scenario at Valbona
(earlier conditions)
Valley (present status, in 2013)
1. Lack of planning, developing,
1. Planning, developing, distributing
distribution and management of the
and managing the optimum use of
optimum use of water resources and
water resources;
water bodies;
2. Water management planning to all
2. Poor water management planning
the competing demands for water
against high demand and lack of
and seeks to allocate water on an
supply management based on
equitable basis to satisfy all uses
equitable satisfaction of water
and demands;
demands;
3. Water resources managed by
3. No norms fixed for the release of
minimizing of discharges in the
polluted water. Aquatic destructions
water; water resources (delta)
recordable in the delta River of
river of Valbona and same
Valbona and same torrents;
torrents;
4. Deposition of chemical components
4. Drainage
pattern
surveyed,
into the receiving water bodies;
controlling water expansion;
5. Decrease/impairment of aquatic flora,
5. Implementation of water pollution
fauna, vegetations;
act;
6. Improper drainage pattern;
6. There
is
still
inadequate
7. Incapability’s of the ruling parties
legislation for water pollution and
posing irresolvable conservation of
improving
watershed
water
the biosphere reserves of all category;
quality;
8. Lack of Legislation for polluted
7. Changes will be in policies and
water and lack of technologies for
strategies;
zero discharge;
8. Educative program for water
9. Unchangeable policies and law
quality is will be in place;
enforcement.
9. Successful
information
and
consultation process will be
implemented;
10. Effective law enforcement for
water quality will be ensured.
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
Table - 6: Soil Management Program (Contamination and Erosion)
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
1. Poor
maintenance
of
soil.
Contamination typical of pesticides,
oil leakage and fuel discharges from
the dumping sites, landfill leachate,

www.oiirj.org

Post Project Scenario at Valbona
Valley (present / future status)
1.Maintenance of soil quality with check
on soil erosion;
2.Maintenance o local topography, soil
stability, minimized chemical emissions
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and direct discharge of industrial and deposits on soil;
wastes on the soil;
4. Waste disposal will be under control;
2. Measurable levels of chemical 5. Sterilization of mineral recourses;
compounds (hydrocarbons, solvents, 6.No raw materials and chemicals let on
heavy metals);
to soil seepage;
3. Sold wastes (construction debris, 7.Minimized
and
control
over
garbage) disposal sites directly on the construction waste;
soils;
8.Check on petrochemical pollution
4. Soil erosion due to run off (from heavy from transport and fuel;
downpour);
9.Changes will be in policies and
5. Soil erosion or landslides due to slope strategies;
gradient and length a cause for lack of 10.Education program for soil quality
vegetative cover;
will be in place;
6. Soil erosion due to overgrazing and 11.Successful
information
and
deforestation;
consultation
process
will
be
7. Irresponsibility and lack of knowledge implemented;
of the ruing government in soil 12.Effective law enforcement;
conservation programs;
13. Monitoring for soil quality will be in
8. Lack of educative programs and place;
untrained staffs;
14.Sustainable and individual ranching
9. No effective Law enforcement on soil practices for soil quality and effective
quality;
control on maintenance of soil quality;
10. Lack of soil maintenance strategies 15. Staff will be trained.
and policies due to the lack of interest
in the politicians.
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
Table – 7: Dwindling Fish Population and Pollution
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
1. Decrease in fish population blamable
for over fishing and decreased
populations;
2. Replacement of native species by the
invasive species;
3. Lack of fish processing industries or
units;
4. Illegal trade of fish;
5. Over use of fish as consumable item;
6. Inadequate legalization for fisheries;
7. Lack of knowledge to implement
policies and strategies;

www.oiirj.org

Post Project Scenario at Valbona
Valley
(present / future status)
1. Good legislation for fishing will be in
place;
2. Pollution will be under control;
3. No over fishing and banned
explosives;
4. An inventory will be finalized;
6. Economic incentives for sustainable
fishing;
7. A biotic native community of fish
growing;
8. 10 % increase in the number of fish;
9. Educational plans/schemes for
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8. No educative program for fisheries;
9. Poor or no information centers and
consultations provided;
10. No sustainable and individual
ranching practices;
11. Change in attitude and change in
policies for protective measures are
not created as awareness programs.

Valbona Valley fish will be in place;
10. Changes will be in policies and
strategies;
11. Education programme for sustainable
fishing will be in place;
12.
Successful
information
and
consultation
process
will
be
implemented;
13. Effective low enforcement for
sustainable fishing;
14. Monitoring of fishing will be in
place;
15. Effective control;
16. Staff will be trained.
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
Table – 8: Management of Wild Fauna and Illegal Hunting
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley Post Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
(present / future status)
1. Decreasing number of wild fauna
1. A wildlife habitat will be conserved
and illegal hunting;
with good legislation and works for
2. No preservation of wildlife habitat;
the wild fauna and hunting areas;
3. Illegal
unsustainable
and
2. Hunting will be under control;
unregulated hunting by local,
3. Pollution will be under control;
regional
and
foreigner
4. No illegal and irregular hunting;
communities;
5. An inventory will be finalized;
4. Pollution of air, water and soil
6. Economic incentives for sustainable
limits the number of wild fauna;
the wild fauna and hunting;
5. Invasive species replacing native
7. A biotic native community of wild
species;
fauna growing;
6. Illegal trading of wild fauna
8. 15 % increase in the number of the
especially consumable kinds of
wild fauna (animals and wild fowls);
animals and birds;
9. Changes will be in policies and
7. Inadequate and old legislation for
strategies to the best policy;
preservation of the wild fauna and
10. Educational
plans/schemes
for
sustainable haunting;
Valbona River wild fauna and
8. No changes in policies and
hunting will be in place;
strategies.
11. Sustainability of all sorts will be
9. No effective control, no trained
ensured;
staff, no new mentality of wild life
12. Education
programme
for
conservation portfolios;
sustainable the wild fauna (animals
10. Non-sustainable and individual
and wild fowls) and hunting;
ranching for preservation of the
13. Successful
information
and
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wild fauna and sustainable hunting;
11. No information and no guidelines
for protective act.

consultation process will be
implemented;
14. Effective low enforcement for
sustainable for sustainable the wild
fauna and hunting;
15. Monitoring of Wild Fauna and
Illegal Hunting;
16. Effective control;
17. Staff will be trained.
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
Table – 9: Social/Mass Mobilization and Public Awareness
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
Post Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
(present / future status)
1. No social mobilization;
1. New farmers, landowners and
2. Low public awareness;
businesspersons will be enrolled;
3. Regional people, local community
2. Farming community organization
and indigenous people lack
and
network
with
relevant
expertise, knowledge and interest in
government organizations will be
ecotourism
policies
and
formed;
implementations;
3. Exchange of cultures with better
4. Unimplemented Conservations of
trained staff and level of community
Arhus, Ramsar and Espoo;
involvement increasing;
5. No educational plans/schemes for
4. Public participation in Valbona
conservation and its wise use;
Valley study and management
6. No
common
understanding
promoted with a common, shared
regarding protected areas of land
understanding in Valbona Valley of
and water;
its conservation and wise use with
7. Very little progress in raising
ensured positive public awareness;
awareness among regional and
5. A successful information and
local community stakeholders
consultation process will be
(regional and local community and
implemented;
indigenous people and sectoral
6. Positive changes in policies and
interests of both in situ and ex situ;
strategies with ruling parties aware
8. Lack of public participation in
of the importance of biosphere
decision-making, and no public
reserves and conservation of all and
participation
in
study
and
for the sustainable development of
management as projects;
ecotourism;
9. No common understanding in terms
7. Implementations of Århus, Ramsar
of conservation and its wise use;
and Espoo Convention;
10. No
accessible
justice
in
8. Change in social-economic structure
environmental matters; and
by direct impacts, such as: new
11. No trained staff.
employment, new technology, rising
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income and population structure;
9. Social impact assessment of
Valbona
Valley
will
be
implemented;
10. Educational plans/schemes for
Valbona Valley conservation done;
11. Monitoring of the Social/Mass
Mobilization and Public Awareness;
12. Trained will be staff;
13. Individual
consciousness
and
oneness will be established.
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
Table – 10: Natural Forests vs. Legislation
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley Post Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
(present / future status)
1. Destruction and damage of shrubs,
1. Good legislation will be for
coppice forests, high forests,
ecotourism in biosphere reserve or
agricultural lands, pastures;
protected area, wetland, lake etc.
2. Decreasing flora, vegetation, fauna
will be in place;
and small and big wildlife;
2. Sustainability will be in ecotourism;
3. Lack of controlling measures in
3. All inventories will be finalized.
felling of trees;
Indigenous forests, coppices and
4. Missing the Albanian Forest Law
shrubs safe - will be guarded,
planted, restored and protected;
for villagers who live within or
near forest areas;
4. Missing the Albanian Forest Law for
villagers who live within or near
5. Missing Legislation for biosphere
reserve, the inadequacy of
forest areas;
legislation of protected areas and
5. Hunting will be under control;
for
protection
of
marine
6. Forest function in water retention
will be improved and erosion will be
environment
from
pollution
hazards and destruction and
under control by planting;
irreparable damage;
7. Wildlife habitat and woodland will
6. No restoration programs at
be conserved;
Valbona Valley;
8. 10% increase in number of animals;
7. Lack of adequate legal and
9. Fire incidence will be under control;
institutional regimes;
10. Agricultural land protection law will
be implemented;
8. Lack of existing biosphere reserve
management and lack of protected
11. Indigenous agro-practices will be
area management plan;
imposed;
9. Incidences of overgrazing, fire
12. Check on pesticide and grazing;
incidences,
pollution,
illegal
13. No wasteland;
logging are still common;
14. Increase in livestock breeding;
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10. Protection status is not appropriate
and consequently has never been
implemented;
11. Lack
of
implementable
measurements in the agricultural
practices;
12. Poor conservation of Valbona
Valley landscape and seascape;
13. No restoration programs of
meandering streams;
14. No flood control measurements
and high erosion impact.

15. Terrestrial and aquatic plants/fauna
will be improved and conserved;
16. Driftage and driftwoods will be
cleaned, no noise, solid waste
disposal prohibition enacted with
proper processes;
17. Legislation for wetland conservation
and its wise use will be in place;
18. Environmental impact assessment of
Valbona
Valley
will
be
implemented;
19. Valbona
Valley
landscape
conserved;
20. Seascape will be conserved;
21. Sedge and reed will be restored;
22. Sediment inflow will be under
control with retention ponds.
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
Table – 11: Management of Urban Environment and Public Safety
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley Post Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
(present / future status)
1. Noticeable change in population
1. Change in population arising from
development,
and
their
the development, and consequential
consequential
environmental
environmental effects, including
effects inclusive o public health
urban environment, public health
and safety measures;
and safety managed by regional and
2. No demographic profile plan and
local government;
uncontrollable migration in the
2. Demographic management plan will
local as well as regional areas;
be created and implemented;
3. No sense and spatial pattern of
3. Migration will be under control;
metropolitan growth;
4. Studies on natural increase;
4. Poor public health and services;
5. Studies on age and sex structure will
5. No changes in policies and
be created and implemented;
strategies.
6. Trained staff implemented;
6. No
education
program
for
7. Studies on the spatial pattern of
demographic management;
metropolitan growth will be created
7. No effective law enforcement in
and implemented;
individual practices for the
8. Changes will be in policies and
demographic management;
strategies etc;
8. No trained staff;
9. Education program for demographic
9. No effective control;
management will be in place;
10. No new mentality;
10. Successful
information
and
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11. No new approachability to the
problems;
12. No changes in the policies and law.

consultation process
will be
implemented;
11. Effective law enforcement;
12. Monitoring for the demographic
management will be in place;
13. Sustainable and individual practices
for the demographic management
will be implemented;
14. Effective control.
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
Table – 12: Waste Management Plan
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley Post Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
(present / future status)
1. No waste management plan;
1. Still
waste
management
2. No concept for implementation of
unimplemented;
integrated
solid
waste
2. Plan
will
be
created
and
management plan;
implemented;
3. No waste management plan and on
3. A good concept for implementation
new strategy to engage rural
of Integrated Waste Management;
community or trained urban as job
4. New waste strategy that engage the
initiatives;
total community;
4. Both human wastes and animal
5. Successful waste and recycling
wastes need management;
systems set up and dependent on
5. No improvements in hygiene
relationships and partnerships;
levels.
6. Human and animal activities
6. No advancement in science and
generate different kinds of wastes, as
technology in relation to waste.
domestic, commercial, industrial,
7. Pollution and global warming
municipal, and agricultural wastes
awareness is lacking;
will be under control;
8. No education program for SWM.
7. Successful
information
and
9. No trained staff;
consultation process implemented;
10. No changes in policies and
8. Hygiene levels will be under control;
strategies.
9. Advancement in science and
11. Waste monitoring strategies are
technology in relation to waste;
neglected;
10. Monitoring of pollution and global
12. Lack of new mentality and
warming, pollution and global
concepts among people.
warming will be under control;
11. Changes will be in policies and
strategies etc.;
12. Education program for solid waste
management will be in place;
13. Effective law enforcement;
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14. Monitoring for waste management in
place; sustainable and individual
practices for the waste management
will be implemented;
15. Effective control;
16. Staff will be trained etc.
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
Table - 13: A System of Environmental Accounting and Education
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
Post Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
(present / future status)
1. No environmental accounting plan
1. Target period will be planned and
and no implementation;
implemented;
2. Target period not implemented.
2. Scope of calculations will be
3. No scope for such aspects;
planned and implemented;
4. Not planned for environmental
3. Environmental conservation cost
conservation and standards for
and standards for measuring
measuring
environmental
environmental conservation cost
conservation cost;
will be planned and implemented;
5. Ruling
government
fail
to
4. Environmental conservation benefit
understand fail to impose;
and standards for measuring
6. No educative programs and
environmental conservation benefit
consultations;
will be planned and implemented;
7. No effective control and no new
5. Items and standards for measuring
mentality;
the economic benefit associated
8. No trained staff;
with environmental conservation
9. No effective law enforcement;
activities will be planned and
10. No items and standards for
implemented;
measuring the economic benefit
6. Changes will be in policies and
associated with environmental
strategies etc.;
conservation activities unplanned
7. Education
programs
for
and unimplemented;
environmental accounting will be in
11. Environmental conservation cost
place;
and standards for measuring
8. Successful
information
and
environmental conservation cot
consultation process will be
unplanned and unimplemented.
implemented;
9. Effective law enforcement;
10. Monitoring
for
environmental
accounting will be in place;
11. Effective control;
12. Staff will be trained etc.;
13. Managing
of
pollution,
contamination, damages etc. by
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monitoring, audits and controls will
be planned and implemented;
14. Education program for managing of
pollution, contamination, damages
etc. by monitoring, audits and
controls will be in place;
15. Successful
information
and
consultation process;
16. Effective law enforcement with
monitoring done.
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
Table - 14: Mandatory Protocols for Pollution Abatement
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
Post Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
(present / future status)
1.
No stipulated
Norms
for
1. Target period will be planned and
pollution
of
contamination,
implemented;
damage and erosion etc.;
2. Scope of calculations will be
2.
No audits and no controls;
planned and implemented;
3.
No
implementation
and
3. Environmental conservation cost
inadequate
legislation
for
and standards for measuring
managing
of
pollution
environmental conservation cost
contamination;
will be planned and implemented;
4.
No education program for
4. Environmental conservation benefit
managing of pollution;
and standards for measuring
5.
No effective law enforcement;
environmental conservation benefit
6.
Non-sustainable and individual
will be planned and implemented;
ranching practices for managing
5. Items and standards for measuring
of pollution by monitoring,
the economic benefit associated
audits and controls;
with environmental conservation
7.
No effective monitoring, for new
activities will be planned and
approaches and new problems;
implemented;
8.
No trained staff;
6. Changes will be in policies and
9.
No changes in policies and
strategies; etc.
strategies.
7. Education
programs
for
environmental accounting will be in
place;
8. Successful
information
and
consultation process will be
implemented;
9. Effective
law
enforcement;
monitoring
for
environmental
accounting will be in place;
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10. Effective control;
11. Staff will be trained etc;
12. Managing
of
pollution,
contamination, damages etc. by
monitoring, audits and controls will
be planned and implemented;
13. Education program for managing of
pollution, contamination, damages
etc. by monitoring, audits and
controls will be in place;
14. Successful
information
and
consultation process;
15. Effective law enforcement;
16. Monitoring for all pollutants,
contaminations etc.
will be in
place.
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
Table - 15: Licenses’ and Permits (Mandatory/Operation)
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Post Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
Valley
(present / future status)
(earlier conditions, in 2008)
1. No education program for
1. Quasi all activities with operational
operational licenses and permits
licenses and permits needed for
to carry out activities and no
carrying activities out approved by
effective law enforcement;
central,
regional
and/or
local
2. No information and consultation
governments.
process;
2. Quasi all activities with operational
3. No monitoring for operational
licenses and permits approved and
licenses and permits needed for
implemented and/or implementing in
carrying activities out etc. in
place;
place;
3. Implementation
and
inadequate
4. Non-sustainable and individual
legislation for operational licenses and
ranching practices for operational
permits needed for carrying activities
licenses and permits needed for
out;
carrying activities out;
4. Changes in policies and strategies etc.;
5. No operational licenses and
5. Education
program
operational
licenses and permits needed for
permits needed to carry out
carrying activities out in place;
activities as guidelines and
standards;
6. Successful
information
and
consultation process;
6. No new mentality or no new
approach to problems;
7. Effective law enforcement; monitoring
for operational licenses and permits
7. No trained staff;
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8. No changes in policies and
strategies.

needed for carrying activities out etc.
in place;
8. Sustainable and individual ranching
practices for operational licenses and
permits needed for carrying activities
out implemented;
9. Operational licenses and permits
needed for carrying activities out
guideline values and standards
planned and implemented;
10. Effective operational licenses and
permits needed for carrying activities
out approved and implemented;
11. Staff will be trained etc.
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
Table - 16: Faculty of Technical Data Development
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley Post Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
(present / future status)
1. Sporadic and low level of the
1. Normal level of the technological
technological development;
development will be in place;
2. Old and oldest technological
2. Sustainable
technological
development; no changes in
development;
policies and strategies;
3. Natural increase;
3. No education program for
4. Age and sex structure;
technological development in
5. The spatial pattern of metropolitan
place;
growth;
4. No information and consultation
6. Changes will be in policies and
process;
strategies etc.;
5. No effective law enforcement;
7. Education program for technological
6. No monitoring for technological
development will be in place;
development in place;
8. Successful
information
and
7. Non-sustainable and individual
consultation process;
practices
for
technological
9. Effective law enforcement;
development;
10. Full investments for technological
8. No effective control and no trained
development;
staff;
11. Monitoring
for
technological
9. No changes in policies and
development will be in place;
strategies;
12. Sustainable and individual practices
10. Missing or poor investments for
for technological development;
technological development;
13. Effective control;
11. No new mentality or no new
14. Staff will be trained etc.
approach to problems.
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Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
Table – 17: Faculty of Product and Service Policies and Strategies
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley Post Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
(present / future status)
1. No good developing and adoption
1. Education program for developing
of the product and services policies
and adoption of the product and
and strategies;
services policies and strategies will
2. With poor mentality policies and
be in place;
strategies;
2. Successful
information
and
3. Politicians and local communities
consultation process;
unaware of the importance;
3. Effective law enforcement;
4. Lack of sustainable development
4. Monitoring for developing and
and changes as and when felt
adoption of the product and services
mandatory especially in the
policies and strategies will be in
biosphere reserve or protected area;
place;
5. No
education
program
for
5. Sustainable and individual practices
developing and adoption of the
for developing and adoption of the
product and services policies and
product and services policies and
strategies in place;
strategies;
6. No information and consultation
6. Effective control;
process and no effective law
7. New mentality or new approach to
enforcement and no sustainable
problems;
individual practices;
8. Staff will be trained;
7. No effective control;
9. Changes will be in policies and
8. No new mentality or new approach
strategies etc.;
to problems;
10. A good developing and adoption of
9. No trained staff;
the product and services policies
10. No changes in policies and
and strategies;
strategies.
11. Positive and change mentality in
policies and strategies;
12. Politicians and local communities
unaware of the importance of
developing and adoption of the
product and services policies and
strategies;
13. A sustainable developing and
adoption of the product and services
policies and strategies;
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
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Table – 18: Industrial Waste Management
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley Post Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
(present / future status)
1. No or poor industrial waste
1. Industrial waste management plan
management plan;
will be implemented;
2. No new waste strategy that should
2. A good concept for implementation
of Industrial Integrated Waste
engage the total community;
3. No trained staff;
Management;
4. No successful industrial waste and
3. New industrial waste strategy that
recycling systems that can be
engage the total community;
4. Successful waste and recycling
dependent on relationships and
partnerships;
systems set up and dependent on
5. Industrial
activities
generate
relationships and partnerships;
different kinds of industrial wastes
5. Industrial
activities
generate
and
no
information
and
different kinds of wastes, that are
consultation process;
under control;
6. Successful
information
and
6. Increase in hygiene levels not
implemented;
consultation
process
will
be
implemented;
7. Lack of advanced science and
technology;
7. Hygiene levels will be under control;
8. Advancement in science and
8. No education program for
industrial waste management;
technology in relation to industrial
waste;
9. Lack of effective law enforcement;
9. Monitoring of industrial pollution
10. Non-sustainable and individual
and global warming, industrial
practices for the industrial waste
pollution and global warming will be
management.
under control;
10. Changes will be in policies and
strategies etc.;
11. Education program for solid waste
management will be in place;
12. Effective law enforcement;
13. Monitoring for waste management
will be in place;
14. Sustainable and individual practices
for the waste management will be
implemented;
15. Effective control;
16. Staff will be trained etc.
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
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Table - 19: Traffic Management Plan
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley Post Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
(present / future status)
1. Poor traffic management and lacks
1. Vehicle pollution will be under
driving strategies;
control;
2. Limit of persons per vehicle not
2. No old or oldest vehicles using too
followed and misuse of public
many people;
transportation with higher levels of
3. People wanting vehicles with
noise pollution;
normal seats as they require;
3. Poorly designed/planned cities that
4. Maintained vehicles;
require commuting;
5. Good driving habits;
4. Emissions no under control and no
6. Normal periodic motor vehicle
changes in policies and strategies
inspection;
as and when required;
7. Emissions will be under control;
5. No new mentality and no new
8. Normal level of motor vehicle
approach to the problems;
emissions etc.;
6. No education program for traffic
9. Education program for vehicle
management in place;
pollution control will be in place;
7. No information and consultation
10. Successful
information
and
process;
consultation process;
8. No effective law enforcement;
11. Effective law enforcement;
9. No
monitoring
for
traffic
12. Monitoring vehicle pollution control
management in place;
will be in place;
10. Non-sustainable and individual
13. Sustainable and individual practices
practices for traffic management
for vehicle pollution control;
and overall no effective control.
14. Effective control;
15. Staff will be trained etc.
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
Table - 20: Energy Consumption/Utility (Industrial/Urban)
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley Post Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
(present / future status)
1. Low production and bad actions in
1. Normal production and good
consumption of energy by local and
consumption of energy.
regional communities;
2. Wise use by public of production
2. Unwise use by public of production
and consumption of energy;
and consumption of energy;
3. Good designed cities that require
3. Use of high lights, noises,
commuting;
4. Production and consumption of
vibrations from all activities;
energy will be under control;
4. Poorly designed cities that require
commuting;
5. Changes will be in policies and
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5. Production and consumption of
energy no under control;
6. No changes in policies and
strategies; no new mentality or no
new approach to problems;
7. No
education
program
for
production and bad consumption of
energy in place;
8. No consultations and no effective
law enforcement;
9. No monitoring for production and
bad consumption of energy in
place;
10. Non-sustainable and individual
practices for production and bad
consumption of energy;
11. No renewable energy by panels;
12. Staff untrained.

strategies;
6. New mentality or new approach to
problems etc.;
7. Education program for production
and bad consumption of energy will
be in place;
8. Successful
information and
consultation process;
9. Effective law enforcement;
10. Monitoring for production and bad
consumption of energy will be in
place;
11. Sustainable and individual practices
for production and bad consumption
of energy;
12. Renewable energy by panels will be
for near future;
13. Effective control;
14. Staff will be trained etc.

Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
Table - 21: Action Plan for Climate and Climate Change
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley Post Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
(present / future status)
1. Climate change and adaptation will
1. No any action plan for adaptation
so far;
be implemented;
2. Emissions
by
anthropogenic
2. Emissions
by
anthropogenic
activities and natural phenomena of
activities and natural phenomena of
greenhouse gases affect the heat
greenhouse gases affect the heat
balance of the Earth, and Valbona
balance of the Earth, and Valbona
Valley too with the resulting
Valley too with the resulting
changes in precipitation patterns,
changes in precipitation patterns,
rising sea temperatures, extremes
rising sea temperatures, extremes
and society levels affect how
and society levels affect how
develops;
develops under adoption;
3. Not yet actions plan with
3. An action plan with adjustments to
adjustments;
them;
4. Education program for climate
4. No education program for climate
change and adoption in place;
change and adoption will be in
place;
5. No or poor information and
consultation process.
5. Successful
information
and
6. No effective law enforcement;
consultation process;
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7. No monitoring climate change in
6. Effective law enforcement;
place;
7. Monitoring for climate change in
8. Non-sustainable and individual
place; Sustainable and individual
practices for climate change
practices for climate change control;
control;
8. Effective control etc.
9. No effective control.
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
Table - 22: Economic Upliftment of Low-level Community
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley Post Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
(present / future status)
1. Low
basic
and
services
1. Low level of the economic baseemployment;
indirect
of
Valbona
Valley
2. Labor supply and demand are in
community;
contrast between them;
2. A good basic and services
3. Negative local and non local trend
employment;
for economic base-direct;
3. Labor supply and demand are in
4. No education program and poor
good ration between them;
information strategies;
4. Positive local and non local trend for
5. No effective law enforcement;
economic base-direct.
6. No monitoring on economic base5. Education program for economic
direct in place;
base-direct will be in place;
7. Non-sustainable and individual
6. A good information and consultation
practices for economic base-direct
process; effective law enforcement;
control;
7. Monitoring on economic base-direct
8. No effective control and low nonin place; sustainable and individual
basic service provider;
practices for economic base-direct
9. No
education
program
for
control;
economic base-indirect in place;
8. Effective control; etc.
10. No or poor information and
9. Level in growing in economic baseconsultation process;
indirect
of
Valbona
Valley
11. No effective law enforcement;
community;
12. No monitoring on economic base10. Growing of the non-basic and
indirect in place;
services employment;
13. Non-sustainable and individual
11. Labor supply and demand are in
practices for economic basegood ratio between them;
indirect control.
12. Positive local and non local trend for
economic base-indirect;
13. Education program for economic
base-indirect in place;
14. A good information and consultation
process; effective law enforcement;
15. Monitoring on economic base-
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indirect in place; Sustainable and
individual practices for economic
base-indirect control;
16. Effective control etc.
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
Table – 23: Shelter/Housing for the Community
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley Post Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
(present / future status)
1. Low level in growing of the
1. A good level in growing of the
housing for Valbona Valley
housing for community;
2. Labor supply and demand is in
community;
2. Growing of the housing for the
contrast between them;
3. Negative local and non local trend
Valbona Valley community;
for housing for the community;
3. Labor supply and demand are in
4. No information and consultation
good ratio between them;
4. Positive local and non local trend for
process;
5. No effective law enforcement;
housing for the Valbona Valley
community;
6. No monitoring for housing for the
community in place;
5. Education program for housing for
the Valbona Valley community in
7. Non-sustainable and individual
practices for housing for the
place;
6. A good information and consultation
community;
8. No effective control.
process;
7. Effective law enforcement;
8. Monitoring for housing for the
Valbona Valley community will be
in place;
9. Sustainable and individual practices
for housing for the Valbona Valley
community;
10. Effective control etc.
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; ; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
Table - 24: Biodiversity Conservation (for Socio-Cultural Benefits)
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley Post Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
(present / future status)
1. Lacks wise use for effective utility
1. Taking into account of the socialcompetitive management of site
cultural values and benefits of the
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and at the same time not taken into
account the economic value of
sustainable development of the
ecotourism;
No utilization of traditional sociocultural knowledge for biosphere
reserve, protected area, lake,
wetland etc. conservation, and its
wise use;
Lacks protective areas and ecosensitive areas not listed;
No
education
program
for
utilization of traditional cultural
knowledge and values;
No information and consultation
process;
No effective law enforcement;
No any monitoring for the
traditional social-cultural values in
place;
No effective control.

conservation of biodiversity and
wise use of the Valbona Valley for
effective
utility
competitive
management of site and at the same
2.
time taking into account the
economic value of sustainable
development of the new industry,
ecotourism in the Valbona Valley;
2. Utilization of traditional cultural
3.
knowledge for biosphere reserve or
protected area, lake, wetland etc.
4.
conservation, and its wise use;
3. Socio-cultural progress by use of
utility competitive management
5.
methods towards the sustainable
development of ecotourism, which
6.
recognizes the needs of everyone;
7.
4. Growing of former civilization; use
of cultural values of regional and
local communities and indigenous
8.
peoples;
5. Grow of material value as sacred
sites; taking into account of the
social-cultural impact assessment of
Valbona Valley;
6. Taking into account of the
livelihood impact assessment of the
Valbona Valley etc.;
7. Education program for utilization of
traditional cultural knowledge and
values in place;
8. No information and consultation
process;
9. Effective
law
enforcement;
monitoring for the traditional socialcultural values in place;
10. Effective control etc.
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
Table – 25: Account of Economic Value and Benefits (Biodiversity Conservation)
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley Post Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
(present / future status)
1. Not taken into account of any sort.
1. Rationality on developing of the
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The value of economic sustainable
development of ecotourism not yet
realized;
2. Poverty poses the financial
mechanism to increase the income
of some of the biosphere reserve,
protected area, wetland, lake, etc.;
3. Money generation through taxes,
incentives, tourism income, donors,
etc by use of utility competitive
management methods not done;
4. The lack of financial resources for
effective administration;
5. Lack of multiple goods and
services of high economic values;
6. No knowledge of the economic
impacts of biosphere reserve,
protected area, lake and wetland
conservation and its wise use;
7. No economical impact assessment.
Low level employment at Valbona
Valley and revitalization programs
not done for locals;
8. Lacks labor market characteristics;
Unsustainable
economic
development makes local and
nonlocal trends increasing;
9. Persistence in labor unemployment.
No strategies;
10. Low human development index.

financial mechanism to increase
income of biosphere reserve or
protected area;
2. Wise use of economical knowledge
for the biosphere reserve or
protected area, wetland, lake etc.;
3. New alternative income generation
for farmers, landowners and
businessmen. new opportunities for
jobs;
4. Provision of multiple goods and
services of high economic values;
conservation and its wise use;
5. Grow the income to support future
sustainable ecotourism; medium
human development index (human
development index increasing by 23 times more the before); a
livelihood impact assessment of
Valbona Valley implemented;
6. Change in regional and local living
conditions by indirect impact, such
as: inflation, new opportunities,
health change, etc.;
7. Promotion of the coalition and
revitalization of the regional and
local community; economic impact
assessment of Valbona Valley
implemented;
8. Educational plans/schemes for
Valbona Valley’s economy in place.
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
Table - 26: Neglected Biodiversity Conservation
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley Post Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
(present / future status)
1. Old and no changes in policies and
1. A good conservation of biodiversity
strategies
for
biodiversity
in Valbona Valley;
conservation;
2. Good legislation for biodiversity
2. Ruling
Government
lack
conservation in the biosphere
understandings of the importance
reserve or protected area, wetland,
of conservation of the biosphere
lake etc. will be in place;
reserves,
protected
areas,
3. Changes will be in policies and
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rejuvenation of wetland, lake and
marsh;
Lacks investment policies;
Lack of legislation for conservation
of biodiversity;
No conservation infrastructure.
Lacks education schemes;
No effective law enforcement for
biodiversity conservation;
No monitoring for biodiversity
conservation in place;
No
effective
control
for
biodiversity conservation.

strategies for conservation of
biodiversity;
3.
4. Politicians, regional and local
4.
communities
understand the
importance
of
biodiversity
5.
conservation in biosphere reserve or
protected area, wetland, lake etc.
6.
and sustainable development of the
ecotourism into;
7.
5. Full investment policy regarding the
biodiversity
conservation
by
8.
national,
regional
or
local
government;
6. Implementation of the utility
competitive
management
of
conservation of
biodiversity in
Valbona Valley;
7. The sustainable development of
biodiversity
conservation
in
Valbona Valley by new mentality or
new approaches to problems;
8. Educational
plans/schemes
for
Valbona
Valley’s
biodiversity
conservation will be in place etc.
9. Education
programs
for
conservation of biodiversity will be
in place;
10. Successful
information
and
consultation process implemented;
11. Effective law enforcement;
12. Monitoring for conservation of
biodiversity will be in place;
13. Effective control measures done.
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
Table - 27: Sporadic Management of Ecotourism
Pre Project Scenario at Valbona Valley Post Project Scenario at Valbona Valley
(earlier conditions)
(present / future status)
1. Missing of policy and strategy of
1. Beginning of wise use and
ecotourism in biosphere reserve,
sustainable development of the new
protected area, lake, and wetland;
industry, ecotourism in Valbona
2. No
investment
to
increase
Valley.
reception/accommodation
2. Good legislation for sustainable
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capacities;
3. Fails to attract ecotourists. The
debate on sustainable development
of ecotourism is patchy, disjointed
and often flawed with false
assumptions and arguments;
4. Politicians and local communities
need education in this regard;
5. Low
level
of
adventurous
ecotourism
with
fewer
infrastructures;
6. No sustainable development of
ecotourism;
7. No effective law enforcement for
sustainable
development
of
ecotourism;
8. No monitoring for sustainable
development of ecotourism in place
and no effective control for
sustainable development;
9. No concession for sustainable
development of ecotourism in
Valbona National Park, Margegaj
Commune, Tropoja District.

development of ecotourism on the
biosphere reserve or protected area,
wetland, lake etc. will be in place;
3. The
debate
on
sustainable
development of ecotourism is in
normal conditions, jointed and
often within flawed with real
assumptions and arguments;
4. Changes will be in policies and
strategies;
5. Politicians, regional and local
communities
understand
the
importance of conservation of the
biosphere reserve, protected area,
wetland, lake etc. and at the same
time sustainable development of
the ecotourism into;
6. Full investment policy regarding
the sustainable development of
ecotourism
and
biodiversity
conservation by national, regional
or local government;
7. Implementation of the utility
competitive
management
of
ecotourism in Valbona Valley;
8. The sustainable development of
ecotourism in Valbona Valley by
new mentality or new approaches
to problems;
9. Possibility
for
sustainable
development of ecotourism in
Valbona National Park, Margegaj
Commune,
Tropoja
District
through the concession;
10. Educational plans/schemes for
Valbona Valley’s Ecotourism will
be in place;
11. A good role of sustainable
development of ecotourism in
promoting socio-culture.
Source: Arvjen Lushaj et al 2007; Bashkim Mal Lushaj & Vera Malsia, 2008; Bashkim
Mal Lushaj & Xhemal Kelmendi, 2008; Bashkim Lushaj, Arvjen Lushaj, Arnisa Lushaj,
Vera Malsia 2013.
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5. Discussion
As a result of great range of climatic, topographical, cultural, religion and economical
conditions prevailing in the country, forest villages show great difference. Because of that
all regions and all forest villages are not suitable for ecotourism application. According to
relevant surveys, it is essential to interview the villagers firstly and to investigate of the
village profile must be conducted for the formulation of the ecotourism project.
If well planned ecotourism projects are implemented, most remarkable change
could be seen in the forests. The villagers don't demolish the forests to open cerealgrowing fields, as they have enough money to buy cereals from commercial market. They
don't breed excessive number of animals, since they earn money from the boarding
business. The young people of villages don't migrate to big cities. The improved living
standard in villages could be also reflected on the education of young people who could
not continue school education due to insufficient income level. The ecotourism covers
information and culture exchange. While the urban population learns something from the
villagers on nature and farming, they can open newer horizons to the villagers boarding
them in their homes.
Ecotourism benefits especially to women. The women meet their urban fellows,
learn many things from and establish friendship with them. Female villagers gain a higher
self-confidence as a result of such communications. This is a very important development
for the country.
6. Conclusion and constraints for ecotourism in Albania
The forest resources of Albania could not be sustainable managed under economic and
social pressure of local people. Ecotourism could have positive impacts by changing the
structure of the forest use from active to passive forms, by increasing income level and by
decreasing illegal cutting and exploitation. Natural beauty, historical and cultural
attraction offer to urban and rural people on the ecological way by rural people. both of
them drive a profit from and exchange their experience.
In order to develop an effective ecotourism management in Albania, following
suggestion could be carried on:
•

•
•

www.oiirj.org

A feasibility study should be realized, which identifies potential ecotourism
development areas, including mountain, forest, wetland, coastal and island
environments. Categorization determination of medium and high potential
areas should be carried out under Law based criteria's.
Public awareness of the ecotourism is an important part of ecotourism
application. This should be realizing under defined strategy and policy.
Local and national ecotourism development strategies and policy (increasing
investment on tourism facilities, creating of employment opportunities,
enhancing the public-stakeholders and experts' participation, etc.) should be
developed.
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•

Although ecotourism have some advantages for rural development and
conservation of natural or cultural heritages, lack of the experience on
ecotourism planning, decision making and finance problem for researches and
model implementations are the significant constraints for ecotourism
development.

Thus, the decision makers should take account that such planning, implementing
and monitoring process of ecotourism is for conservation of the natural resources and
community well-being only.
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