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Abstract ]]

Each year, millions of people around the globefareibly relocated and resettled away
from their homes, lands and livelihoods in order rake way for large-scale
development projects such as dams, reservoirs, rpplaats, roads, plantations, urban
renewal, oil, gas, and mining projects. This forcelbcation is known as development-
induced displacement and resettlement. Around gigktcent of the world's refugees
and internally displaced persons are women and tegiendent children. They can be
found in more than one hundred countries. Many hbgen living in camps and
emergency situations for generations. This papeméxes the reasons, causes, the
financially supportive institutions for displacemerand its impact on the health,
economic, sociological, psychological lives of timeligenous and vulnerable groups
including women and children, and suggests measorésclusive development.
KEYWORDS: Development; Displacement; Persons; Women; GhldiVulnerable
Groups; Indigenous People; Resettlement; IncluSeeelopment.

Introduction:

Each year, millions of people are forcibly dispkhdey development projects,
whether dams, roads, reservoirs of oil, gas andngiprojects. While such projects can
bring enormous benefits to society, they also impossts, which are often borne by its
poorest and the marginalized sections of the spciEbr millions of people around the
world—development has cost them their homes, thaitihoods, their health, and even
their very lives.* Situation of penury and disempowerment is facedwmynen and
children. These people are defined as internalipldced persons and displaced due to
development, have been uprooted by conflict, humgints violations and natural or
human-made disasters. “While victims of disasterpeemlly natural disaster—generally
are the focus of sympathetic attention and intewnat aid (as are many of those
displaced by conflict), the same cannot be saidviotims of development-induced
displacement, although the consequences may beatabip dire.*

The phenomena of displacement are spread all beeglobe. It is estimated that
between seventy-five and eighty percent of the adi®iihternally displaced persons and
the refugees are women and their dependent childiteey are found in almost all the
countries of the world. These displaced groups lbeen living in camps and emergency
situations for generations together. Their numbeapidly growing and has been

« 'W. Courtland Robinson (2003) “Risks and Rights: Tmuses, Consequences, and Challenges of
Development-induced Displacement,” The Brookingsstitation-SAIS Project on Internal
Displacement: Washington D.C.,
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surpassed the international community's capacitpravide adequate assistanteis
estimated that around the world daily around 10j08@ons are fleeing their homes. The
compulsion for leaving their homes is civil warghréc conflicts, and scarcity of
resources, overpopulation, and poverty.

International concern about the plight of refuged displaced women has been
fueled by several factoréts focus is on women's access to basic serviceplainning
and delivering emergency assistance; providing dppities for economic self-reliance;
and reconstructing their home countries after thepatriate. It identifies the obstacles
hampering their full integration into economic asdcial programs and recommends
steps to overcome these barriers. It recommendgrdager involvement of development
agencies and multilateral development banks in narog for refugees and displaced
persons, and in efforts to make refugee and disglammen self-sustaining.

All types of displacement, whether by developmerdjgrts or as a result of
violence, persecution, or natural disaster, cad teamisery. It has been rightly pointed
out that all types of populations experience a mdjsruption in their patterns of social
organization and culture, and therefore face thmesazhallenge of physically and
culturally surviving this disruption by reorganigitheir economies and ways of Iffe.

Women are key to the development challedgeoughoutthe developing world,
women are at a disadvantage at the household, caitynand societal levels. Within the
household, women have less access to control egeurces and limited influence over
household decisions. Beyond the household, womee hiited access to communal
resources, are under-represented in public deemmking bodies; have limited
bargaining power in markets (such as the labor etgrland often lack opportunities to
improve their socioeconomic position. Therefordo$ to reduce gender inequality are
required.

The Reasons:

Development is one of the primary causes of foroggtation in the world today.
The swelling numbers however, give us a clear amtdic of the magnitude of the
problem. Experts estimate that over 250 milliongleavorldwide have been displaced in
the name of development over the past twenty yé&atadia alone, development projects
have displaced more than 60 million people sindependence. Similarly, in China more
than 40 million people over the past half-centurgvédn been displaced due to
development. The number of people forcibly displbeach year is also increasing.

Largely development —induced displacement is inviaty, with government
authorities, security forces, or private army fageipeople from their homes and lands.
Displacement can be physical, economic, or botlysieal displacement refers to the
actual relocation of individuals, families or commties from one place to another.
Economic displacement occurs when people lose adoesital natural resources that
they need to sustain their livelihoods such asstsregrazing lands, and fresh water. The
impact of the project is not limited to the peogigplaced. For instance, the construction
of a dam does not displace only those people andremities located on lands used for
the project but even the people living down theastn suffer the loss of fisheries needed
for their sustenance. Due to pollution from the @sirthe entire community goes through

« 2 Cernea, M. M. (1997) The Risks and Reconstruckitolel for Resettling Displaced Populations,
World Development, Vol. 25, No. 10, October, Pergar®ublication, Great Britain.
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health problems. Both the situations force peoplmbve out from their habitats. This is
known as development-induced displacement.

People uprooted by development are displaced witteérborders of their own countries.
This differentiates them from refugees, who arallggdefined as having fled across an
international border to escape danger or a fegreodecution. This legal distinction is
important, because internally displaced peoplermteprotected by any instrument of
international law which protects the refugees. Thiuis difficult for any type of outside
assistance to reach people who are internally atisgl.

The Causes:

The major causes of development —induced-displacemmjects consist of:
water supply (dams, reservoirs, irrigation); treorsgtion (roads, highway, canals);
energy (mining, power plants, oil exploration amxtr&ction, pipelines); large mono-crop
plantations (oil palm, grains, sugarcane, and s@aks and forest reserves; population
redistribution schemes; and urban infrastructuggerOpit mining, a method of extracting
coal and other minerals from the earth, displac#ions of people worldwide. This is a
major cause of deforestation and also use and peothixic chemicals that contaminate
soil, ground water, and surface water, and poseusehealth risks.

With rapid urbanization occurring on a global scamjects aimed at providing
transportation, housing, electricity, water, sdmota and other services to rapidly
growing cities have emerged as major drivers ofettgpment —induced-displacement.
The urban beautification schemes for making ciittgactive to tourists, have displaced
the entire neighborhoods. As per the UN estimateerthan two billion people will be
living in large cities with populations of more thane million people by the year 2025.

The most destructive and controversial developmenbjects involving
displacement are supported by financing from glatstitutions. Each year, international
financial institutionssuch as the World Bank and Asian Development baloks| or
international companies operating in those cousitrrovide hundreds of billions of
dollars in the form of grants, loans, insurance atleéer financing to the governments.
This funding supports projects in sectors rangnegnftransportation and infrastructure to
legal reform, health and education.

Projects related with industries and energy, heesulted in massive forced
displacement and replacement of people. These diglamstitutions exert enormous
influence over policy-makers in lending and bornogvicountries in framing norms and
policies redefining ‘development.” They have failedprotect the livelihoods of people
affected by their procedures. The irony is thateligement projects meant for easing
poverty instead are causing impoverishment by Ibdycdisplacing large numbers of
people from their homelands.

The Impact:
The impact of development-induced displacement ihessed in the factors given
below:

* New poverty and loss of kinship ties:

The people who bear the brunt of the personalasaend environmental
costs of development —induced- displacement pjact not part of the share in
the benefits. On the contrary, these lead to thmowarishment of the forcefully
displaced, creating a new kind of poverty. Expetsking for the development —
induced- displacement rehabilitation have iderdifegght threats posed by these
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projects. These are: landlessness; homelessnesdesgness; significant
deterioration in incomes and livelihoods; food ms&y, undernourishment and
hunger; serious declines in health, increase irbidiy, stress and psychological
trauma, downward mobility leading to economic maadjization often

accompanied by social and cultural marginalizatiorand profound social
disintegratior®

People displaced by development are at risk ofesuff from life-
threatening diseases, epidemics, and loss of myaied mental health. They
have less access to hospitals and health clinigen Bheir accessibility to
educational facilities is a distant dream, consatjake to lost or delayed
educational opportunities for children. Their faymilatterns of leadership, social
organization, subsistence, kinship ties, and othfarmal networks providing
mutual support when needed the most, have beeradited.

* Impact on the vulnerable groups:

It is the poorest and most vulnerable members @sramunity who bear
the heaviest costs of forced displacement like wgnaéildren, the elderly and
the indigenous groups. For the natives, land is tbendation of their
distinctiveness and their way of life, the impaofsdisplacement on them are
distressing. These projects have worsetedstate of natural seasonal rivulets,
flooded the villages andestroyed people’s lands and livelihoods. The &ffe€
displacement included hunger, debt-bondage, andrautisintegratiord.

Despite formal protection by the UN Declaration tre Rights of
Indigenous Peoples, tribal groups and ethnic miiesrihave been affected by
development —induced-displacement. The forced atgphent of indigenous
people violates Principle 9 of the UN’s Guiding reiples on Internal
Displacement, which stipulates that: “States ardeura particular obligation to
protect against the displacement of indigenous lesppminorities, peasants,
pastoralists, and other groups with a special dégeey on and attachment to the
Iand.”zlndia fits into the example of maximum displacetsenf the tribal’s in the
world.

* S3Michael M. Cernea (1996) “Understanding and Premgnimpoverishment from Displacement:
Reflections on the State of KnowledgdJnderstanding Impoverishment: The Consequerafes
Development-induced Displacemened. Christopher McDowell. Berghahn Books: Oxfo&d
Providence, RI.

» * Marcus Colchester, Forest Peoples Progranaens, Indigenous People and vulnerable ethnic
minorities (WCD Thematic Reviewl.2, prepared as an inputhto World Commission on Dams,
Capetown, November 2000). Also see Ravi Hemadriskavlander, Bisalpur Bandh Samanvay
Samiti, and Vijay Nagaraj,"Dams, Displacement, Policy and Law in Indiaand Barbara
RoseJohnstonReparations and the Right to Remedy, Displacement,

= °Report 2008: Development and Displacement, ed. Matian Mathur (Oxford University Press, New
Delhi, 2008); Robinson (2003, 10 & 11); and AruniliRoy, “The Greater Common Good,” (April
1999, http://www.narmada.org/gcg/gcg.htm).

= °®Bartolome, et al. (2000: xxxi, note 12). The aushoote that this figure would be around 60 percent
if socially discriminated scheduled castes werdunied. For further discussion of the disproportiena
impact of DIDR on India’s tribes and castes seectdter (2000, 14)ndia Social Development
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* Violations of basic human rights:

The international community is sensitive to the gnided ‘development
projects’ which displace millions of people and tdeg their livelihoods, which
are a sheer violations of human right&nancial institutions and the governments
alike regularly fail to endorse their obligation faarly compensate, resettle, and
restore people’s livelihoods. Often it has beemgkat people who even try to
claim for their rights risk threats, degrading treant or punishment, arbitrary
arrest or detainment, violence and even tortune fipoivate or state security
forces. Consequent to replacement, people oftea the risk of communal
violence in resettlement areas where tensions leetweembers of existing
communities and new settlers are comifion.

» Traditional knowledge of care of natural resourcess lost:

The United Nations Convention on Biological Divéysiecognizes that
conservation of our planet’s biodiversity and esbsyns is only possible if we
conserve rapidly-disappearing traditional knowledd¢put how to care for and
sustainably use our natural resources and ecosystétmen the indigenous and
farming communities are forced to uproot and vac¢h&sr traditional lands to
make way for development projects, their entire whljfe is lost and along with
it their practices for sustainable use of natuesources and ecosystems also
vanishes.

» Encourage Climate change:

Development-induced-displacement is linked to ctenghange through a
vicious cycle. Large, carbon-intensive energy-segmwojects such as oll
extraction, coal mining, and bio-fuel plantatiorecibly displace millions of
people every year. These projects then generaenigoeise gas emissions that
contribute to global warming. This result to thsing of sea levels, mitigate
longer droughts, increased flooding, and the |dsagoicultural land and crops,
which all can further set off forced migration asidplacement.

Women at the Receiving End:

All research studieslepict women’s suffering due to forced displacement
Womenare rendered one of the most vulnerable in thatsis of forcedlisplacement.
They have to bear the brunt of the betagetakers of young and old; as earning members
of the family; as wives whbave to put up with emotional and physical backlkhsit the
husbandsunleash upon them due to frustration resulting frimeir economic and
psychological inability to sustain the expected dg¥nroles. But what is equally
important, is to see women as importaibjects in these situations. The above
mentioned scenarios are ratlecused only on the condition of women. This pietis.
incomplete because fails to see the women as actors — as imporsabjects in the
situation.When we fail to see women as subjects, we faiethat women havaken

o www.unhchr.ch/html/menu2/7/b/principles.htm

o ’Bjorn Petterson, “Development-Induced Displacementernal Affair or International Human Rights
Issue?,"Forced Migration Revieywol. 12 (January 2002):19.

o % Rangachari, R., Sengupta, N., lyer, R.R., BanBrjiand Singh, $.arge Dams: India’s Experience
(WCD case study prepared as an input to the Wortim@ission on Dams, Cape Town,
November2000): 115.
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all these situations in their stride and contindkdir struggle forbetterment of the

livelihoods of the families and community.

The consequences of development-induced displadedegend largely on how
resettlement is planned, negotiated, and carrigd loumodern dam-building history,
displacement strategies and resettlement schenvesraaged from positive to grinin
the cases of China's Shuikou and Yantan dam psofkeetdisplaced women incomes and
living standards improved and satisfaction withetdsment was reported to be high. In
comparison to Guatemala’s Chixoy Dam Project ,saa® of hundreds of Indians by
local civil patrolling groups and the country's AgchForces to make way for the dam's
construction were reported.

To cut the whole thing short, development-inducé&pldcement often affects the
marginalized population specially women and chitdreconomically, politically, and
socially. The impact of development- induced dispraent on women is evident through
the following:
= Gender relationships and power structures are ofterdetrimental to women:

Research has documents illustrating gender ing@saln access to, and control of,

economic and natural resources. For example, ia A®men have rights over land

and forests, but are rarely allowed to own andhbeiit the land they use. This is due
to the gender-blindness of the planning procesdesklopment projects which are
built on the disparity in existing gender relations

= Governments still recognize only male heads of hoelold as legitimate
landowners not womenas a result denying women compensation for subrderge
lands and aggravate gender inequalities. In trdoahmunities where women enjoy
user rights over land but not ownership rights, egoments do not provide these
women with any compensation or enhanced employogmrtunities.

= Cultural, economic, and health concerns have beenisinantled. The outcomes
have included assetlessness, unemployment, deb&gen hunger, and cultural
disintegration. Displacement has disproportionatalyacted on women and children.

= Displacement for women has brought emotional strasMen migrate and women
are left behind to look after the home and children

= Control of women’s sexuality a serious issuaVhen women migrate, they work as
domestic workers, daily wage earners, etc. Theditatal income is extremely
important for the family since it is often usedittance their children’s education and
health. They suffer great hardships in urban sluwite regard to sanitation and
privacy.

» Loss of access to common property resourcéke access to land, forest, etc.

» Lack of sanitation facilities: Sanitation is a major problem specific to dispthce
women. Not only did this make their lives physigalihcomfortable, but also made
them more vulnerable to physical and sexual harassm

» Loss of livelihoods and marginalization of womenlt has been seen whenever there
is unemployment arising out of displacement, worenthe first ones to lose. This is
not only because they lack the skill, but more bheeahey have to make way for the
men. Jobs are scarce in a displacement situation,

» Landlessness, reduced land assets, joblessnesthefmen, and impoverishment,
it becomes imperative that women work The traditional occupations, such as
agriculture, fishing, basket-making etc. become easible, either because of
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unavailability of raw material once the forest be twater source is taken away, or
due to the dispersion of the clientele as a coresszpi of the breakdown of the

community network. As a result, the women find ttity have to settle for unskilled

wage labour which is most often irregular and updif

= Deprival of women due to displacement is compoundedith the absence of
productive employment in the resettlement areaWomen are, therefore, forced to
remain at home and only look after the householidhout any productive work
outside.

» Due to the loss of access to traditional sources felihood and the inability of
the household to replace these sources, women gasped into work in the most
exploitative sectors.

» Industries, irrigation and power projects have failed to assist women with skill
training and facilitate entry into self-employmentactivities.

= Women not only suffered in terms of poor health andnalnutrition, they also lost
the capacity to provide a secure future for their bildren. By engaging in seasonal
migration in the absence of other alternatives thaye denied access to their
children to school, health, child welfare, presdraoa other welfare services.

* Women found work as agricultural labourers in projects only when men moved
out to take employment in non-agricultural sector.

» The invisibility of gender for rehabilitation purpo ses. Since women were not
landholders, they were not invited to meetings @mdl acquisition. Neither do the
male members of the family tell them what trangpaesuch meetings.

* The increased distance between the woman’s natal ime and her marriage home
due to displacement takes away the emotional supporvailable to married
women.

» Decline in social status of women in family and saety.the authority and right in
decision-making that the women enjoyed within thedmily due to their position
as income-earners gets weakened.

» Subordination status of tribal women: As compared to the mainstream society the
tribals community allow greater freedom to womendB price instead of dowry is
indicative that women’s labour is respected andgbbafter. Widow remarriage is
allowed and women do not have any social taboasnadking etc. After displacement
many of these things change.

» Tribal communities adopt customs and traditions othe mainstream society and
dowry tends to replace bride price, taboos are imped on women, which do not
exist in their own culture

= Breakdown of family: During the transition period between actual disptaent and
resettlement, women suffer more being homelessinBuhis period the displaced
people continue to have two houses. Mostly the wonttee aged and the children
who are left behind add to the responsibilitiesvofnen at both the locations.

= Additional workload and responsibilities: Due to reduced family income as a
consequence of displacement, women are burden oncbmnts such as search
livelihood to add to the household income as welthee responsibility of household
cores. Migration of the men in search of employmemtdoubtedly, is another
outcome of displacement, which increases the watkland responsibility of the
displaced women. In addition to this, they havestheal pressure of living alone.
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» Deteriorating health status among women:High mortality rates, nutritional and
health status of the women is lower than that efrtfen is witnessed.

» Breakdown in social support network The displaced women prefer to move as a
part of a community, neighboring or kinship groap ¥arious reasons. Women are
less mobile, the breakdown of village and socials,ithus, affects them much more
severely.

= Problem of marriage of daughters: Studies reveal that girls have been married off
early among the displaced families due to the aldity of ready cash, which is paid
as dowry, through compensation against their lagithgoacquired by the project.
Dowry rates also go up, as a result of which scenilfes find it difficult to get their
daughters married.

= Sense of insecurity:Sense of insecurity linked with rehabilitation hasdo with the
change in topographical and social environment.

= Breakdown of lifestyles: All these incidences just illustrate the myriadysan
which displacement leads to a breakdown of lifestyl

Inclusive Development:

All financial institutions and the policymakers musnsure that development
induced displacement is reduced. But when projecés made to improve affected
people’s standard of living and restore their livebds then displacement is unavoidable.
To realize this, the following considerations slibide kept in mind for achieving
inclusive development.
= Demand new rules governing development-inducedatsment rehabilitation and

accountability systems that protect rights accongghrby strong systems and
mechanisms for enforcement.

*» Include the risks and financial responsibilitieslated to displacement and
resettlement in project costs.

= Know your rights and demand development practicasdo not violate their rights.

* Promote a development model basedthe premise that projects which are better
for people are also better for the planet.

» Defend community and traditional knowledge and wimkards a world in which
human connection to land, vibrant communities, thga¢cosystems, and democratic
decision-making, as the foundation for human hegltice, and sustainability.

= Equal treatment to women in the eligibility foriegland resettlement benefits in the
relief and rehabilitation policy. It should recogaithe households headed by women
and they should be treated equally for these bsné&klidowed women or divorcees
living with male-headed households and having malleights in land should be
considered as separate units for rehabilitatiorefisn

= House or land in joint names: There are very fewnen who have ownership rights
at the time of displacement. However, the rehatiéh plans must ensure joint
ownership of both spouses at the time of new se¢ids.

= Compensation amount on lost assets or propertigénihnames of the couple.

» Women participation in the entire processes of ttieseent planning and
implementation should be ensured.

= Creation of community resources of fuel and foddamnd facilities for health,
nutrition and clean drinking water which are beciefifor women.

= Women should be equally treated with their malentexparts in the allocation of
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jobs to the displaced people. In case of the wolaeking the requisite skill, the
project authorities or rehabilitation authoriti¢sald take necessary steps to provide
them the required skill training before absorbingn in the jobs.

= Provision of sanitation facility in the resettlenhenlony

» National Relief and Rehabilitation Act mandatory.

» Representation of women officials in the Relief @&ehabilitation authorities who
can better realize the gender issues in displacearehassist the displaced women
for better rehabilitation.

= Provision of Educational facilities in the resattlent colonies to benefit the children
in general and girl children in particular for theducational attainment.

Conclusion:

Thus, women are the worst victims of violence davelopment-induced
displacement. The problems of displacement arenemas for them. Although women
have participated in the protest movements agdhestdevelopment projects inducing
displacement, still they have not yet been proviaith equal beneficiaries status in the
relief and rehabilitation packages.Until the reli@hd rehabilitation authorities are
represented by women, who are able to addresgehder issues and concerns in
rehabilitation, genuine development is possible.
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