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Today the empowerment of women has become one of the most important concerns 
of 21st century. Empowerment of women is essentially the process of upliftment of 
economic, social and political status of women, the traditionally underprivileged ones, 
in the society. The constitution have provided a platform for women in political 
participation and decision –making at the grassroots level through Panchayati raj 
system under article 40(Directive Principle of State Policy).The present study deals 
with empowerment of women and Panchayati raj Institutions through Education and 
Reservation. The present paper is to examine the status of women empowerment in 
the context of Panchayati Raj Institutions through Education and Reservation.  
KEYWORDS: Women empowerment, Panchayati Raj, Education and Reservation 
policy. 
INRODUCTION: 
Introduction Women empowerment is the most used and discussed term today. The   
empowerment of women is becoming an increasingly popular term in human rights 
and developmental discourses. Women play significant role in all walks of life. 
Empowerment of women is a necessary basic condition for socio economic 
development of any society. Although women constitute one half of the population, 
they continue to be subjugated, unequal in socio-economic and political status. 
Women have been struggling for self-respect and autonomy. Since mid 1980’s owing 
to questioning by women themselves about their oppressed status and plight through 
varied women’s movements, the issue of ‘women empowerment’ came into focus. 
OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY  
The objective of the present paper is to examine the status of women empowerment in 
the context of Panchayati Raj Institutions through Education and Reservation.  
METHODOLOGY 
The present paper is based on the secondary data collected from the secondary source 
i.e. published literature of the subject concern. 
DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS 
The concept of women empowerment has predominantly become a focus on political 
participation. The latter in turn in the context of the debate on the 81st Constitutional 
Amendment Bill regarding reservation for women in Parliament, has become a 
restricted discourse on the role of woman in formal representative institutions of 
decision-making, whether it is Panchayati Raj Institution or Parliament. In the 
process, empowerment of women emerges as an extremely limited concept. The fact 
that empowerment should imply a power to participate in the decision-making in all 
spheres of society, with no separation of the public and private and in all social, 
political, economic and cultural processes in society is completely obfuscated.  
The potentials of women remain largely unrecognised and their contributions are 
often overlooked. Several factors are responsible for women’s low participation. The 
most important ones are literacy, traditionalism, prejudices, economic dependency 
and the unfavourable political structure, with its high rate of predominantly male 
incumbency and slow turnover. The dire need today is to remove the disparity 
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between women’s formal political equality and their meaningful exercise of political 
power.  
2001 was the year of “Empowerment of Women” and was celebrated all over the 
world. We are now into the new century. The challenge before us now is not to just 
talk about the “gender equality” and awareness, but to initiate the process of 
transforming societies to turn away from “gender discrimination”. “Empowerment” 
includes overall development in terms of education, employment, legislative powers, 
decision making power and health and awareness. 
Women in Panchayati Raj Institution Political system and decision making process in 
seen clearly in the changes incorporated in the Panchayati Raj Institution. The 
objective of bringing improvement in the socio-economic condition of women could 
be successful only by taking suitable initiatives and measures for empowering them. 
Empowerment of women will not be possible unless they are provided proper 
representation in the political system. This objective should be achieved at desired 
level through making the provision of linking and associating maximum number of 
women in political affairs even at the lowest level of political activity.  
 In recently introduced Panchayati Raj Institution, the policy for reservation in favour 
of women has therefore, been thought as an important approach to maximize their 
participation in the local level. Political system and decision making process in the 
activities of rural area. Under the 73rd amendment of constitution of Panchayati Raj 
Institution, one third of the total seats for scheduled caste, backward class, scheduled 
tribes and general caste women members in sarpanches of village Panchayat, Block 
Panchayat, District Panchayat are reserved for women candidate. Conceptually, 
providing representation to women in Panchayati Raj Institution could be accepted as 
an important planning approach regarding minimizing the traditional felling of people 
about the status of women in our society, particularly in terms of keeping women 
under the subjugation of men, imposing restrictions by the households and society 
against them in the availment of certain opportunities and several other social, cultural 
and traditional binding disfavoring them for improving personal life style and status in 
existing social and economic setting. 
Consequently this newly introduced policy would enhance the possibilities of 
increasing equalities in the process of socio-economic development, participation in 
different activities in mutual understandings, status and role to pay in the house hold 
and the activities performed outside households and different decision making 
processes of the family among men and women. This would also develop the 
understanding of women. 
Empowerment through education is the most important step to begin with. With 
education comes the awareness and strength to stand up and demand one‟s rights. 
Education here should not be confused with literacy. It has a deep rooted aim of 
empowerment of the human being which lead to worldview building and development 
of self and is the force behind all revolutions and reformations. Creating supportive 
environment to ensure greater political participation of women is the prerequisite to 
make the system of Panchayati Raj more participative and ensure holistic 
representation. Special provisions to ensure smooth and fair election process of 
women to panchayats need to be implemented. This could be done by appointing a 
special officer to look into the matters relating to the same. Granting more decisive 
power to the local bodies is a step further in the empowerment of women sarpanches. 
The bureaucratic structures should function as an aide to the Gram Panchayats. Civil 
society organizations can help in empowering the women by educating them directly 
and being an ally in representing their cause to state authorities 
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Panchayat could be an important instrumental measure of achieving improvement in 
the socio-economic status and strengthening the empowerment of women. However, 
the motive of policy introduction an empowerment women would mainly depend 
upon its implementing process, socio-economic and political background and 
characteristics of elected women representatives in the village Panchayats. Factors 
such as the attitude and intention of elected women towards the initiation of various 
development programmes and capacity in making efforts in linking different segments 
of village population with the introduced programmes also matter very much in 
improving the status of women representatives in the social environment of the village 
Panchhayats. 
The reservations have strengthened the feeling of women empowerment is believed 
that planning initiatives for achieving the goal of increasing participation of women 
through the recently introduced Panchayati Raj Institution could be an important 
measure for empowering women and bringing desirable improvement in their socio-
economic and political status. In this regard the policy of reservation 1/3 (50% ) seats 
for women in village and block and district level Panchayat was introduced. The 
provision were also made to strengthen the Panchayati Raj institutions by providing 
various administrative rights and duties, financial power and the freedom to make, 
initiatives for generating finances locally from different sources. 
Conclusion  
Women are contributing half of population of country and though we have given 50 
per cent reservation in Panchayati Raj Institution to them for their political 
empowerment.. Empowerment is a imparting the power to powerless part of the 
society. Providing constitutional rights is not enough for the political empowerment of 
the women in rural self governance. Along with the reservation, it’s a duty of 
government and society to create such environment where women can enjoy their 
political rights and participate in the decision making without pressure and hesitation. 
Reference: 

1. Simmi Agnihotri and Vijay Singh, indian journal of public 
administration 418 / vol. lx, no. 3, july-september 2014. 

2. Krishnaveni .D. “Political Empowerment of Dalit Women through 
Panchayat Raj in India: Situation Analysis.” International Journal 
of Humanities and Social Science Invention(IJHSSI), vol. 6, no. 
10, 2017, pp. 01–03. 

3. Siwal B.R.(2002). Political Empowerment of Women “, Women’s 
Link, Vol.8, No.2 

4. Saxena K. S. (1999). Women’s political participation in India, 
sublime publications Jaipur,  

5. Subha K.,and Bargava B.S. (2000) Feminism and Political 
Empowerment of Women at the Grass -Root. The Karnataka 
Experience, South Asian Journal of Socio -Political Studies,. (1)2, 
June Dec. 


