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Ekalavya Model Residential Schools(EMRS) was launched during 1997 – 1998 to 
provide quality education to the Scheduled Tribe students . It was decided by Ministry Of 
Tribal Affairs to utilize a part of the funds under 100 Model Residential Schools from 
class VI to XII in different tribal concentrated  states of the country . Out of the sanction 
271 schools in favour of 25 states , so far  190 are in operation . EMRS are envisaged on 
the lines of jawahar Navodaya Vidyalya but with state centre management. The present 
investigation aims at studying the problems associated with teaching of odia language 
faced by heads of institution teachers and students in EMRS of Odisha. The sample 
consisted of 06 Principals 12 odia teachers (06 TGT and 06 PGT) teachers 360 (180Boys 
and 180Girls) of class X students  of EMRS, Odisha The study revealed that the problem 
associated  with EMRS in Odisha were relating to syllabus review, examination process, 
methods, process of evaluation, teacher teaching learning process in residential schools . 
KEYWORDS- Ekalavya Model Residential School (EMRS)  
 
Introduction 
 
 Man is the supreme creation of the Almighty. He only has the power to think 
rationally, judge judicially, live socially, apply intelligently and last but not the least is 
that he can speak efficiently to express his feeling, happiness and sorrows to others. The 
most powerful factor to express the inner feelings of man is language. 

 Language is proved to be the determining factor of uniting or dividing the people. 
The statuses are in a boarder sense that the countries have been framed on the basis of 
either area or language. Odisha is the first state that was formed on the basis of language 
in a multi-lingual country like India. 

 Among the different languages a man is free and intimate with his mother tongue 
just like his mother. So mother tongue has a unique and special place in the life of a man. 
Realizing this fact each and every commission for education and all the methods of 
teaching adopted by the eminent educationalists have given a due place to teach through 
one’s mother tongue. The standard of living, degree of development and quality of life of 
the people to a great extent depends upon their quantity and quality of education. In order 
to elevate the economic condition and educational development of SCs, and STs, 
provision of equalization of opportunity for them with other population at all stages and 
all levels is essentially inevitable. But teaching the tribals is a big problem as most of 
tribals speak languages in which there is no such written alphabet. Even in a locality, 
district or state tribals speak different dialects just like Qui, Mundari, Santali, Oram and 
Kishan languages etc. are used in Odisha although the common lingua franca of Odisha is 
Odia. Thus the regional language used in one’s own state becomes difficult like an alien 
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language while studying in school. As a result tribal children face a great deal of 
difficulties in schools during their study. 

 Keeping this in mind to provide equality of educational opportunity, the Govt. has 
taken different steps by setting up of both  residential and non-residential schools for 
gifted SC & ST learners to upgrade their achievement level. One such institution is 
Ekalavya Model Residential School (EMRS) which was established in 1997-1998 by the 
Govt. of India. But they have decided to keep the regional language of the state that 
should be the medium of instruction and must be a compulsory language. But with the 
passage of time although it becomes an English medium school, but Odia is taught as a 
compulsory language to them. Ekalavya Model Residential School (EMRS) is established 
in thickly concentrated tribal pockets of the state with the prime objective of setting up a 
model residential institution committed to impart quality education to the tribal students 
of the state from primary to senior secondary level and prepare them to become able 
future citizens at par with the students of main stream population. 

Rationale of the study  
 
 Ekalavya Model Residential School (EMRS) was started during 1997- 1998 in 
our country to provide quality education to the tribal students. In Odisha the 
establishment of Ekalavya Model Residential School (EMRS) was started on 31st March 
2000 under Odisha Model Tribal Education Society (OMTES) regulated by ST & SC 
Development Department, Govt. of Odisha, Bhubaneswar. The purpose of setting up of 
EMRS in Odisha is to provide quality education to tribal students and prepare them to 
become future citizens at par with the students of main stream population. 

 The curriculum of EMRS is based on the objective of Odia language for the tribal 
students of Odisha. As EMRS is CBSE pattern institution, Odia language is not 
emphasized like other subjects taught in the school curriculum. In EMRS of Odisha there 
is insufficient number of Odia subject teachers to teach Odia language which creates a 
great difficulty to tribal students for learning Odia language. 

 The teachers who are appointed have also no requisite educational qualifications 
to teach Odia language. Most of the teachers have not taken Odia Honours at graduation 
level but teach Odia language in the school and are appointed as Odia subject teachers. 
The teaching learning materials (TLM) provided to the students is insufficient. There is 
always scarcity of text books in Odia language for the students. The library facility 
providing to the students is inadequate. There are no Odia newspapers, Odia journals, 
Odia magazines and Odia language lab available in the library for the tribal students. The 
Odia subject teachers do not follow proper teaching methods to teach students. As the 
teachers are not provided regular orientation training program, Odia seminar and 
refresher course etc, the teachers face many difficulties to teach Odia in EMRS. As the 
evaluation procedure made by the teachers in EMRS is not in proper and suitable method, 
there is no progress of students irrespective of teaching of Odia language. The mother 
tongue of ST students is not Odia, rather they have many dialects, while communicating 
with their peers. 

 Most of the teachers teaching in EMRS of Odisha, do not know the tribal 
language (dialects). As the tribal students are in regular practice of speaking their own 
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language (dialects), it is too difficult to teach Odia language to them by the non-tribal 
teachers. It also creates a big gap among teachers and students in EMRS. 

 Thus, it is a great challenge for both the teachers and the students of EMRS to 
improve Odia language. Mention may be made here that the investigator has been 
working in an EMRS as an Odia teacher since one decade and has experienced the same. 

 Many a times the investigator face serious problems with regarding the 
communication of his feelings before the students as he is not a tribal one. This might be 
a common problem with that of other teachers as well as the students of EMRS. 

 Therefore the investigator has shown his interest to analyse the problem and by 
doing some research work, so as to improve the Odia language among the tribal students 
so that they will develop learning skills in Odia which will help them to learn other 
subjects like Social Studies, Science and Mathematics etc. which are written in Odia. 
Further keeping in view the facts given above certain questions aroused in his mind of the 
investigator like: 

 

i) Whether the Odia curriculum of EMRS is based on the objectives of teaching 
Odia ? 

ii)  What are the human and material resources available in the EMRS for 
teaching Odia ? 

iii)  Are the teachers of EMRS competent enough to guide the tribal students 
whose mother tongue is not Odia ? 

iv) What are the methods/approaches followed by the teachers of EMRS while 
teaching Odia ? 

v) What is the evaluation practice of teachers in EMRS to know the achievement 
level of students in Odia ? 

vi) What are the problems faced by ST students while learning Odia ? 
vii)  What are the problems faced by the teachers of EMRS while teaching Odia to 

ST students. 
 

These questions need to be answered systematically. There by     this study. 
 
Statement of the Problem-  

Problems Associated with Teaching of Odia Language In Ekalavya Model 
Residential Schools(EMRS) in  Odisha. 

 
Objective Of The Study 
 

i) To analyze the syllabus in view of the objectives of teaching Odia at High 
School level of EMRS in Odisha. 

ii)  To examine the methods/approaches adopted by teachers of EMRS while 
teaching Odia to ST students. 

iii)  To examine the process of evaluation followed by the teacher of EMRS. 
iv) To provide suggestion for the improvement of teaching Odia Language in 

EMRS of Odisha. 
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Operational definition of the key term used 
 
EMRS - Here is this Study EMRS (Ekalavya Model Residential School) refers to 
the types of Schools meant to provide quality education up to Secondary and Higher 
Secondary ST students in remote areas. Further, these schools enable to students to 
complete higher education programme effectively and to help them to avail the facilities 
of reservation in higher and professional educational courses as well as higher level of 
jobs in various sectors. These schools have been affiliated to State Boards and they have 
the best opportunities in education at par with the non-ST population. 
 
Delimitation 
 The present study was delimited to only class X students of 06 EMRS of the 03 
Revenue Divisions of Odisha. 
 
Design Of the study 
 
Method: Survey method both (analytic and descriptive) were followed for the study. 
 
Population: All the students of Class X, all the Odia teachers of the EMRS, and all the 
Principals of EMRS, Odisha constituted the population for the present study. 
 
Sample : A number of 06 EMRS (02 from each RD) from the 03 Revenue Division, all 
the students of Class X from these EMRS and all the Principals along with all the Odia 
teachers were selected as samples.  
 
Tools and Techniques  
 For the present study the investigator had followed the following techniques for 
collecting relevant data from the respondents and the EMRS of Odisha. 
 
i. School Records. 
ii. Self-Made Achievement Test for Class X students in Odia. 
iii. Questionnaire for the students of Class X. 
iv. Questionnaire for the Odia teachers. 
v. Interview schedule for Principals. 
 
Procedure of data collection 
 
 By personal contact and extensive field visit to each EMRS of Odisha data were 
collected by the investigator. 
 
Data analysis and interpretation 
 
 The collected data were analyzed point-wise based on the theme in tabular form 
both qualitatively and quantitatively. Descriptive statistics were followed for the same 
and interpretation were made accordingly. 
 



Online International Interdisciplinary Research Journal, {Bi-Monthly}, ISSN 2249-9598, Volume-08, Sept 2018 Special Issue (01) 

 

 
w w w . o i i r j . o r g                      I S S N  2 2 4 9- 9 5 9 8 

 
Page 232 

Major findings – 
 The major findings which are based on the analysis  and interpretation of the data 
collected from various sources i.e from the questionnaire design for the practicing 
teachers in odia from the interview of the investigator  with the students, teachers and 
from the opinions of the principals in the field are stated hereunder. 

I. The syllabus dos not prepare the students for there future life.  
II.  It is neither life centre nor work oriented. 

III.  The syllabus framers  are not very clear about the objectives . 
IV.  The syllabus dos not   create interest and desire in the minds of the 

children for langue learning. 
V. It is not best on psychological principles. 

VI.  Majority of the teachers do not seen  to have developed interest in mother 
tongue subjects. 

VII.  Teacher do not give much importance to laud reading and silent reading 
are the time of the teaching  

VIII.  Teacher do not prepare lesson plan & lesson scheme regularly . 
IX.  The teacher does not give importance to develop the language ability of 

the poor students. 
X. The entire process  of teaching has become examination oriented  

XI.  No importance is given to oral examination. 
XII.  Questions are not objectives . 

XIII.  Students do not prepare with care and they neglect mother tongue more in 
comparison to other subjects . 

XIV.  Students do not have a favorable attitude for mother tongue.     
 
Educational implication:- 

As point out earlier, the defects in mother tongue teaching , proper  corrective majors 
are to be taken   to improve the achievement of the students .The investigator makes the 
following recommendations for  raising  the standard of the students  

1.  The teachers, the students , the syllabus framers  and other connect with teaching 
, learning of mother tongue should have  clear about the objectives .  

2. Courses of the studies  should be prescribe after taking  into consideration  of the 
age, ability , culture  of  the students . 

3. The present syllabus should be thoroughly  revised  and be prepared in different 
style. 

4. Subject matter of the contain  should have close  relation  with the needs  and life 
of the people and society around.  

5. It is recommended that subject teacher should  be appointed  here  after 
completing  B.A  with odia  as one of the optional/ honors subjects and B.Ed. 
trained . 

6. Teacher and students  having devotion for the subject should duly be appreciated . 
7. Oral examination should from and integral part of our examination in mother 

tongue . 
8. Reduced  subjectivity  in the evaluation  and introducing objective and short  

answer type  question. 
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9. Three dimensional blue print  having objectives, content, harms of questions 
dimension should be used  while framing question papers. 

10.The Board of  Secondary Education  should take  special care to     improve the 
standard of  odia teaching and nationalized text book. 

11. Subject exports may be appointed  by the Govt. who will supervise  activities of 
mother tongue teachers. 

 
Suggestion for further Research:  

The true investigation should be under taken in the following 0areas.  
1. A study on attitude of students towards mother tongue in primary/secondary / 

Higher secondary schools.  
2. Problem faced by rural and urban secondary school teachers in teaching 

mother tongue. 
 
3. A comparative study may be conducted  to examine  the problem faced by the  

teachers teaching mother tongue and social science . 
 
4. The problems of primary, secondary / Higher Secondary, college , University 

teachers  towards teaching  odia langue . 
 
 Conclusion:- Odia language is going to be dismissing due to the influence of the 
modernization. The finding of the study will give the clear picture about the status and 
problems related to Odia language teaching at Eklavaya Model Residential Schools. This 
research study can provide valuable facts regarding the present status of Odia language 
teaching that can help to solve the problems related to this issue. It will also enable to 
EMRS students of Odisha to learn Odia language with enthusiasm and learning ability 
specifically for ST category. 
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