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Literature has seen many changes from last few decades. Many literary theories has been 
involved to analyse the text. One of the perspective is ecocriticism lens, which is recently 
been developed. Literary critics has used ecocriticism to study the fiction and how nature 
has always given special place in the fiction. Here in this research paper, i am going to 
analyse novel Nectar in a Sieve by Kamala Markandaya. Nature takes care of us as 
mother takes care of her children. But do we return her kindness, no, we failed to do that. 
And when this happens cruel and harsh side of nature is seen in the form of floods, 
drought, heavy rainfalls. Same thing happens in the novel under consideration.  
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As time passes, species come and go, poetry and literature never dies. Literature and 
environment has a unique connection between them. Literature has always explored 
environment it it’s work. Genres change  and writing style innovate, literary trends 
amended, things which do not change is existence of the nature. Our earth has seen eras, 
many civilisations lived and perished, but the nature still exists. In the modern age, 
simple living is a distant thing, modern life style and hectic schedule, always keep people 
under pressure. Man is going away from presence of the nature. Writers, authors. are the 
one who actually find time to spend it  in the lap of nature. This love for nature reflected 
in the works of writers, poets, when this feeling for environment turns in to creative 
writing. This when comes the existence ecocriticism or green studies. If we define it in 
simple words. ‘Ecocriticism’, is the study of relationship between  literature and nature. 
Ecocriticism is one of the newly emerging movement and it has occupied space in the 
literature. It has been benevolent in the field of humanities. Advancement in the 
technology in the past few decade posed threat to integrity of our nature. Nature has 
always been kind to human beings, but in return we as human failed to return it’s favour 
in form of conservation and preservation. Urbanisation, industrialisation, deforestation, 
increase in pollution and population at an alarming rate has imbalanced the equilibrium 
of environment. Demolition of nature is so fast that environment could not cope up to 
meet the requirements of people, if this continues, we human being would loss our very 
existence. Literature had always utilized environmentin in it’s fiction as a backdrop, as a 
theme etc., but to demarcate a particular theory never came to the mind of literary critics. 
William Ruckert is the first one to coin this term ‘Ecocriticism’ in his critical writing, 
“Literature and Ecology : An Experiment in Ecocriticism” in 1978. Ecocriticism is first 
proposed by the pioneer or the father of this theory, U.S.A. based Cheryll Glotfelty. 
Learners of English, always analysed literature from the lens of either linguistic, or 
cultural or social background but the ecocritics used their perspective from the different 
angle. They think nature exist as a link which effects our evolution as race and maintain 
our ecology. Ecology is constituted by two words eco and logy, eco emerged from greek 
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word ‘oikos’, which depicts household earth and logy elaborates a logical discourse, 
together means framing a logical interpretation of environment. Ruckert explained how 
ecocriticism interpolated ecology and ecological principles in literature. Ecocriticism 
supervened not only as a study of environment or just to cajole nature, there are many 
subjects restricted to the study of environment study but ecocriticism has quest for 
understanding text from the  nature’s perspective. This relation between literature and 
environment, is explored by literary critics in ecocriticism, as a commitment to nature. 
First think which comes to our mind when we hear about ecocriticism is that it would be 
about the plants, animals, birds, etc. but in actual it is like unlayering the startum of the 
literary text, bring out the unconventional notion that no one did before. Ecology is about 
to find the interconnectedness between human and non human beings, finding affinity 
between places, animals, earth and literary text. From the ancient times humans were 
considered as superior to all the being evolved on the earth, it is the only living being 
cultured and civilised on the earth. Humans think they are master of nature and nature is 
here to serve it. We sometimes forget that nature is for all, every organism has equal 
rights on the nature. Ecocriticism supports equality of every being. Ecology also brings 
about the challenge we are facing in preservation and conservation of environment to 
maintain a balance of ecosystem. Present day adversity of nature has caused by egoic 
human beings, who being selfish just pounce fruits of mother nature without taking care 
of it. Ecocriticism favours the ecoconsciousness in human and removing ego 
consciousness. We should not forget our ethical duty towards our mother nature. 

Ruckert pointed out that ecocriticism has two waves, first wave and second wave. First 
wave of ecocriticism brings in about nature writing, nature poetry, fiction involving 
environment. It analyses the factors for the cause of deterioration of biotic community. 
Our human culture is most complex and expanded culture, it is difficult to  bind it in a 
single frame. We have created havoc for environment in fulfilling our day to day need. 
This spoiling game is continued for many years but the now the situation  is that our earth 
is not able to cope up and has many disastrous effect on the life of the other organisms. 
Second wave apprises environmental justice issues. They have expanded their ways and 
weighed down the elements in our culture which directly and indirectly effects the 
environment. Human’s unethical activities leads to suffocation of other being’s life. 
Some species are on verge of extinction which can lead to imbalancing of ecosystem. 
Pioneer of ecocritics are Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803- 1832), Margaret Fuller (1810- 
1850), Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862) they actually made the presence of 
ecocriticism felt in literature. Ecocriticism was more prevalent in the works of American 
writers than U.K.  American writers were more on praising nature while in the U.K, they 
envisaged the threat on the environment caused by deforestation. Emerson’s work 
“Nature” bring about the comparison between the nature and the God. Henry Walden 
Thoreau in his autographical account “Walden” wrote  more about the ‘returning to 
nature’, seclusion from modern life. Robert Frost also has fetched nature in his works 
using woods, lakes, horses, stars etc. Jonathen Bate’s “The Song of the Earth” appraised 
that colonization has also promoted deforestation. Raymond William’s “Country and 
City” and Lawrence Coupe;s “The Green Studies” has given wide perspective towards 
with bio diversity. 
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In lirerature writers has given a special place to nature, for example Anita Desai’s Fire on 
the Mountain deals with man’s moral and ethical values causing imbalance of ecosystem. 
There is huge impact of britishers on Indian English writers. Due to increase in 
technology, expansion of urbanization in rural areas has caused  deterioration of 
environment. These problems has found place in the plot of many novels. One of writer 
who has shown rural setting in her fiction is Kamala Marknadaya. Her novel Nectar in a 
Sieve, can be analysed in ecocritical context. How human and non human factors come 
together and made together effective living. All character’s of novel Nectar in a Sieve, 
are directly or indirectly dependent on the nature for their living as their main occupation 
is farming. Any kind of environmental crisis such as drought, irregular rain and monsoon, 
hits them. Ecocritics finds animals as important link which connects nature and human as 
they are important of our life and even ecosystem. In the following novel cruelity towards 
animals and cruelity of monsoon towards human go side by side. Nectar in a sieve is a 
story of Rukmani and Nathan, whose life goes through all the odds but still stick by her 
husband side. Her husband is a poor peasant, their livelihood depends upon the mercy of 
the monsoon. In one of the year, heavy rain destroyed their all crops and puts them in a 
situation which later devasted their life. They fall in poverty, Rukmani  find it hard to 
feed her family. Their situation worsens when tannery enters their life  and land they have 
also get snatched from them. Their two sons got killed due to false accusation os stealing 
calf skin. One of her son Murugan goes to city for earning and her daughter Ira falls 
under prostitute to save her younger brother from starving , still he could not live more. 
Overall, Rukmani’s family ruins  because of harshness of monsoon. At one side, 
modernism expands in their village and on the other side rural life is decreasing.  

 Rukmani and Nathan goes to the city to search for their son and on their way, hire a 
bullock cart. Bullock in the novel is a metaphor of the harshness of the city. Carterman 
keep on pulling cart despite that bullock gets bruises and wounds on one of it’s leg. He 
also not hesitate to overload carter. Rukmani mentions about the visit of birds like 
flamingo, paddy birds in their rice field before the entry of tannery in the village. 
Rukmani was living a content life but later on entry of tannery industry ruins their 
innocent life. Bird’s entry in to their rice field reduces, only birds they can see is kites, 
eagles, who mainly comes to prey any dead offal. Their life also becomes like scavenging 
birds, they run into rags, loose all possession. Scarcity of foods leads them to look for 
food everywhere. Apart from bullocks and birds there is also a cobra in the novel, who 
gets cruelly mutilated in to pieces by Nathan out of fear. Cobra do not do any wrong to 
him and his wife, still he killed cobra. Cobra gets rid of pests, insects, agriculturally they 
are beneficial to farming. As he killed cobra, he faces it’s consequences, later his rice 
field deteriorates. They fall in poverty. Entry of tannery do not do any good to villagers. 
It hampers the innocent serene beauty of rural life. Loud noise from industry harms the 
bird’s life. Animals life gets disturbed too. Rukmani;s son Arjun said, 

“They are pulling down houses around the maidan and there is a long line of bullocks 
carts.” (Markandaya 25) 

This very line shows uprooting of settled home to make space for nature destroyer 
tannery and how animals are drawn hard to labour. 

According to Rukmani,  
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“Even the birds have forgotten to sing or else their calls are lost to us.” (Markandaya 20) 

Introduction of tannery also brings lots of noises from the industry. It has negative effect 
on the birds’s and native animals life this leads to reduction in their numbers. Hearing 
plays important part in the small birds and animals living. Small sensitive animals may 
become deaf and may fall prey to wild animals easily. Industries, factories are reason for 
extinction of small species. Rain is also the reason for suffering of Rukmani. Due to bad 
monsoon she has to fetch water from distant water reservoir that too in reserve quantity. 
They failed to irrigate their land properly. Growing fish in paddy fields was quite a loss 
for Rukmani and Nathan. They should sow some other cereals too to combat any 
unwanted situation.Not only in rural areas but Markandaya has also shown urban areas 
too. The open sewage system when Rukmani and Nathan enters doctor’s house, air there 
was filled with the foul smell. That shows congested and suffocating life of the city. 
Nectar in a Sieve by Kamala Markandaya is one of many novel in literature that can be 
analysed through  ecocritical views. After ecocoriticism came, many novels are 
considered through ecocritical lens. Whole story revolves around their survival, quality of 
human. And at the end, again rain falls and monsoon stabilizes them but what they lost 
can never be restored.  Nature is personified in this novels and this perception makes the 
novel delightful to read. 
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