
Online International Interdisciplinary Research Journal, {Bi-Monthly}, ISSN 2249-9598, Volume-08, Sept 2018 Special Issue (01) 

 w w w . o i i r j . o r g                      I S S N  2 2 4 9- 9 5 9 8 
 

Page 157 

Alienation in Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni’s Queen of Dreams 
 
 
aS. Brailin Theola, bK Sumathi, 
aReg No. 11145,Research Scholar, Department of English, S.T Hindu College, Nagercoil, 
India, Affiliated to Manonmaniam Sundaranar University, Thirunelveli- 12. 
bGuide, Associate Professor and Head, Department of English,Vivekananda College, 
Agasteeswaram India, Affiliated to Manonmaniam Sundaranar University,  
Thirunelveli-12 
            
     
      
The present paper aims to study an alienated life of the characters in the novel Queen of 
Dreams. In the novel Divakaruni explores the psychic connections and hidden truths of 
the characters through dreams that can reveal the inner and outer worlds. The novel not 
only interprets the dreams of clients, but also tries to expose the alienated life they 
undergo.  Pictures of the ancient India and modern America is concurrently projected 
through a dream teller mother, who migrated from India with her husband and her 
daughter Rakhi.Alienation is a multifaceted state of mind and emotion which includes a 
wistful longing for the past, often symbolized by the ancestral home, the pain of exile and 
homelessness. Throughout the world women is expected to be a subsidiary to men as well 
as the family members. From the isolated life women try to overcome their life through 
their fortitude power.  
KEYWORDS: Alienation, Dream, Bicultural,Globalization, Biological, Diasporic, 
Suppression. 
Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni’s Queen of Dreams is often considered to be an 
autobiographical workwhich reflects both traditional and modern ways of life. Women of 
Divakaruni alwaysstruggle to live and adapt in their own society they belong to. The tale 
travels around the unusual relationship between a dream-teller mother and her daughter 
Rakhi. Rakhi’s mother is an Indian-born mother who refuses to tell about her past. 
Rakhi’s mother hides her past in an attempt to prevent her daughter from experiencing an 
inevitable split between her Indian and American identities. Still, she realizes that her 
reticence may force her daughter to imagine her own ethnicity as well as her mother’s 
native country through the Western perspective that she has experienced so far. The 
consistent emotional longing for the past imparts a rare richness to the expression, 
Agarwal in her Bicultural Sensibility said that: 

The Mingling of East and West, haunting of past and present, the crisis of identity, 
allurement of west and the consolation of East imparts a rare quality of richness and 
profundity to the wrings of Divakaruni. The perennial current of human sympathy and the 
longing for human love emancipates her diasporic sensibility from being localized and 
leads it towards the current of globalization and universality. (149) 

It is quite clear that Divakaruni as a diasporic writer does not confine to the expatriate 
experiences of women alone but her writings and the messages in them expose her as a 
universal writer. 

Abstract 
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Rakhi’s mother, the first generation Indian immigrant in America is the queen of dreams. 
Her job consists of interpreting other people’s dreams and warning them about the 
imminent dangers and problems that are going to befall on them.  Rakhi, her daughter is a 
young divorcee and a struggling artist.  Born in America, she has developed a feeling of 
belonging to her land of birth. Yet she undergoes both familial and social alienation as 
she doesn’t accept her familial atmosphere and is not accepted by the culture of the new 
land. She runs a tea-shop named “The Chai House” to extend financial support to her 
family. Belle is her partner and her past friend, a second generation Indian American who 
provides a sharp contrast to Rakhi in her pro-American attitude. Although Rakhi is 
comfortable with her American life, she feels now and then a strong connection with her 
Indianness.  However, her mother wants to spare her the tale of her strange and painful 
past in India and her ability to read dreams.  This arouses her curiosity and she starts 
craving for all things Indian.  She admits, “I hungered for all things Indian because my 
mother never spoke of the country.  She had grown up in- just as she never spoke of her 
past” (QOD 35).Almost all the characters in the novel experience the spirit of alienation 
as they are denied access  

and space in the constitution of family, society, freedom, economic independence, love, 
care, etc. of a foreign country. The physical and mental anguish they undergo both at 
their homeless homes and in the indifferent society make them feel too insignificant. 

My mother always slept alone until I was eight years old, I didn’t give it much though. ... 
My discovery occurred on an afternoon when I’d gone to play at the home of my 
classmates . . . Why don’t you sleep with Dad?  I kept asking . . . Don’t you love us? . . . I 
do love you . . . I don’t sleep with you or your father because my work is to dream.  I 
can’t do is in bed with me. (4-7) 

Though Rakhi and her mother feel alienated in the new land, Rakhi undergoes an under 
current bond with intensely for India, and wishes for closeness with her own mother- a 
closeness that has always been denied to her because of her mother’s profession of being 
a dream teller. 

In the alien land, people who have got accustomed to the western culture like Rakhi’s 
mother, opine that the dream interpretation is a science practiced by the psychologists 
whereas the Indian culture considers the interpretation of dream as a divine gift.  This 
power is possessed by Rakhi’s mother and she relishes the gift.  She does not want to 
share her secrets even with her daughter. In the article The Reproduction of Mothering. 
Psychoanalysis and the sociology of gender, Chodrow Nancy suggests that, a mother may 
“identify with her own mother as she tries nurture her own child, thus sharing with her 
child the possession of a good mother” (90).  This rarest gift, confer upon her dream turns 
to be the main cause for the alienation that Rakhi as well as her mother experiences. 
Though Rakhi’s mother could detect the factor for her alienation shefound it inescapable. 
She was obsessed with her vocation of dream telling. She expresses this as, “I wanted to 
be an interpreter.... I grew obsessed with the idea.  I saw it as a noble vocation, at once 
mysterious and helpful to the world.  To be an interpreter of the inner realm seemed so 
Indian” (35). Her love for her country and profession project her committed and an 
alienated individual. 
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Rakhi’s mother’s life is furtive, fragmented and gloomy.  According to her “A dream is a 
telegram from the hidden world” (34). Rakhi shows implicit obedience to her mother as 
learns not to question her mother. Though her mother has spoken freely about various 
matters that were taboo in Indian families maintaining such secret about boyfriends, 
biological changes, unwanted incidents that happen at school, she remains silent over 
matter of dreams.  Rakhi yearns for all things Indian because her mother never spoke of 
her motherland and her past. Rakhi’s mother is always busy as she spends much of her 
time on the phone probably because her clients prefer not to meet her.  Rakhi’s mother is 
careful about not revealing her dreams to her family members lest it would disrupt her 
family life. The way Rakhi’s mother isolates herself from her daughter and husband; they 
too force themselves to live in a world of cocoon where there is no possibility for 
interpersonal relationship between them. Rakhi’s mother resents her failure as a mother. 
She is not able to give up her dream telling for the sake of her family. She is not even 
able to disclose it to her lovable daughter. Rakhi’s mother comes to evaluate her role in 
her daughter’s life when she illumines: 

I was not a good mother to Rakhi.  I covered her, but not fully.  To love someone is fully 
is to give up selfhood, and I could not risk that.  She knew this.  Perhaps that is why she 
constantly longed to understand who I am, to become who I am. I did not have the power 
to give her the latter, even if I wished such a fate on her if I gave her the former, it would 
have destroyed me. (297) 

The noticeable gap that exists between a mother and her daughter because of the 
professional and emotional barrier is quiet explicit in Rakhi’s mother’s narration. 
However, Rakhi also wants to understand the dream interpretations scientifically. She is 
shocked to see her mother’s role and behaviour as a dream interpreter.  Rakhi is also 
happy that she has not learnt the ways of her mother. Though she wants to analyse, the 
both the pros and cans of dream- telling, she likes to remain in a distance. This brings out 
the insecure feelings of her. After her mother’s death, Rakhi went in search of the 
meaning of life and she tried to understand her relationship with her father, her friend 
Belle, her husband Sonny and her daughter Jona. 

Compare to her mother Rakhi is pathetic character who tries to get out of her alienated 
life and as a result, she tries to reopen a shop with the help of her father. The Chai House, 
later renamed as Kurma House, is an embodiment of cultural fusion of cuisine, music 
conversation and myth through which she makes an effort to assimilating them into the 
American mainstream.  After the death of her mother, she feels close to her father for the 
first time and she realises that he is not the same indifferent man as he used to be.  Earlier 
she has never sensed any closeness with him. “I cannot remember a single instance in my 
life when I felt close to him” (QOD 115). Actually, the love that existed between the 
daughter and her father was really immeasurable. 

In addition Rakhi learns about her parent’s past through her father. Her father offers her 
both physical and moral support in Chai business. They read her mother’s journal 
together. She discovers in her a genuine and mature relationship budding with Sonny as 
she herself changes and adapts to the new atmosphere. Her father Gupta also realizes his 
failure to love his family members. Earlier he did not even think much about his family. 
He was interested only in testing variety of delicious and reading new magazines. Her 
mother also avoided her father. They both failed as life partners in addition to being the 
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failed parents to their only daughter Rakhi.  Only after the death of his wife, he starts 
turning the pages of his wife’s journals and paradoxically the pages of their past. The 
sudden demise of Mrs. Gupta redesigns the life of both Rakhi and her father forever. 
Rakhi understands the mysterious pattern of life. Hence, she is able to understand her 
father’s affection, Sonny’s love and her daughter’s affection. Rakhi tries to recall the face 
of her mother. Her excessive love for her mother forces her to think of India. The picture 
of India that she has had in her mind finds an outlet in the form of painting.  

To Rakhi, India is a place which she wants to visit.  As she is not able to understand her 
mother’s attitude and demeanour she wishes that she will be able to understand her 
mother if she comes to India.  Hence she has an assumed picture of India and she tries to 
exhibit her imagination and suppressed dream in her paintings. According to the advice 
of her first mother, Rakhi’s mother has to undertake her journey all alone. In one critical 
situation, Rakhi doubts that her mother has made the wrong choice of coming to America 
with her father. She always considers her mother as an alienated individual as she 
maintains no good rapport with her family members. She survives on cherishing the 
belief that loneliness is her only strength. 

As an orphan, Rakhi’s mother is not exposed to the constructive influence of the female 
circle which is highly traditional in Indian extended families.  The wifehood of Rakhi’s 
mother appears to be a bane as she firmly believes that “wives worked endlessly and 
without hope of praise, though if things went wrong, there was always plenty of flame” 
(Divakaruni 164).   Moreover, dream tellers are forbidden to get married and have 
children; their community defies the traditional family structure because they should be 
separated like the sages. If they get married, the dream talent will surely be gone from 
them.   In fact, the elders teach the novice dream-tellers that they should “be thankful of 
the lot have chasm, since their body will always be their own” (QOD 165). Since Rakhi’s 
mother’s identity is not constructed in a family but rather in a female group with its own 
rules, detached from society, the mother defines herself as a dream-teller, rather than as a 
mother and a wife though she yearns very much to mend her ways. Mrs. Gupta finds it 
hard to renounce the part of her that belongs to the dream-telling world. Hence, she lacks 
the experience of constructive social interaction with her family members especially with 
her husband and daughter. 

Rakhi’s life is filled with frustration and perplexity due to her complicated relationship 
with her mother.  Characterized by secrecy and isolation from society, her father’s life 
style does not serve as a constructive example to her.  So Rakhi prefers to lead a life of 
seclusion in all the possible ways. When Sonny attempts to contact his wife to prevent 
their divorce, Rakhi does not answer his phone calls as well as his endless messages, until 
one day he simply stops calling. Rakhi in her life fails to care her husband as her mother 
did. The lack of affection as well as love that she has received from her is given back to 
her husband. It is in turn has landed them down in the world of doubt, chaos and 
separation. The silence that Rakhi intentionally creates between her and her husband 
parallels her detachment from her mother that she experiences throughout her life. 
Rakhi’s daughter Jona also inherits her grandmother’s dream-telling talent. When Rakhi 
finds out that her daughter can predict the future by seeing other people’s dreams, she 
realizes that just as she did not know her mother, she does not know her daughter as fully 
as she thought she did. In Rakhi’s words:  
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She who had come out of my body, tiny and crumpled and containable – even she now 
has parts to her life than I can’t enter.  It doesn’t matter whether they’re real or imagined.  
I feel excluded all the same.  Like the rest of the family – my mother, my father, Sonny – 
she too has become an enigma. (QOD 65). 

Rakhi’s daughter Jona was going to be a foreteller like her grandmother. Once again, 
Rakhi faces her inability to understand the people she loves.  Finally Rakhi is turned to be 
a dream teller, like her mother and her daughter.  Thus the alienation of the particular 
characters, i.e., Rakhi,and her mother, Sonny and their identity crisis and the lack of 
emotional compliance are not confined to small corners of the world.  It is a state of 
dilemma that all human beings can understand. Divakaruni effectively portrays the 
miserable plight of the characters present in the novel Queen of Dreams. 
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