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[[ Abstract ]]

Literacy has been considered as a fundamental hugiarand to be literate is one of the
fundamental rights in the Indian constitution. tatey is not only about the ability to
read, write and do a simple calculation. but, ibigtl be a problem-solving with the
intention of helping one’s own self and develop 'srabilities. It is a tool for individual
empowerment as well as a means for social developidigeracy is at the heart of basic
education for all, and essential for eradicating kahds of individual and societal
problems relating to poverty, health, overpopulatigender inequality, sustainable
development, peace, democracy and so on so foithough, India has the highest
population of illiterate adults, 287 million, 37% the total population of such people
across the world, according to UNESCO'’s EducatmmAll (EFA) Global Monitoring
report. People often think that adult doesn’t need to texdte as they are old enough.
Due to such concepts, Adult literacy is a big cadle of our times. Adult literacy is
therefore, an impelling need, that would enabldtado acquire skill and knowledge to
properly fit into the new pattern of changing ld&ed situations which are fast moving
materially. Some significant outcome of adult ey were: adult literacy improve health
condition of the family, improve the environmenglfs in obtaining vocational skills,
rising strong literacy skills in family, control m&l disability leading to crime, increase
employment opportunity, etc. so, it can be conduithat adult literacy plays a big role in
shaping our society as well as individual life. Foe improvement of adult literacy the
government of India has been engaged with numbexdaft literacy programme from
time to time, and such effort is very much requitednake the nation a hub for man
power resource.
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1.0: Introduction:

Literacy has been considered as a fundamental huigiainand to be literate is also one
of the fundamental rights in the Indian constitnti&arlier the word ‘literate’ means to
be ‘familiar with literature’ or, more usually, ‘Weeducated or learned’. It was only in
the late nineteenth century that the concept hgsima a different meaning. Literacy
means acquaintance with the alphabet and abilitgad and write. UNESCO has further
liberalized the concept of literacy and its objeet have been stated in a more
comprehensive form - “Literacy is to help men andnmen to live fuller lives in
adjustment to the changing environment, to devéhapbest elements in their culture,
and to achieve social and economic progress, wihittfenable them to take their place
in the modern world, and to live together in peadgiother definition emanating from
the meeting in 2003 organized by the Basic Eduna8ector of The United Nations
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organizatigg NESCO) almost follows the
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traditional concept of functional literacy - “Licy is the capability to identify,
understand, interpret, create, communicate and ctampsing printed and written
materials linked with varying contents. Literacyatves a continuum of learning in
enabling the individual to attain his or her godisjld up his or her knowledge and
potentials, and contribute fully to the communibdavider society”.

According to Donald Block, "today literacy is faione than the ability to sound out a few
words of one syllable". "It focuses not on recogrgdasic words but on comprehension
of the world around us". As society and technolagyrapidly innovating, people need to
have the fundamental level of literacy for a meghihexistence in society. With this
fundamental level of literacy, people can progmess live with less difficulty in society;
it will also boost their skills in becoming mordegftive human beings.

Literacy, therefore, is not only about the abitiyread, write and do a simple calculation.
At the same time, it should be problem-solving wvilik intention of helping one’s own
self and develop one’s abilities. It is a tool fadividual empowerment as well as a
means for social development. In reality, litergcgt the heart of basic education for all,
and essential for eradicating all kinds of indiatland societal problems relating to
poverty, health, overpopulation, gender inequalgystainable development, peace,
democracy and so on so forth. Basic Literacy eqpigsls with literacy skills for life-
long education and promotes further learning. bieisocieties are better geared to meet
pressing problems and ensure better growth andajswvent.

1.1: Literacy in India:

The United Nations declared 1990 to be the Int@nat Literacy year, but still there are
796 million persons across the world exclusiveafihg basic literacy skills, over a third
of who are in India. India has the biggest popalatof illiterate adults at 287 million;
Females are generally in excess of displayed withese inhabitants by two to one
in comparison with men (UNESCO, 2011). Providirtgriacy to each and everyone in a
nation like India and that is also the most popslouthe world is by no means easy. The
latest figures from the census of India 2011 sdwas India is presently having 74.04%
literacy rate in overall from 12% at the end oftBh rule in 1947. Even though this was
a great improvement, the level is well below theldi@average literacy rate of 84%, and
among all nations, India currently has the largeshber of illiterate population. In spite
of all the government programmes implemented fgparting literacy, India's literacy
rate increased only "indolently,". The table givarlow shows the literacy rate of India
since 1951-2011.
Table 1.1: India Literacy rate since 1951-2011

Census year Per sons Males Females Male-Females
Literacy Gap
1951 18.33 27.16 8.86 18.30
1961 28.30 40.40 15.35 25.05
1971 34.45 45.96 21.97 23.98
1981 43.57 56.38 29.76 26.62
1991 52.21 64.13 39.29 24.84
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2001 64.83 75.26 53.67 21.59
2011 74.04 82.14 65.46 16.68
Sources: Census 2011: Provisional Population FdtdDIA

The above table no. 1.1 shows that the literacyellesf India has a growth of

approximately 10% in each census. In the year 1BB&literacy rate was only 18.33%
and in the current census 2011 literacy has gravi®o which is not so satisfactory in
today’s present context. It is an outcome of 60-g#forts Indian government gave in the
field of literacy. And unfortunately, the anothela@back of the literacy system is that
there is no great development in the area of Mameales gap in literacy rate in India, in
the year 1951 the male-female gap was 18.30% alhdhsthe recent census 2011 the
male-female gap was 16.68%.

Regarding Adult Literacy, India has the highest wlapon of illiterate adults, 287
million, 37% of the total population of such peomeross the world, according to
UNESCO'’s Education for All (EFA) Global Monitoringeport. According to “The
Economic Times (30 Jun 2015)”, Adult literacy (age years and above) rate in India
was around 71%. For adults also, the literacy irateiral areas was lower than that in
urban areas. In rural areas, the adult literacy veds 64% compared to 84% in urban
areas.

1.2: Importance of Adult Literacy:

Literacy is the foundation for a more humane wottdjmprove the standard of living
and quality of life of the people. People oftemkhthat adult doesn’t need to be literate
as they are old enough. Due to such concepts, Aitielicy is a big challenge of our
times. The rapidity and vastness of scientific amchnological changes have brought
about a transformation of our life pattern and vesedd all traditional modes and values.
New modes, new relations and new values are reygdtie old ones. In the alarming
realities of world situation, it is not an overtstaent at all that the future of mankind
hinges on education. Adult literacy and educat®nherefore, an impelling need, that
would enable people to acquire skill and knowletdgproperly fit into the new pattern of
changing life and situations which are fast movingterially. Morally, socially and
politically, illiterates are required to transfothreir lives to take intelligent interest in the
affairs of the world. Literacy is no longer the sopreserve of the chosen few. It is one
of man’s fundamental rights. Some of the fundamespects where literacy helps adults
are:

1.2.1: Adult Literacy and Health: Human beings are living in a very fast changind a
competitive world. And to cope up with these change need to stay healthy and fit. In
other words, people achieve a better quality & Vifhen life is balanced. The balance
here includes physical, mental and social needghAse achievements are possible only
when one is in good health. According to the Wadddalth Organization (WHO),
“Health is a state of complete physical, psychalafjiand social well-being and not
simply the absence of disease or infirmity.” Andtoer romantic definition by Freud is:
“Health is the ability to work and to love.” It & level of functional efficiency of living
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beings and a general condition of a person’s baupd and spirit, free from iliness,
injury and pain. It is a source of confidence irmyday life and positive outlook. There
is an old saying: 'Health is Wealth'. Thus, it ieryw important for each and every
individual to stay healthy for proper growth andvelepment of their mind and body.
Similarly, Adults also needs to stay healthy beeaassthe person gets older his physical
mental ability starts dwindling. So, older adulte at high risk for developing chronic
illnesses and related disabilities.

Considering the importance of good health varidtengts were made to improve health
among adults. Lesley Bartlett in her papénternational Literacy Day: Recommitting
Ourselves to Literacy for All” mentioned that, “eracy is the great enabler,” it correlates
with other vital capabilities. Studies suggest thav literacy is a pervasive and under-
recognised problem in health care. A sizeable @jmul in this world is functionally
illiterate, and many more have marginal literacjiskSuch patients may have difficulty
reading and understanding discharge instructioregjication labels, patient education
materials, consent forms, or health surveys. Plppessessing the literacy level of
individual patients or groups may avoid problemlimical care and health practices
(Terry, 2014). Higher levels of literacy will alsmrrelate with safer health behaviours,
such as accessing health services and use of cotmgrevent the transmission of
STD’s. Secondly, it can communicate skills of laople and professionals like doctors,
nurses, pharmacies and so on, in calculating meglidoses for intake, reading disease
prevention pamphlets and other instructions thatkesep can keep themselves and their
families healthy. However, millions of adults laitlese essential “health literacy” skills,
due to lack of literacy. In short literacy helpsulisl in guiding how they can prevent
disease, at the same time it will help reduce gireal of Sexually Transmitted Diseases
and another form of diseases. Health literacy foradult capacitates individuals to
obtain, process, and understand essential he&tthmation and services needed to make
suitable health decisions.

1.2.2: Adult Literacy and Environment: Human beings are both the causative agents
and victims of the changes that our environmemgpisg through. Everybody speaks of
the protection and preservation of environment.b@summits are organised to discuss
environmental issues. In the last hundred yearg thutual rapport among
environmentalists, social organizations and cultaee been analysed and discussed in
different fields like anthropology, sociology aneagraphy. All this shows the increasing
importance of environment. Above and beyond, & i®ality that life is united with the
environment. Humans and their surroundings argiated. (Puja, 2012)

Every Living being is bounded by materials and ésr¢hat make up its environment.
Environment is from where every living being deriite requirement like food and
shelter. A favorable condition for the existence aevelopment of living organisms is
created by the environment. Mahatma Gandhi saide ‘@arth provides enough to satisfy
everyman’s needs, but not everyman’'s greed”. Their@mment and humankind
relationship is indeed deep and it has been rezedrever since the Vedic period. The
environmental degradation has become a severeegmnobbr the survival of human
beings. Pollution of soil, water and air causesrhtw living organisms as well as loss to
priceless natural resources.
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It is therefore, important for everyone to underdtéhe environment in which they live;
and the surroundings where they work. But it is soteasy for an illiterate adult to
understand it, and practice accordingly to envirental principles. The sky-scraping
level of poverty and illiteracy is directly assdeid to the current level of environmental
pollution and degradation. The poor and the illiterare a lot more interested in issues
related to their everyday survival than environraémbanagement; this lack of interest
and awareness often lead to more irresponsibler@miental behavior which in turn
brings environmental problems and leads to a viioycle of poverty (Addison and
Kofi, 2009). Knowledge of the environment is onlgsgible when one is literate. A
literate adult is expected to know: (i). Environrt@nproblems and their causes. (ii)
Skills to take on in social activism to combat specbblems. (iii) Attitude of respect and
correlation to the natural world (iv) Desire to nga current practices to care for the
Earth. It is therefore imperative that in ordersave our environment, literacy is a vital
instrument.

1.2.3: Adult Literacy and Vocational Skills: Literacy has always been regarded as an
important ingredient for socio-economic growth. Bieypment of a country depends on
the availability of both economic resources as vasllhuman capital. Nowadays, the
world is looking is engaged in developing the huroapital as it is the only resource left
without any limitation. All other form of resourcéms its limitations in the sense that
human brain does not have a limitation, they imaamd discover new thing and provide
themselves with a better life. The working capaoityhe labour force can be enhanced
by raising the literacy rate and vocational skdiswultaneously. In order to get a job in
the market, literacy with skill is a must in todaygompetitive world. There is continued
demand for skills among the adults. So, the en&aat vocational skills in the
educational system becomes an important link teldgvthe capacities of individuals.
Skill development extends structured apprenticeshiql other enterprise-based training.
Skill development is the process of identifying ergon skill's gap, developing the
required skill and honing these skills. When a pers skilled, it will determine the
proper execution of plans and projects or any kihan enterprise.

Studies have shown that there is a significantticzlahip between literacy and skill
acquisition as those who were literate performetebé¢han illiterates. (Adedokun et al.,
2013). A review conducted on policy study in thelyed990s by the World Bank,
provides an additional positive assessment in thkl fof vocational and technical
education. Various evaluations in advanced cowsi®w that vocational studies under
the right conditions can produce positive ratesetdirn which are favorable to those of
general education. Further, it also shows thatrtieah and vocational education is more
helpful when the focused is on skills demand in tharket. In support of these
statements, studies conducted by Ziderman and Ne(h®99) shows that for technical
and vocational education graduates, jobs placememore available allowing them to
use the skills they acquired. For the disadvantagredips in the society, vocational
education is more effective, when they are impatbggther with basic Literacy. (Arvil,
2012)
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Literacy, therefore, plays a key role in the depatent of proper vocational skills for
the individual adults as well as for the countrgpan can be an example where an
economy has developed by excelling in human ressuand the skills they acquire
despite the deficiency of natural resource. Effectitilisation of the human resource
by providing literacy and proper skills becomes yertal for the country’s
development and thus, literacy plays a key rolede@termining the growth and
development of an individual and the nation as aleh

1.2.4: Adult Literacy and Rising Strong Literacy Skills in Family: Adult’s literacy
plays a vital role in raising the literacy skills a family. Studies have shown that in
developing countries educated mothers are moréy likesend their children to school
than non-educated mother. In real sdesening to read begins long before a child enters
school in their families and surrounding. It begimisen parents read to their children,
buys their children books, and encourage theirdoéi to read. In a study, it is clearly
shown that parents who are poor readers don'tasardten to their children as do parents
who are strong readers. As a result these childféow-literate parents enter school less
prepared to learn to read than other children.yHadding experiences with their parents
prepare children for the benefits of formal litgramstruction. Indeed, parental
involvement in their child’s reading has been fotmdbe the most important determinant
of language and emergent literacy (Bus et al., 18¥ans and Waite, 2008; Frontline
Consultants, 2006; Peters et al., 2003). Furthexmmarents who introduce their babies
to books give them a head start in school and aarddge over their peers all the way
through primary school (Wade & Moore, 2000).

1.2.5: Adult Literacy and Employment Opportunity: Literacy and numeracy have a
direct impact on employment, career opportunitiesd aprogression. For e.g.

Understanding of safety regulations and procedeasss to fewer injuries among literate
workers, literacy raises the level of self-confiden get hold of new skills, better

prepared to seek promotion opportunities, and belihat they are esteemed by their
workplaces. A literate workforce boosts productivithe C. D. Howe Institute reports

that a 1% rise in a country’s literacy level, relatto the international average, is
associated with an eventual 2.5% rise in laboudyetvity and a 1.5% rise in the per
capita Gross Domestic Product (GDP). This 1% irszea literacy rates would boost the
national income by as much as $32 billion (Sergeul@obe and Jean-Francois
Tremblay, 2005). A similar finding was given in gies carried out by BIS (2011);

Metcalf et al. (2009); Bynner and Parsons (2008, lslachin (2001). And above all this,

working in a team means that employees must betalitemmunicate clearly with one

another. Because of all these positive pointgalite becomes a must for employment.

1.2.6: Adult Literacy and Mental Disability leading to Crime: There is a clear
correlation between adult illiteracy and crime. IRdife is harder for people with low
literacy, so they are more likely to feel frustchi@nd dissatisfied. Usually, People with
low literacy skills have poor problem solving s&illPeople who have low literacy skills
are likely to be less active citizens than otheypbe. They are less prone to get involved
in community activities like sports, school groupBurch groups, and so on. As a result,
they often feel isolated and vulnerable, and mahyhem think like outcasts. Some
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studies show that Literacy has a positive impactetter mental and physical health
(Metcalf et al., 2009); and more positive attitudewards life (Terry, 2006). Further,
from a prison service study in the UK (1998), inievhprisoners were asks to take a
literacy test devised by the Basic Skills Agenclge Test was approximately the same to
the reading skills likely of 9 to 10 year olds. Tiesults showed that 60% had problems
with literacy, and 40% had severe literacy problebiisewise, the Social Exclusion Unit
reported that 80% of prisoners have writing skalior below the level expected of an 11-
year-old child; the equivalent figure for readirggy50% (Social Exclusion Unit, 2002).
Here we can see that greater part of the prisamassalmost illiterate and illiteracy is one
big reason for their current situation. This maytlgaexplain why people who have low
literacy are statistically more likely to be invel¥ in crime either as the offender or the
victim.

1.2.7 Adult Literacy and Human Rights Abuse: People must be aware of their rights in
order to assert them. Literacy gives people way ihat information. Photo Gunter Reitz
guoted “An illiterate is unaware of the law whicbutd protect him, for example, of the
guarantees provided for in the Universal Declaratio matters relating to policing and
justice, marriage, work, participation in and swm@on of the management of public
affairs. He is completely at the mercy of others..”. In a paper presented by the
UNESCO Secretariat at the world assembly for humgintis held in Montreal, 22-27
March 1968. It states that “Not only is illiteraayviolation of the right to education: it is
one of the major obstacles to the effective enjaynoéthe other Human rights. For more
than 700 million illiterates, and also for some 2&0lion semi-literates”, the article of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR)asdeclaration adopted by the
United Nations General Assembly on™ December 1948 to the effect that everyone
with no distinction of any kind is entitled to dHe rights and freedoms set forth in the
declaration remains a futile hope. So, Literacygpla significant role in reducing gender
differences, race, and religious inequality thabfas one group over another in access to
education, property, employment, health care, |egal civic participation.

Bearing in mind all the above points related terty and its association with various
social, environmental and health issues. Literacgd doubt the most powerful tool to
overcome those entire hurdles which come in betwd®n human being and its
development. We humans need literacy in all aspafctie; it is the best friend of we
humans. It will give us the ocean of knowledgelirttee field of knowledge without any
bias. So, adult seriously requires the acquisitibliteracy skills to up bring their life and
develop a healthy social environment.

1.3: Adult Education:

The concept of Adult Education is broad; over abadve its purpose is so comprehensive
that it does not basically provide itself an agdealefinition. The task of defining adult
education will be additionally composite in the wthgt it is applied to various activities
guided towards promotion of awareness, understgnaiia learning between the adults
in multiple situations. In order to comprehend toacept of adult education, first it will
be appropriate to understand the meaning of ‘ad@timarily, adulthood is conceived as
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one of the stages in the process of human develapame growth. (Boring et al., 1956)
As per the chorological age of the individuals, gimse of adulthood is perceived in a
different way by various previous studies. Revigythe circumstances of educational
development in India, the Sergeant Committee (1@d#kidered adult as those who are
under the age group of 10 to 35 years. And on #sslof the Saxena Report (1948), in
India the Central Advisory Board of Education recoemded that social educations are
to be imparted to adults in the age group of 123¢/ears. Further in succeeding stage,
the upper age limit for adults was reduced to 48ryeby the Provincial Education
Officers. But for the purposes of adult educatidre Education Commission (1964-66)
considered people in the age group of 15 to 45syasmadults. (Rao,1988)

Divergent to the prior understandings, which coesad adult as people in the age group
of 10 to 45 years, in India the National Adult Edticn Programme aimed at imparting
literacy among the 10 crores of illiterate adulpplation in the age group of 15 to 35
years. Unfolding the reasons for this, Rajkumara@irasekhar (1982) states:

The reasons for giving uppermost priority to ttpedfic age group are two-fold: (i). this
is the most productive age group; (ii). Almost 50%the illiterate populations in India
fall under this age group. Although there was sstatial debate on the age differentials
for recognising a person as adult in the adultditg programmes in India, theé®3
International Conference on Adult Education spoaddry UNESCO deleted importance
to the age of the individual and recommended thgteeson needs adult education,
provided he is a dropout or an illiterate. A cladservation of this statement reveals that
for generic purpose adult education aims at impgreéducation for the illiterate or
dropouts and particularly for those who are in #ges between 15 to 35 years. (Rao,
1988)

Often, the concept of ‘Education’ is misunderst@sdequivalent to literacy. Literacy is

only one of the areas of education and furtheratteol to promote education. In reality,
education is the process through which the facofitieasoning is developed among the
human beings, in order to make them able to disising between right and wrong

(Madan, 1975). Consequently, UNESCO has listeddht®wving goals for education:

* Education enables person to live a fuller, meanihghd happier life;

* Education develops the best elements in the humiaure;

« Education promotes social and economic wellbeingp@efpeople; and

e The ultimate aim of education is to make possib&ermankind to lead a peaceful
life

Keeping in view all the above points, collectivegdult education has been
conceptualised as those programme which educatesilliterate adult. There is
widespread diversity with the use of Adult Educatiand in addition together with
minimal meaning, includes delivering basic educafior adults. The term Non-Formal
Education has lately been adopted by a number wftdes reflecting the alteration in
actual policy priorities and programmes. In Indiae term Adult Education and Non-
Formal Education are broadly used. Besides, Additdation is understood as a part of
the Non-Formal Education.
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Stressing to the same point, Liveright and Maygdedcribed adult education as: “a
process whereby persons, who no longer attendexbkoh a regular and full time basis,
undertake sequential and organized activities witlonscious intention of bringing about
changes in information, knowledge, understandingkils, appreciation and attitude or
for the purpose of identifying and solving persoaalcommunity problems” (Liveright
and Maygood, 1968).

Adult Education in its very broad term, is basedius concept of education as a lifelong
process which is ascertained by International Elmca&Commission in its report entitled
“Learning to be” in 1972. The first Internationaberence on adult education held in
Denmark in 1949 (The Elsinore Conference), stabted adult education has the task of
satisfying the needs and aspirants of adults ithall university.

According to UNESCO “The term, Adult Education degsothe entire body of organised
educational processes, whatever content level agithad, whether content level and
method, whether formal or otherwise, whether theyomg or replace initial education in
schools, colleges and universities as well as pregiceship, whereby persons regarded
as adults by the society to which they belong hgveheir abilities, enrich their
knowledge improve their technical or professionalaldications and bring about
changes in their attitude or behavior in the twidfglerspective of full personal
development and participation in balanced and iaddpnt social, economic, and
cultural development. Adult education embracesfalms of educative experiences
needed by men and women according to their vantmtdsts and requirements, as their
differing levels of comprehension and ability and their changing roles and
responsibilities throughout their life”. The abodefinition gives a total picture of adult
education, in all respect.

In Indian context, the concept of ‘Adult Educatias’ generally applied for all those
programmes which aim at educating the adult ibites. Stressing this, Nikhil Ranjan
Roy (1967) describes Adult Education as: “ ... th@st common, and universally used
form of expression. By implication, it means impagt education to those who at their
educable age could not or did not go in for fors@looling”. Saiyeden (2004) describes
“Adult Education includes political and civil as Wenoral education”. What was called
Adult Education before independence is today cadlecial education. But the aims of
social education are more comprehensive than thfogeult education. Its main aim is to
bring a socialistic pattern of society through eation.

All the definitions on Adult Education are somehswilar to one another; the only thing
is that the educationist or the experts link Adadtication to different dimensions of life
of common man which he requires to living a frditite. Adult education has got some
unique features in itself when the task on learrdames for adult only. It has its own
way, some of the main features about adult leaméch gives shape in their learning:

e Adult only learns what is of their interest. Unlikhildren they can't be forced to
learn what an instructor wish to. So, recognizihg interest of adult is a must,
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before developing the teaching-learning materiafs an Adult Education
Programme.

e Adult takes active interest in their learning

e For learning new skills adult uses personal lifpezience.

e Adults changes behaviour in response to variousspres, both internal and

external

e An adult learns best when the environment is aed#gt safe, challenging and
supportive.

« Adult learners improve are more interested in imprg their social and economic
status

e Sometime adults shy away from learning due of erasament and not because of
lack of interest

1.4: Conclusion: Educating adult is not an easy task. It is impdrta understand the

mental and psychological condition of the adult®oteimparting literacy among them.
In Adult Education system there is no teacher, tmdents, what exist is only ‘learner’.
Everyone learns something from one another. Tayleguality in society adult education
is a must. Some of the land mark adult educati@gramme Indian government had
taken up to improve the adult literacy level wese &ram Shikshan Mohim(1959),
Farmers' Functional Literacy Project (1967-68), idial Adult Education Programme
(1978), Rural Functional Literacy Programme (1978fional Literacy Mission (1988),

Saakshar Bharat Mission(2009), etc. the most reomet is Saakshar Bharat, it is
centrally sponsored nation-wide literacy schemehef Indian Department for School
Education and Literacy (DSEL) giving more emphasisrising women’s literacy in

India. It was launched by the prime minister orefngational Literacy Day in September
2009. Its aim is to considerably reduce the nundjemon-literate adults in India and
promote an environment within communities which \gdoencourage lifelong learning.

Further, such adult education programmes are redjuir India to make the country a hub
for man power resource.
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