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Fertility behaviour is not merely a demographic variable but rather a product of 
several socio- economic and cultural factors. There are several factors affecting 
fertility and thus it is resultant of many such factors. These factors include biological 
factors, physiological factors, indirect social factors, direct factors and other social 
factors. The present study aims at exploring the relationship between women 
education and fertility. The  study led  to the  findings that education does acts as an 
important factor in lowering down the rate of fertility which mostly operates through  
some  intervening  variables that  determine  the  ideological  demand  for  children,  
social  prestige,  costs of  rearing and education. In this present study we discuss only 
social factors (education). The main objective of this paper is to see how the 
educational status of the Bodo women plays a crucial role in determining the fertility 
rate of the women.      
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1. INTRODUCTION:        
 Education and fertility always display a close relationship. Akmam (2002) 
discussed that education helps to make the women more independent and confidant to 
take decisions, makes them able to get better adjustment in their social setup and to 
induce them to take decisions about their maternal life. Decrease in fertility rate is one 
of the several benefits of education and woman education is a significant feature in 
determining fertility rate. Patel and Dey(2002) have observed that increased female 
education tends to decline the fertility rate. They have observed that unwanted  
fertility was lower  among  educated  women  and  educated  women  constantly 
desired  smaller  families. Plann and Castro (1995) have examined the data collected 
from the Demographic and Health Surveys of twenty-six countries to study the 
relationship between women's education and fertility and conclude a positive 
relationship between them. They have also examined the impact of female education 
on age at the time of marriage, choices about the size of family. It is because of the 
reasons- (a) Educated women are quite conscious of having a limited family size. At 
an age when there are very bright chances of having good fertility, the girls are in the 
colleges and university and thus do not conceive children, while during this period 
uneducated girls get; (b) In many cases educated women get employed and with 
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employment they cannot afford to have more children; (c) Span of child producing 
time in the case of educated women is much less, as compared with illiterate women. 
 Therefore, in the present study an attempt has been made to evaluate and 
report the overall fertility performance of the married women of Bodo Kacharies of 
Sonitpur District. The Bodos are originally from the Mongoloid group. The Bodos are 
one of the oldest 18 ethnic sub groups within the Bodo-Kacharis group. Linguistically 
the Bodos include a large group of people who are the speakers of the Tibeto Burman 
speeches of the North and East Bengal, Assam and Burma. Simple and easy-going by 
nature, the Bodos could easily mix up with other ethnic groups in Assam.       
2. MATERIALS AND METHODS:      
 To meet the objectives of the study, sample survey has been conducted. The 
data required for the study were primary in nature. The Direct Personal Interview 
method was used to collect data. A schedule was prepared incorporating questions 
regarding the information required. The information’s were collected 252 (n=252) 
sample from respondents of Bodo women in Sonitpur District by simple random 
sampling method. For analysis purpose we use statistical model viz- Age-Specific 
Fertility Rate (A.S.F.R.) and Total Fertility Rate (T.F.R.).                                
3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION:       
 From the following table 3.1 and figure-3.1.1,it has been observed that among 
all age-groups, the highest fertility is among the age group of 20-24 (0.270). The 
fertility rates of consequent age-groups show decreasing trend. The lowest A.S.F.R. is 
noticed in the age group of 45-49 (0.071). The highest fertility among illiterate 
women is found in the age group of 20-24 (0.469). The reason for this high rate is that 
the fecundity level is usually high at this age. Comparatively, the fertility levels are 
lower for those with graduate and higher education than those with lower standard of 
education. TFR is highest among the women who are illiterate and TFR shows 
distinct decline with increasing levels of education. 

Table 3.1: A.S.F.R. and T.F.R. based on Bodo Women Educational Status 
Age-group 
(in years) 

Illitera
te 

Literat
e 

Below 
HSLC 

HSLC Graduate 
& Higher 

All Women 

15-19 0.083 0.093 0.178 0.043 0.000 0.087 
20-24 0.469 0.290 0.222 0.362 0.267 0.270 
25-29 0.179 0.224 0.200 0.213 0.333 0.198 
30-34 0.152 0.187 0.156 0.213 0.200 0.167 
35-39 0.124 0.112 0.133 0.085 0.133 0.119 
40-44 0.110 0.056 0.067 0.043 0.067 0.087 
45-49 0.097 0.037 0.044 0.043 0.000 0.071 
TFR 6.07 4.995 5.000 5.010 5.000 4.995 
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Figure 3.1.1 A.S.F.R and Educational status of Bodo Women

 
From the table 3.2, it has been seen that 
educational status of Bodo women, it is found that among all age groups of illiterate
women, the percentage
literate women. It is generally the case that women wit
choices and they tend to concentrate more on building up a career than to marry at an 
early age. On the other hand, women with little or no education do not enjoy the 
privilege of making decisions about life and career and they
parents or guardians at an early age. 
 

Table 3.2: Age and Educational Status of Bodo Women
Age-
group 

Illitera
te 

15-19 54.55 
20-24 54.11 
25-29 52 
30-34 62.38 
35-39 60 
40-44 72.73 
45-49 77.78 

 
4. CONCLUSION: The study 
fertility rate among the women folk of the Bodo community. The results make it clear
that with increasing levels of education provide the women with the 
family planning the demerits of earl
freedom in making decisions about marriage and child
ultimately result in controlled fertility and lower rate of fertility. 
study may be helpful in the formulation of 
education among the socially and economically dis
recent times, the number of educated women among the Bodos has gone
significantly and it has she
women as well as on the overall social structure. 
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Figure 3.1.1 A.S.F.R and Educational status of Bodo Women

From the table 3.2, it has been seen that with regard to age (at marriage) and 
status of Bodo women, it is found that among all age groups of illiterate

, the percentage of married women is higher than among all age groups of 
It is generally the case that women with education have more career 

choices and they tend to concentrate more on building up a career than to marry at an 
early age. On the other hand, women with little or no education do not enjoy the 
privilege of making decisions about life and career and they are married off by the 
parents or guardians at an early age.  

.2: Age and Educational Status of Bodo Women
Illitera Literat

e 
Below 
HSLC 

HSLC Graduate 
& Higher 

 45.45 36.36 9.09 0.00 
 45.59 14.71 25 5.88 

48 18 20 10 
 47.62 16.67 23.81 7.14 

40 20 13.33 6.67 
 27.27 13.64 9.09 4.54 
 22.22 11.11 11.11 0.00 

The study points to some crucial links between education and 
among the women folk of the Bodo community. The results make it clear

increasing levels of education provide the women with the 
the demerits of early marriage. Education also 

freedom in making decisions about marriage and child-bearing.
in controlled fertility and lower rate of fertility. The findings of this 

may be helpful in the formulation of policies and programs aimed at prioritizing 
education among the socially and economically disadvantaged section

number of educated women among the Bodos has gone
significantly and it has shed a positive influence on the health and family life of the 
women as well as on the overall social structure.    
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