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Social responsibility as an ehtical framework which suggests that an entity, be it 

an organization or individual, has an obligation to act for the benefit of society at large. 

Social responsibility is a duty every individual has to perform so as to maintain a balance 

between the economy and the ecosystems. A trade-off  may exist between economic 

development, in the material sense, and the welfare of the society and environment, 

though this has been challenged by many reports over the past decade.  

(wikipedia) Social responsibility means sustaining the equilibrium between the two. It 

pertains not only to business organizations but also to everyone who’s any action impacts 

the environment.This responsibility can be passive, by avoiding engaging in socially 

harmful acts, or active, by performing activities that directly advance social goals. 
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The Holy Bible says, “If I give all my possessions to feed the poor, but do not have love, 

it profits me nothing” (1Corinthians 13:3).   

The Holy Bhagavad Gita (Chapter 17) says Charity which is given without consideration 

of anything in return, at a sanctified and holy place and at an astrologically auspicious 

time, given as a matter of duty to one qualified; that charity is regarded as of the nature of 

goodness. 

The Holy Quran says “You cannot attain to righteousness unless you spend (in charity) 

out of what you love” (The Holy Quran 3:92) 

Abstract 
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A person’s first responsibility is for the needs of their own family and friends.  But at the 

same time one has to make adequate provision for their family before one make provision 

for needy strangers.  Charity begins at home.  But does one do it with reluctance or 

willingness.  The answer lies in awareness or enforcement. Enforcement makes it painful 

and awareness makes it less painful with happiness of giving and sharing. 
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Give with a pure heart; shower the contribution from a pure heart with a gift of sacrifice 

and not as an act of obligation.  No gift is too small; one may think that a small 

contribution may not create something substantial.  But value the small gift, it makes a 

difference. God is more important than money; do you want to hold on to material 

possessions or seek the kingdom of God through love, compassion and an attitude of 

giving. Materialistic possessions and money is a habit and a lifestyle.  One should find 

joy in giving and it should become an attitude of giving from the pure heart. 

 

Can you give back to the society what you have achieved with the value it deserves? 

We live in a society where the economy is valued, where stock markets and finance 

dominate our news, with values, ethics and giving are often seen, as a on the fringe.  

Intellectuals do incredible things but what is the innate connection? To give back with a 
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hook or is it an attitude?  People understand that the survival of existence depends on 

healthy environment and with an attitude of giving. Social responsibility insists on the 

obligation to act for the benefit of society at large to perform the duty to maintain a 

balance between economy and ecosystem and corporate social responsibility is a 

corporate self-regulation integrated into a business model 

 

If CSR had an attitude of giving or charity without a hook, why the Government had to 

come up with a mandatory inclusion to the corporatesto shell out at least 2% of their 3-

year average profits?  Again it was made clear that enterprises cannot include money 

spent on sustainable development efforts under the Corporate Social Responsibility 

ambit.  Though not ruling out exceptions of many organizations in doing their part for the 

society, this mandatory obligation clearly depict the need for law intervention, since it 

was done for name sake with no cultural and emotional attachments with the 

consideration that it is just another form of indirect expense.  This law made social, 

ecological and business entrepreneurs aware of social responsibility and individual social 

responsibility as an important segment of their business activity and to be in line with 

their attitudes towards business and society.    Charity and philanthropy are the main 

drivers of CSR.  In the pre-industrialization period, wealthy merchants shared a part of 

their wealth with the wider society, helped the society get over phases of famine and 

epidemics, provided food and money from their godowns. Their efforts were driven by 

selfless and religious motives.  Gandhi’s influence put pressure on various industrialists 

to act towards building the nation and its socio-economic development. According to 

Gandhi, Indian companies were temples of modern India. Indian academicians, 

politicians and businessmen set up workshops on CSR aimed at reconciliation 

emphasizing upon transparency, social accountability and regular stakeholder dialogues.  

Later years into the 1980’s until recently, Indian companies started abandoning their 

traditional engagement with CSR and integrated into a sustainable business strategy. 

Globalization and economic liberalization in the 90’s gave a boost to the economy signs 

with increased growth in the momentum and rapid growth of business.  Globalization saw 

India as an important destination in terms of production and manufacturing. 

The mandatory law from the Government has made a paradigm shift for the companies 
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who though CSR is another form of indirect expense.  They have felt the importance for 

protecting the goodwill and reputation, defending attacks and increasing business 

competencies and setting benchmarks.  It defines a social philosophy ranging from 

community development to educational, environmental, ecological and healthcare 

development and sustainability.  It also includes facilitating improved sanitation, building 

schools, houses for the poor, empowering villagers, making them more self-reliant, 

providing vocational training to become financially independent and to live a life of 

dignity and good standard. Attitude of giving makes a significant difference in the society 

to improve the overall quality of life, to bring about a change to have everlasting social 

harmony. 

Conclusion: 

Institutions of higher education need to stress the importance of giving back to the society 

on individual terms, with a social responsibility without a hook and business schools 

should stress the importance of CSR without considering it as an indirect expense, to give 

off with emotional and cultural attachment.  After all “Real learning gets to the heart of 

what it is to be human”.  A systemized way of thinking to see the whole and the 

interrelatedness of things, with personal mastery, getting rid of mental models to build 

the future of social responsibility with a shared vision and insightful thinking to develop a 

mutual operational trust ought to be the norm of today. 
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