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Education is a process in which and by which the knowledge, character and 

behaviour of the child are shaped and moulded. This process goes on throughout life 

and is promoted by almost every experience of life. But the present system of 

education is practically not serving the purpose for which it is meant. It is churning 

out parrots or persons with the growth of one sided personality. Such individuals 

cannot serve humanity. As such, the education calls for such a system of evaluation 

and review that the learners can improve their scholastic areas as well as cultivate life 

skills essential for leading a quality life. The governments during the pre and post 

independence era have set up commissions and constituted committees to diagnose 

the malaise and then put in a word for the remedy. The Kothari commission report 

(1966) stated clearly ‘It is now agreed that evaluation is a continuous process, forms 

an integral part of the total system of education and is intimately related to 

educational objectives’. By and large there is a common point of suggestion that the 

internal examination be overhauled. Normally teaching material, methods, values, co-

curricular activities, character etc go unevaluated in the traditional pattern of 

examination. Here is a dire need to restructure and reorganise the education system 

particularly in a globalised society that has to face the heterogeneous group.  Various 

dimensions like scholastic and co-scholastic assessment are discussed on the basis of 

the criteria laid down for the evaluation of attitudes, curricular activities, values, 

sports and games.  The idea behind the introduction of Continuous and 

Comprehensive Evaluation in schools is that the students are a unique entity for its 

individual traits .It lays more stress on individual child’s potential, progress and 

development in achieving already defined goals and objectives of education as an 

individual and not just his /her status in relation to other students. Thus, the concept of 

CCE has brought about a paradigm shift from examination to effective pedagogy. 

KEYWORDS: Evaluation, Comprehensive Evaluation, Continuous Evaluation, 

Scholastic                                                                                                                                  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Introduction:  

Dandekar has rightly said ‘ Evaluation may be defined as a systemic process of 

determining the extent to which educational objectives are achieved by pupils.’
1
 

Elaborating the present trend of measurement in schools  Michael and Karnes have 

defined it ’as a matter of determining ‘how much’, ‘how little’, or ‘how small’, more 

than or how much less than’
2
.  The National Policy on Education (1986) has 

categorically mentioned ‘External examinations are not suitable for the knowledge 

society and innovative measures are the need of the hour.’
3 
The need was to have the 

holistic evaluation of a student and thus the holistic evaluation covers both scholastic 

as well as co-scholastic area of students ‘growth .The CCE is primarily a reform 

aimed at the examination system. It aims at assessing and evaluating learners 

holistically.  Dwelling deep on the aspect of the evaluation, the Kothari Commission 

recommended, ‘The evaluation should be comprehensive to such an extent that 

Abstract 
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curricular as well a co-curricular aspects of learners are measured by the external 

examination and internal system of assessment’.
4
 In this way the CCE reflects the 

evaluation of  the learner covering all aspects of the learner’s development. The CCE 

is designed in such a way that there is more stress on holistic learning than merely 

testing and examination. 

The Central Board of Secondary Education, New Delhi introduced the CCE in 

2009, initially for the class 9
th
. The basic idea was to relieve the students from the 

mental burden of obtaining marks and more marks only. Under the new system the 

learners’ marks are to be replaced with the grades. These grades are awarded in 

continuous and comprehensive manner assessing scholastic as well as co-scholastic 

activities .These activities range from team work, behaviour, innovation, work 

experience skills, sports and games, drama, mono acting to academic performance. 

Such a system takes into account the performance of the learner in all the fields .The 

assessment is undertaken through projects and internal assessments spread across the 

academic session .Then there are gainers and losers in this system as well. Those who 

are obtaining 98 % but when they are bracketed with those having obtained 93%, take 

exception to this system. Some parents also grumble against the CCE on the basis of 

this inconsistency. So like any other system the CCE has also got its merits and 

demerits. Prior to the CCE, only bookish knowledge was everything and there was no 

way to assess his skills, behaviour, sports and games, oratory, mimicry or social 

service and his overall personality. Success in education cannot be determined 

without achieving the objectives so it became necessary that progress towards 

attainment of objectives should be assessed and evaluated (2011).Under the new 

system of CCE there is stress on the two things in particular viz continuous and 

comprehensive .Thus the evaluation of identified aspects of the child keeps on going 

throughout the academic year and this evaluation is so comprehensive that it covers 

all the major aspects related with the learner in terms of scholastic as well as co-

scholastic achievements. There is a constraint to assess the scholastic as well as co- 

scholastic competence in the written word only .As such in the initial stage the 

traditional way of numerical marking system is adopted. Subsequently marks may be 

converted into grades depending upon the nature of the activities being assessed and 

evaluated. So the grades are awarded  to indicate the learner’s performance in 

concerned subject .There is a nine point scale to indicate the performance of the 

learner, namely, A1, A2, B1, B2, C1, C2, D1, E1, E2.Under the new system the 

practice of declaring any student Fail or compartment has been  put to a stop. So the 

candidates having obtained D and  above grades  are deemed to have qualified the 

examination and are awarded the qualifying certificate and non-qualifying students 

are expected to improve their performance in subsequent five attempts .Those who 

don’t get qualifying grades such as D and above in all the subjects excluding 

additional subjects  as per scheme of studies  are not  eligible for admission in 11
th
 

class, barring some exemption to the differently able students as per the relevant rules 

of the CBSE. 

Salient features of the Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation system: 

Scholastic Evaluation of the learner  

Formative Assessment (FA): This assessment is carried out by the concerned teacher 

throughout the year both in a formal and informal manner .This deals with diagnostic 

and remedial aspects. Formative assessment of scholastic achievements is made 
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through oral questions, assignments, skills, projects, research work ,quizzes while co-

scholastic achievement is assessed through communication skills dealing with 

emotions ,attitudes towards teachers ,peers, students, schools, environment; thinking 

such as, critical  problem solving, decision making, creative and literary activities; 

self awareness etc. 

Summative Assessment (SA): This assessment is made at the conclusion of the term 

or the academic year .Here feedback is given on learning to teacher and guardians .It 

is based on the written work such as multiple choice questions, short and long answer 

questions at the conclusion of the term. The learner’s achievement is reflected through 

grades in lieu of marks. The syllabus and curriculum is informed to the learner and 

then accordingly the question papers are set by the teacher based on the model papers 

circulated by the concerned boards. After having conducted the examination, the 

answer sheets are also evaluated by the schools. 

Scholastic areas include academic achievement based on nine point scale .The 

academic subjects comprise of :language 1, language 2, science, additional option, 

information technology ,home science etc while co-curricular activities such as work 

experience, art education ,physical and health education ,games are based on 5 point 

scale . 

Co-scholastic evaluation takes into account the attitudes and values and life skills like 

thinking skills ,social skills and emotional skills .Thinking skills are related to the 

ability to raise questions, identify and analyse problems, implement decisions and 

own up responsibility when necessary .Social skills are related to the ability to get 

along well with others ,take criticism positively, listen attentively and  communicate 

properly .Emotional skills are related to the ability to identify one’s own strengths and 

weaknesses, identify causes and effects of stress on oneself ,be comfortable with self 

and overcome weakness for positive self concept  ; use multi pronged strategies to 

deal with stress ;express and respond to emotions with an awareness of the 

consequences .Outdoor activities are related to the holistic development of the learner 

in a way. 

Merits and Demerits of the CCE: 

1. Evaluation of holistic development: The CCE enables to know the strengths, 

weaknesses of the child in a holistic manner .This inputs goes a long way in 

moulding the personality of the child in the desirable manner. 

2. Improvement in educational system: Earlier the stress was on expansion in 

number only. Now the examination system has been restructured in such a 

way that all the aspects related to the personality are under the scanner .This 

helps in improving the quality of the educational system. 

3. Child centric evaluation: The child is at the centre stage when the CCE is in 

operation .Consequently, the latest teaching technologies, methods, 

psychological principles can be applied to have the positive outcome from the 

child. 

4. Helpful to educationists &parents: Earlier the academic performance of the 

child was over-emphasised .Consequently the educationists and parents were 

likely to overlook certain necessary things .But now they are in a better 

position to evolve such strategies which are in the larger interest of the child. 
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5. Reliable feedback: The CCE is meant to improve the teaching learning 

process and materials .It enables the stakeholders to give and take reliable 

feedback because the holistic assessment and evaluation are possible. 

6. Less stress and tension: There was a time when the board examination was 

nothing short of a war. But now there is a continuous and comprehensive 

evaluation throughout the academic session .So everything is not limited to 

three hour drama in the theatre of the examination room.  

7. Solution possible: To solve any problem it is very essential to identify the 

problem .The CCE enables to identify the problem .This paves the way for the 

solution of the learner’s problem. This system helps the pupil to realise his 

potential and gives the teacher to find out such methods which can shoot the 

problem  

8. Better policies and strategies: Earlier the evaluation was incomplete .So the 

policies and strategies were also made in a one-sided manner .Now individual 

attention is possible to be paid to each and every child as and when desired. 

9. More options: The CCE enables the student to make the informed choices 

with regard to the subjects in class 11
th
 based on his aptitude, career, likes and 

dislikes. The student can prepare for the forthcoming competitive examination 

as well. 

10. Less stress on memorization: The traditional format of the evaluation solely 

depended on memorization and there was hardly any scope for innovation etc. 

But the CCE gives better opportunities for innovative measures .It can bring 

out the inner aspects of the personality .The child can show its best in co-

curricular activities.                     

11. Benefits of Awareness programme: The boards sensitize students about 

various issues and generate awareness about scholastic as well co-scholastic 

areas. The learner stands benefitted from such programmes. 

Demerits: 

1. Marking system still in existence: In the scholastic area the answer sheets are 

evaluated and then marks are awarded .Then they are converted into grades. 

So to say that we have been able to overcome the ills of the subjective 

marking system is not fully correct. 

2. Meritorious ignored: In the Olympics just on the basis of the photo finish or 

micro second the verdict goes in favour or against somebody. But in the CCE 

the students obtaining more marks may be bracketed and clubbed together in 

the same category. In this way the injustice is dispensed to the student having 

obtained more marks but still awarded the same grade as to such a student who 

has obtained less marks than him. 

3. Subjective evaluation: Every individual teacher has some personal prejudices, 

values; response system, aptitude and these factors motivate the teacher to 

evaluate the student in one’s own way. The CCE is still not free from the 

subjective evaluation. 

 

Conclusion: There is hardly any system in the world that has got only 

advantages. But when we weigh pros and cons, it can be safely said that the 

CCE has unburdened the minds of the students and a new dimension has been 

added to the system of evaluation .In the due course of time there can be 

feedbacks received from all the stake holders and then in the light of their 

suggestions this system can further be improved and consolidated.         
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