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In this article the researcher has made discussion about major stages in Socio-
legal research and its importance in the socio-legal research. Researcher has stressed 
some major stages like from identification and formulation of research problem to 
research report. While doing a in the socio-legal research there is need to do work step 
by step. While selecting the problem of research work it is great task before the 
researcher and there is need to take into account socio-legal problem of the society. 
Today many research scholars are not aware about these types of stages therefore the 
faces many problem while doing socio-legal research. 
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Introduction: 

The main object of the research is to find out answer of meaningful questions 
through the application of scientific procedure. Leal research is not an exception to this 
general principle. While doing research there are three major processes and major 
stages. These stages are not mutually exclusive. They overlap continuously rather than 
following the prescribed sequence strictly. The order sketched above is meant to provide 
a procedural guideline for research.  A brief description of each one of the steps is 
necessary here to put the legal process in the right perspective and to highlight, in brief, 
their significance and role in legal research. These stages are not mutually exclusive. 
They overlap continuously rather than following the prescribed sequence strictly. The 
order sketched above is meant to provide a procedural guideline for research.  A brief 
description of each one of the steps is necessary here to put the legal process in the right 
perspective and to highlight, in brief, their significance and role in legal research.  
Objectives of the research: researcher ha framed following objectives 

1. To discuss the major stages of socio-legal research. 
2. To explain the major processes in socio-legal research. 
3. To state the utility of various stages in the socio-legal research. 

Research methodology:  
Researcher had adopted doctrinal method while doing this research and collected 

second hand data from various books, journal and Internet. 
While doing legal research by systematic procedure there are three major processes 

has been explained by researcher as under.  
1. The process of planning: 
The processes are research planning, research implementation, and presenting of 

research findings. Research planning requires the necessary sub-skills for: fact 
collection, legal analysis, legal knowledge, problem identification, legal analysis, fact 
analysis, further fact collection, identification of avenues of research, and generation of 
key search words. 

2. The process of implementation: 
Research implementation, as the second-stage processes, involves the skills 

pertaining to: identification of problems for resolution, identification of relevant 
research source materials, location of the source materials, effective use of the source 

   Abstract 
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materials, analysis of research findings, application of findings to the identified 
problem(s), and identification of further problem 

3. The process of Presentation: 
The third-stage process is presentation of research findings, this skill is necessary 

for, identification of the research recipients needs, selection of appropriate format or 
framework, use of clear and succinct language, and use of appropriate language-style 
(like informatory, advisory, recommendatory, or demanding). A cumulative reading of 
these three-stage processes of legal research and of their components leads to the 
following major processes that involved in legal research. 

i. Identification and formulation of a research problem:  
This is the first and foremost step in any research undertaking. The first and 

Identification and formulation of a research problem constitutes the starting stage of 
research. In fact, success of research depends upon the selection of research problem and 
its proper formulation. If researcher is failed to identified and formulated research 
problem properly then after he loose his interest from selected problem. The Leal 
research is goal directed otherwise it creates problem to the researcher while doing 
research work. Thus, it becomes necessary to have a well defined and precise research 
problem for meaningful research. Therefore it is always said that ‘a problem well put is 
half solved.  

Before formulating a research problem, it is, necessary for the researcher, to find 
out area of his general research, area of subject research of special interest. Then the 
researcher has to do a lot of reading on the aspect identified for further inquiry. After 
reading about the aspect, he is required to put in a lot of thinking and intellectual input in 
phrasing the aspect in an intelligent and precise propositional form so that he can get 
something meaningful out of it. It needs to put in such a way that it signifies the focus of 
inquiry as well as its direction.  

ii.   Review of existing literature:  
Once the research problem is identified and formulated by the researcher then 

there is need to make survey of an existing literature on the subject selected by the 
researcher.  It is expected from researcher to carefully  find out standard textbooks 
reference books dealing with the research problem, legal periodicals to locate research 
articles written, or authoritative comments made, on the subject or its allied subjects, 
case reports to get familiarize with the thitherto judicial exposition of the problem, 
conference/symposium/seminar proceedings, if any, to acquaint with different 
dimensions highlighted in, delved into, or emerged from, the 
conference/symposium/seminars, Government or Committee Reports to appreciate and 
understand perspectives of the experts in the field and of policy-makers, and general 
web pages to know latest emerging perspectives and illustrative examples. The 
researcher has also to take special care to locate earlier studies done on the problem and 
to have a quick reading thereof.  

Recently due to information technology process of review literature drastically 
changed, researcher can collect information through computers and also from internet. 
The researcher can rely on these types of sources because- 

• Searching the www is, by itself, insufficient for literature review. Although many 
leading journals and other published information from recognized sources are 
now available on the Web, it does not have all the available literature. Using the 
Web can be the basis of literature review but it needs to be balanced with 
material-very new-published in journals and periodicals that are not put on the 
Web and the publications that might not have been caught by search engines. 
Further, local country’s materials from marginalized groups may likely to be 
under-represented or un-represented on the Web.  
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• Secondly it is not always evident that the information put on the Web is 
presented accurately. Literature review makes the researcher conversant with the 
materials available on his research problem and their place the thitherto explored 
(and unexplored) aspects/dimensions of the problem, theoretical bases of the 
problem, and relevant theories in the field.  

 
Literature review enables the researcher to know what kind of data has been used, 

what methods have been used to obtain the data, and what difficulties the earlier 
researchers in collecting and analyzing the data have faced. Main purposes of literature 
review, thus, are:  

• To reveal what has been done and written on the topic in the past.  

• To ‘map’, with their limitations, the thitherto used research techniques,  

• To know the kind of material/data used and their sources.  

• To appreciate adequacy (or otherwise) of the data used for drawing the 
conclusions.  

• To know the central arguments advanced and the concepts revealed and 
discussed earlier.  

• To acquaint with the patterns of presentation of these arguments and the concepts 
and the relationship established (or attempted to establish) between these 
arguments and the concepts.  

• To, in the light of the earlier studies, findings, and the problems encountered, 
rephrase, with precision, his research problem/question, and to devise 
appropriate research techniques for smooth operation of his inquiry. 

iii. Formulation of a hypothesis:  
The next stage is formulation of hypothesis after find out existing review of 

literature. A statement of problem, depending upon research goals and the nature of 
inquiry involved, may take form of either a mere statement or a proposition indicating 
possible relationship between two or more variables or concepts, the validity of which is 
unknown in the beginning. Such a proposition is known as hypothesis. According to 
George Alend Berg hypothesis means, ‘hypothesis is is tentative generalization the 
validity of which remains to be tested’.  It is merely a tentative assumption made in 
order to draw and test its logical or empirical consequences. It is tentative statement and 
must be capable of being tested. If its validity cannot be put to empirical confirmation, a 
proposition, howsoever attractive or interesting may be ceases to be a hypothesis. The 
manner in which a hypothesis is formulated is very important as it gives significant cues 
about the kind of data required, the type of methods to be used for collecting data, and 
the methods of analysis to be used. It guides the researcher by delimiting the area of 
research and keeps him on the right track throughout his investigation. It sharpens his 
thinking and focuses attention on the more important facets of the problem under 
inquiry. Therefore, a hypothesis, to be worked with, needs to be precise, specific, and 
conceptually clear. It must have empirical referents. It must also be related to available 
research techniques. 

 However, it is important to note that hypothesis is not required in all types of 
legal research. A researcher, for example, indulged in exploratory or descriptive legal 
research is not required to formulate hypothesis. Statement of problem in the form of 
hypothesis, invariably, is required in socio-legal research or empirical legal research. 
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iii.  Research design: 
The term research design refers to the entire process of planning and carrying out 

a research study. It is the process of visualization of the entire process of conducting 
empirical research before its commencement. Research design is a blue print of the 
proposed research. However, the blue print is tentative as the researcher may not be able 
to foresee all the contingencies before he starts his investigation. Researcher is allowed 
to meet these contingencies when he encounters them in his research journey. Research 
design helps the researcher to identify in advance the kind of data he requires, the means 
to collect them, the methods to be used for analysis and interpretation of the data, and 
presentation of his findings with more accuracy. Research design, thus, helps him in 
minimizing the uncertainties, confusion and practical hazards associated with the 
research problem. It helps in enhancing efficiency and reliability of his findings.  

iv. Collection of data : 
After formulating the research problem the researcher has to think about 

collection of data or requisite information related to the research work or problem. There 
are various method of collection of data in the socio-legal research and legal research. 
Researcher can collect data by way of an observations, questionnaire and interview 
method.  While selecting the method of data collection it is a great task before the 
researcher. Whatever the method researcher chooses it will determine quality and 
propriety of the data, ultimately it will turn towards result.   While selecting method of 
data collection, the researcher has to take into account the objectives of his research and 
the nature and scope the inquiry. Data may be collected by primary and secondary 
sources. When data is collected by researcher by using primary sources is primary and 
the data already collected by some agency and available in some published form is 
secondary.  In either case, the researcher has to select an appropriate method.  

v. Analysis of data:  
After the data collection the researcher needs to turn to the task of analyzing 

data. Data, in any form, are raw and neutral. Their direction and trend is generally 
highlighted and reflected with the help of analysis and interpretation. Analysis of data 
comes prior to interpretation. However, there is no clear-cut dividing line between 
analysis and interpretation. Analysis is not complete without interpretation and 
interpretation cannot proceed without analysis. They are inter-dependent. Analysis of 
data involves a number of closely related operations, such as classification or 
categorization, coding, and tabulation. Classification or categorization of data is the 
process of arranging data in groups or classes according to their resemblance or affinity. 

The researcher has to classify his data into required categories. The 
categorization has to be based on the problem under study or the hypothesis formulated. 
The category must be exhaustive and suitable for classifying all responses. They must be 
distinct, separate, and mutually exclusive. Coding involves the assigning of symbols or 
numerical to each of the category of responses so that raw data can be counted or 
tabulated. Tabulation is a means of recording classification in a compact form in such a 
way to facilitate comparisons and show the involved relations between two or more 
variables. It is a sort of arrangement of data in requisite rows and columns.  

vi.  Interpretation of data:  
Interpretation is considered as one of the basic components of research. It refers 

to the task of drawing inference from the collected data. The inference may be deductive 
or inductive. The former involves inferences from generally abstracts propositions to 
particular ones. While the latter is inference from particular propositions to general 
propositions. Through interpretation, the researcher attempts to search for broader 
meaning of research findings. He tries to establish link between the results of his inquiry 
with those of another and to establish some explanatory concepts. He, through his 
interpretation, endeavors to find and understand the abstract principle that works beneath 
his findings. Interpretation opens up new avenues for intellectual adventures and 
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stimulates the quest for more knowledge.If data are properly collected and analyzed, 
wrong interpretation would lead to inaccurate and misleading conclusions. 
Interpretation, therefore, must be impartial and objective. A researcher should explain 
why his findings are so, in objective terms. Researcher should also try to bring out the 
principles involved behind inferences. However, the task of interpretation is not an easy 
task. It requires a great skill. It is an art that one learns through practice and experience.  

vii.   Research report  
The last phase of the journey of research is the writing of research report. It is a 

major component of research. Research remains incomplete until report is written. 
Through research report, the researcher communicates with his audience. It is an account 
of journey of the researcher. However, it is not a complete description of what has been 
done during his research. It contains only an account of the statement of problem 
investigated, the procedure adopted and the findings arrived at by the investigator. It 
contains the significant facts that are necessary to appreciate and understand the 
generalizations drawn by the investigator. A researcher is, thus, expected to, through 
research report, share with audience the research problem investigated, the methods used 
for the collection of data, their analysis and interpretation, and the results or findings of 
the study. The purpose of research report is to convey to the interested persons the whole 
result of the inquiry in sufficient details. Contents and style of the report therefore 
depend upon the kind of audience it intends to address. Therefore, there cannot be hard 
and fast rules pertaining to the contents and format of a research report. A general outlay 
of legal research report has three major components. They are:  

a. Preliminary Pages:  
In the first part, a legal researcher has to put Acknowledgement, Preface, Table 

of Contents, Table of Cases, Table of Statutes, Abbreviations, and List of Tables. 

b. The Main Text:  
While in the second part of the research report, he has to have different segments of 

his research in the form of chapters, with appropriate captions, starting from 
‘Introduction’ to ‘Conclusions and recommendations’. Each chapter has to have 
necessary headings and sub-heading with proper documentation in the form of footnotes. 
Chapters should be written in concise and simple language. 

c. The End matter:  
While at the end of the report, he has to place Bibliography, different texts, like 

statutory provisions referred to in the main text, 'interview' or 'questionnaire', etc used by 
him for data collection, in the form of Annexures, and Index. Originality and clarity are 
the two vital components of research report. It is the ultimate test of one’s analytical 
ability and communication skills. It is an exercise involving the organization of ideas. 
Reporting the research, thus, requires skills somewhat different from those needed in the 
earlier phases of research. 

Sum-up:  
In this way the researcher has stressed on some important stages of legal research 

and its importance. All these stages show their importance from inception or from 
selection of problem. 
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