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India, the seventh largest country in the world which consists of various 

diversification in religion, throughout the India along with linguistic and 

cultural difference. No doubt, it is the uniqueness and incredibility of the India 

due to which we are following the concept of Unity in Diversity here since 

many decades and are known Indian, but on the other hand it has its bad face 

also as the religion has strong effect on the politics which promotes the hate 

redness, regionalism and intolerance. Historically, from Mussolini to Adolf 

Hitler and here from Ashoka to Mughal Empire the politics in all of the era is 

influenced by the religion and the authority in these era were made according 

to the religion of the crown in power. No doubt, religion creates discipline in 

the people it makes us different from the animal as we follow a set for living in 

our life but mixing of politics in religion pollutes it and create differences and 

the feeling of disaffection and hate also. Secularism which is the intention of 

our Indian constitution depicts that “India has no religion of its own” but 

biggest question is that  is it so? Or it is mere a fact stick to constitutional 

books only. So, the focus of the research paper would be to study the role of 

religion on politics and also finding some way through this study to create the 

state which is free from separation and conflict because of religion and politics 

and emphasis would be to make the research study useful for public, scholars, 

legal expert and public authorities by making some suggestions and in order to 

achieve this objective the doctrinal method will be adopted.  

KEYWORDS: linguistic, incredibility, diversity, regionalism, intolerance, 

secularism 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Interaction between religion and political systems hasoften resulted in religion 

legitimizing the political system.Religions have time and again led to reform 

movements and revolutions among human beings.Religion is emphasised as 

that ‘sacred’ notions have always made their presence felt in the domain of the 

secular. Thus seen, religion is viewed as a form of orientation to the secular 

world in the sense that it is a source of knowledge, values and norms of a 

society.  Religion thus viewed is an ideology, a system of thought, located in 

the domain of the sacred. Though pertaining to the ‘other world’ and often 

associated with the ‘internal’ and the ‘spiritual domain’ of the individual and 
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the collectivity, it has to do with the individuals and collectivises existing in 

‘this world’, in that it offers a way to negotiate life. 

The definition of politics is not as complex as that of religion. It is generally 

accepted that politics is a set of activities deeply entrenched in ‘this world,’ the 

secular world. These activities are those which are geared towards the 

attainment, acquisition, maintenance and consolidation of power. Political 

activities also include those which use symbols and metaphors of the sacred 

domain to determine and gain ends that are not religious. These are directed 

towards creating distinct spaces for communities implicit in which a definite is 

striving to attain power. In this unit you will learn about the relation between 

religion and politics in societies. We begin by explaining the meaning of 

religion and politics before trying to understand their relationship. 

 

HISTORICAL ASPECT 

When we examine the history of India from the ancient times to the 

contemporary, we find that in India the patterns of interaction between religion 

and politics has varied from time to time and it has had varied social 

consequences. Scholars argues that in India one element which is all pervasive 

throughout its history, though in varying degrees, is the use of religion for the 

fulfilment of political ends and aspirations. In India religion always served 

politics and politics has often served religion. Religion was never able to fully 

extricate itself from politics nor could politics ever rid itself fully of religion. 

Thus, one finds politicisation of religion in some manifest or latent form at all 

stages of our history. He says that in India historically we find this interaction 

between religion and politics in four phases. First phase extended from Indus 

valley civilisation to the advent of Islam, the second from the advent of Islam 

to the Indian muting of 1857, the third from 1857 to Indian Independence in 

1947, and the fourth from 1947 onwards. While there was close interplay 

between religion and politics during all these phases, the nature, the intensity 

and the dynamics of this interaction was different during each of these phases. 

The sacred and the secular perspectives have been inextricably interwoven in 

pre-colonial India. Indian society has witnessed continuous changes affecting 

the political systems, occupational structures, culture and religion. Religions in 

India have been the prime source of tension, innovation and even 

modernization. The use of religious idioms has been important in initiating 

change in India, particularly in political movements and reform movements. 

The beginning of the nineteenth century has been marked by a number of social 

reform movements. This section looks at some of these political and social 

reform movements. 

Though the British rule brought about far-reaching changes in administration, 

transport, communication and economy, it also disrupted traditional social ties 

and fragmented culture. It was at this point of time that Ram Mohan Roy in 
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Bengal, Dayanand Saraswati in the North, Jyotirao Phule in Maharashtra 

introduced reforms in education and socio-religious pursuits and also provided 

a perspective on national life. They drew upon Indian tradition as well as 

Western knowledge. They were inspired by the rationalist and the liberal 

doctrines, according to which the basic unit of society was an individual 

perceived as citizen and as a human being. They used the Western methods of 

organization in sponsoring schools and colleges for men and women. Their aim 

was to raise the national consciousness in terms of culture. These reform 

movements led to a mass awakening which paved the way for the political 

awakening in the twentieth century. The struggle for independence was in the 

initial stages a product of educated middle-classes in Bengal, Punjab and 

Maharashtra, and Tamil Nadu to mention a few states. In addition to liberal 

education, a religious upsurge stimulated the youth to participate in the 

freedom struggle. 

In Maharashtra, Bal Gangadhar Tilak, revived on a large scale, the Ganapati 

puja which then served as venue for political meetings. In Bengal, Ras Behari 

Ghosh, Bipin Chandra Pal and their associates used religious symbols centred 

around the Durga Puja to develop a political consciousness. Apart from this, 

socioreligious plays in these and other provinces of India conveyed political 

messages to the public. During the national Independence Movement, Gandhiji 

used the Hindu notion of ‘Ram Raya’ to unify, integrate and mobilise a 

majority of the Indian population. 

In post 1947 India the relationship between religion and politics are manifested 

in the growth of communalism, development of secularism and rise of 

fundamentalism, which is the focus in the next section. 

 

RELIGION AND POLITICS 

Religion and politics are inseparable; they have always been intertwined in a 

complex way. According to Romila Thapar. 

“…The relationship between religion and politics had complex dimensions in 

the past and cannot be explained away by a simple monocausal explanation that 

reduces everything to a minimalist religious motivation. Religion is a private 

matter so long as it remains within the thoughts of a person. When these 

thoughts are expressed publicly and inspire public action such as building 

monuments for worship and organizing fellow believers into carrying out 

political and social functions, then religion ceases to be an exclusively personal 

matter. It is no longer a matter of faith since its formulation as an organization 

of believers has a bearing on the functioning of the society. Its religious 

identity incorporates these functions that are expressed through its institutions 

such as monasteries, mathas, temples, mosques, Khangahs churches, 

synagogues, gurudwaras. Their role has to be assessed not merely in terms of 

the religion with which they are associated, but also in the context of their 

functions as institutions of society…”  
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How do we understand religion? Religion is understood in different ways by 

different people. Philosophers, theologists and sociologists have different 

perspectives to understand religion. However, sociologists have understood 

religion as primarily a social phenomenon. Every society has religious beliefs, 

rites and organization. Religion very often influences our understanding of 

everyday life. In many societies religion affects the way we relate to each 

other. Our religious beliefs often guide our social interaction. Religion can be a 

unifying factor in some societies. However, in some societies it can be a matter 

of conflict. 

“Religion broadly refers to:  

a) experiences of human beings as a collectivity in all parts of the world.  

b) Relationships between human beings, probably in all walks of life, and  

c) To all facts of everyday human life, for example, education, politics, 

economy etc.” 

Therefore, it is very clear that religion is a social phenomenon. It is related with 

politics, as mentioned earlier in an inextricable manner. Since, it is a social 

phenomenon and part of the culture of society which we inherit, often we grow 

up being socialized into the religious beliefs, values and practices of our 

parents. It is another thing that after maturity we may reject this religion and 

take up another or simply not be part of any religion 

EFFECT OF RELIGION ON POLITICS 

Positively, if we look in to the basic concept behind religion it teaches the way 

of living life in the society or even about forming a dynamic society to its 

follower but when it gets wrongly interpreted by some undesirable people of 

the society and preaches to other people then it may lead to regionalism, 

linguistic differences, feeling of superiority and inferiority among people and 

business of religion and these elements are basically helps promote conflicts 

among different religion and helps some opportunists to shine their political 

agenda over it. If we look in to the Indian scenario it is crystal clear that 

politics and religion here go side by side and religion has its huge impact on 

politics or even forming of government which is basically not the real intention 

of the constitution. Hence, following are the main effects of religion on 

politics: 

(1) Religion and politics in India create in disintegration among racial and 

religious groups into the community. 

(2) It creates separation and promotes intolerance in society. 

(3) Arisen of conflict among various sect in the society is also one of the 

effects. 

 

 



Online International Interdisciplinary Research Journal, {Bi-Monthly}, ISSN 2249-9598, Volume-12, Issue-03, May-June 2022 

 

 

w w w . o i i r j . o r g                      I S S N  2 2 4 9 - 9 5 9 8  

 
Page 45 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 

After looking into the impact of religion on politics from earlier and present 

time the conclusion can be made that what comes out when religion and 

politics together having effect over each other; and what happens when 

politicsover power religion or religion follows politics. In case of this 

integration, amonarchical or doctorial system of society emerges which finishes 

all creative thoughts of society and deteriorate it to passivity. In case of 

dissatisfaction, both religion and politics use people and their resources in 

getting power and deteriorate them of social and cultural activities.  

However, studies say whenever, religion consigns under the political, social, or 

economic pressure, society contributes in philosophy, music and art and 

literature. Akbar’s period in the Mughal rule is significant because during this 

period new ideas were allowed to flourish. Society becomes free when the hold 

of religion is weak; it becomes barren when religion dominates society and 

adopts hostility to all new changes. It reverts back society to old traditions and 

reduces the role of modernity. 

Separation of religion from politics does not make it weak or vulnerable. Real 

strength of religion lies in the belief in its truthfulness and not in patronization 

and protection of state. History is evident that whenever, politics is called to 

help religion, it uses it for its interest and makes effort to subordinate it which 

subsequently weakens religion and its beliefs. Moreover, whenever, religion 

tries to interfere in economy or politics and cannot keep pace with changes, it 

becomes butt of criticism. It is evident that in the modern period there is rapid 

development in social and natural sciences and religion is not in a position to 

accommodate all these changes or to interpret them in religious terms, 

therefore, the best way is to separate it from politics, economy, and science and 

technology. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


