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India has been described as a melting pot of races and tribes. India has the second 

largest concentration of tribal population in the world next to Africa. In India, there 

are about 350 Scheduled Tribes (sub-tribes are many more) and they speak more than 

100 languages. Tribal have distinct characteristics, which are different from others. 

They are simple people with exotic customs, traditions, and practices. The tribal, by 

tradition are cultivators, but the tribal agriculture is still in a backward stage due to 

they migrate or depend to other works. The Karimnagar district Scheduled Tribe 

population has increased a percentage population of 17.77% from 90,636 in 2001 to 1, 

06,745 in 2011 at the same time tribal agriculture cultivators 19332 and area 16651 

hectors cultivation during the 2010-2011 periods. Therefore it is important to 

understand some factors influencing the agriculture sector tribal population to migrate 

to another sector. An attempt is made in the present study to analyze the impact of 

tribal population growth level on district and to a major problem of agriculture 

structure, it’s affected to cultivation and cultivators reduced in this study important. 

The main objective of the study is to analyze tribal population growth level in district 

level. To analyze agriculture structure changes. Finally, this study also explores the 

structural changes in the tribal population growth level and agriculture structure 

effects negatively. The study conducted on the secondary database and research 

articles, many journals and government sites, related materials etc. 

KEYWORDS: Tribal population growth, agriculture structure. 

Introduction 

India has been described as a melting pot of races and tribes. India has the 

second largest concentration of tribal population in the world next to Africa. In India, 

there are about 350 Scheduled Tribes (sub-tribes are many more) and they speak more 

than 100 languages. Tribal have distinct characteristics, which are different from 

others. They are simple people with exotic customs, traditions, and practices. The 

tribal, by tradition are cultivators, but the tribal agriculture is still in a backward stage 

due to they migrate or depend to other works. The tribal development various 

programs implemented the independent India acknowledged centuries of social, 

economic and educational deprivations suffered by Schedule Tribes and incorporated 

specific provisions to protect them from discrimination as well as to facilitate their 

development. Micro level evidence shows that interventions and initiation of schemes 

like Mid day Meal Programme, creation of Self Help Groups, environmental building 

programmes, developing partnership between schools and village communities, 

appointment of local teachers have helped tribal to realize the importance of 

education, health and developed positive attitudes towards education and health of 

them and their children. But still a lot is to be done in this regard, since their health 

and educational standards are far less than their counter parts in the society. In the 
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independence time the Prime Minister Sri Jawaharlal Nehru having developed deep 

sympathy for the tribal people laid down the foundation of new policy and called for 

its vigorous implementation. He stated that development in various fields, such as 

communications, medical facilities, education and better agriculture, should be 

pursued to the STs. The percentage of tribal population to the total population in the 

country has increased by last past years. The country is not able to maintain the 

culture, traditions and customs of the Scheduled Tribes population. Poverty is very 

high among these indigenous people as compared to general population. They are 

mostly agricultural labourers and meagre assets like land and houses. Because of their 

socio-cultural environment, these people are found to depend on cultivation. Nearly 

two thirds (63.85 per cent) of total main workers were engaged in cultivation in resent 

studies and about one-sixth (16.05 per cent) of them worked as agricultural labourers. 

In the resent studies explore to a high proportion of total main workers is still engaged 

in agricultural per suits. Females pay little role as worker except in agricultural 

operations. Among other workers the bulk is absorbed in extraction of forest products 

and in animal husbandry. The invert tendencies keep the people unconcerned with the 

development occurring even in their own environment. Tribal population could not 

come out of their food gathering economy. Because of little contact from outside, the 

non-tribal population also has neither the technology nor the consciousness and much 

need to improve the agriculture. Many studies on the culture economic issue, 

agricultural development, agricultural production, agricultural structure and changes, 

problem related to agriculture, adoption of new technology and modern inputs in 

agriculture, agricultural investments, tribal developments program and problems of 

tribal community and publish various research papers on them. 

 

Review of literature 

The review of literature may be helpful to review some of them directly 

relevant in the present context. 

Sinha(1964)
1
, explain to which extends modern technology will be used in 

agriculture. They elaborated that too much traditional and very lower level farmer is 

not ready to use new technology in agricultural activities, as a result production is also 

low and other issues are agricultural activity in large and small agricultural land. 

Sing.s (1976)
2
, described as the main obstacle in agricultural development in during 

20th century is dependency in the field of agriculture. 

Rao (1988)
3
, explained that in increasing size of agricultural field agricultural 

production is decreased. 

The problems of agriculture in the tribal areas as they emerged from the study of 

Ramaiah (1981)
4
, are: (i) The small size of agricultural holdings; (ii) Absence of 

irrigational facilities; (iii) Use of primitive techniques of cultivations; (iv) Absence of 

                                                 

1
 . Sinha, B.N., 1992, "Agricultural Efficiency in India", pp.265-89 in Noor Mohammad, ed., New 

Dimensions in Agricultural Geography, Vol. 8, New Delhi, Concept Publishing Co. 
2
 . Singh, S., 1976, Modernization of agriculture: A Case Study in Eastern 

Uttar Pradesh, New Delhi, Heritage Pub. 
3
 . Rao1988: Tribal Social Stratification, Himanshu 

Publications,  Udaipur. 
4
 . Ramaiah, P.; 1988: Issues in Tribal Development, Chugh Publication, 

Allahabad (India). 
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use of improved seeds and fertilizers and, as a result of the above, low productivity 

and meagre net returns; and (v) Heavy debts and high rates of interest on loans. 

Need for the Study 

The study of tribal population growth impact on tribal agriculture structure 

mostly depends on the effective role over urbanization impacts on population, 

facilities and land use changes etc., hence, there is a need to take-up a secondary data 

sources. The study sought to understand the nature and patterns tribal population, 

agriculture structure and diversion land uses. 

Objectives of the study 

1. To analyze tribal population growth level in district level.  

2. To analyze agriculture structure and land holding uses changes. 

 5. Methodology  

                The present study is on tribal population growth impact on tribal agriculture 

structure. For this study tribal population growth impact on tribal agriculture structure 

area will be selected purposively for the study. The present study is based on collected 

secondary sources of data. The secondary data are collected through Books; Articles 

published in different journals, and various government reports. 

Karimnagar District Historical Background 

Karimnagar is a city in the Indian state of Telangana. Karimnagar is a major 

urban agglomeration and fifth largest city in the state. It is governed by Municipal 

Corporation and is the headquarters of the Karimnagar District. The Kotilingal in 

karimnagar district was the first capital of Satavahana Kingdom (230 BCE–220 CE). 

Formerly known as Sabbinadu, inscriptions dating to the Kakatiya Dynasty (1083–

1323) by kings Prola II and Prataparudra found at Karimnagar and  srisailam provide 

evidence of the area's rich history.  The history of the Karimnagar district began in the 

Old Stone Age around 1, 48,000 BC. Archaeological excavations in pedda bonkur, 

Dhulikatta and Kotilingala show that the area was once ruled by the sathavahana, 

kakatiya and Asaf Jahis. It was previously part of Hyderabad State before 1 

November 1956, A.P. state till 2 June 2014 and became the part of newly formed state 

of Telangana by Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014. In 2011, Karimnagar had 

population of 3,776,269 of which male and female were 1,880,800 and 1,895,469 

respectively. In 2001 census, Karimnagar had a population of 3,491,822 of which 

males were 1,747,968 and remaining 1,743,854 were females.  

There was change of 8.15 percent in the population compared to population as per 

2001. In the previous census of India 2001, Karimnagar District recorded increase of 

14.96 percent to its population compared to 1991.  
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Table - 1  

Karimnagar District Scheduled Tribe 

Population Details 

Year Population  Growth rate 

1961 13116 0 

1971 16433 25.29 

1981 60567 268.5 

1991 83017 37.07 

2001 90636 9.2 

2011 106675 17.7 

                            Source: District Hand Book, Censes 2011. 

 The above table 1 describe to karimnagar district wise scheduled tribe 

population. In the above table shows that during the period 1961 to 2011 tribal 

population date in district wise changes occurred to 13116 to 106675 respectively. 

The changes growth rate shows in 1981 highly population increased district level 

268.5 per cent respectively and low growth rate enrolled in 1991 respectively only 9.2 

per cent. 

Table - 2 

 Details of Scheduled Tribes Area Size Classes and  

Land Use in Karimnagar District  

Size of  

Land 

1995 – 1996 2010-2011 

TOTAL HOLDINGS TOTAL HOLDINGS 

Number 

Area 

(in 

Hectares) 

Number 

Area 

(in 

Hectares) 

Marginal 
8752 

(65.8) 

4140 

(31.0) 

13623 

(70.4) 

6371 

(38.2) 

Small 
3012 

(22.6) 

4231 

(31.6) 

4278 

(22.1) 

5858 

(35.1) 

Semi -  

Medium 

1259 

(9.4) 

3304 

(24.7) 

1188 

(6.1) 

3025 

(18.1) 

Medium 
250 

(1.8) 

1347 

(10.0) 

228 

(1.1) 

1166 

(7.0) 
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Large 
18 

(0.1) 

328 

(2.4) 

15 

(0.07) 

231 

(1.3) 

TOTAL 
13291 

(100) 

13350 

(100) 

19332 

(100) 

16651 

(100) 

Source: Agriculture censes of India. 

 The above table 2 reveal to District wise tribal land holdings and operated area 

details. In the scheduled tribal land holdings and operated area resulted to above data 

i.e. during the period 1995-1996 to 2010 – 2011 the marginal land holdings and area 

changed to 65.8 per cent to 70.4 per cent and 31.0 percent area to 38.2 per cent 

operated area increased at the same time small holdings and area also changed 22.6 

per cent to 22.1 per cent and area was increased 31.6 per cent to 35.1 per cent. And 

offsite changes in semi medium holdings i.e. 9.4 per cent to 6.1 per cent decreased 

and area also 24.7 per cent to 18.1 per cent decreased. In the medium and large 

holding are very highly decreased. Medium holdings are 1.8 per cent to 1.1 decreased 

and area 10 per cent to 7.0 per cent decreased and also large scale holdings 0.1 per 

cent to 0.07 per cent and area 2.4 per cent to 1.3 per cent decreased. Above data 

expressed result to large and medium scale holdings and area decreased and it convert 

or change to marginal holdings and small holdings increased. The above data explain 

to whenever the  tribal population increased at the same time district level tribal land 

holdings and operated area also changes occurred due to mainly reason that heritage 

land holdings divided to total holding so that marginal and small holdings was 

increased respectively during the period. 

Table - 3 

 Details of Scheduled Tribes Area Size Classes and Irrigation Facility in 

Karimnagar District  

Size of  

Land 

1995 – 1996 2010-2011 

TOTAL HOLDINGS TOTAL HOLDINGS 

Number 

Area 

(in 

Hectares) 

Number 

Area 

(in 

Hectares) 

Marginal 3474 1450 7708 3520 

Small 1402 1265 3084 3498 

Semi -  

Medium 
603 727 848 1500 

Medium 132 252 186 543 

Large 17 75 13 92 

TOTAL 5628 3769 11839 9153 
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Source: Agriculture censes of India. 

 

The above table 3 describe to irrigation facilities of karimnagar district tribal 

holdings. During the period 1995- 1996 to 2010 – 2011 total irrigation facility 

holdings from 5628 to 11839 and operated area from 3769 to 9153. It’s compare to 

from 1995 – 1996 to 2010 – 2011 period agriculture irrigation facilities increased in 

tribal land holdings.  In the above data reveals that only large scale holdings and area 

irrigation facility was not consider result occurred and at the same remain all land 

holdings irrigation facility increased near more than 50 per cent respectively marginal, 

small, semi medium and medium holdings. 

 

Findings and Conclusions  

The study area result expose to. 

1. The tribal population in karimnagar district level in the year 1961 population 

was only 13116 and increased in the year 2011 106675 and 1981 decade 

growth rate was enrolled 268.5 per cent this is high growth rate resulted 

among the all other district level. 

2. The tribal population total in karimnagar district 106675 and malepopulation 

was 53425 and female population was 53250 it is resulted to that both male 

and female population was share near by 50 per cent. 

3. Within the district tribal population highest mandal was mutharam are 34.5 per 

cent of total mandal population and lowest population was enrol gangadar 

mandal are 0.42 per cent of total mandal population. 

4. In the district level literacy of tribal population was 49.5 per cent. This result 

was shown the in the district level tribal population was not interested to 

literacy side and it is resulted to tribal people was depend huge in agriculture 

activates, other labour works and some of the job section. 

5. During the period 1995 – 1996 to 2010 - 2011 land holdings of tribal people in 

the district level 13350 to 16651 hectares land operated area increased at the 

same time holdings increased from 13291 to 19332. It is shows that whenever 

the population increased at the same time holdings and operated area increased 

scheduled tribe population. 

6. Agrarian structure changes occurred in tribal agriculture in the district area i.e. 

irrigation facility increased during the period 1995- 1996 to 2010 – 2011 

respectively 5384 hectares and holdings. It is resulted to that in the recent 

year’s agriculture sector so many changes and programs implemented so that 

tribal agriculture structure changes will continued. 

In that above details emerging to tribal situations in district wise and 

agriculture sector dependent people was very low and other activities was worked 

people. And that the tribal people were literacy rate also low so that the literacy 

rate incising programs implemented to those sector. The agriculture modernization 

low level contributed so state government will take of necessary action to 

agriculture development and increasing literacy rate about tribal people.   
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