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Abstract
In the process of development of a child, the Parents usually play the key role. So, the
Parents are required to be conscious about the importance and value of education of their
Children. The present study is a modest attempt to explore and comprehend the
perception of the Parents living in the slums of Cuttack and Bhubaneswar city of Odisha
about the education of their children. For the purpose a total of30 (thirty) slums of
Cuttack and Bhubaneswar were selected in the sample survey purposively. The study was
conducted in the elementary schools of Cuttack Municipality Corporation (CMC) and
Bhubaneswar Municipality Corporation (BMC) for 100 parents. The findings revealed
that some children are deliberately getting themselves dropped out of the schools once
they become capable of rendering physical laborand start working to support their
respective families. Practice of Child labor among the slum dwellers is the stumbling
block in the pursuance of education among them. It was very commonly observed that
illiterate parents feel recalcitrant in participating in any of the functions of the school. So,
situational aspects are multiplying problems relating to spread of education among
children living in the slums. In order make a holistic comprehension of the problem, the
study recommended for a follow-up study at the Secondary level. In order to make RTE
available to people on the margins particularly, the children whose parents are slum
dwellers, proper care needs to be taken by the teachers, stakeholders, NGOs and school
authorities so that the children are not deprived of their basic constitutional rights.
KEYWORDS: Perception, dropout, motivation, illiterate.
Introduction
Education needs to be catered not only to people in the frontline of the society but also to
all sections of people including those at the margins who are deprived ones. Because of
situation beyond their control and lack of basic amenities of life, children grown up in
slums, experience a childhood which is beyond the imagination of either upper or middle
echelons of the society.The slums typically lack proper sanitation, safe drinking water
and systematic garbage disposal. Inadequate of space inside the houses is another major
handicap for children living in the slums. The rapid industrialization coupled with the
desire of the jobholders to settle in urban locations has resulted in mushrooming growth
of skyscrapers during last four/five decades.There is rapid growth of urban population
because of job opportunities. Massive building construction activities and middle-class
mentality of managing households through engagement of domestic laborers have
attracted rural deprived to find fortunes in cities.Migrating from their villages they
usually settle in roadside slums through their acquaintances. The slums are mostly
located on government lands,where basic facilities of life are not available. The nature of
the slums and their location preferences varies rapidly across cities of India. Theslums
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accounted for 22.5% of the urban population (Census of India, 2001). 22.5% population
lived in slums, which are distributed among 2613 towns/cities (Census data
2011).So,bulks of urban children population are living in slums in most undesirable
conditions are deprived of their childhood life.
The Parents often being called as ‘child’s first teacher’. Parents playa major role in
children’s education. Proportionately parenting demands utmost care of child’s
education. Parental engagement in education is not only relevant but extremely necessary
for education of children. The parents generally have an awfully busy schedule and
heavily loaded with works obviously for augmenting their daily income. Hence, most of
the parents are not able to spare some time for their children, whose education is merely a
nightmare for them. Parental involvement entails a wide range of things and behavior but
generally refer to parent’s and family member’s optimal utilization of resources for
schooling and education of their children. Parental involvement in home can include
activities such as discussions about school, helping them in finishing their homework and
assisting them in reading and writing. But generally, the parents are mostly illiterate or
less educated for which they are not capable enough in negotiating with the situation.
They are too shy to discuss about the problems of their children either with the teachers
or friends and colleagues. These problems persist everywhere in the country. Poverty of
parents is the root cause behind these which adversely affect the children in achieving the
best in education.
Many researches were carried out by different scholars to understand the basic problems
relating to education of children living in slums. Abuya, Wekulo,and
Muhia(2018)contemplated that parents recognized the importance of the role they played
in their children’s education. Contrary to this, Hasnat (2015) revealed that parents from
rural Bangladesh do not consider it their responsibility to be involved in their children’s
education. This research indicates a gap between the expectations of policy on parental
involvement and the actual reality of rural parent’s belief and practices. They considered
teachers to be the best to take care of their children and thought that they did not have any
further duties Kejerfors (2007) found that parents and children living in poor
environments are typically exposed to a host of negative events and chronic problems in
the physical and social environments in which they interact and live their lives. They do
not have absolutely any control over these social situations. Major social problems such
as poverty, unemployment, neighborhood violence and exclusion make it difficult for the
parents in urban slums to lead a decent life for themselves. It was also difficult to protect
their children from harm and plan their future. As a result, parents who live in the slums
suffer from additional discrimination by being automatically assumed to neglect or abuse
their children. Cashman etal. (2020) while conducting a study on parental Perception and
Parental Involvement in Children’s Education in Rural India during Covid-19 Crisis
found that more affluent parents are more likely to become involved in their children’s
learning, as they themselves tend to be more educated and recognize their child’s learning
gaps, whereas less affluent and less educated parents may have more challenges
supporting their children’s learning. These parents were more involved with their
children’s learning. Menon (2013) studied about parental involvement in early childhood
education classrooms in Mumbai slums and found that one of the reasons for fathers to
perceive problems and barriers could be due to their business and long working hours and

www.oiirj.org

ISSN 2249-9598

Page 57

Online International Interdisciplinary Research Journal, {Bi-Monthly}, ISSN 2249-9598, Volume-11, Issue-03, May-June 2021

failure to manage time. Mothers are more involved because they work as professionals
and can manage their time better to involve in their child’s education.
A clear-cut picture is not emerging from all the above works relating to current research
problem for which the present survey is envisaged and carried out. In Odisha, despite the
various constitutional safeguards and all the different schemes by the state government,
the ultimate result in the slum areas is found to be dismal in comparison toother marginal
groups in the society. While parents of the slum children are not inclined for schooling
and education of their children, scenario might get changed if wides preadawareness
programmes are undertaken by different government or voluntary agencies regarding
value of education among the parents with a brighter future of their children. Further, it
has been suggested by Child Psychologists that to develop a child holistically, it is
necessary to work with the parents, the environment and community of the children. So,
the Parents become the nuclei in the whole exercise. This makes it imperative to evaluate
the perception of the parents. The present study aims to examine whether parents living
in the slums today, exhibit a positive and favorable attitude towards their children’s
education or not. Challenges are manifold both for the parents, government, and other
agencies regarding the same which include unemployment, incarceration, poor
educational attainment, limited childcare, lack of access to affordable and quality health
care, etc. So, the purpose of the study was to investigate the relationship between parent’s
location and belief and their children’s education.
Methodology of Study
In the present study, descriptive survey method is used. It is designed to explore the
perception of the parents for the education of children dwelling in the slums. Target
population of the study comprises of the parents of slum children at Cuttack Municipality
Corporation (CMC) and Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation (BMC) of Odisha.Thirty
schools were selected purposively from CMC and BMC where concentration of children
from slum areas is mainly one ducation. One hundred (100)parents living in different
slums of CMC and BMC were selected purposively.
The researchers developed an interview schedule for the data collection. It incorporated
the awareness of teachers about the problems, needs and requirements, poverty level of
the parents living in slums and the information and knowledge about the RTE Act, 2009
and the policy underlined in it. After preparing the questionnaire form, the researcher
visited ten(10) slums of CMC and twenty(20) slums of BMC. The collected data were
analyzed through application of required statistical techniques i.e. frequencies and
percentage.
Result and Discussion
1. Attendance of children
Table-1: Attendance of children
S. No. Attendance
Yes (%) No (%)
1
Do your children go to school every day?
71(71%) 29(29%)
2

Do you make your child understand to go to school? 98(100%) 02(00%)
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Figure:1: Attendance of Children

From the above table 1, it is found that out of one hundred (100) parents, most of the
parents (71%) told that their children go to school every day. According to Right to
Education Act, 2009, it is the fundamental right of each child in India to receive quality
elementary education. But in the current survey 29% of parents told that their children do
not go to school every day. As per the Act, “it shall be the duty of every parent or
guardian to be admitted or cause to be admitted his or her child or ward to an elementary
education in the neighborhood school”. The above figure shows that majority of the
parents (98%) make their child understand to go to school whereas 2% of parents do not
make their children understand to do as required.
The above findings show that there are various reasons for which the children in slums
areas are deprived of getting minimum education, which is their fundamental right.
Migration of families to other places for their jobs emerged to be one of the prominent
reasons for dropout from school by their children. It was seen that some children had
gone to school for a short period of time but dropped out as they start working to support
their family. Child labor is also a major issue which is leading to dropout from school, for
which the parents alone cannot be blamed but the whole civil society is to be made aware
of the implications of the system of child labor.
2. Awareness about Right to Education Act
Table-2: Awareness about Right to Education Act
Sl. No. Right to Education Act
Yes (%) No (%)
Can’t
(%)
1
Do you know that education is the right of all 89(89%) 11(11%) 00(0%)
children?
2
3

Are the PTA meetings held twice a year?
67(67%)
Do the teachers discuss about the progress and 42(42%)
www.oiirj.org
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4

problems of the children with you?
Do the children get all the opportunities in 68(68%)
school?

26(26%)

06(06%)

Figure: 2: Awareness about Right to Education Act

According to RTE Act,2009, the govt. shall provide free and compulsory education to
every child of the age of six to fourteen years. Besides, It is stipulated in relation to
RTE Act, Ch.VI (31)a that “The National Commission for Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR) or the State Commission for Protection of Child Rights(SCPCR)
constituted under Section 17 shall examine and review the safeguards for rights and
enquire into complaints relating to child rights to free and compulsory education.”
The results shown above contain data regarding awareness of the parents to the Right to
Education Act, 2009. According to the response of the parents, majority of them know
that education is the fundamental right of all children irrespective of their caste, religion,
location, or income. As stated by them, it is found that out of one hundred parents,
eighty-nineparents know that education is the right of all children. So, 89% of the parents
are aware of the act. Further, it was revealed that 67% of parents knew that PTA meeting
is held twice a year. As per section 21 of RTE Act, 2009, “PTA should be made
mandatory as SMCs and PTAs are an important link in monitoring the safety and security
measures in schools”. But as revealed by 25% of theparents in their statements, PTA
meeting does not hold twice a year. Some of the parents (08%)told that they do know
nothing about the PTA meeting. It is apparently clear from the statements that there is a
gap between the teachers and the parents which affect the education of the children. It is
found from the Table No.1 that42% of parents are conscious about the education of their
children as the teachers discuss about the progress and problems of the children with
them. About 58% of the parents stated that the teachers do not discuss about the progress
and problems of the children with them. According to the RTE Act, “the PTA shall
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conduct periodic meeting and discuss about each problem and progress of the children”.
It is found from 68% of parents that their children get all the opportunities/facilities in the
school, whereas 26% of parents told that their children do not get all the opportunities in
the school. About 06% of the parents do not have any knowledge about the
opportunities/facilities availed by the children.
The above findings illustrate that there is lack of opportunities in the school.
There is no motivation from the teachers and the schools lack basic amenities which may
include sports and recreation. The children of the slums never get the privilege to
participate in celebrations like the Ganesh Puja or the Saraswathi Puja as they are not
capable to pay money for the feast. It was also seen that illiterate parents even feel shy or
at least seem ignorant of the importance of making themselves visible in different cocurricular and extra-curricular activities including the annual parent’s day held in the
Schools.
3. Personal Questions
Table-3: Personal Questions
Sl. No. Personal Questions
Yes(%)
No(%)
1
Do you know that your child remains absent in school,
35 (35%)
65 (65%)
because he/she helps you in household activities or for
earning money?
2
3
4

Do the teachers remain absent regularly?
Do you know that due to improper education in school,
students remain absent?
Do teachers give physical or psychological punishment to
the students?

03(03%)
12(12%)

97
88

20(20%)

80(80%)

5
6

Does health and poverty create problem for their study?
Do you careful about your child’s study?

72(72%)
100(100%)

28(28%)
00(00%)

7

Do you ask the teachers about the improvement of your
students?
Do you think that illiteracy of some parents affects their
children’s education?
Do you inspire your child when he/she does not go to
school?

67(67%)

33(33%)

72(72%)

28(28%)

100(100%)

00(00%)

8
9
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Figure: 3: Personal Questions

In accordance with the provisions of the Constitution of India and The Child Labor
Amendment Act, 2012, no child below the age of 14 years shall be employed in work, in
any factory or mines or engaged in any other hazardous employment. It was found from
the above figure that out of 100 parents, 35(35%) parents know that their child remains
absent in school, because he/she helps him in household activities or for earning money
whereas 65% of parents told that their child does not remain absent in school for house
hold activities or for earning money. Further, as per the RTE Act, the teacher should
maintain regularity and punctuality in attending school. The above figure shows that 97%
of parents knew about the fact that teachers are regular and punctual to their duties,
whereas only 3% parents told that teachers remain absent in school. Similarly, the teacher
should complete the curriculum in accordance with the provisions of the Act. Other
activities include all-round development of the child, building up child’s knowledge,
potentiality and talent, development of physical and mental abilities that includes skill
development and ability for application of ideas and thoughts. It was reported by
12%ofparents that due to improper education in the school, the students remain absent,
but 88% of the parents do not agree with it. As per the Act, no child shall be subjected to
any kind of physical punishment or mental harassment. It was found from majority of the
parents (89%) that teachers neither give physical punishment nor psychological torment
to the students. But only 11% of parents agree with the fact. They said that sometimes
teachers get angry on the children these children for not doing any homework or creating
disturbances inside the classrooms. Further, 72% of parents agree that health and poverty
are stumbling blocks for their children’s study, whereas 28% of parents do not agree with
it. It was reported that 75% of parents are careful about their children’s study, whereas 25
% of parents do not bother about their children’s education. It was known from 67% of
the parents that they ask the teachers about the improvement of the children, which was
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not agreed upon by 33% of the parents. Moreover, 72% of parents agree that illiteracy of
some parents affect their children’s education whereas 28% of parents do not agree with
that. Similarly, 74 % of parents told that they try to inspire and motivate their children,
when they are not inclined go to school, whereas 26 % of the parents were found
indifferent to the matter. The situation is due to their ignorance about value and
importance of education.
The above analysis leads us to conclude that illiteracy is the main cause behind
the elementary level dropout of the children of the slums. It was also found that the
children of poor parents are less privileged than those of literate and educated parents for
which very often they do not excel. Lack of inspiration and motivation also contribute to
the development of the mental faculties of the children adversely. Sometimes, the
teachers show bias towards some students or uses derogatory language against such
children although they are more capable than the others. This often diminishes their
motivation in education. It was illustrated that in some schools, due to improper
education, the children do not show interest to come to school. Some teachers do not
know how to cop up with these children. Some teachers punish the children by asking
them to stand up or kneel in the classroom by holding their ears or scold them. A case
came up where the boy was severely beaten up by the schoolteacher. In matters relating
to punishment, the teachers are also found to be partial and selective. This is again
another factor which contributes to loss of interest on the part of the children of the slums
to plan their study.
4. Examination Result
Table:4: Examination Result
Sl. No. Examination Result
Yes (%)
No (%)
Can’t
say
(%)
1
Do you know about your child’s performance in 71(%)
23(23%) 6(6%)
school examination?
2
Do you ask your child about his performance in school 70(70%)
30(30%) 00(0%)
examination?
3
Is progress report of your child provided by the school 67(67%)
23(23%) 00(00%)
to you?
4
If not, then do you ask the headmaster about not giving 20(20%)
80(80%) 00(0%)
the progress report?
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Figure:4: Examination Result

According to Ch. V (30)(1)of RTE Act, ‘No child shall be required to pass any board
examination’. From the above table, it is apparently clear that 71% of parents know about
their child’s performance in school examinations, whereas 23% of parents do not know.
About 06% of the parents told that they cannot say anything about it. Moreover, about
70% of parents ask their children about their performance in school examination whereas
30% of children do not ask their children about their performance in school examination.
Further, 67% of parents agreed that progress report of their children provided by the
school, whereas 23% of the parents did not agree with it. As per the Act, every child
completing his elementary education shall be awarded certificate in such form and in
such manner as prescribed without any discrimination. Again, 80% of the parents told
that they do not ask the headmaster about the progress report whereas only 20% of the
parents ask their headmaster about not giving the progress report.
The above findings illustrated that in some cases inability to pass the examination also
led to reduction in the motivation level and thus ultimately leading to drop outof the
school. But similar situations do not prevail uniformly.
5. Different Opportunities Provided in School
Table 5: Different Opportunities provided in School
Sl.
Questions about different opportunities Yes (%)
No (%)
No.
provided in the school
1
Do you know that free education is provided to 79(79%)
17(%)
all the children in school?
2
3

Are the books, food and dress provided to the 100(100%)
students?
Is diet food provided to the students?
78(78%)
www.oiirj.org
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4
5

Does not your child get any opportunity like other 98(98%)
children in school?
Are vitamin medicines provided to your children 89(89%)
in need?

02(2%)

00(0%)

09(09%)

00(0%)

Figure: 5: Different Opportunities provided in school

Access to free and compulsory education is fundamental both in the constitution and the
act. The Right to Education Act, 2009 makes education a fundamental right of every
child between the ages of 6 and 14 and specifies minimum norms in elementary schools.
The RTE Act also requires surveys that will monitor all neighborhood schools, identify
children requiring education and setting up facilities for providing the same. From the
above table it is revealed that about 79% of parents agreed to the availability of free
education to all the children in school, whereas 17% of the parents do not agree with that.
Only 4% of the parents could not say anything about the provision of free education. The
RTE Act provides for distribution of free textbooks to school going children at primary or
elementary level at the beginning of the academic session. Further, all the parents told
that books, food, and dress are provided to the students. According to MDM Rule-2015,
every child within the age group of six to fourteen years studying in classes between I
and VIII who enroll and attend the school shall be provided meal having nutritional
standards. The State-cum- Monitoring Committee (SSMC) shall oversee the
implementation of the scheme and the act and would ensure establishment of mechanism
for maintenance of nutritional standards and quality standards and quality of meals. Most
of the parents (78%) agreed that food as per dietary requirements are provided to all the
students. Some parents alleged that the quality of food served in some schools under the
MDM scheme continues to remain poor. The cases of cooking of poor quality of
infrastructure in terms of kitchen sheds and utensils were rampant. So, the children were
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not interested to eat the food.About 98% of parents told that their children get all the
opportunities like other children in school, whereas only 2% of the parents did not agree
with it. Again, about 89% the parents agreed that vitamin medicines are provided to their
children, whereas 9 % of the parents did not agree with that.
The above findings showed that majority of children do not get textbooks when the
school reopens after the summer break. They get the books later at the middle of the
session.This obviously affects their regular and continuousengagement with the study.
Major Findings
Attendance of Children
• 71% of the parents stated that their children go to school every day, whereas 29%
of parents revealed that their children do not go to school regularly.
• Again, majority of the parents (98%) make their children understand the reasons
to go to school, whereas only 2% of parents are unable to make their children
understand about the same.
Right to Education Act
• Roughly 89% of the parents know that education is the right of all children.
• About 67% of the parents said that PTA meeting is held twice a year, whereas
25% of parents are not aware of the same.
• On an average 42% of the parents told that the teachers discuss about the progress
and problems of children with them, whereas 58% of the parents answered in the
negative.
• About 68% ofthe parents said that children get all the opportunities in school,
whereas 26% of parents do not agree with it. Similarly, 6% of parents do not
know about the opportunities available for the children.
Personal Questions
• About 65%of the parents know that their child remains absent in school, because
of some household activities or to earn money, whereas 35% of the parents said
that children do not remain absent in school for household activities.
• Majority of the parents (97%) said that teachers remain present regularly in
school, whereas 3% of the parents responded negatively.
• Only 12% of the parents stated that due to improper education/bad teaching
learning atmosphere in the school, students remain absent whereas about 88% of
parents of parents do not agree with it.
• Majority of the parents (89%) told that teachers do not give any physical
punishment or mental harassments to the students. But only 11% of parents
agreed with the fact.
• It was reported that 75% of the parents are careful about their children’s study,
whereas 25% of parents do not care for their children’s study.
• About 72% of the parents agreed that illiteracy of some parents affect their
children’s education, whereas 28% of parents do not accept that.
• Roughly 74% of the parents told that they inspire their children when he/she is not
inclined to go to school, whereas 26% of parents did not do so.
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Examination Result
• About 23% of the parents knew about their children’s performance in the school
examinations, whereas 71% of the parents do not know about the same. Roughly
6% of the parents expressed their indifference.
• About 70% of the parents ask their children about their performance in school
examination, whereas 30% of the parents do not ask their children about the
same.
• 67% of the parents agreed that progress report of their children isprovided by the
schools, whereas 23% of the parents did not agree with it.
• In general, 80% of the parents told that they do not ask the headmaster in case the
progress report is not provided to them, whereas 20% of the parents ask their
headmaster about the same.
Different opportunities available in the School
• On an average, 79% of the parents agreed that free education is provided to all the
children in school, whereas 17% of parents do not agree with it. Only 4% of the
parents could not say anything about the provision of free education.
• Most of the parents (78%) stated that dietary and nutritious food is provided to all
the students.
• Majority of the parents (98%) told that their children get all the opportunities like
other children in school irrespective of any differences.
• About 89% of the parents said that vitamin medicines were provided to their
children, whereas 9% of the parents did not agree with it.
Conclusion
The above findings showed that there are various reasons for which the
children in the slums are not getting proper education. Migration of families to other
places, child labor, poverty of parents and lack of inspiration/motivation etc. emerged to
be the reasons of school dropout. The findings illustrate that even though there may be
some competing factors which may hinder parental involvement in their children’s
education, such as lack of time or conflicts with work schedules, especially for those
living in low-income settings, improvements in parent-child communication and higher
aspirations for education for children may serve as good starting points to improve upon
the situation. The current paper highlights the perception of the parents, importance of
RTE Act, examination result as well as opportunities provided in the school. It was seen
that many parents are aware about the education of their children. But still some parents
are either not aware or indifferent about it. Every parent is important in the life of the
child. So, in order to increase the participation of the parents in school, a sense of
belongingness should be created among the families where they are made to feel that
contributions they make to their children’s school and education are important. The
relationship between the parents and the school should also be improved. Efforts should
be made to enable families of the slums to get more involved in the education of their
children and development of all their mental and physical faculties. This could be done
through encouraging more interaction between the parents and the teachers and inducing
them to participate in the school activities in a meaningful manner. This would add
potential to the very reason for which the RTE is enacted.It is expected from the ethics
that teacher should hold regular meetings with parents and guardians and appraise them
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about the necessity of regularity in attendance, ability to learn, progress made in learning
and any other relevant information about the child.
More research needs to be conducted on the opportunities available for increasing the
involvement of the parents in school among the slum communities. The study must cover
the financial aspect of the families. One possibility would be conducting a follow-up
study among the adolescents at the secondary level.A comparative study needs to be
undertaken among the parents of the children in theslums and the parents of non-slum
children. Another study wouldreplicate this study in the slum areas outside the state.
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