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" Abstract ||

The right to information act 2005 is an act of fheliament of Indian “to provide for
setting out the practical regime of right to inf@tmon for citizen under the provisions of
the act any citizen may request information from‘pablic authority” (a body of
government or instrumentality of state). Whichaguire to computerize their records for
wide dissemination and to pro-actively public certeategories of information, so that
the citizens need minimum recourse to request mdormation formally. Right to
information is a part of fundamental rights undeicke 19(1) of the constitution. Article
19(1) says that every citizen has freedom of spaachexpression. As early as in 1976,
the Supreme Court said in case of Raj narain a$e sif up, that people cannot speak or
express them, unless they know. Therefore RTI ibeglded in article 19. In the same
case, Supreme Court further said that India is modeatic country. People are the
masters. Therefore, masters have the right to kmow the governments meet to serve
them and are functioning. Further, every citizegspaxes. Even a beggar on the street
pays tax (In the form of sale tax, excise duty.ef¢hen he buys a piece of soap in the
market the citizen, therefore, have a right to knmaw their money was being spent.
These three principals were laid down by the Supr@uaurt while saying that RTI is a
part of our fundamental rights. Now the questiogaarwhen does RTI come into force
and the areas which is covered under the rightftermation act? RTI comes into force
on 12" Oct, 2005(128 day of its enactment on ¥5une, 2005). Some provisions have
come to force with immediate effect viz. obligasoof public authorities, designation of
public information officers and assistant publiformation officers and constitution of
central information commission, constitution of thiate information commission, and
non applicability of the act to intelligence anad gty organizations and powers to make
rules to carry out the provisions of act.

The act applies to all the states and union teregoof India except the state of Jammu
and Kashmir because Jammu and Kashmir has its oingaked Jammu and Kashmir act
2009.According to RTI, information means any maieim any form including records,

documents, memo’s, emails, books, contracts repaper samples, models, data
material held in any electronic form and informatielating to any private body which

can be accessed by a public authority under angrothw for the time being

enforced.Today education is considered an impogablic function and the state is seen
as the chief provider of education through the catmn of substantial budgetary
resources and regulating the provision of educaflidve prominent role of the state in
fulfilling the provision of education. The promirtenole of the state in fulfilling the right

to education is enshrined in 1966. Traditionallp@ttion has been the duty of child’s
parents, however, with the rise of system of edanathe roler of parents has diminished
with regard to realizing the right to educationeforld declaration on Education for all
states that, “Partnerships between government amedgavernment organizations, the
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private sector, local communities, religious groapsl families are necessary.”For the
complition of the long cherished goal of univesatiian of elementary education Sarv
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) came in to the action inytbar 2002. It promises to change the
face of the elementary education sector of the wguand aims to provide useful and
quality elementary education to all childrean ia Hge group of 6-14 by 2020. The SSA
is an effort to recognize the need for improving gerformance of school system and to
provide community owned quality elementary educatio the mission mode. The SSA
works with an objective of sending all the childrback to school camp by 2003,
complition five years of primary schooling by 20047d elementary schooling by 2020.
Main focus of the SSA has been on elementary educaith emphasis on education of
life and universal retention by 2020. The reali@atof education on a national level may
be achieved through compulsory education of moeifipally free and compulsory
primary education as stated in both the univergalagdation of human rights and the
international convenant on economics, social antum@l rights. Formal education is
given to everybody without any discrimination okseaste, creed and colour.

RIGHT TO INFORMATION INCLUDESFOLLOWING LAWS

* Inspect document, record and work.

» Take notes, extracts all certified copies of docutsmer records.

» Take certified sample of material.

» Obtain information in the form of printouts, flogsi, tapes, video cassettes or in
any other electronic mode or through printouts.
An act provide for setting out the practical regiwferight to information act
citizens to secure access to information undexctmrol of public authorities, in
order to promote transparency and accountabilittheqworking of every public
authority, the constitution of central informatiand state information and state
information commission and for matters connectedettwith or incidental to.

RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2005 EMPOWERSEVERY CITIZENTO

* Ask any question from the government or seek afornmation.
» Take copies of any government document.

* Inspect any government work.

» Take samples of material of any government work.

OBJECTIVESOF THE RTI

» To promote transparency and accountability in waglof every public authority.
» To set up a practical regime for giving citizensess to information that is under
the control of public authority.

PURPOSES OF RTI

1) RTI empowers every citizen to ask any question ftbengovernment or seek any
information. Take copies of any government docuniespects any government
documents. Take samples of materials of any govenhisiocuments.
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2) You can seek information from any department oftre¢ror state government,
from panchayate raj institutions and from any otherganization of
institution(including NGO'’s that is establishednsttuted, owned, controlled or
substantially financed, directly or indirectly, byhe state or central
government(section2a or h).

3) In each department, at least one office has besigriged as a public information
officer (P1O’s). He or she accepts the request foand provides information
sought by the people (section5 (1).

4) In addition, in each sub-district or divisional é&vthere are assistant public
information officer(AP1O) who receive requests fmformation and appeals
against decisions of public information officersydathen send them to the
appropriate authorities (section5(2).

5) Any person seeking information should file an aggtiion in writing or through
electronic means in English or Hindi (or in theic#l language of the area) along
with the application fees with the PIO or APIO $ect6(1).

6) Where a request cannot be made in writing the RBl®@upposed to render all
reasonable assistance to the person making theseqrally to reduce the same
in writing (section 6(1)).

7) Whether the applicant is deaf, blind or otherwimspaired, the public authority is
supposed provide assistance to enable to accessfdomation, including
providing such assistance as may be appropriatiaéanspection (section7 (4)).

8) Besides the applicant contact detail, the applianbt required to either give any
reasons for requesting the information or any opfeesonal details (section 6(2)).

9) A reasonable application fee (Rs 10/-) as per piest by the central
government, where as in other states the fee ammoantvary. However, no fees
is chargeable from persons below the poverty lisection7 (5)), or if the
information is provided after the prescribed pesisdction7 (6).

10)A fee will be charged for obtaining a copy of thecdments. Central government
has prescribed fees of Rs 2/- for each page cresteédopied. In some states the
charges may vary. If the information is providedhe stipulated time limit then
the information will be provided free (U/S 7(6)).

11)If the PIO fees that the sought information doespastain to his department then
it shall be its responsibility to forward the agglion to the related / relevant
department within five days and also inform thel@gpt about the same. In such
instance, the stipulated time limit for provisiohioformation would be 35 days
(U/S 6(3)).

12)In case of PIO does not furnish information withihre prescribed period or
unreasonably troubles the applicant files a complagainst him with the
information permission.

13)In case a PIO does not have any reasonable cdeseadireceive an application
for information, derive a request for informatiaierive a request for information,
knowing gives incorrect, incomplete or misleadingormation or high fees
furnishing the information’s the applicant can dila direct complaint to the
central or state information commission.

14)The PIO can deny information in some cases/matfdrs. various exemptions
from disclosure of information are listed in sent®of the RTI act, 2005.

WWw.oiirj.org ISSN 224-9598




Online International Interdisciplinary Researchrdal, {Bi-Monthly}, ISSN 2249-9598, Volume-08, IsstD3, May-June 2018 Issue

15)If the sought information is in public interest théhe exemptions enumerated in
section 8 of RTI act, 2005 can also be disclosed.

16)Any information that cannot be denied to parliamentlegislative assembly
cannot be denied to a common citizen.

17)In case a person fails to get a response from li@enkthin the prescribed period
or is aggrieved by the response received, or nssgsetion 8 of the act, then
he/she can file an appeal with an officer supanarank to PIO. (First appellate
authority)(Section 19(1)).

18)If the appellate is not happy with the first appleelshe can file a second appeal
with the state information commission or centrdbrmation commission within
60 days (U/S)19(3).

19)If a PIO fails to furnish the information ask fonder the act or fails to
communicate the rejection order, within the timeafied, the PIO will be liable
to pay penalty of Rs250/- per day for each dagedéy, subject to a maximum
rupees 25,000/- (section 20(1)). The informatiomoussion would recommend
disciplinary action against the concerned PIO, utigle service rules applicant to
him/her (section 20(2)).

20)RTI empowers every citizen to ask any question ftbengovernment or seek any
information. Take copies of any government docuniespects any government
documents. Take samples of materials of any govenhsiocuments.

POWERS
The RTI act empowers applicant citizens to:

* To obtain copies of permissible government document
* Inspect permissible government documents.
* Inspect permissible government works and obtainpgzsn

Review of Related Literature

Rampal, Anjali (2007) studied the Human Rights adionn awareness among high
schools teachers of Punjab schools education bhoartdal and urban area. The objective
of the study was to assess the level of awarerfeBsiman Rights education amongst
high school teachers of rural areas and of urbaasarShe has found that significant
difference exist in the level of awareness of HurRaghts education amongst teachers
from rural areas and student from urban areas.

Rena (2007) stated in his study that there was teetiange the educational pattern in
India. The study revealed that children dropped smiiools to assist in household and
agricultural activities. The study also recommendleat budgetary allocation should
increase so as to encourage the primary educadiaicipation and provide some form of
financial assistance to the students .

Yadav, Parmanand (2007) in his article titled ursaédeclaration of Human Rights and
its impact on Indian constitution mentioned thasteynatized organized and awakened
social mind can be developed only through the rigipie of education appropriate

awareness can be created to make life and itsa@magnt creative , constructive and
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progressive . In order to bring such a state ofdnand fostering of scientific attitude
among individuals for the growth and the developimeh Human Rights values is
essential.

Singh, Krishan (2008) carried out a study on tHati@nship between communality and

constitutional values among the students of higiementary schools. The objective of
the research was to study the development of ¢ohetial values among higher

elementary students and factors affecting it . ddeclusion of the study was that there is
inverse relationship between communality and canginal values of higher secondary
students.

Kaur Sarabjit (2008) conducted a study of politiemlareness among urban and rural
students of secondary stage. The objective of thdyswas to find out the level of
political awareness among male and female stud&hesmain findings of her study was
that there is more political awareness among ntakests then the female students. The
study also revealed that the student from the ugrsaas have more political awareness
them the students from the rural areas.

Srivastava, Asheesh (2008) in his article titledrcerns of child Right’mentioned that
Human Rights are essential for full human develagméVithout the compulsion of law
and fair administration of justice, Human Right taare not more than a piece of written
paper. Laws alone can not guarantee Human Rightsledent standard of living,
adequate nutrition, health care, education, dewent and protection against calamities
are needed to be provided. Therefore the need eofhthur is to build a culture of
awareness about Rights.

Soal,Ruhi (2010) found that there was a major gnobin the development of India is
primary education, who revealed that there is areeintroduce reforms in primary
education and hence to increase budgetary amouwgit for primary education.
Government to carry out evaluation of Rights tainiation Act:

New Delhi two years after it come into force, thevgrnment has decided to conduct a
detailed evaluation of the Rights to InformationT(R Act. Which, it says, has won
“immense”public response.

A review of literature related to present studyigatled that most of the studies have been
conducted to the political awareness among theestis and teachers. But as far as study
of awareness of Right to Information is concernedry little work has been done . This
act has been recently implemented. So, the in\astidelt that there was an urgent need
to check the awareness level of elementary schtedsher regarding Rights to
Information Act. Hence , the investigator under kogresent study to explore the
awareness of Right to Information Act among elemsnschools teachers.

OBJECTIVESOF THE STUDY

» To study the awareness of right to information2@®5 among elementary school
teachers.

* To compare government and private elementary scteaahers regarding their
awareness above right to information act-2005.
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* To compare the level of awareness of rural andrugb@mentary school teachers
regarding their awareness about right to infornma#iot-2005.

* To study whether male and female elementary schemthers differ in their
awareness regarding right to information act-2005.

HYPOTHESES

* More than 60% of elementary school teachers areeanfaright to information
act-2005.

* Government and private elementary school teacheraad differ significantly
regarding their awareness about right to infornmagéiot-2005.

* Rural and urban elementary school teachers doiffet dignificantly regarding
their awareness about right to information act-2005

* Male and female elementary school teachers diffgrifecantly with respect to
their awareness about right to information act-2005

DESIGN OF THE STUDY

The present study falls under the domain of sumeylescriptive type research as it
intends to study the Awareness of Right to InfororatAct among elementary school
teachers

SAMPLING
Purposive sampling technique was used for the ts@hecf data.
TOOL USED

A tool in shape of a self-prepared questionnairs wsed to assess the awareness of
Right to Information Act among elementary schoalteers.

DATA COLLECTION

A sample of 200 elementary school teachers of gowent and private school was
involved in the present study.

STATISTICAL TECHNIQUESUSED

1. Descriptive gtatistics.
Mean and standard deviation were used to analyzddta.

2. Inferential statistics
‘t’ test was applied to compare the results obthiteough descriptive statistics.

3. Graphic statistics
Bar graphs were plotted to have aopiat view of the data

ANALYSISAND INTERPRETATION OF RESULTS
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Collection of data presents merely a stock of factess it is analyzed and interpreted
properly. When different techniques of analysigplied to these facts, these begin to
speak what the investigator wants to draw out eké¢h The analysis of the complex
factors into the simple ones and their interpretafulfill the desired purpose and
objectives.

HYPOTHESIS-I

Government and private elementary school teachers do not differ significantly
regarding their awar eness about right to information act-2005.

In order to test the hypothesis-1, data was obdawi¢h the help of questionnaire and
scores were entered in the tables. Mean and starddasiation were calculated. The
hypothesis was examined by applying ‘t’ test. Tésutts of analysis are being shown in
tablel.

Tablel

SHOWING t-VALUE, MEAN AND STANDARD DEVIATION OF SCORES
OBTAINED BY GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE TEACHERS ON AWARENESS
SCALE FOR RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT-2005 ( N=100)

Variable N M ean SD
Government 100 7.25 5.99
Private 100 6.95 451
t I nter pretation
0.41 Not significant at
0.05and 0.01 levd

Hence Hypothesis | “ Govt. and private elementachosl teachers do not differ
significantly regarding their awareness for rightriformation act” is not rejected.

Table 1 reveals that the value of ‘t" is 0.41 whishnot significant at 0.5 level of
significance. However , mean scores of govt. elgéargrschool teachers is 7.25 which is
more as compared to the mean scores 6.95 of tesaghprivate elementary schools. This
implies that teachers of govt. elementary schooés raore aware regarding right to
information act as compared to private elementatyosl teachers. Thus awareness
scores may be due to the fact that newspaper, ifitenet, magazines etc are easily
available at work place as well as at home. Soloypothesis stands accepted.
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HYPOTHESIS-II

Rural and Urban eementary school teachers do not differ significantly regarding
their awar eness about right to infor mation act-2005.

Mean and standard deviation were calculated. Tipethesis was examined by applying
‘t’ test. The results of analysis are being showtable 2

TABLE 2

t- VALUE MEAN STANDARD DEVIATION OF SCORESOBTAINED BY
RURAL AND URBAN TEACHERSON AWARENESS SCALE FOR RIGHT
TO INFORMATION ACT-2005 ( N=100)

Variable N Mean SD
Urban 100 8.43 5.09
Rural 100 7.25 425

t I nterpretation
1.78 Not significant at
0.05and 0.01 levd

Hence Hypothesis Il “ Rural and Urban elementahostteachers do not differ
significantly

regarding their awareness for right to informatéaty’ is not rejected.

Table 2 reveals that the value of ‘t' is 1.78 whishnot significant at 0.5 level of
significance. However , mean scores of Urban eléangrschool teachers is 8.43 which
is more as compared to the mean scores 7.25 diidesaof Rural elementary schools.
This implies that teachers of urban elementary gishare more aware regarding right to
information act as compared to rural elementahostteachers. In urban areas, more
facilities such as computer, internet, magazinesrnals etc are easily available .
Moreover they have access to well equipped libsari2ue to top competition among
teachers, they have to keep their knowledge umte. ®n the other hand rural teachers
have less access to such facilities. So they a® dgvare from above discussion our
hypothesis stands accepted.

HYPOTHESIS-III

Male and Female elementary school teachers differ significantly regarding their
awar eness about right to infor mation act-2005.
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In order to test the hypothesis-1, data was obtawmién the help of questionnaire. Mean
and standard deviation were calculated. The hypahgas examined by applying ‘t’
test. The results of analysis are being shownhleta.

Table3

SHOWING t-VALUE, MEAN AND STANDARD DEVIATION OF SCORES
OBTAINED BY MALE AND FEMALE TEACHERS ON AWARENESS SCALE
FOR RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT-2005 ( N=100)

Variable N Mean SD
Male 100 8.45 5.25
Female 100 7.15 4.88
t I nterpretation
0.02 Not significant at
0.05 and 0.01 level

Hence Hypothesis Il “ Male. and Female elementsefiool teachers do not differ

significantly regarding their awareness for rightiiformation act” is not rejected.Table
3 reveals that the value of ‘t’ is 0.02 which ig s@nificant at 0.5 level of significance.

However , mean scores of Male elementary schoa@htga is 8.45 which is more as
compared to the mean scores 7.15 of teachers dadlEatementary schools. This implies
that male teachers of elementary schools are awage regarding right to information

act as compared to Female elementary school teacklkale teachers are active and
intensive reader of newspaper, magazines and ge¢ timoe to listen news etc. They
have much knowledge about the latest informatiothenother hand female elementary
school teachers due to responsibilities of famihg ather work do not have time to

explore the latest information. So they are lesarawfrom above discussion our
hypothesis stands not rejected .

EDUCATIONAL IMPLICATIONS:

In term of scope as defined for the study and @urtblarified through subsequent
consultant monitoring committee meeting include@ Bxperience of the state to cover
aspects related to constraints, institutional,astiructural and information faced by the
information providers in responding to results. Téeperience included constraints
relating to accessing the information providerse Hosts of obtaining information and
responsiveness of the information.It was necessargscertain the problem faced in
identifying and seeking relevant information by tbedinary citizen. It was also

necessary to focus on the problem faced by theldisdaged groups in particular.
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The Scope of work entailed the following specific tasks

1. Analysis and categorization of information soughtler Right to information act.

2. Design of a robust methodology to study the statea sample basis for studying
in detail for a clear understanding on the impletaton related experience.

3. Preparation of a state-wise ‘ State of Right tainfation act implementation
matrix’ for the selected states indicating the cbamge with the key expectations
of the act.

4. Study of selected experiences, in detail so addntify successful initiations and
failure in the delivery system.

5. Analysis of the data on experiences of the pragidamd seekers of information
for identification of generic problems.

6. Sharing the findings/analysis with the various stakder workshop preparation
of the report with specific recommendation on theuciural, institutional,
“processual”, infrastructural and technological @edple related changes.

7. Preparation of a detailed action/capacity buildpign at the central and state
government level. As per the right to informatiant af 2005, only Rs. 10/- fee is
required to seek information from any public auityprbut various government
officials have complained of the huge cost theyehtoy bear to divert resources
and effort to answer right to information plans.

8. To assess the type of information sought and issdication into “personal
information”, sought by employers, procurement temainformation sought
without any apparent objective/purpose” and geniefafmation sought without
specificity across section.

9. The study of trends in filling of right to informah application or appeals across
country. The government also wants an institutionrganization to study the use
of right to information act by different type of @gants. In case where applicant
type is identificable from the application.”

10.To determine the level of satisfaction among thepte with the functioning of
the act and the experience of public authoritiegif&¢rent levels in dealing with
right to information applications and appeals tbheuinent has mentioned.

ROLE OF GOVERNMENT

Section 26: the act enjoins the central governnasnalso the state government of the
union of India.

» Develop educational programmers for the public esfly disadvantaged
communities on RTI.

» Encourage public authorities to participate in tleeelopment and organizations
of such programmers.

» Train officers and develop training programmers

» Compile and disseminate a user guide for the puhlithe respective official
language.

» Public names, designation, postal address and ctoégails of PIO’s and other
information. Such as notice regarding fees to bé, pamedies available in law if
request is rejected.
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