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Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam the name needs no introduction. A great scientist, a great teacher, 

a creative genius, a great humanist, a man of vision, a man of mission, an idealist, an 

original thinker, an eminent author and then the role of Executive Head of India are few 

outlines of this personality. The present paper has tried to focus on the socialistic 

thoughts of Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam.  In honor of the scientist and former President, the 

southeast Indian state government of Tamil Nadu created a “Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam 

Award, which recognizes exceptional individuals who promote the sciences, students and 

humanities. Kalam defined some basics requirement which helped to develop the nation 

with harmonious and healthful social environment those are secularism, enlightened 

people, righteousness, energetic youth. He imagined a nation which was disease free, 

wealthy, high productivity, harmonious living and strong defense. In this paper apart 

from his scientific and educational thoughts his social thoughts were also mentioned as a 

landmark in the society. He tried to give India a society which survive and thrive as a 

secular democracy 
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Introduction 

 

India is identified by its diversities and specifications. In geographical diversities, where 

on the one hand, is great Himalayas, on the other hand is the Cape Comorian. Where one 

side Ganga is flowing, other side is a big desert Thar is present. Where one side is 

plateau, other side is a big plane ground. Here we also find multi- sided diversities in 

citizens like languages, religions, castes, colours, sex, customs, cultures, clothing etc. 

after all we are all Indians i.e., Unity in Diversity. It is one of the most beautiful countries 

in the world. Really we can’t imagine what a beautiful and peaceful country is India. The 

mother India has given birth to so many great heroes / sparkling personalities like M.K. 

Gandhi, Swami Vivekananda, Sri Aurobinda, Rabindranath Tagore, Iswar Chandra 

Vidyasagar, Radhakrishnan and APJ Abdul Kalam so on. These great personalities have 

scaled soaring heights through their inimitable and worldwide achievements and have 

influenced many generations with their noble thoughts, ideals and actions. They 

dedicated their lives for the sake of the country.  

 Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam is one of them. From a small boy growing up in Rameswaram, to 

becoming the country`s eleventh President. A P J Abdul Kalam`s life has been tale of 

extraordinary determination, courage, perseverance and the desire to excel. Rameswaram 

is famous as a spiritual place, now is also known as a place of science and technology. 

Due to grow up in spiritual place , Kalam’s thoughts effected from his father 

Jainulabdeen, who was the Imam of the Masque, father’s friends Pakshi Lakshmana 

Abstract 



Online International Interdisciplinary Research Journal, {Bi-Monthly}, ISSN 2249-9598, Volume-VI, Issue-III, May-June 2016 Issue 

 w w w . o i i r j . o r g                      I S S N  2 2 4 9 - 9 5 9 8  Page 185 

Sastry, who was the priest of the Ramanathanaswamy temple and Father Bodal, the priest 

of the lone church. He learnt from these three person were concerned about the need of 

harmony and peace in Rameswaram. His thoughts also effected from Bhagawat Gita, 

Kuran, Bible and Vedas. He was a true patriot, who believed in all religions, he served 

India as a defense scientist, as a space scientist, as a President, as a teacher and as a writer 

till seven decades. Kalam spend his whole life to transform India in developed country by 

motivation of youths and students. He imagined important elements for a develop nation 

were disease free, wealth, high productivity, harmonious living and strong defense.  For 

achieving this aim he started a movement himself and met over the 16million Indian 

youths and students in the last two decades and awarded them from his thoughts.  

Apart from his scientific and educational thoughts his social thoughts were also standing 

as a landmark in the society. He tried to give India a society which survive and thrive as a 

secular democracy. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

  

The present paper is primarily based on secondary sources like the Books, Journals and 

Articles etc. The method used is historic-analytic method. 

 

OBJECTIVE 

 

• The objective of this paper is to analyze the socialistic thoughts of A P J Abdul Kalam. 

His basic conception of society and peoples who live in it. 

 

NEEDS OF SOCIETY 

 

A P J Abdul Kalam shared his dream of India with prosperity, harmony and strength. He 

told that Indian civilization heritage was built on universal spirit.  India always stood for 

friendship and extends warm hands to the whole world. Our nation is endowed with 

natural resources, vibrant people and traditional value system. In spite of these resources, 

a number of our people were below the poverty line, undernourished and lack primary 

education itself. His dream was to empower the nation to the poverty free, healthy and 

literate citizen. He told that a developed nation needed to have the characteristic which 

inspired with Trirukkural composed over 2000 year ago. 

                Pini inmai Selvam Vilaivinbam Emam 

                Aniyenba Nattirkiv Vainthu. 

 

That is “the important elements that constitute a nation are, being disease free, wealth, 

high productivity, harmonious, living and strong defense. 

He needed a movement in the country for transforming India in to a developed nation. 

For this requirement to ignite the minds of the people, we cannot emerge as a developed 

nation if we do not learn to transact with speed. 

  Kalam defined some basics requirement which helped to develop the nation with 

harmonious and healthful social environment those are secularism, enlightened people, 

righteousness, energetic youth. 
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 SECULARISM THOUGHTS 

 

His secularism thoughts developed from his childhood, which was fully effected from 

social environment. His father was the Imam of the Masque and he was fully devoted in 

his religion. He prayed five times in a day. But he had friends who were priest of the 

temple and church. He inspired by his father. He was always a believer in science, but the 

spiritual atmosphere of his youth has stayed with him. He well understood different 

points of view, particularly about God. He had read and assimilated the knowledge 

contained in different religious text from the Quran to the Geeta to the holy Bible. He 

said that our great strength were pluralistic tradition and civilization heritage of nearly 

3000 years. 

 He had always been asking himself what the strength of heritage was. A unique fusion 

had taken place with multiple cultures, religions and the way of life of many parts of 

world and that had become the foundation of the Indian life. He advised to the Indians for 

maintaining the secularism with the unity of minds of our people. He told that India got 

freedom when all people thought only for freedom and unity of purpose in action. After 

met a number spiritual leaders of all religions, he said, unity of minds and hearts of our 

people would happen and we would see the golden age of our country very soon. 

 Kalam want to spread the massage, which he got from Towang Monastary , Arunachal 

Pradesh, that was; when we remove “I” and “Me” from our mind, we would eliminated 

ego, if we eliminated ego, hatred towards fellow human being vanished, if the hatred 

went out our mind, violence would not spring from human mind and then peace and 

peace would blossom. 

 

AN ENLIGHTENED HUMAN BEING 

 

Dr. Kalam knew the importance of enlightened human being for a good society. 

Enlightened people understand their responsibilities for society. He visualized many of 

our problems could be solved if the planet earth has Enlightened human beings. 

Enlightened human being will be a synthesized personality with value system and 

spirituality. He described the value of empowerment and creation of enlightened human 

being  that- 

“When a child is empowered by the parents at various phases of growth, the child gets 

transformed into a responsible citizen. When a teacher is empowered with knowledge and 

experience, a good young human being with value system emerge. When a individual or 

a team is empowered with technology, transformation to higher potential for achievement 

is assured. When the leader of any institutions are empowered his or her people, leaders 

are born who can change the nation in multiple areas. When women are empowered, 

society with stability get assured. When the political leaders of the nation empower the 

people through visionary policies, the prosperity of the nation is certain.  When religions 

are empowered and become spiritual force, peace and happiness will blossom in people’s 

hearts. Such an empowered stage would lead to creation of enlightened human being 

would have to include education with value system, religions graduating into spirituality 

and visionary policies for global prosperity”.  

He believed, an enlightened human being could be evolved when all these three elements 

were properly combined as a long term dedicated solution for nation. 
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RIGHTEOUSNESS IN CITIZEN 

 

An important content is required in the people of a society, which is Righteousness. Dr. 

Kalam told that righteousness was imbibed in their culture and was the part of their 

cultural strength. Righteousness gave them nobility. One of the greatest indicators of the 

nobility of their soul is to be just even in the midst of many trails and tribulations. This is 

what makes a man carry on his business without any greed and feel proud of his ability to 

be use the society. In a society he had to build righteousness among all its constituents. 

For the society as a whole to be righteous they needed creation of righteousness in 

family, righteousness in education, righteousness in business and industry, righteousness 

in civil administration, righteousness in politics, righteousness in government, 

righteousness in law and order, righteousness in justice. In addition to righteousness in 

multiple dimensions in the society, indomitable spirit is essential for realizing the vision 

of develop nation. He sang 

                           Where there is righteousness in the heart, 

                         There is beauty in character. 

                           Where there is beauty in character, 

                         There is harmony in the home. 

                           Where there is harmony in the home, 

                          There is an order in the nation. 

                             Where there is an order in the nation, 

                           There is peace in the world.   

He described that Righteousness comes out of good character. The evolution of good 

character leads to harmony in the home. Harmony in the home brings the people of the 

state to become enlightened citizen. Enlightened citizens lead the planet earth to be a 

peaceful World.  

 

HOPE FROM YOUNGSTERS 

 

Dr. Kalm considered that youngsters were the most important estates of his country. 

According to him, youngsters of the country should be equipped with such weapons like 

knowledge, technology and love of the nations. As a result there would be developed 

brotherhood along with peace in the society.  He administered a song of the youth of 

nation.  

As a young citizen of India, 

Armed with technology, knowledge and love for my nation, I realize, small aim is a 

crime. 

I will work and sweat for a great vision, 

the vision of transforming India into a developed nation powered by economic strength 

with value system. 

I am one of citizens of the billion, 

Only the vision will ignite the billion souls. 

It has entered in to me,  

The ignited soul compared to any resource 

Is the most powerful resource 

on the earth, above the earth and under the earth. 
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I will keep the lamp of the knowledge burning 

To achieve the vision- Developed India  

  

ENRICHING THE VILLAGE LIFE- 

Dr. Kalam visited many rural areas of many states of India and found that villagers 

caught in many bad practices. They earned money in very hard condition but wasted it 

undesirable practices like alcoholism and other addictions.  They could deploy their 

income for education of children and environmental improvements including their 

habitat. He found in many states of India, ratio of male and female was not proportionate. 

For removing bad practices and enriching the village life he emphasized the villagers to 

follow these things- 

1. Children are our precious wealth. 

2. We will give equal importance male and female children in providing education and 

rights for growth of our society. 

3. Earnings come out of hard work, we will not waste it in gambling and liquor. We will 

become the role models for our children. 

4. We need to tell our children about the importance of education as learning gives 

knowledge and knowledge makes the children succeed. 

5. We need to jointly protect our forest and prevent pollution. 

 

CONCLUSION  

 

Dr. Kalam wanted such type of society where every human being had a right to live with 

dignity, had a right to aspire for distinction. Peoples of the society should respect and 

protect each other’s freedom. Constitution and law and order of the society should give 

the opportunities for leading a life with respect everyone. In a question of ‘’when will we 

become prosperous, free from poverty and fear to terrorist attack” resulting into a poetic 

verse- 

“Oh Almighty, create thoughts and actions in the minds of the people of my nation, so 

that they live united. 

Light the minds of the religious leaders of my country to evolve a bridge among religions 

with compassion and love. 

Embed the thoughts ‘Nation is bigger than the individual or party’ in the minds of the 

leaders. 

May God, bless my people to work and transform the country in to a prosperous nation in 

decade.”   

 Dr. Kalam had such personality who reflected the India’s image. He was a secular 

person and wanted to spread the peace in whole world. He gave massage in few lines 

                When guns are silent, 

                Flowers blossom on the earth,  

                Fragrance engulfs good souls, 

               Who create beautiful silence, 

               India will always be grateful to the successful peacemakers. 
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