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The paper deals with the changing educational status of scheduled caste women in village 

Rajwal. Rajwal is a small village located in tehsil Jourian of Jammu district. It is situated 

45 Km towards west from district head quarters Jammu and 17 Km distant from Akhnoor 

town. The main source of  livelihood of the inhabitants is agriculture. The educational 

standard of the scheduled caste women was relativelty low (2001 Census). Caste plays a 

dominate role in our Indian society and leads to the inequality among the human beings on 

the bases of social, educational and economic aspects of the community under study. 

Inequality leads to discrimination in all walks of life. It has been observed that the position 

of the scheduled caste women in caste hierarchy is low and more exploitative. 

The objective of this paper is to study the changing educational status of schedule caste 

women in village Rajwal of Jammu district. The objective of this research is to examine 

how educational status has impacted socio-cultural and economic standard of the section 

under study.  This paper is embarked upon the exploration of factors responsible for the 

rate of illiteracy among the scheduled caste women and to examine the equality of 

opportunity for men and women.  

Procedure of the study:- the study is based on exploratory design that includes the review 

of relevant literature and survey of experienced people as well as analysis of insight 

stimulating cases. Secondary data from the administrative records has been used. In all, 20 

respondents constituting sample of the study has been interviewed. The data has been 

analyzed and interpreted on the bases of item analysis method and chi-square method. 

Conclusion has been drawn with certain observations that the low illiteracy rate of  

scheduled caste women of village Rajwal of Jammu district is due to the unhealthy 

socio-cultural set up, low-economic back ground, orthodoxical, mythical and superstitious 

beliefs  of the community.  

KEYWORDS: Caste hierarchy, Discrimination, Dominant, Impact, Political rights, 

Rajwal. 

INTRODUCTION : 

Society is collection of different categories of people. Each category is based 

on different economic background. Caste decides largely the position that a man 

occupies in society. One’s status is recognized mainly through one’s caste or class. 

Caste system is the distinctive feature of Indian society, it not only reflects in social 

life of Indian people but the economic and political behaviors of people are also 

governed by the caste system. Caste is the identity of a person in Hindu society. In 

ancient India, society was organized so that each specialized job was performed by 

Abstract 



Online International Interdisciplinary Research Journal, {Bi-Monthly}, ISSN 2249-9598, Volume-VI, Issue-III, May-June 2016 Issue 

     w w w . o i i r j . o r g           I S S N  2 2 4 9 - 9 5 9 8  Page 150 

a specific group, or caste. According to the chaturvarna doctrine, there are 4 

sub–division of castes in society:- Brahmins, Kshytriyas, Vaishyas and Shudras. 

But the fifth category of castes is untouchables i.e scheduled caste. During the 

Vedic period, they were known as Chandalas’ and they were considered to be 

untouchables. The terms “untouchables castes” was made use of for the first time 

by the simon commission.(1928). Under the government of India Act of 1935, the 

untouchables are designated as scheduled castes. But mahatma Gandhiji addressed 

them as Harijan, the people of the god.  

Scheduled caste: 

Scheduled caste are those untouchables castes which are subject to some 

disabilities in every walks of life- social, religious, educational, economic and 

political. The scheduled caste is an integral part of the village life. Even today, they 

continue to render some menial services to the other caste people. Most of them 

live below the poverty line. There is no district or taluk in India where the 

scheduled caste people are not found. They are economically backward, socially 

depressed and educationally neglected section of Indian population. The scheduled 

castes occupy bottom most rung of the social ladder. They form a major part of the 

backward or depressed classes. They are generally regarded as the untouchables 

and popularly known as “Harijans”. Scheduled Castes constituted about 22% of the 

total population of Jammu.  

Scheduled caste women:-   

It has been observed that the position of the scheduled caste women in caste 

hierarchy is low and more exploitative. Due to the colonial impact, modern 

education, scientific temperament, and the constitutional provisions have given the 

new dimensions to social mobility. The universal adult franchise (one man one 

vote) has made it a compulsion for every ruling government to ensure the 

upliftment of weaker sections. In Indian social framework, the women has been 

thrust upon much more disabilities some due to biological reasons other due to 

dominance of male in society. Due to these factors the status of women is much 

lower than that of a man. Scheduled caste women are facing the challenges of 

disabilities of being scheduled caste on one side and being the women on other 

side.  

Even today, in modern times, we see the severe oppression and exploitation of 

Scheduled caste women. Though Indian Constitution provides equality to all 

citizens irrespective of caste, creed, region and gender and also directs the State to 

take various measures to remove the different forms of discrimination and 

inequality, still the problem persists. Scheduled caste women in India suffer 

three-fold oppressions first on account of gender because of existing patriarchy, 

second on account of their caste the untouchable and third on account of their class 

- as they hail from the poorest and most marginalized communities.  
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The total population of village Rajwal is 1150 which comprises of 608 males and 

542 females. The total scheduled caste population of village Rajwal is 760 which 

comprises of 405 males and 355 females which include barwala, megh, chamar 

communities. As per the practice of the village under study, lowest castes are 

normally referred to by particular caste names, such as Barwala, Megh and 

Chamar. Average sex ratio of village Rajwal is 891 higher than Jammu and 

Kashmir state of 889 and child sex ratio is 582 lower than Jammu and Kashmir 

average of 869 according to 2011 census.  

METHODOLOGY/TECHNIQUES OF DATA COLLECTION   

Looking at the nature of the topic, quantitative methods of data collection has been 

employed. Among the different quantitative methods, interview schedule and 

observation method are most appropriate tool to collect data.  A sample of 20 

respondents is selected randomly by using stratified random method of Rajwal 

village of Jammu district.  

SOURCE OF DATA 

For the present study subjects were selected from village Rajwal of Jammu 

districts. 

SELECTION OF SUBJECTS 

20 subjects (Sc women) would be taken for the study of village Rajwal. 

SAMPLING METHOD 

The subjects were selected by available stratified random sampling. 

EQUIPMENT USED FOR COLLECTION OF DATA 

The self design questionnaire was used for the collection of data. 

ADMINISTRATION OF QUESTIONNAIRE 

Before the collection of data, the administration of questionnaire is very 

important. In an administration of any kind of test (questionnaire), three things are 

very much effective to be taken into consideration. 

1. What is to be done before the application of any kind of test. 

2. What is done during the application of any kind of test.  

3. What things are to keep into the mind before the fulfillment of any kind of test. 

So first of all the researcher made self made questionnaire consists of 20 questions 

by taking the help of my guide and experts. After the questionnaire is distributed 

among the schedule caste women on Rajwal village. In order to fulfill the 

questionnaire. Then the statistical analysis will be help of statistical technique a 

chi-square for testing hypothesis. 
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STATISTICAL ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA: 

AGE 

             Age of an individual determines attitudinal and behavioural changes 

towards social aspects; it is a definite and highly visible physiological factor which 

is not static but always changing. Age is a significant variable. Almost every 

society is stratified on the basis of age.                             

Table 1. 

Distribution of respondents according to their age. 

Age of Group (Years) No. of respondents Percentage % 

11-20 4 20 

21-30 5 25 

31-40 6 30 

41-50 3 15 

50-60 2 10 

Total 20 100 

      

The distribution of data reveals that majority of respondents ( 30%) are in the age 

group of  31- 40, while 25% of respondents fall in the age group of  21- 30, 20% 

of respondents fall in the age group 11- 20, 15% of respondents fall in the age 

group 41-50 and only 10% of the respondents fall in the age group of 50- 60 yrs. 

So, most of respondents are of working age.  

EDUCATION  

                           There are two opinions regarding the fact that education 

is third eye of man/woman. Education is important not only economic activity but 

it also enables a person to develop better understanding of him as well as society.  

Table 2.  

Distribution of respondents by their level of education.  

Education of respondents Number Percentage% 

Illiterate 2 10 

Primary 3 15 
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Middle 6 30 

Matriculation 5 25 

Above matriculation 4 20 

Total 20 100 

 

The data pertaining to educational level reveals that, majority of the respondents 

(30%) of the respondents have education middle (i.e. 8
th
)     followed by the 

respondents with matriculation (25%). further, 20% of respondents above 

matriculation (i.e. 12
th
, graduate and others) which is followed by (15%) of 

respondents who studied up to primary level. Only 10% of respondents are 

illiterate. 

INCOME 

                     To understand the socio-economic status of any group, the 

level of income is very essential because income is the most decisive factor in the 

defining one’s status in society. Income doesn’t provide prestige which caste does 

still, it determines the class.   

Table 3. 

Distribution of respondents according to their income. 

Income (in Rs.) per 

year 

No of respondents        

Percentage(%) 

Below 5000              2             10 

5000-9999             14             70 

10000-14999               3              15 

15000 and Above               1               5 

Total              20               100 

 

Data in this table regard shows that majority of the respondents (70%) have a 

yearly earning of Rs.5000-9,999. those who have a yearly income of more than 

Rs.10,000 but less than 14,999 constitute 15% of the total respondents. Further, the 

percentage of the respondents has yearly earnings below Rs.5000 is 10%. Only 5% 

of respondents earn above Rs.15,000 and above per year.      
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OCCUPATION: Occupation stands as one of the important criteria to analyze 

profile of the respondents under any study being conducted for the socio-economic 

analysis. 

Table 4.   

Distribution of the respondents according to their occupation.    

Occupation No. of  Respondents Percent (%) 

Agricultural Labourers 9 45 

Non agricultural Labrs. 6 30  

Private Service 4 20 

Govt. service 1 5 

Total 20 100 

 

Data reveals that the majority of the respondents (45%) are agricultural labourers, 

which is followed by 30% of respondents who are Non-agricultural labourers. 

Further, 20% of the respondents are in private  service and only 5% of the 

respondents enjoy the Govt. service. The main source of their livelihood is 

agriculture.    

CASTE  

                  Caste is a group which membership is based on the birth and it is 

an important variable to understand Indian social reality. Caste is one of the major 

determinants of one’s status in the society. One of the features of the caste system 

is the hierarchy of groups (Ghurye, 1969). 

Table 5.  

Distribution of respondents according to their caste. 

Caste No of respondents Percentage% 

Chamar                3         15 

Megh                7         35 

Barwala               10         50 

total               20        100 

 



Online International Interdisciplinary Research Journal, {Bi-Monthly}, ISSN 2249-9598, Volume-VI, Issue-III, May-June 2016 Issue 

     w w w . o i i r j . o r g           I S S N  2 2 4 9 - 9 5 9 8  Page 155 

Distribution of shows that majority (50%) of respondents are Barwala, followed by 

35% of respondents who are Megh. Whereas only 15% of respondents Chamar by 

their caste.  

MARITAL STATUS  

The discussion of the marital status of the respondents is exclusive of four 

categories:  1) married,    2) unmarried,    3) divorced,     4) widow   

Table 6. 

Distribution of the respondents according to their marital status. 

Marital Status No of the respondents Percentage% 

Married 12 60 

Unmarried 6 30 

Divorcee 1 5 

Widow 1 5 

total 20 100 

 

The data pertaining to the marital status reveals that the majority of the respondents 

are married (60%).Those who are unmarried, they constitute 30% of the total 

respondents. Only 5% of respondents are divorcee,   Likewise similar percentage 

of the respondents who are widow.   

Table 7. 

Discrimination between the male and female students to provide them 

educational facilities.  

Discrimination No. of respondents %age 

Yes 2 10 

No 12 60 

Sometimes 6 30 

Total 20 100 

Distribution of data shows that the majority of the respondents (60%) say that there 

is no discrimination, to provide the educational facilities to the girl students. But, 

some (30%) of the respondents say that discrimination is there due to some 

financial problems, social customs and rituals. 
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CONCLUSION     

In 2011census, literacy rate of village Rajwal was 73.76% compared to 67.16% of 

Jammu and Kashmir. In Rajwal, male literacy stands at 82.99% while female 

literacy rate was 63.91%.Among Chamars, high literacy rate is seen followed by 

the Megh where as Barwala’s women have the lowest percentage of literacy rate. 

Barwala community women are illiterate due to the unawareness of the 

community, low income, landlessness and poverty. There are three Govt. schools, 

one middle school and two primary schools in this village. The schools are situated 

in three different inhabits. The distance of middle school is half a kilometre from 

each primary school. Majority of respondents say that untouchability is not in 

practice in Rajwal village but few of them says that untouchability till in practice in 

social events.  
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