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Roy in Bengal so, Alur Venkatrao had been done the nation building activities in 
Karnataka. Venkatrao struggled in multifarious stratas for the unifying the land of 
Karnataka and the language of Kannada. Venkatrao participated from swadeshi to 
unification movements in Karnataka. Venkatrao summoned the writers conference and 
published many literary remarkable books. Established the national schools, built the 
journalism in Kannada and given an initiation to library movement. He established the 
Karnataka Sabha and Karnataka political parishad and so on. Venkatrao was worked as 
an all-round champion for the cause of creating Karnataka.  
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Introduction:  

The epoch makers are timely born for awaken the sleepy people.                They 
are still alive for their works even they had disappeared physically.  Kannadigas didn’t 
know their ancient glory regarding their kings, artists, literatures and their state might lies 
between Kavery to Godavari without prior efforts made by the born leader of Karnataka 
the one and only is Alur Venkatrao. In the beginning of the twentieth century the land of 
Kannada people could dispersed into many administrative divisions and regions, at that 
time of confluence, incarnation of Alur Venkatrao was a born for Kannadigas and the 
land of Karnataka. Venkatrao dreamt of to arise the Kannadatva by awaken the Kannada 
people. He put the gloriest past of their history and by which sung a song of unification of 
Karnataka with the struggle for India’s independence.  
Early Life:  

Venkatrao was born in 12 July, 1880 in Bijapur. Then his father Bhimrao was 
working as a taluka head in Bijapur. Alur has had an ancestral Zahagir to his grand father. 
Bhimrao, the father of Venkatrao and was an official in British government, he built the 
Laxmi Narayan temple in Hole Alur and repair the Anantashayana temple in Bijapur and 
also started a Sanskrit school in Navalagund. Bhimrao was a regular reader of Tilak’s 
Kesari. Venkatrao got such the rich cultural heritage from his father.  

Venkatrao completed his primary school in Navalgund and high school in 
Dharwad. He got marriage at the age of fifteen. After matriculation he studied Ramayana, 
Mahabharata, Mimamsa, ethics, Vedanta and other works in his father’s library in the 
house. Venkatrao went to Pune for college education and where joined the Fergusson 
College. The then the principal of that college was Gopal Krishna Gokhale. In the same 
time the Maharashtra was highly impressed and influenced by the writings and speeches 
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of Bal Gangadhar Tilak and he become the ideal person to Venkatrao.  At first time 
Venkatrao met Tilak in Simhagad. V. D. Savarkar, Senapati Bapat and other 
revolutionaries become the college mates in Fergusson College at Pune. Venkatrao 
completed his B. A. degree in 1903. Thereafter, Venkatrao joined for law in Bombay, and 
passed law exam in 1905.  He was started his profession of law in Dharwad.  
Venkatrao’s visits of Vijayanagar:  

Once Alur Venkatrao had to go for visit of his close associate and Karbhari of 
Principality of Anegondi – Sri Balakundi Ramarao. Anegondi was a part of Vijyanagar 
empire, on the left bank of Tungabhadra. When Venkatrao had seen the fallen capital 
Hampi, he got a divine experience, the statue of goddess Karnataka had been risen in the 
heart of Venkatrao. Many thought of tides were arose in the mind. He was enchanted to 
see the glorious ‘gopuram’ of Sri Virupaksha temple in Hampi. It was the home god of 
Vijayanagar kings.  The tomb of Sri Vidhyaranya given him the mystic experience. In 
sum the glory of Vijayanagar mounted in front of Venkatrao’s eyes. By which he was 
remind the past glory of Veerakannadigas. The visit of Vijayanagar made Venkatrao to 
bring out the books like Karnataka Veera Ratnagalu and Karnataka Gata Vaibhava, 
which are pulsating the hearts of Kannadigas.  
Alur Venkatrao and nation building activities:  

Venkatrao had been already started the practice of lawyership, he didn’t spend his 
time in that profession only. In 1905, Lord Curzon divided the Bengal province on the 
grounds of administrative convenience but behind the curtain its motto was to divide the 
rising unity of struggle against British by the Hindu – Muslim alike in Bengal. It took a 
severe turn as Vanga – Banga Chaluvali or swadeshi movement across India by the 
extremist congressmen under the leadership of Lal-Bal-Pal.  

On the part of Swadeshi movement the lawyers boycotted the British courts. 
Students gave up the school and colleges and participated in the movement. Given 
importance to indigenous goods and simultaneously bonfire the British made factory 
goods. On the part of national education the national schools were established.  

Then Venkatrao gave up the practice of lawyership and plunged into the swadeshi 
movement. Gave the speeches on rationale and nationalistic fervour to make ready for the 
national service by the youths of Karnataka. When the Karnataka was flit into above 
twenty geographical units and administered by various authorities.  
Venkatrao Alur and Karntaka Vidhyavardhak Sangh (KV S – 1890): 

In Dharwar, around 1890, there were three public organizations actively involved 
in welfare works, viz., Karnataka Vidhyavardhak Sangh, Shankaracharya Sanskrit 
Pathasala and Madhwa Siddhantottejaka Sabha. The students of poorer sections had been 
getting their free Sanskrit education in Pathasala. Founder of the pathasala was 
Gurunathrao Pathak of Maharashtra.  Pathak was also the chairman of Karnataka 
Vidhyavardhak Sangh (KVS-1890).  

KVS was founded by R. H. Deshpande in 1890.  But after a while, he was 
transferred to another village, KVS had to shut its doors for sometime. At that time of 
confluence advent of Alur was given a rebirth to the activities of KVS. Alur organized 
the literary discussions and discourses. The library of KVS well equipped with the 
appropriate book bank. Now KVS has been attracted the youths in bigger volumes.  
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The paper ‘Vagbhushana’ was a mouth piece of KVS.  Venkatrao worked as 
editor upto 1906. Then Alur was strongly propounded the rise and unification of New 
Karnataka in the editorial pages of ‘Vagbhushana’.  
Kannada writer’s conference – 1907 (KWC):  

To eradicate the differences in the Kannada language and writings, Alur 
Venkatrao summoned the Kannada writers conference in 1907, on the auspices of KVS in 
Dharwad. Its prime object to survive the Kannada language by the deep influences of 
Urdu in Hyderabad Karnataka, Marathi in Bombay Karnataka and Tamil and Telugu in 
the Madras presidential Karnataka.              The decision was passed in the conference 
that the Kannada writers of all regions must publish their works in the name of 
‘Karnataka Granthamale’.  

In 1908, the second KWC was held in Dharwad, whereby taken a decision to 
make efforts towards unity, uniformity and solidarity of the Kannada language. The 
continuous effort of Venkatrao, the third KWC               could be held at Bangalore in 
1965 by the whole hearted support of                    Sir. M. Vishweshwaraiah and Karpura 
Srinivasrao, it leads to establishment of the Kannada Sahitya Parishat (KSP), a great 
pride of Kannadigas, with the restless work of Alur Venkatrao.  
Karnataka Grantha Prasarak Mandala (KGPM) 1908: 

Venkatrao passed the proceedings in second KWC in 1907, to request the all 
Kannada writers to compose and translate the important books into Kannada. But the 
matter is about publication. By whom? And how? The task of publication is possible? 
Hence, Venkatrao established the KGPM in 1908, is a cooperative publishing house. 
Every writer must give rupees five as his share and take return, a wroth of three hundred 
pages book by the mandala. But later it has to be closed due to in support of the Kannada 
people.  
Venkatrao and national education:  

By casting the indigenous education to sow the seed of patriotism among youths 
was the top most aim of national education. For which Aurobindo Ghosh was given up 
the post of college principal and joined the national school in Bengal.  It was made in the 
mode of campaign as part of swadeshi movement in 1905 and aftermath.  In the similar 
way Alur Venkatrao gave up his practice of lawyership and started the ‘Nutana 
Vidyalaya’ a national school in 1909 at Dharwad.  

National schools were delivering the knowledge about small scale industries like 
match box, lead pencil, carpentry, sewing, weaving, printing and so on.  In the schools 
and they had the motto of self reliance and nationalism. But unfortunately the British 
government brought the ‘Pernicious Education Act’ in 1910.  It caused perishable and 
downfall of national schools in India.  
Venkatrao and journalism:  

Beginning of twentieth century was not a profitable job to run the journalism, due 
to lack of readers and advertisements. As and when the British government brought the 
vernacular press acts to curb the dominance of local language and papers. Alur Venkatrao 
highly influenced by the editorship of Balgangadhar Tilak and his paper ‘Kesari’. 
Venkatrao become the editor to series of papers like ‘Vagbhushana’, ‘Karnataka Vritta’, 
‘Karnataka Patra’, ‘Kannada Kesari’ and others as wish and spirit of Tilak that one who 
runs the paper it’s the work of nationalistic fervour. He, himself wrote the editorial to all 
these above papers as Venkatrao many times wrote the editorials to the papers of other 
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editors, which were published from Dharwad. Many papers were seized by the 
government for his aggressive thoughts in the articles.   

In 1920, it was the time of non-co-operation movement in India Alur Venkatrao 
gave up the profession of lawyer and run the papers ‘Rajahamsa’, ‘Karnataka Vritta’, 
‘Karmaveera’ and ‘Jayakarantaka’, with potential and energetic writings. Jayakarnataka 
got state level importance in popularity and broadcasting. It become a model Kannada 
monthly and produced many famous writers in Kannada.  
Karnataka Council of Historical Research (KCHR):  

Alur Venkatrao had seen the working condition of India Council of Historical 
Research (ICHR) in Poona. Even ICHR was the India Level Institution, but its work only 
confine to the state of Maharashtra. Alur asked Mr. Majumdar, the then Secretary of 
ICHR would you do anything research about Karnataka? But he answered no. Then Alur 
decided to establish KCHR on the lines of ICHR to undertake historical research in 
Karnataka, with the help of hundred rupees public fund. Venkatrao published his 
magnum opus work Karnataka Gatavaibhava from KCHR. It was only institution built by 
Alur is working till today.  
Library movement:  

In 1908, Tilak was imprisoned in mandale that was the time of null in Indian 
movements. When Alur was thinking about to give the political knowledge to the citizens 
of Dharwad, ‘Bharat Vachanalaya’ was established.  Also Venkatrao started ‘Karnataka 
Sabha’ in 1916. Sabha had the aim to extend the library service to even outskirt villages 
in north Karnataka. Alur as a secretary of sabha collected a letter of one lakh signatures 
demanding the unification of Karnataka.  

Alur dreamt for establishment of a council, which was a think tank and discuss 
the all round development of Karnataka. Hence, in 1920 Venkatrao organized the 
Karnataka Rajakeeya Parishat (KRP). Diwan A. P. Madhavrao become first chairperson 
of KRP. So, Venkatrao’s wholesome contributions towards Kannada and Kannadigas 
made him the chairperson of sixteenth Kannada Sahitya Sammelan held at Mysore.  

Alur Venkatrao was an ordent follower of Tilak. He was not believed in truth and 
non violence of Gandhi. So, in 1930 when Gandhi started the civil disobedience 
movement, Venkatrao resigned to the post of vice president of Karnataka Congress 
Sabha. British Government saw him suspiciously, that’s why made him house arrest at 
Kalghatagi.  
Ending days:  

Alur decided to spend his last days by studying the Geeta and spiritual thinking on 
Vedanta. Hence, Alur published five books on Geeta and eight books on Vedanta by his 
own Geeta Prakashana Samsthe during 1933 and 1960.  It was the only time Alur spent 
beyond thinking of Kannada and politics, because these days dominated by Gandhiji on 
political dias. He saw the 1947’s independence and 1956 unification of Karnataka, but 
still he was died unhappily with the name of new Mysore instead ‘Karnataka’, on 25 
February 1964. In 1973, November 1, his dream of Karnataka has been embodied.  
Estimate:  

Alur Venkatrao organized many institutions and organizations in all fields.  He 
was versatile leader of multi furious talent. He was organized sixth centenary celebration 
of Vijayanagar in 1936. He established many swadeshi factories, national schools, 
Kannada journals and literary organizations, political parishads, papers and periodicals, 
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sabhas and samitis across Karnataka. Many of them we can see even till today, its the 
only credit of Alur Venkatrao.  So, in this sense, Kannadigas rightly called him as “an 
high priest of Kannada race”.  
Suggestions:  

The government of Karnataka shall introduce an award and cash prize in the name 
of Alur Venkatrao, for them who are working for the Nadu-Nudi, language and literature 
of Kannada. Its better to introduce certificate course and study centre in the name of Alur 
Venkatrao in Dharwad University of Karnataka.  
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