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  The present research paper ventures to explore the struggle of underprivileged 
class for emancipation from the age-old slavery and exploitation. Lower class in India 
is forced to suffer, get marginal place or no place in history and culture. They are 
denied their socio-economic upliftment and forced to beg for food, sleep under 
concrete flyovers, defecting on the roadside, shivering in the cold. Illiteracy, 
zamindari system, rigid class discrimination, corrupt political system, economic 
disparity, unemployment contribute to the suffering of lower class. 

  Arvind Adiga ,Booker Prize Awardee, has successfully interpreted modern 
Indian ethos from the point of view of lower class in his debut novel ‘The White 
Tiger’. He has portrayed indomitable central character Balram Halwai who is the 
strong voice of marginal farmers, landless labourers, jobless youths, poor auto and 
taxi drivers, and servants. He is unlucky to born in  a teeming poor family and under 
the control of feudal lord Stork. For him, there is no straight or honest way to set 
himself free but to kill his own employee Ashok Sharma and emerge as a successful 
businessman. Adiga very successfully depicts the transformation from village 
simpleton to a successful entrepreneur. He has focused on changing mindset of 
underpriviliged class that is to adopt any way, moral or amoral, to set himself free 
from master-salve system. He has reastically depicted the suffering, poverty, 
inferiority of lower class and their struggle of emancipation from it. 
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struggle, emancipation, age-old slavery, exploitation, upper class, socio-economic 
upliftment. 

 
 Objectives of the Study:  
 
Objectives of the study are determined as follows:-  

1. To study the status of underprivileged people in India. 

2. To assess the basic problems of underprivileged people. 

3. To study the protagonist’s struggle for emancipation from age-old slavery.  

Methodology:  

          With a view to provide an objective empirical support to the present study both 
primary and secondary sources were used. The primary and secondary sources were 
collected and studied minuetely in order to explore the struggle of underprivileged 
class. The collected data was critically analysed, evaluated and interpreted. 

  

Abstract 
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          Life is full of twists and turns. Everyone has to struggle here in this world to 
overcome every obstacle in the way to success. Struggle is an essential urge, an inner 
force in all human beings. It has been the dominate theme in Indian English 
Literature. The present novel is also no exception. Arvind Adiga, a modern Indian 
English novelist and free-lance journalist, in his Man Booker Prize winner magnum 
opus ‘The White Tiger’ deals with the struggle of oppressed class to emancipate from 
age-old slavery and exploitation.  

        It is essential to understand class system in India in order to know the true 
picture of the society depicted in the novel. Class system is a social, economic system 
under which certain persons known as lower class are deprived of social and 
economic upliftment and compelled to perform labour or services. As far as class 
system is concerned Arvind Adiga is seen most powerful and wide-ranging in 
depicting lower class who are marked by lack and deprivation, loneliness and 
alienation, subjugation and subordination, the resignation and silence, the resilence 
and neglect. They are subordinated in terms of class, caste, age and gender. 
      Balram Halwai, the protagonist of the novel, is a typical voice of lower class 
metaphorically described as “Rooster Coop”¹ and struggling to emancipate from age-
old slavery and exploitation. He is the son of rickshaw puller who gets his name from 
his teacher as he is called Munna and his intelligence and wit earn him the title the 
White Tiger “the rarest of animals the creatures that comes along once in 
generation.”² His rise from a poor village boy to successful entrepreneur is not at all 
easy but hard-hitting struggle to emancipate from brutal class system. As a member of 
“India of Darkness”³ his struggle begins at very young age when his family borrows 
loan from village landlord known as Stork for the marriage of his cousin sister Reena. 
As a consequence all members of the family work for Stork and Balram is pulled out 
of the school and forced to crush coal and wipes tables at tea shop where he gets 
“better education” than “at any school” 4 of life and its grim realities. In this context it 
is to be noted that many children in India are not allowed to complete their schooling 
on account of poverty, caste and cultural conflict, superstitions, economic disparity, 
dowry practice and zamindari system.                             

          While working in tea shop, he nourishes a dream of escape from the socio-
economic confinement. He always thinks he is not made for all this. His rebellious 
spirit echoes the voice, “I was destined not to stay as slave.” 5 He is also inspired by 
father’s words, 

      “My whole life, I have been treated like a donkey. All I want is that one of my 
mines –at least one- should live like a man.” 6 

As a part of emancipation from this slavery Balram and his brother go in search of job 
from Laxamangarah, Gaya to India’s capital city, Delhi. Balram learns driving and 
manages to offer his service as chauffeur to Stork’s son Ashok Shrama and daughter 
in law Pinky Madam. Here in the city his re-education of life begins. He makes use of 
every opportunity to prove his honesty and love  in order to win favour of his master. 
His love and respect for Ashok and Pinky Madam can easily be understood by his 
own words, 

         “I would drive whenever they wanted, as faithfully as the servant God 
Hanuman carried about his master and mistress, Ram and Sita.” 7 
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As a reward of his honesty and love, he is compelled to confess the crime committed 
by Pinky Madam. From this it becomes obvious that drivers and servants are forced to 
confess the crime their masters have committed. In this concern Balram rightly says, 

      “The jails of Delhi are full of drivers who are there behind bars because they 
are taking the blame for their good, solid middle-class masters.”8 

It makes clear that servants are exploited, tortured and treated like animals. Moreover, 
the idea of master-servant system is deeply rooted in psyche of lower class. In this 
concern Adiga speaks in the words of Balram, 

           “Doesn’t the driver’s family protest? Far from it. They would actually go 
about bragging. Their boy Balram had taken the fall, gone to Tihar jail for his 
employer. He was loyal as dog. He was the perfect servant.” 9 

          Like parrot in cage, Balram is confined behind bars of class, caste, economic 
disparity, illiteracy, zamindar system and poverty. He compares his situation to the 
Rooster Coop: 

           “The  greatest thing to get out of this country in the ten thousand years of its 
history is the Rooster Coop. Go to old Delhi, behind the Jama Masjid, and look at the 
way they keep chickens there in the market. Hundreds of pale hens and brightly 
coloured roosters, stuffed tightly into wire-mesh cages, packed as tightly as worms in 
a belly, packing each other and shifting on each other, jostling just for breathing 
space; the whole cage giving off a horrible stench-the stench of terrified, feathered 
flesh. On the wooden desk above this coop sits a grinning young butcher, showing off 
the flesh and organs of a recently chopped- up chicken, still oleaginous with a coating 
of dark blood. The roosters in the coop smell the blood from above. They see the 
organs of their brothers lying around them. They know they’re next. Yet they do not 
rebel. They do not try to get out of the coop. The very same thing is done with human 
beings in this country.” 10 It makes clear that though underprivileged people are being 
treated brutally, they are not aware of that or if aware not dare to rebel against it. 
Adiga masterfully describes the city of Delhi and its influence on changing Balram’s 
psyche. In India’s capital, his vision broadens, he interacts with fellow drivers and 
reading second rate crime fiction stirs ideas in his brain. He longs to escape from the 
cage. He plots, plans and waits. In order to dismantle the discrimination between the 
“Big Bellies” and “Small Bellies” 11 and to emancipate from the age-old slavery and 
exploitation, Balram kills his grief stricken and gullible master Ashok Shrama and 
escapes with the red bag loaded with money and commences a new life in Banglore as 
entrepreneur running a taxi service to BPO’s. He finds no other way to success. 

     Arvind Adiga has graphically portrayed the struggle of underprivileged class 
for emancipation from social,economic and cultural restrictions imposed on them by 
dominant class. The protagonist Balram Halwai is the representative of the changing 
mental make-up of the India’s underprivileged class who is no longer content to spend 
their lives away in poverty but want opportunities, moral or immoral, to break away 
the age-old class hierarchy and to walk ahead in the race of life. His anger, protest, 
indulgence in criminal acts, drinking, seizing all opportunities indicate deep-rooted 
frustration and its reaction against the class system.    
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