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           Yashwantrao Chavan was one of the prominent leaders of independent India. He was 
known as the legendary leader. Yashawantrao Chavan was an active participant in the Indian 
independence struggle. Yashawantrao Chavan has a versatile personality that he was a great 
patriot, an astute politician, a perspective thinker, and a great writer also. He rendered a great 
service to Maharashtra as a freedom fighter, and as a Chief Minister of Maharashtra. He also 
served several times as a Cabinet Minister in the Central Government. He liberalized his views 
and vision for political development. He lived a long period in the politics but he didn’t make his 
own “ism”. He preserved true thoughts of nationalist, social welfare in his life. 
KEYWORDS: Yashwantrao Chavan, Congress Party, social reformation/revolution, political 
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This year i.e. 2012 is being celebrated Yashawantrao Chavan’s birth centenary in Maharashtra. 
So one of the aims of this paper is to dedicate Yashawantrao Chavan. This paper presents 
Yashawantrao Chavan’s Political and Social views for the development of the nation. Shri 
Yashwantrao Balwantrao Chavan was responsible for many development initiatives. The laws 
regarding Democratic Decentralised Bodies – Village Panchayats, Panchayat Samitis and Zilla 
Parishads as well as the Agricultural Land Ceilings Act were passed during his regime as Chief 
Minister. Yashwantrao Chavan was one of the prominent leaders of independent India. He was 
known as the legendary leader who was born in a peasant family on 12th March 1913 in the 
village of Devarashtre in Satara District now in Sangali District. As he lost his father in his early 
childhood he was brought by his uncle and his mother. His mother gave him valuable lessons in 
self-dependency and patriotism. He was fascinated by the freedom struggle of India. He got B. 
A. degree from Bombay University in 1939. He also involved in many social activities. He was 
closely associated with the Congress Party. He was influenced by great leaders like Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Sardar Patel, and Keshavrao Jedhe. He was the first Chief Minister of the State 
Maharashtra. It is his legendary personality that he was commonly known as ‘Chavan Saheb’. 
Yashwantrao Chavan was an active participant in the struggle for independence of India. In 
1930, he was fined for his participation in the Non-cooperation Movement led by Mahatma 
Gandhi. During this period he came in contact with Swami Ramanand Bharti, Dhulappa Navale, 
Gaurihar (Appasaheb) Sihasane & V.S. Page. Their friendship lasted forever. In 1932, he was 
sentenced to 18 months in prison for hoisting the Indian flag on 26 January 1932 in Satara. He 
was one of the delegates at the historic Bombay session of the A.I.C.C. He was an active 
delegate in Quit India Movement in 1942 and he was subsequently arrested for his participation 
in the movement. Yashwantrao was finally released from jail in 1944. 
           Yashawantrao Chavan has a versatile personality that he was a great patriot, an astute 
politician, a perspective thinker, and a great writer also. He rendered a great service to 
Maharashtra as a freedom fighter, and as a Chief Minister of Maharashtra. Apart from this, he 
also occupied the high positions such as a Defence Minister, Home Minister, Finance Minister, 
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Minister for External Affairs, and Deputy Prime Minister of India. It is his great work for India 
that he left as indelible mark on our contemporary public life. 
Yashwantrao Chavan's vision for Maharashtra for the development envisaged the equal 
development of both the industrial and agricultural sectors across all the regions of the state. He 
sought to realize this vision through the co-operative movement. Legislation regarding 
democratic decentralized bodies and the Agricultural Land Ceiling Act were passed during his 
regime as CM.(WEB) In 1946, Yashawantrao Chavan was first elected as MLA from the South 
Satara Constituency. Then he was appointed as parliamentary secretary to the Home Minister of 
Bombay State. He was also appointed Minister of Civil Supplies, Social Welfare and Forests in 
Morarji Desai government. In 1957, he was elected from Karad constituency and became Chief 
Minister of the Bilingual Bombay state. On 1st May 160, he became the first Chief Minister of 
Maharashtra. He made several speeches in the State Legislatures which are found in several 
debate volumes, on the other hand, his speeches made by him in Parliament are found in the 
Parliamentary debates volumes. According to V. G. Khobrekar, “Truly, one feels often that Shri 
Chavan would have been a highly successful diplomat with his refined manners and infinite 
charm.” (Khobrekar, 1989, xx)  
           Yashawantrao Chavan’s vision for Maharashtra for the development envied the equal 
development of both the industrial and agriculture sector across all the regions of the state. He 
sought to realize this vision through the co-operation movement. Legislation regarding 
democratic decentralized bodies and the Agriculture Land Ceiling Act were passed during his 
regime as the Chief Minister of Maharashtra.  
           Apart from being the first Chief Minister of Maharashtra, he also served several times as a 
Cabinet Minister in the Central Government. In the central Government of India, when he 
became the Defence Minister, it was time of wake of India-China Border Conflict in 1962. Padit 
Nehru called upon him from Maharashtra to take charge of Defence Minister. At that time he 
handled the delicate post-war situation firmly and took several decisions to empower the armed 
forces and negotiated, along with Pandit Nehru, with China to stop the war. He was the Defence 
Minister during the Indo-Pakistan war of September 1965.  Finance and External Affairs and 
later went on to become the Deputy Prime Minister of India. Yashawantrao Chavan elected 
unopposed as Member of Parliament from Nasik Constituency in 1966, at that time he was 
appointed Home Minister of India. Then in 1970, he was appointed as Finance Minister of India 
and then he was appointed the Foreign Affairs Minister in 1974. However, Yashawantrao 
Chavan faced critical conditions during his political period. He quit Congress and joined 
Congress(URS). He became Deputy Prime Minister of India in the Choudhary Charan Singh 
Government in1978. 
He lived a long period in the politics but he didn’t make his own “ism”. He preserved true 
thoughts of nationalist, social welfare in his life. He knew that an ordinary community of rural 
area was not participating in any movements. He tried to unite them but he didn’t succeed. He 
freed socially backward class from slaveryby passing Bombay Inferior Village Act in 1958 when 
he became the Chief Minister of Bombay State. When Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar converted his 
religion and adopted Buddha, so many people also adopted the same religion. However, the govt. 
dinied right to newly adopted Buddhies. Then Yashawantrao Chavan had given all rights and 
concessions. At that time, Maharashtra was the only state which awarded concessions and right 
to Neo-Buddhists.It was the first step to take right decision to change the community of 
Maharashtra by Yashawantrao Chavan. He wanted to change the caste systemfrom the society in 
village and to set up a new society which was established on the idea ofequality, liberty, and 
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fraternity. He opened doors of education to all the people. He started co-operative movement to 
give job opportunity to unemployedof the village so that rural people did not go towards urban 
industries for finding employee. He was really the architecture of Maharashtra who revolted for 
the foundation of stable society and powerful government which is ideal for the next generation. 
Yashawantrao Chavanliberalized his views and vision for political development. He was 
influenced by M. N. Roy, Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. He made revolution in the 
rural life for the social reformation. It was his idea that he decentralized the democracy in 
Maharashtra. He thought that people of Maharashtra should participate in active politics. 
Yashawantrao Chavan had structured fundamental Zilha Parishad and he awarded power and 
financial autonomous for the Authority. The credit goes to Yashawantrao Chavan for the 
emergence of new leader community though the Zilha Parishad and Panchayat Samiti in 
Maharashtra. So that the total faces of Maharashtra state was changed during his political period 
in Maharashtra.He says, “Politics is not merely for the enjoyment of power or constituting 
elections but it is the tool of social reformation. It is only the mission and object of public life 
thatthey should make social revolution. Through politics, people should make development and 
prosperousof the nation. (Patil, 2002, 51) Yashawantrao Chavan had given freeship to the 
students of economically backward class as a part of social reformation movement in 1959. So 
that students all ordinary families like farmers, Dalit, primitive society had started to go in the 
schools and colleges. He honoured the thoughts of Mahatma Phule, Rajrshi Shahu, Dr. 
Babasaheb Ambedakar, Mahrshi Shinde, Karmveer Bhaurao Patil as he was involved in active 
politics.He does care of the poor but does notcompromise with politics. He became the great by 
rich power of love through the poor family. And it was his mother who sowed the seeds of 
culture on his mind that he preserved the relationship of humanity in his whole life. 
Yashawantrao Chavan also shined in Central Government politics. His thoughts are very fruitful 
to take decisions on various issues like Defence, Home, Finance, and External Affairs Minister 
in Central Government. He had shown the diplomat, practical skill and an impression 
aboutinternational knowledge at national and international level when hewas appointed as 
External Affairs Minister in 1974. He wrote twobooks on “India’s Foreign Policy” and “Foreign 
Visits”. He delivered speeches in UNO about Global vision and the role of India. Hewrote letters 
to his wife on it which are guidelines to next generations. He made the politics on the roots of 
thoughts, morality, faith, loyalty, and reliance and sacrifice for the people, for the society, for the 
state, and for the nation. Why it is said that his death on 25th November 1984 was the loss of 
Modern History of Contemporary Maharashtra. Yashwantrao Balwantrao Chavan contribution 
towards democratic institution building and development processes in India`s socio-political life 
and to undertake activities and programs particularly for the elevation of the common man and 
promote his cherished ideals nurtured in the freedom struggle and thereby strengthens socio-
economic and political fibre of India.I salute this great legendary politician. 
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