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ABSTRACT  

Kiran Desai ,  the winner of  the prest igious Man Booker pr ize,  
2006, for her second novel  The Inheri tance of Loss. The 
Inheri tance of Loss can be viewed as a Diasporic novel .  The 
var ious themes which are intertwined in the novel  are ident i ty 
cr ises,  al ienat ion,  mul t i -cul tural ism, isolat ion and loss of ident i ty.  
The story is  centred on two main characters,  Bi ju and Sai .  Bi ju is  
an i l legal  immigrant  l iv ing in the Uni tes States.  He is the son of a 
cook working for Sai ’s grandfather.  Sai  is  a young gir l  l iv ing in  
mountainous Kal impong wi th her maternal  grandfather Jemubhai  
Patel ,  the cook and a female dog Mutt .  Desai  swi tches the 
narrat ion between both points of  v iew in the novel  set  in 1986 in 
the backdrop of the Gorkhaland Movement.  The present  paper 
analyzes the ident i ty becomes the core issues in any explorat ion of 
d iaspora,  especial l y d iasporic ident i ty that  is  composed of var ious 
factors and sub-factors.   

KEYWORDS:  Diaspora,  Al ienat ion,  Ident i ty cr ises,  mul t i -
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Kiran Desai ’s second novel  is  about the r igid class systems that  
ex ist  in India and abroad among Indians, and the struggles that  the 
people face wi th in these classes after colonial ism. The novel  
presents us wi th a three-way narrat ive spl i t ,  relating the stor ies of 
the s ix teen-year-old Sai ,  her  bi t ter grandfather and Bi ju,  thei r  
cook's son, who t r ies to make his way as an i l legal migrant  worker  
in New York.  

This narrat ive provides us wi th an interest ing vantage point  f rom 
which to v iew two very di f ferent  s ides of the same issue, as Bi ju 's  
negot iat ion of h is ident i ty as an i l legal  immigrant in a foreign ci ty 
is  contrasted wi th the more complex s i tuat ion of Sai and her 
grandfather who f ind themselves as strangers in their  homeland 
due to their  educat ion,  language and weal th.  On two opposi te ends 
of the globe, in two vast ly discrepant moderni ty,  these characters  
are at  odds wi th their  surroundings and effectual ly in s imi lar 
posi t ions of marginal i ty and strangeness. 

The theme of al ienat ion has been recurrent  in the Indian Engl ish 
f ict ion.  It  has become a major concern for post-modern wri ters and 
Kiran Desai ,  daughter of  Ani ta Desai  is  no except ion.  She has 
explored th is contemporary issue in  her second novel  The 
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Inheri tance of Loss for which she took eight  long years to  
complete.  The var ious themes which are intertwined in the novel  
The Inheri tance of Loss are global izat ion,  mul t icultural ism, 
insurgency, poverty,  isolat ion and issues related to loss of 
ident i ty.  The author  Kiran Desai  exposes powerful ly the i l l -ef fects 
of  global izat ion and l iberal izat ion which profess to create weal th 
and improve the qual i ty o f  l i fe;  but  in real i t y widen the gul f  
between the r ich and the poor.  She powerful l y del ineates how the 
sense of ‘ loss’  has started wi th Jemubhai  Patel ,  the Judge who 
vainly at tempts to become an Angl ic ized person and gets al ienated 
in the process in the colonial  per iod.  This loss has been inheri ted 
to the next  generat ions and epi tomized in Sai , the Judge’s  
granddaughter.  Her  ef forts to recuperate from the sense of 
root lessness by having a relat ion wi th Gyan, the Nepal i  are 
severely impeded by the pol i t ical  turmoi l  caused by Gorkhaland 
movement.  On the other hand, Desai  t r ies to capture what i t  means 
to l ive between East  and West and what i t  means to  be an 
immigrant  through the character of  Bi ju,  the Cook’s son.  

In  New York,  Bi ju f inds himsel f  cast  in a strange world,  a world  
where sympathy,  fel low feel ing and peaceful  co-ex istence does not  
seem to ex ist .  He spends his t ime changing jobs,  enduring 
deplorable condi t ions and t rying to dodge the immigrat ion 
author i t ies of  the Uni ted States.  As he is an i l legal  immigrant ,  he 
is forced to work for very low wages and experience extreme 
servi tude to his employers.  At  one point  of  t ime, fed up wi th the 
meanness of h is var ious employers,  he makes a pathet ic appeal  to 
his current  employer,  Harish -  Harry to sponsor him for a Green 
Card 

 Without us l iv ing l ike pigs,  said Bi ju,  what business do You 
have? This is how you make your money, paying us Nothing 
because of you know we can’t  do anything, Making us work day 
and night  because we are i l legal .  Why don’t  you sponsor us for 
our green cards? (188).  

Even though Bi ju is  desperate for a green card,  at  the core of h is 
heart ,  he is crying for India and i ts soothing famil iar i ty.  America 
has created a profound chasm in him. When Bi ju makes telephone 
cal ls  to his father in India,  h is imaginat ion v iv idly recreates the 
atmosphere of Kal impong where his father resides.  He can, “ feel  
the pulse of the forest ,  smel l  the humid ai r  ,  the green-black 
lushness;  he could imagine al l  i ts  d i f ferent  textures,  the plumage 
of banana, the stark spear of  the cactus,  the del icate gestures of 
ferns…” (230).  

Kiran Desai  successful ly descr ibes the Al ienat ion and the 
encounter o f  east  and the west  wi th the help of  a character Bi ju  
have been immigrated to west  in the hope of their  bet ter l i fe.  Bi ju  
the cook's son, struggles as an i l legal  immigrant  in America,  and 
the only character in the book who is unwanted in the country he 
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l ives in.  In  the whole journey for success, th is exploi ted,  poor,  
homeless character  struggles for h is ident i ty which makes him 
able to save himsel f  f rom being an inconsequent ial  character.  
Thus, the feel ing of being marginal ized compels them to come 
back to India.  Ki ran Desai  weaves a story fu l l  of  jux taposi t ion that 
is  both heart  breaking and ful l  of  hope.  
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