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African literature reflects two major influences i.e. traditional culture and colonial 
experiences. Specified by its context, it is closely linked to its soil and society. African 
writers, mainly in their writings explore colonial experiences and the process of 
neocolonization. They pictured the colonial state and the effects of colonization on their 
country. English is often the second language of these writers but they use rhythms and 
idioms from their own language which automatically draws our attention to the non-
English linguistic and cultural context of their work. AyiKweiArmah is a well-known 
West African writer wrote his first novel, The Beautyful Ones Are Not Yet Born in 1968. 
The present paper proposes the postcolonial reading of the novel, The Beautyful Ones Are 
Not Yet Born. Armah in this novel explored the postcolonial condition of the country, 
Ghana. Armah's The Beautyful Ones Are not Yet Born, is an allegorical story of the 
failure of an African ruling and social structure describes the life of an unnamed rail 
worker who is pressured by his family and fellow workers to accept bribes and involve 
himself in corrupt activities in order to provide his family with material goods. 
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AyiKweiArmah occupies a prominent place as West African fiction writer, essayist, critic 
and poet. As an essayist Armah has dealt with the identity and predicament of Africa. His 
main concern is for the creation of a Pan-African agency that will embrace all the diverse 
cultures and languages of the continent. Armah is greatly influenced by Martinican 
Psychiatrist-revolutionary, Frantz Fanon, in respect of the views on alienation and 
violence. Armah’s novels could be taken as a fictional statement on Fanon’s formulations 
about the psychological implications of colonialism, neo-colonialism and violence. 
AyiKweiArmah was born at Takoradi in 1939, a harbor city in Western Ghana.  
 
The Beautyful Ones Are Not Yet Born is his first novel describes the post independent 
situation in Ghana. The novel explores the major theme of corruption which is known as 
‘a national game’. The protagonist of the novel referred as ‘The Man’ in the whole novel 
is a railway clerk who is doing his job honestly and is always against of the corruption 
and all the malpractices take place in the society. The messenger at the work place of the 
man won something in the lottery but he is afraid to take his lottery prize because there is 
a chain of corrupt people. He told that he cannot get all the money of his lottery prize 
because many officers are going to eat it. Even he refuses to take help from the police 
because they are also involved in this game.  He commented on this situation as “And 
everybody says the Ghana lottery is more Ghanaian than Ghana.” (Armah 19) The theme 
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of corruption is elaborated with so many incidents as the honest people lost the war 
against the corruption. Even the man experiences the same practice at his work place. A 
timber contractor offered him some money for bringing his timber from the forest 
through the wagons but he refuses to take the money. After getting independence, both 
the president and the ministers are involved in the corruption so it is worse than earlier. 
Damodar Rao argues, “It is significant to note that the earlier critics and reviewers were 
very hostile to the novel and condemned it as an expression of despair and 
disillusionment. For them, the picture that the novel presents is that of a dark heaven, an 
unbearably pessimistic, an unabashedly pejoristic, or worse, in the context of Ghana, an 
uncalled for existentialist world. It is only fairly recently that the novel came to be 
viewed in a favourable light and the ‘beauty’ of the novel came to be appreciated” (Rao 
33). As the critics and reviewers observe the novel as an expression of despair and 
disillusionment, it is a reality of Ghanaian society which describes by Armah in the novel 
honestly. He wants to portray the real picture of the African society after independence 
which is full of chaos, corruption and politics. 

 
The Man is always criticized by the people around him and even his wife, Oyotoo 
because he is against of the corruption. He feels the hate and anger of Oyo at the home as 
he is an honest and poor man who cannot complete the expectations of his wife and 
children with the help of corruption. She expected from him that like others he should 
also accept the bribe and live a luxurious life. But the man does not with her and they 
always quarrel when they have any communication regarding their lifestyle. Oyo called 
the man ‘chichidodo’ which means ‘the chichidodo is a bird. The chichidodo hates 
excrement with all its soul. But the chichidodo only feeds on maggots, and you know the 
maggots grow best inside the lavatory. This is the chichidodo.’ (Armah 45) So at last Oyo 
started to ignore the man’s presence at home and going to handle the home as per her 
own expectations. While returning home the man is in conflict that no one in his family is 
understand him. He feels the nervousness and hopelessness in the home while entering at 
home, 

 
Silence. No voices, no sounds in the night, just silence. The man walks in to the hall, 
meeting the eyes of his waiting wife. These eyes are flat, the eyes of a person who has 
come to a decision not to say anything; eyes totally accepting and unquestioning in the 
way only a thing from which nothing is ever expected can be accepted and not 
questioned. And it is true that because these eyes are there the air is filled with 
accusation, but for even that the man feels a certain tired gratitude; he is thankful there 
are no words to lance the tension of the silence. The children begin to come out of the 
room within. They are not asleep, not even the third little one. It seems their eyes also are 
learning this flat look that is a defense against hope, as if their mother’s message needs 
their confirmation. It comes across very well. So well it fills the hall with an unbearable 
heaviness which must be broken at all costs. The table has food on it. The man moves 
forward and sits at it with his back to his guilt, resolving to break the heavy quiet. 
(Armah 41)  
 
The description of the man’s home reflected the hopeless and nervous atmosphere. Oyo 
always compared themselves with the man’s friend, Koomson who is a political leader, 
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involved in the game of corruption. Koomson is a high profile man always surrounded 
with rich and political leaders lived a luxurious life by corrupt means. So Oyo also 
attracted towards his lifestyle and feeling jealous of his wife, Estella that she has such a 
rich person as her husband. She started to hate the man’s honest nature which is not a 
valuable thing in the society of Ghana. Because of his honesty, Oyo and her children are 
away from all the luxurious things. V. Nirmala while commenting on the character of the 
protagonist argues, “But he is a man of unquestioned integrity. Although he and his 
family live in utter poverty and he constantly has to endure the silent accusation of his 
wife and children, he resolutely refuses to accept bribes. His family, frustrated by poverty 
and deferred expectations, grow resentful. He drags himself mournfully through each 
working day with little to anticipate in the evening except the accusing eyes of his wife 
and children and their nagging envy of those whose financial position is sound” (Nirmala 
31). The protagonist of the novel is an honest man and even though his wife and children 
shows him their accusation through their silence, he sticks to his principles of honesty 
and never involves in the national game of corruption. 
 
The man is trapped in the conflict and in this situation he goes to meet his friend Teacher, 
the naked man. The Teacher is an alienated man who is run out from his duties for his 
family. He told the man that the expectations of his wife and children are not worthless 
it’s a natural feeling to want such a luxurious life. But the man is not giving them the life 
as per their wish because he is against of the social malpractices and corruption. Even the 
man has his own principles of honesty and life and he is always stick to them, he feels 
like he has committed a crime, 
‘Yes. I feel like a criminal. Often these days I find myself thinking of something sudden I 
could do to redeem myself in their eyes. Then I sit down and ask myself what I have done 
wrong, and there is really nothing.’ 
‘You have not done what everybody is doing.’ said the naked man, ‘and in this world that 
is one of the crimes. You have always known that.’ (Armah 54) 
 
After getting the independence, there is an establishment of a new government from 
which people expect loyalty, humanity and justice. Obviously this expectation is a natural 
phenomenon because in this government the rulers of the country are the natives 
themselves. But this trustworthiness falls out when the native leaders playing the role of 
colonizers. In Armah’s words the native leaders are known as ‘black skin, white mask.’ 
Even though they are natives of the country they ruled all over the country like the 
colonisers. Ghanaian people wanted to preserve their culture and tradition after getting 
independence but these native leaders  follow the culture and tradition of the colonisers. 
In the colonial period they lived the life as per the colonisers’ rules but in this 
independent country also they denied their own culture on the basis of colonisers’ 
perspective of superiority and inferiority. The colonisers disapprove the native culture 
because it is inferior to theirs. So the native leaders leading their country on the basis of 
the rules of the colonisers who left the country but still left their footprints. Some people 
of the country still do not believe that it is the cause of the colonialism that made African 
countries corrupt.  
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The man is also one of the honest natives who want justice, peace and nationality in his 
country. But the social malpractices rot the whole country. When Oyo heard about 
Koomson’s visit at their home she is busy in arranging all the things properly. She is 
feeling confused while arranging the food and drinks for them because Koomson is a 
political leader and compared to them the man is a very poor fellow. Oyo asked the man 
to bring expensive drinks for the guests but the man is against it. He told that he will 
bring the drinks as per his own financial condition because Koomson also know him 
better. Even Oyo’s mother is also criticized the man and made him responsible for the 
poverty of her daughter.  

 
AyiKweiArmah wrote this novel with an unnamed protagonist. The writer mentioned the 
protagonist as ‘the man’ all over the novel. It seems that the protagonist is nameless like 
his identity. Even his wife also not considers his existence in the whole novel. But at the 
last part of the novel there is a climax in which each and every character is changed 
except the man’s. The man lived his life on his own principles from start to the end of the 
novel. The man is in confusing state searching his identity and his place in his family’s 
mind. The sudden change in power made Koomson helpless and at the end of the novel 
the man helps Koomson to run away from the clutches of the searchers. At the end of the 
novel, Oyo feels proud of having such an honest man as her husband. Robert Fraser says, 
“the man’s marriage with Oyo is the result of an ‘amorous misadventure’ for which he 
has not stopped feeling sorry” (Fraser 16). Even though Oyo always taunts the man for 
his honesty and unable to involve in corruption, she feels proud at the end of the novel 
and rewards him for his honesty. In the novel Koomson is a powerful character that has 
power and money in his hand. But at last when the Army men and police seized the 
power, the native political leaders like Koomson became weak and they are going to hide 
themselves from the searchers.  
  
The title of the novel, The Beautyful Ones Are Not Yet Born itself becomes significant. 
The writer wanted to explore that there are beautiful people like the man in the country, 
but still they are hiding behind their backs. The man, the protagonist of the novel is an 
honest man who is against of the corrupt society but he doesn’t have the courage to make 
a change in the society. When he was returning home from escaping Koomson he saw 
that some traffic police checking the vehicles. The man is excited and hopeful about the 
new government but after some time he saw that the police are collecting money for the 
verification of license. Again he is nervous and worried for the justice and peace of the 
country.   
 
Thus, the author is still waiting for the beautiful minded people to improve and develop 
his country. AyiKweiArmah is a writer who criticized the people who imitate the 
Western culture and at the same time denied the native culture. Most of his work is 
related to the colonial experiences and the effects of colonialism on the country after 
getting independence. His work mostly related to the themes such as politics, corruption, 
conflict and feminism. After colonial period people cannot throw away all the ideas, 
culture and tradition of the colonizer immediately even though they have their own 
culture in their mind. Through this novel Armah elaborated the mental condition of the 
Ghanaian people after getting independence. Majority of the people think that the native 
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culture is not superior to the colonizers’ however some are making efforts to maintain the 
uniqueness of the native culture. The title of the novel creates a hope in the minds of the 
honest people that the beautiful minded people will be born to develop the country and 
make it free from the clutches of corruption. 
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