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The partition of Bengal was taken place in 1905. The mass uproar was raisen 

across India in the form of swadeshi movement for the annulment of Bengal. The four 

folded principles of the swaraj, swadeshi, boycott, national education and the Hindi as 

Indian language were got nation‟s importance. The historic trio, Lal-Bal-Pal were 

leaded the movement to every nook and corner of India.  

With deep influence of Balgangadhar, the Bombay Karnataka‟s forefront 

leaders actively supported Tilak and they started many indigenous factories in the 

region by giving bitter threat to the British goods. By making products indigenous, the 

leaders of this region keep an high path of self sufficiency towards achieving swaraj.  
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Introduction:   
 In 1905 Lord Curzon has passed the Bengal partition bill, in the name of 

administration causes. But infact it was clearly divide and rule policy of the British 

Raj between Hindu and Muslims. For the annulment of Bengal the youth of Bengal 

got bitter fight against partition. The Bengal partition movement got term as swadeshi 

movement across India. The historic trio (Lal Bal Pal) took the leadership of swadeshi 

movement. The Pune was motherland to Bal Gangadhar Tilak and became nerve 

centre of politics in the deccan. With the deep impact of Tilak the forefront leaders of 

Bombay-Karnataka (formally southern Marathawada) influenced by the personality of 

Tilak and swadeshi. Further, they started the movement in this region.   

 

Methodology:  

Pertaining to the swadeshi movement and its four fold programmes the 

documents were scattered and few of them are preserved in the archives of Bombay, 

Bangalore and Hyderabad. With an intention to establish the authenticities and 

creditability of the document the method of corroborative evidences has been followed 

wherever necessary. While utilising the diaries and memories personal prejudices and 

biases have been eliminated to the extent possible. Simply narration of facts and 

historical method of exposition has been followed in the development of the present 

article.  

 

 

 

Abstract 
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Objectives:  

1. Trace the participation of the student community in the movement as back as 

1905 AD.  

2. Uphold the Tilakan contribution towards boycott and establishment of swadesh 

industries, the popularised principles before Gandhijis arrival in the arena 

freedom movement.  

3. Trace the nationalist swadeshi voice behind the establishment of swadeshi 

industries and given a short term threat to the British ready made industry 

goods.  

Promotion of Indigenous Industries: 

 Swadeshi completely outgrew the original conception of promoting Indian 

industry. It assumed a new form based upon the literal connotation of the word 

swadeshi viz. attachment to everything Indian. There was in all places an 

instantaneous response to the call of swadeshi. Swadeshi industries arose in many 

places. Badami was one of the places where a weaving factory was setup. Cloth made 

here was sent even to Bengal. Reporting about the progress of swadeshi movement 

„Karnataka Vritt‟ wrote in its issue of 18.8.1908. The swadeshi movement and boycott 

of foreign goods are going on well in Bagalkot. On 8
th

 August, there was a public 

meeting. Sri Jayarao Naragund, Jorapur, Yalagund Rao Dharwadkar and others 

addressed the gathering. It was proposed to establish a „Swadeshi Vyaparottejaka 

Samsthe‟, swadeshi shops and swaraj samsthas were established in Bagalkot. 

 It is also evident from the personal experiences of the people like Alur Venkata 

Rao who wrote in one of his letters in the year 1908 Jaya Rao Nargund and Govinda 

Rao Chabbi started at Bagalkot „The Krishi Karmottejaka Mandal‟ (an organisation to 

promote agriculture and industry) with an intention to cultivate sugar cane at menasagi 

near Alur and to prepare sugar with Indigenous technique. They were in need of loan 

amount. I gave them Rs.2000/- borrowing loan in my name from the Southern 

Maratha Bank at Dharwar. But, the company was subsequently liquidated. Bank was 

forcing me for repayment of loan amount. Luckily I escaped from this obligation of 

paying as they (Jaya Rao and Govind Rao) some how managed to repay the loan 

amount. It is significant to note that as a result of this movement the sarees from Ilkal 

and blouse cloth from Guledgudda (both in Bijapur district) became widely popular in 

Maharastra and there was considerable demand for this commodities. 

 The indigenous production of buttons, brush, fans, pens, pencils was started at 

Mudhol under the direction of Hanamanth Rao Kaujalgi. Waste materials like the 

coconut covers, the shells, reed, toddy tree branches, lead-pieces were used as raw-

materials. “Kittur has started the production of swadeshi cloth. A meeting has been 

held in decided to buy swadeshi cloth. The prohibition pledge has been completely 

maintained in Bagalkot”. 

 A public meeting was held in the Victoria theatre to protest against the 

partition of Bengal, and to encourage swadeshi industries. Shri Gurunathrao Patak 

presided the meeting resolved that everyone should vow not to use foreign cloth, 

except in unavoidable circumstances, in order to encourage Indian artisans, trade in 

Indian goods and production of indigenous goods. It was requested that everyone 

should strive sincerely to fulfil the pledge.  
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 Dharwad people have decided to start match-box, cigarette, and pencil 

factories and with the amount collected to construct a theatre. Hotel-keepers have 

decided to stop the sale of tea for the time being. The swadeshi andolan has spread in 

Belgaum town and the whole district. The sale of foreign goods has stopped.                   

The consumption of liquor has become less and less. Belgaum market is using sweet 

oil for lamps. Toddy contractors are running their shops at a heavy loss. The Karajigi 

people decided for prohibition in an hour. They poured all the kerosene oil into the 

gutters and began to use sweet oil for their lights. They had consumed liquor worth  

Rs. 50,000 within a period of 25 years and had used kerosene worth Rs. 25,000. 

 Indian cloth in large quantities had come to Dharwad market. On a complaint 

from the headmaster of the mission high school, Dharwad, that some students having 

joined the swadeshi movement have broken window-panes, the educational inspector 

held an enquiry and fined some students. Some of them were ordered to leave the 

school. The Director of public Instruction opined that some swadeshi leaders were 

responsible for such happenings.  

 A rustication order has been passed on three students of the Mission High 

School. Kittur has started the production of swadeshi cloth. A meeting has been held 

in Gadag to encourage the swadeshi movement. All people has been completely 

maintained in Bagalkot. A meeting to encourage the swadeshi movement was held in 

Betageri (Gadag). Messers Dixit, Hosakeri and Mudweedkar talked about the 

swadeshi movement. It was resolved not to use sugar, and at the same time it was 

decided to use Kittur cloth more and more. Prominent persons were requested to bring 

this into force.  

 The first industrial conference of Bombay Karnataka was held in Dharwad on 

12.5.1907. All persons interested in swadeshi movement attended the conference.            

A few Bombay provincial conferences were held in Karnataka, and to these 

conferences political leaders came from all parts of the country. The sixteenth Bombay 

Provincial Conference was held at Belgaum in 1916, and Gandhi, Tilak and Dadasahib 

Karandikar were among the leaders who attended. Resolutions requesting the 

Government to grant Home Rule and permission to raise a volunteer army were 

passed, along with resolutions relating to the use of swadeshi articles and maintaining 

unity in the country. The 18
th

 Bombay Provincial Conference was held at Bijapur on 

the 01.05.1918, under the presidentship of Vittalbhai Patel. Sarojini Naidu and 

Gandhiji attended. The resolutions which were passed related to the opening of a 

military college in India for Indians. The appointment of Indians in the higher military 

ranks without any racial discrimination and the withdrawal of the Arms and Press Act.  

 Vittal Rao Deshpande of Hebbal started a weaving factory at Kittur.              

Another factory was built in Badami. Cloth made here was sent even to Bengal.            

Rama Rao Alagvadi, a very enterprising and talented young man, opened a match 

factory at Dharwad from machinery made by him. A porcelain factory arose at 

Laxmeshwar. Factories of manufacturing bangles, pencils and many other articles of 

common use arose in many places. A Karnataka Industrial Conference met at 

Dharwad in 1907 to decide upon the lines of development of swadeshi industry.             

New banks were established to help this industrial development.  

 The collection of money for the so-called National Fund was highly 

instrumental in popularising the ideas of swadeshism in Karnataka like in Tamil Nadu, 
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Southern India. According to Subramania Iyer, who visited many cities and villages in 

Southern India? The collection was taken up in the most remote settlements, and 

everywhere the people grasped” the importance and full scope of the movement with a 

readiness and intelligence hitherto unsuspected by our public men living in large 

centres of educated thought. The ordinary people considered it a good patriotic cause.  

In Bombay, Tilak, assisted by leading Indian Industrialists including Tata, organised 

the “Swadeshi Co-operative Stores‟. Tilak was made the treasurer of a special fund 

(the Paise Fund) established in 1905 to promote industrial production.  

The Industrial or paisa Fund can be defined as a central reserve made up of 

contributions of one paise and above from all classes of society. People paying a 

reasonable minimum could have a voice in its administration which was in the hands 

of an elected body. At one of the public meetings, held for the collection of the Fund, 

Lokamanya Tilak said “come all, join and subscribe; I do not want one man to 

contribute thousand rupees to the paise Fund, but I want a thousand contributors each 

giving one rupee and making up a thousand.  Such a spirit of contribution will show 

me that there are more men who take real interest in the welfare of their country.              

It will demonstrate an organised effort. A man who contributes a thousand at a stroke 

has nothing further in his head, nothing higher in his mind than a looming fact 

dividend. The thousand poor contributors have a nobler aim. So rally round all men 

and subscribe your humble paisa”. Such was the ideal of the Tilak. The “Paisa Fund 

Glass Works” factory was founded by Antaji Damodar Kale, on 16
th

 October, 1905 at 

Talegaon, Bombay. This Glass works factory had the Karnataka members and workers 

in plenty of numbers. Some of them were V. N. Jog, a well known pleader and 

Member of Legislative Council of Karnataka (Later period), Dharwad, V. G. Pandit, 

one of the patrons of Paisa Fund Glass Works Factory; Talegaon was from Belgaum, 

G. D. Deshpande of Dharwad and others. Even such the paise Fund National 

Industries have been celebrated the centenary recent years (1905-2005).  

 The life of the paisa Fund can be divided into seven well marked periods 

(1905-1935) each marking a different phase of its career. Excluding the years 1898 to 

1905 which were spent in preparing the ground and popularising the idea with 

propaganda. The Paise Fund begin with the year 1905-06 when the Fund was formally 

registered at the office of The Registrar of Joint Stock Companies, under Act XXI of 

1860. Its constitution decided upon, propaganda set afoot and force of volunteers 

mobilised for collection. The constitution of the paisa Fund provided for four classes 

of members.  

 Village committees were recognised when there were in the village at least ten 

people each paying eight annas per year. Members of these were eligible for election 

into the Central Committee as were members of the first three classes shown above. 

The central committee was the executive body vested with full powers for the proper 

utilisation of the Fund. The purpose of the paisa Fund was to collect money in any 

amounts down to paise one from all classes of society and to use it strictly according 

to the rules of the institution, towards the revival of agriculture, trade and crafts of this 

country and the improvement of the economic condition of the people. Once Tilak 

sponsored the cause, he took it upon himself to give wide publicity to the Fund 

through the columns of his papers, and public opinion gradually brought round. 
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Some members were in favour of small industries like buttons, oils or brushes 

and it was suggested that Prof. Gajjar‟s laboratory should be taken advantage of for the 

necessary training. There was also a suggestion from the Dhulia Town Committee to 

start an Industrial Training School in Poona; but ultimately the committee decided upon 

glass and in January 1908, building construction for the factory was begun at Talegaon.
 

Many other industrial and commercial organisations have been started during 

1905-1911 in the Deccan, but, the backbone of them all has been Swadeshi. Many of 

these ventures are on the anvil of trial and experiment. If they fail, the consolation will 

be in the fact that we are worse off than many other bigger industries, which are still in a 

precarious condition though supported by the props of protective tariffs, unlimited 

funds, and the highest available intelligence. The Government Porcelain Factory, 

Mysore, the Government Soap Factory, Bangalore, the Deccan Glass Works, 

Begumpeth, Hyderabad were established on the Swadeshi lines. Considering this, the 

paisa fund and its industrial activity in the shape of its Glass works is indeed a source of 

satisfaction the occupation of silk weaving turned as an industry at Peeranawadi near 

Belgaum. “The Southern Maratha Slabs Factory” was already existed before 1905, at 

Khanapur in Belgaum district. A cloth factory was begun at Bellary. “Bharat Mill” was 

started in Hubli. The cloth factories were opened at Gadag, Phulgaon and other places. 

But few years later they were stopped due to paucity of skilled technicians.   

In 1908, Jayarao Naragund, Govindarao Chhabbi and others started a company 

in the name of “Krishi Karmottejaka Mandala” at Bagalkot. And they had taken a lead 

to start the “Indigenous Sugar Factory” at Menasagi in Ron Taluk. On that condition 

with the help of Venkatrao Alur, Jayarao Naragund had succeed to get a loan of                

Rs. 2,000 from the „Southern Maratha Bank‟ of Dharwad. But company has closed in 

a short while. When Jayarao had to pay himself the bank loan of Rs. 2,000. 

Gangadhar Rao Deshpande with both of his companions namely 

Bhadakamakar and Vamanrao Desai had decided to purchase the branch office of the 

“Indian Stores of Calcutta” which was opened at Bombay in 1904 by Mukharjee.  

They made it as “Deccan Stores”. And its branch was opened at Belgaum as in the 

name of “Swadeshi Stores”. Gangadhar Rao spent three to four days in a week on 

swadeshi lectures surrounding the Belgaum and Dharwad cities. But Telang accused 

him in his writings as “Gangadhar Rao‟s Lectures on Swadeshi were intended to mere 

grow the sales at his Bombay and Belgaum Swadeshi Stores”. But Gangadhar was not 

depressed by such blows. Despite, he kept his opponents in the Belgaum town 

panchayat into the „Swadeshi Prachar Andolan‟, and they did help him in his public 

works. These opponent friends belonged to Lad community of Marathas, later they 

taken lead from the Maratha people successfully in the swadeshi activities in Belgaum. 

At Dharwad, Naragundkar Ramarao, Ganghadhar Rao Ghatak and others 

started a „Swadeshi shop‟ in 1907, with a Rs. 3000/- principal amount, but within four 

years it had run shut-down. All members lost their shares. Alur Venkatrao and his 

father taken the Rs. 200 shares in the „Sugar Factory of Baroda‟, where                          

Mr. Ghasawala started it by the patron help of Maharaja of Gaikwad. But Alur lost 

their shares worth of Rs. 200, due to bankruptcy of the sugar factory. Therefore in 

1907, Alur Venkatrao joined with 6-7 his companions, started the „Mangalore Slates 

Factory‟ at Khanapur (Belgaum District). Alur‟s brother Ramarao become one of its 

directors through putting Rs. 250. But, where they endured loss, and gave that factory 
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to penashan Mamaledar Naiki. He has been run it upto 1974. Then Venkatrao started 

weaving machine at Alur. Later taken back the share he started a “Jawali Shop 

(weaving and clothing)”, at Dharwad. In 1908 Jayarao Naragund, Govindrao Chchabbi 

and others with the help of, Venkatrao started „Krishi Karmottejak Mandal‟, a 

company at Bagalkot, with a intention to produce sugar by growing the sugarcane 

around Alur and Menasagi. At Dharwad, they started a shop namely „Alpa-Dhana 

Samuchhay  Paraspara Sahayak  Mandala”, but both had paupered.  

Alur Venkatrao with a few of his fellowmen, on the day of Yugadi started a 

“Match box factory” at Dharawad in 1908. And on the same day of 1909 they started 

„Lead Pencil Factory‟, at the same place. The person behind the „Match Box Factory‟ 

was Alagawadi Ramarao, he got a four months training in Bombay, regarding Match 

Stick and box production. Later in 1914 outbreak of First World War the worth of a 

phosphorus was Rs. 5 then became Rs. 100, and the rate of label printing of a match 

box grown its ten times. Therefore, „Match Box Factory‟ was stopped.                          

Then Alagawadi Ramarao started the work of „Clay Model Pencils’, but for package 

of the pencils to be packed in the „Card Board Boxes‟ which were to bring from 

abroad. Next, Ramarao started the „Slate Factory’. But all the above efforts he got 

many obstacles, finally his efforts got setback. But, Hanamantrao Kamalapur formerly 

clerk in the agriculture department gave up his job with the advice of Alur Venkatrao 

and started a „Pencil Factory‟ at Dharwad in 1909. Due to stiff competition and lack 

of encouragement the „Pencil Factory‟ was fallen.  

 

Findings:  

In the period of swadeshi movement. The short term span of six years            

(1905-11) witnessed for establishment of various swadeshi factories in the Bombay, 

Karnataka in numerous places.  

 

Suggestions:  

In the long term the swadeshi industries were failed to manage resources and 

unable to compete with the British goods. The British passed the pernicious act in 

1910 with an intension to suppress these indigenously made industries was the 

regretful thing in the modern Indian history.  
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