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 India has made significant progress in the field of primary education. Economic 

factors have an influence on the development of primary education in the State as a 

whole. The state of Maharashtra has the biggest economy in India. It is one of India's 

most urbanised states. The main goal of this paper is to analyse and findings on drop 

out of school girls and their remedial measures. For the present study drop out is 

defined as a child who after having enrolled into a primary school left it before 

completing the full-term of seven years of primary education. The child might have 

left school immediately after enrolment. 
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1. INTRODUCTION: 

 Dropouts are an even bigger issue that has to be addressed right now. Despite 

the tremendous development of India's basic education system in recent decades, a 

significant percentage of youngsters remain out of school. The majority of students 

who enter in class I do not finish the eight-year programme. All the works done thus 

far not enough to fulfill expanding demands of primary education, and there are still 

substantial differences in success levels among all students in primary school, with a 

high number of children dropping out before promoting to class V. However most 

Indian states have done a good job of registering more and more students in schools, 

they have struggled to keep them there. Over the past decade, significant works been 

undertaken to guarantee that students do not leave school following their first 

enrollment. 

Since its formation in 1960, Maharashtra’s economy in terms of net SDP 

(State Domestic Product) grew at 4.73 per cent per annum till 1999-2000 and the per 

capita SDP at 2.43 per cent per annum. In comparison to the All-India performance 

over successive plan periods, Maharashtra’s performance shows the non-agricultural 

sectors playing a major role, neutralizing the adverse implications of the poor 

performance of the primary sector. What is more important is that the growth rate has 

accelerated in successive decades. It is anticipated that primary education 

development in Maharashtra will depend on the SDP at constant prices which would 

indicate the overall growth in the economy. The State of the economy in Maharashtra 

will permit the State to not only qualitatively expand primary education, but also 

make qualitative inputs as well. The state's resources were severely strained, and the 

execution of the Ninth Five-Year Plan in basic education was severely hampered.. 

Economic factors have an influence on the development of primary education in the 

State as a whole. The state of Maharashtra has the biggest economy in India. It is one 

of India's most urbanised states. Mumbai, Maharashtra's capital, is India's financial 

hub, with almost all of the country's major banks, financial institutions, insurance 
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firms, and mutual funds headquartered there. The city is also home to India's biggest 

and oldest stock market, the Bombay Stock Exchange. Maharashtra is home to 

corporate headquarters for more than 41% of the S&P CNX 500 corporations. 

Maharashtra is India's second most industrialised state, accounting for 20% of the 

country's industrial production. Industry contributes around 46% of the Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP). Maharashtra features software parks in various locations 

around the state, and it is the world's second-largest software exporter, with annual 

exports over 80,000 crores. Despite being increasingly industrialised, agriculture 

remains the primary source of income in many parts of the state. Agriculture and 

related activities employ 24.14 percent of the working-age population as per(S.S. 

Kalamkar( 2011]). 

In Paul R  et. al. 2021, despite the fact that about 91 percent of Indian students are 

enrolled in grades 6–8, the similarly high rates of school dropout after 8th grade 

remain a major issue for policymakers Our research looks at whether a lack of 

parental engagement in Indian children's elementary schooling leads to school 

dropout when they reach adolescence. These results emphasise the importance of 

parental participation in their children's elementary education in terms of school 

dropout prevention. According to the results, programming initiatives are needed to 

raise awareness and increase parental involvement in their children's education. 

Annu, 2020, the percentage of children that drop out of school may be defined 

as the number of children who no longer attend school. In other terms, a dropout is a 

student who has left a certain level of study without completing the first certification. 

The study's goal was to determine the reasons of dropout among lower primary school 

students in Assam's Kamrup Metropolitan (Urban) District. The study's main findings 

were that 66.6 percent of respondents agreed dropout was due to students' lack of 

interest, while 33.4 percent did not agree; 60.9 percent of respondents agreed dropout 

was due to lack or absence of parental supervision, while 39.1 percent did not agree; 

72.8 percent of respondents agreed dropout was due to parents' low economic and 

occupational status, while 27.2 percent did not agree; and 66.9% respondents agreed 

dropout was due to low economic and occupational status of parents, while 27.2 

percent did not It was also advised that a good counselling programme for both 

parents and children be implemented. 

Banlumlang Lyngkhoi, 2019, Mawten village, a hilltop community in the 

Mawkyrwat section of the South West Khasi Hills District of Meghalaya, is one of the 

biggest. Mawten village, which contains 340 dwellings, has a total population of 2216 

people, which is a record from 2010. The community has a total area of 54 square 

kilometres. The majority of the students at the school study in nearby towns such as 

Mawkyrwat, Mawlangwir, and Shillong. Out of a total population of 100 percent, 

around 60% rely on livestock for their living, 20% on agriculture, and 20% on 

secondary sectors of the economy. 

Chinmayee, 2018, primary school dropout is not a new problem. If dropout rates 

continue to rise, universal primary education will become more important. In many 

nations, children enrol in primary school in higher numbers at the start, but drop out 

as the school year progresses. Many youngsters have dropped out of school before 

completing their elementary education. Inequality in opportunity for children in 

elementary education has been shown in studies based on caste, class, and gender. 

This article discusses the issue of dropout in Odisha's elementary schools 

Asrat Dagnew,2017, the goal of this research was to look at the factors that 

influence student dropout rates in seven second-cycle primary schools in the Awi 

Zone. æ This research included 73 dropout students, 75 instructors, 7 school 
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administrators, and 7 parent teacher association members. Students who had dropped 

out were chosen using a sample approach that was accessible. According to the 

comparison mean score findings, which of the out-of-school and in-school related 

variables has the most impact on students dropping out; the result reveals that in-

school and school connected factors have the greatest influence on students dropping 

out in the research region.  

Nathalie C  et.al. 2016,  The goal of this research was to see whether parental and 

teacher support for fundamental psychological needs (autonomy, competence, and 

relatedness), students' reciprocal friendships, and academic motivation in Grade 10 (N 

= 624) might predict dropping out two years later in Grade 12. The findings 

demonstrated that, in addition to the impacts of academic motivation and parental and 

teacher support for fundamental psychological needs, reciprocal friendships had a role 

in the prediction of high school dropout. 

Afsar Ali, 2014, Dropout from school hinders development as it makes human 

potentialities unexplored. This creates all round backwardness. Muslim communities 

are more backward particularly in Malda district, West Bengal, where the dropout rate 

is high. Parental decision to drop out their wards from primary education does not 

depend upon gender, but depend upon their economic status. Poverty influences the 

parents to withdraw their wards from school. 

 

Objectives of the study 

The main goal of this paper is to analyse and findings on drop out of school girls and 

their remedial measures. 

Hypothesis of the study 

The study proposes to test the following hypotheses: 

i. Determine if and why there is an increase in drop-out rates when class 

standards rise. 

ii. Whether gender and caste characteristics have an impact on school dropouts. 

iii. Whether there is a connection between the dropout issue and the school's 

physical accessibility. 

iv. Whether there is a connection between school-related variables and retention. 

 

2.RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The study was based on empirical research in chosen villages in recognized 

districts in Maharashtra's Vidarbha and Marathwada regions. A school-level 

investigation and a household-level investigation were also conducted. Teachers, 

parents, and school dropouts were polled on their attitudes and opinions. Information 

on the community and the amenities available was also obtained, which has a 

significant impact on schooling. Additional data was gathered from the records of 

educational offices at the district, block, and village levels. 

Sample Selection 

Maharashtra's topography is varied, as are its agro-climatic zones. With regional 

variety in mind, it was suggested that the districts be chosen based on their agro-

climatic characteristics. With this in mind, and based on the Planning Commission's 

recommendations, districts from the Marathwada (1) and Vidarbha (2) regions were 

chosen. A drought-prone district in Marathwada, a Vidarbha district with intermediate 

rainfall, and a Vidarbha tribal district were chosen. Furthermore, these were districts 

where the DPEP Program was not being implemented, despite the fact that a DPEP 

intervention may have improved student retention. With these criteria in mind, the 

following districts were selected :Marathwada  and Vidarbha  
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The Selected Districts and Blocks were: 

a) Akola District (Vidarbha)-Akote (lowest) and Telhara (highest) 

b) Bhandara District (Vidarbha)- Tusmar (lowest) and Lakhandur (highest) 

c) Beed - Ambejogai (lowest) and Georai (highest) 

Therefore, four villages from each block were selected randomly viz. 

d) Akote Block (Akola District, Vidarbha)- Palsod, Ruikhed, Varun, Wadali 

Deshmukh 

e) Telhara Block (Akola District, Vidarbha)- Karla Bk. Khandala  Manabda, 

Wadi Adampur 

f) Tusmar Block (Bhandara District, Vidarbha)-Bagheda, Chicholi-1, Dongarla 

and Madgi 

• Lakhandur District (Bhandara District, Vidarbha)-Chaprad, Chicholi, 

Madeghat, Mandhal 

• Ambejogai (Beed District, Marathwada)- Kunbephal Limbgaon Satephal 

Talegaon (Ghat) 

• Georai (Beed District, Marathwada)-Bagpimpalgaon, Kekat Pangri Rohital, 

Takhar Aadgaon 

Ten households from each village were selected where there were dropout children 

but randomly. Thus, the study covered:Three Districts (Two from Vidarbha and 

one from Marathwada) with Six Blocks, 24 Villages and 240 Households. 

Procedure  

Data was collected with respect to three domains: 

• Village - Socio-economic characteristics, occupation, caste structure, 

infrastructure, civic amenities. 

• School - infrastructure facilities, teachers, school management, teaching - 

learning process, attendance and drop out. 

• Household - socio-economic status of family, drop out reasons, drop out 

children’s’ views and perceptions. 

All of the districts used the same process.  A questionnaire on the students' personal 

traits, as well as information from their parents about their family's environment, the 

relative comfort of their house, availability to reading materials, and homework 

support. Simple statistical techniques were applied in analyzing the data such as 

simple percentage calculation only. 

 

3. DATA ANALYSIS AND HYPOTHESIS TESTING 

The study proposed to test the laid down hypotheses leading to drop out, analysis of 

which is given in this paper. Official statistics do not essentially differentiate between 

schools with different levels of infrastructure. They count these institutions with sub- 

minimal facilities as well as those (though, not a large proportion) with the best 

infrastructure in terms of building, classrooms, teachers, play ground, and so on under 

a single category. If the drop out problem is the concern, then quality of infrastructure 

is important. Hence it becomes necessary to make an analytical assessment of the 

status of infrastructure facilities in a meaningful manner. 

 

Four villages from each block of the identified districts were selected for the study. In 

all, the study was conducted in 24 villages (8 villages in each district). From each 

village one school was taken; Thus there are 24 schools. 
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Hypothesis - 1 

Null hypothesis - Drop out rate do not increases in higher standards. Alternative 

hypothesis - Drop out rate increases at higher standards. Chi-square test is used to see 

association between attributes sex and drop out rate in standards. 

 Boys Girls Total 

Droupout at which standard Frequency Percent Frequency Percent Frequency Percent 

One child - before 4
th

 34 42 40 25.2 74 30.8 

Two or more - before 4th 4 4.9 7 4.4 11 4.6 

One child - before 7
th

 36 44.4 107 67.3 143 59.6 

Two or more - before 7th 7 8.6 5 3.1 12 5 

Total 81 100 159 100 240 100 

 

Drop out Boys Girls Total 

Before 4
th

 std 42 54 96 

Before 7
th

 std 50 117 167 

Total 92 171 263 

 

Chi square (cal) = 5.11 

Chi square (d.f=1) = 3.94 

Chi square (table) < Chi square (calculated) 

Chi square test shows relation between two attributes and shows that number of drop 

out increases in higher standards. 

For higher standards drop out rate is more. 

Hypothesis – 2 

Null hypothesis - Proportion of drop out girls and boys drop outs is equal. Alternative 

hypothesis - Proportion of drop out girls is more than proportion drop out of boys. 

The total sample of drop out children is 240 from 227 households. 

Number of boys Number of girls Total 

82 158 240 

34% 66% 100 

 

H0 : Proportion drop out girls and boys is equal (P1 = P2 = P= 0.5)  

H1 : Proportion of drop out girls is more than proportion of boys Using Z-test 

 
Sample proportion = p = proportion of drop out girls = 0.66 Hypothetical population 

proportion P = 0.5 = Q 

P = 0.5 (assumed / hypothetical) 

N = 240 (sample size) z(cal) = 4.95 Z table = 1.64 Z cal > Z table 

We reject null hypothesis and we may conclude that girls drop out proportion 

is higher than boys proportion. 

Gender wise differences are significant. Emphasis is given for education of 

Boys than girls. 

Hypothesis - 3 Whether there is a connection between the dropout issue and the 

school's physical accessibility. 

 

Caste Frequency of drop out 

Muslim 5.3 
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Not given 9.3 

Open 11.9 

Schedule Caste 11.9 

Schedule Tribes 24.2 

Other Backward 37.4 

 

 
Figure 5.1: Frequency of dropout 

The reason long distance / school is far away is stated by 13 children out of 240 it is 

5.4 %. Of these 12 are girls. From village Ruikhed (Akola district) 5 girls are dropped 

out from school because of long distance. From this is valid point that, in some 

villages no village transport facilities or if facilities are available but may not be 

affordable (cost and time). But all these villages have ZP schools up to 7
th 

standard. 

Hypothesis 4 

Whether there is a connection between the dropout issue and the school's physical 

accessibility.  

Children mentioned various reasons for not going to school which are categorized as 

academic, economic, social and very few are related to school atmosphere. 

The school atmosphere related reasons are 14 out of 240 which is 5.8%. The 

following table depicts reasons related to school 

Reasons 
Akola 

Total 

Beed 

Total 

Bhandara 

Total 

Grand 

Total 

Teachers beat 1 9 0 10 

Fear of other children 1 1 0 2 

Fear of school 1 1 0 2 

 

This percentage is negligible and parents , school management and teachers did not 

support this data hence it can not be validated. 

 

4.CONCLUSIONS 

The main conclusions of the analysis in the three districts in relation to the factors 

causing drop out are presented. 

The planning of education has not paid enough attention of demand issues. Most of 

the time it has assumed that demand is guaranteed, and that it is enough to make the 

school accessible for making children go.But compulsory education has little impact 

on poor parents who are not in a position to send their children to school regularly, 

because they need their help at home or in the fields, nor on children suffering from 
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malnutrition or debilitating illnesses, or who have quit simply been discouraged by a 

negative experience at school. These problems of the interaction between supply and 

demand, deserve more attention than they generally receive. The study suggests that 

when decision makers want to introduce changes , they should realize that dialogue 

with the users of educational services is indispensable as is adoption of the changes to 

local realities. 

As a further point, the decision-maker should also be aware of the importance of 

parents’ opinion and of what they expect from school for their children. In all cases, 

the school is seen primarily as an instrument of social promotion, and as a means for 

children to escape the harsh conditions of rural life. As a result, parents have a 

traditional and academic perception of education. For them, primary school serves 

essentially to teach their children to read and write and to prepare them for secondary 

school. Thus, it is not surprising that they are often suspicious of reforms that move 

school away from their traditional function. 

Decision-makers should take the teacher more seriously, as the crucial factor in the 

quality improvement process. At the macro-level this means paying more attention to 

the imbalanced distribution of teachers by areas. The study revealed considerable 

disparities in terms of the proportions of men and women, of professional 

qualification, of experience and of stability of the teaching staff. Although there are 

exceptions, the general rule is systematic degradation of these parameters as one 

moves from privileged urban zones to the rural zones. 

The study suggests first priority to offer teachers decent working conditions. The 

second priority should be to pay greater attention to the quality of initial and inservice 

training. One should design the different support mechanisms for teachers as a co-

herent whole, explicitly directed at improving pedagogical activities in the classroom. 

Moreover, it must be accepted that it takes time to change habits and traditions, and 

consequently one must reason in terms of stages. In the immediate term, the most 

urgent task is probably simply to make the school more welcoming for its users. To 

achieve this, teacher should be made aware that they need families to do a good job, 

that they have to invite parents to become familiar with the school’s life, in order to 

stimulate their interest and to obtain their support for the schooling of their children. 

The study points out that it is not enough to create a parents’ association or a school 

development committee. Teachers should be made aware that they need families to do 

a good job, that they have to invite parents to become familiar with the school life in 

order to stimulate their interest and to obtain their support for the schooling of their 

children. Once the cultural gap separating parents and teachers has been bridged, 

more elaborate forms of participation become possible, and in particular more active 

involvement of parents in the school’s management and control. 
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