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Purple Hibiscus discusses the dysfunction of religion and culture in a family. It 

talks about a war fought between a fanatic father and his uncompromising children. 
Eugene, the narrator’s father has a dual personality. On the one side he is genteel and 
generous. On the other, he is strict and intolerable. The disintegration of Nigeria is drawn 
into a close parallel with the disintegration of a family.  The political unrest and a 
military coup which aims to regenerate Nigeria into a consolidated country results in 
sending away of their children to the house of their aunty, who is a professor at a 
university. The aunt’s house has a lot of cacophony and euphoria, which shows the other 
side of a family. Kambili rethinks and relives her life in the context of freedom and 
happiness. The text questions the values of freedom, religion, love, hatred and the 
distinction between colonialism and the time before the colonial invasion. 
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Purple Hibiscus discusses the psychological growth of characters in the light of 

colonialism. The novel questions the way of life set by the primitive and traditional 
African standards as opposed to the colonial civilization of the westerners. Eugene is a 
product of the western world who considers that primitivism and barbarianism brings 
more backwardness and narrow mindedness. He insists that his children follow the 
footsteps of his British teachers so that, they become great in their lives. The underlying 
principle of the west is to resort to its culture and custom so that the Africans can be 
absolved of their primitivism and dogmas. The crux of the conflict in the novel is the 
rebellion which arises at home with regard to upholding the western cultural tenets. 
Eugene has high hopes on the British and believes that only the west can liberate the 
Africans from their clutches of bestiality.  The children on the other hand believe that the 
primordial culture and primitive traditions must not be done away with because, the west 
follows nepotism and cultural hegemony. Eugene values Christianity, especially Roman 
Catholicism as the key to liberation and salvation because, the westerners have clearly 
specified that the African ways of worship breed paganism with their doors leading to 
hell. 
  

Violence becomes one of the cardinal issues in the novel. The instances where 
Beatrice miscarried thrice, Jaja became deformed, the narrator Kambili fell down 
unconscious when Eugene beat her up, finally the poisoning of the patriarch, Eugene are 
all excerpts of violence and inhumanity. At the external world, during the coup, a lot of 
civilians are killed, peddlers who sold die and Ade Coker is also killed. Contrary to 
violence is the complete silence. The children who silently suffered the violence meted 
out their father, Beatrice who was a passive onlooker to the violence inflicted by her on 
her husband were intrinsically supporting the inhumanity by being mute victims to it. 

Abstract 
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Father Benedict is also a blind supporter to the violence because he needed huge sumof 
money for the operations of his church which was given by Eugene. 
God is also portrayed as a form of violence when Eugene imagines God not as a creator 
but as a punisher and an avenger.  

 
Eugene was preoccupied with the word, Sin because he was bent upon teaching 

religious values to his family through authority. His strict schedules gave prominence to 
prayers in the larger part of the day. Dinner time was also an extended form of prayer 
time to him. He would take extra time of another twenty minutes to thank God for their 
everyday bread. His tutors at school intimidated him that God was a cruel punisher who 
would punish his sinners in the most ruthless way and therefore his faith in religion was 
over wrought by fear. He kept cleansing the feet of Kambili to atone her of her sins and 
also prevent her from committing any further sins. To him, violence was the only way to 
bring peace, happiness, discipline and prosperity into the family. 

 
The narrator uses religion as the source of power and influence through the novel. 

One could see that the Africans were controlled by the English people through the tool of 
religion to enhance and enforce their conformity through church and Christ. The novel 
also talks about the conflict of religions in the contest of colonizing. Before the advent of 
church, there was a traditional belief system in Africa. Christianity had reshaped their 
thoughts and beliefs and the people were made to believe the fact that the religion which 
they had been practicing all these years was obsolete and their beliefs were falsified.  

 
Another prominent influence was the power structure, essentially patriarchal was 

imbibed deep down in the minds of the people where men are at the centre leaving the 
women and children at the periphery calling them weaker sex. Adiche, belonged to the 
community of Abba, a clan which had its hands mostly extended towards the south 
eastern segment of Nigeria. The clan believed in the indoctrination of the phallic power 
through fables. According to the often-referred fables, the male animals were eulogized 
leaving the female species in lurch by considering them incapable of abstract thinking or 
solid decision making. The gods were ranked inferior in case they were female. For 
example, the creator of the world, called Chukwu rested on top of the earth while the 
goddess called Ani, was considered inferior and resided in the lower rung of the surface 
of the earth. The primary question which the author asks through the incident is that, the 
construct of all the myths and fables were by the male folk and they had it framed in such 
a way that there was no room for any woman to move up in the ladder of social equity. 
The quote below explicates the way the society differentiated men and women, 
considering the latter to be weak and therefore had to remain subservient to the voices 
and calls of their male counter parts.  Even during a calamity like a famine, the female 
animals were neither cared for nor called for a meeting to discuss the next course of 
action. To Adiche, patriarchy begins from the folk tales where women are taught silence 
as a virtue to survive among the male community and among the social order. Silence 
also meant the attitude of not questioning or defying the existing codes of conduct or 
gender constructs in the society. The more a woman thought less, questioned less, the 
more happier she was and the most ideal home maker she became in a clan. 
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Long ago when animals talked and lizards were few, there was a big famine in the 
land of the animals. Farms dried up and the soil cracked. Hunger killed many of 
the animals and the ones left behind, did not have the strength to dance the 
mourning dance at funerals. One day, all the male animals had a meeting to 
decide, what could be done before hunger wiped out the entire village. (164) 
The novel is more of female centered with almost all the characters being female. 

One could find that the narrator Kambli, her aunty Ifeoma, the other characters like 
Amaka, Sisi, and the mother of Kambli, most commonly referred to as mama. The only 
key male character is Eugene, who is shown as an uncompromising villain where he 
discards all the religious practices in the Igbo community as pagan and dogmatic out and 
out. His religious and linguistic fanaticism is seen when he does not want to sit for a 
sermon in his own home town, Abba for the language would not be English but rather his 
own local language. The reason for creating a psychic fanatic is because, the author wants 
to highlight the way the Africans are brain washed by the English considering their 
religion and their practices as something which is more barbaric and unacceptable. The 
author therefore does not want to create a novel where women become meek victims or 
mere spectators to the violence and pain inflicted upon them but rather wants them to 
raise to the occasion where she comes to a point where Beatrice, the narrator’s mother 
kills her own husband with being remorseful of her acts. She declares that she is right in 
her decision of killing her husband through poisoning him. One can clearly see the novel 
as the best example to the dictum of the coming of age. This is because, the novel 
explores the inner insight of Kambli as a narrator who goes to school with a satchel, the 
language she uses at the beginning of the novel is filled with much innocence. She later 
changes her tone and temperament to a more matured person as the novel begins to 
progress. The choice of having a teenager as the narrator is a deliberate attempt by the 
author because, she wanted the narrator be an insider and express her views of being 
tortured by her father and also the helplessness of not being able to fight back but to 
silently endure all the pain she was given by him.KaluWosu in the article titled, “Binary 
Constructs: Gender and Power Relations in Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s Purple 
Hibiscus” observes   

Purple Hibiscus is a story and the story of any novel is that of characters who act 
and interact among themselves in the evolution of the text. Dialogue helps to give 
voice to a hitherto voiceless species of the society, the woman. Dialogue also 
enables a reader to penetrate the psychology of individual female characters in 
their quotidian existence……dialogue is therefore the author’s ploy to give 
women the language of power within the dynamics of a male centered universe. 
(67) 
 
Freedom is another dimension to the progression of the novel. Eugene is moral 

disciplinarian in the family. He ironically deprives his family the freedom that they ought 
to enjoy. To the world outside, he is seen as an audacious and an independent man who 
raises his voice against tyranny and oppression. But internally, he is a patriarchal tyrant 
who curtails freedom in all forms and by all means. He uses power and money to deny 
freedom of thought in the society. He is a lone fighter for freedom in the society and 
wields it through his power and wealth. Religion, backed up by Father Benedict gives 
him much benediction to restrain freedom to his family and the society. The freedom that 
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fatherBenedict proclaims does not include the defiance of freedom and the strong hold 
the natives have on the Africans. The freedom is also not the one that was denied during 
the colonial conquest of Africa. Eugene and Father Benedict always want to have the 
cake and eat it as well. 

 
Adiche draws a clear parallel between the unspeakable trouble she undergoes 

amidst the barbed electric fences at home and the troubles Nigeria faces to become a 
developed nation. Kambli is able to comprehend the complexities of Nigeria’s 
progression through her mental regressions at home. The violence she faces at home is 
also faced by the people of Nigeria during the conquest and the coup. Eugene sees 
democracy as a necessity for Nigeria when he is reluctant to give a democratic ambiance 
for his family. Just as Kambili is controlled by the tyrant, Eugene, so is Nigeria subdued 
due to its deployment of military forces. 

 
Enugu, the locale of Kambili is contrasted with Nsukka, the home of her aunt 

Ifeoma, when she visits her aunt and cousins. Enugu holds a prominent Catholicism 
compared to Nsukka. Her aunt’s place is more accommodating where Ibo culture stands 
strong and tall. The church is more liberal and the position of women in the society is 
more amiable. There is no gender –bender issues at the outset because, women are 
allowed to wear the clothes of men. Religion is more cosmopolitan than conservative 
where Priests like Father Amadi is more open and friendly. There is a hybrid of Ibo and 
Christian cultures. The cousins of Kambili accept the multiplicity and plurality of socio-
religious values. Her cousins become the embodiment of modern African youth who are 
neither conservative nor liberal but live an objectively balanced life. 

 
Nsukka is also affected by the ruckus of political and economic exigencies. There 

is acute shortage of essential items like food, water and electricity. The university 
professors are either under paid or never paid because their salaries go into the accounts 
of the corrupt governing body. Her aunt is shown as a foil to her brother. She is more 
outrageous, in fighting for the equal rights of women. She is also outspoken in her 
outlook of life when she decides to leave Nigeria for United states to seek greener 
pastures. The invasion of Britain brought into Africa the seeds of colonialism and 
Christianity which is now replaced by militancy and military dictatorship in the Nigerian 
soil. 

  
Purple Hibiscus is in many ways a postmodern work of fiction that sees the 

multiplicity of perspectives in its narration and structure. The narrator is a teenager and 
therefore the story becomes more admirable and realistic when said from an insider’s 
introspection. The narrative helps the narrator break the silence and give a powerful voice 
to the voiceless and subdued women in the context of gender, race and class. The novel is 
an embarked journey of a fractured psyche of a teenager who goes through maturity and 
self-realization. The novel, though begins on a Palm Sunday, manages to give a 
wholesome refection to the issues of Religious fanaticism, Domestic abuse, Post 
colonialism and Oppression. Silence is a recurrent theme in the novel with regard to the 
narrator as well. She is schooled in a best-in-class school but has no friends or foes and 
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therefore remains a loner. The novel is the only attempt to break her silence and vent her 
feelings. 
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