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Education is an ongoing process which is a pathway to progress. Education aids us to 
explore our own potentialities, cognition, insight, skill and competency etc.  It helps 
individual to make difference between right and wrong, justice and injustice, equality and 
inequality etc. Education assists one to be aware of issues related to the development of 
individual and society and it also facilitates to gain proficiency to tackle those issues. 
Education is an instrument of development, without it one cannot think about the 
advancement of the individual and society. There are some factors which can enhance 
education and some are can affect the educational outcomes. This paper aims to highlight 
the factor which is influencing the status of education of tea tribe children in tea garden 
of Assam. This paper is based on the review of literature and secondary source of data. 
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INTRODUCTION  

Assam is the largest tea plantation region in India, which contributes India to become the 
world’s second largest tea producer country. This contribution is made on the basis of the 
hardship of the tea plantation workers. Most of the tea garden workers are basically a 
group of migrant people, who comes from different caste, community, culture, religion, 
language etc. Amidst this diversity they group together and form a specific community 
name as “Tea Tribe” and become a part and parcel of the population of Assam. However 
the tea tribe community is lagging behind in the process of development.  They can be 
considered one of the marginalized or disadvantage group in the society(Assam Human 
Development Report, 2014).They are still deprived from the benefit of education. This 
paper attempts to throw light on some factors which are responsible for the low status of 
education of tea tribe children. This is based on the analysis of the review of literature in 
education of tea tribe children. 

Some factors which are responsible for low status of education of tea tribe children 
are given below- 

1. Poor socio-economic condition 
As per the Shyamal C., 2013; Ruma and Dipa 2014, Pradip Kurmi, 2014, 
reviewed that the parents' socioeconomic background determines that how extend 
their children get the opportunity education. Apart from the basic needs the 
children also have some requirements but due to parents poor status of income, 

Abstract 



Online International Interdisciplinary Research Journal, {Bi-Monthly}, ISSN 2249-9598, Volume-11, Issue-02, Mar-Apr 2021 

 

 
w w w . o i i r j . o r g                      I S S N  2 2 4 9- 9 5 9 8 

 
Page 45 

they fails to avail the facilities to their children.The sizes of the family have an 
impact on the education of the children.  The people dwelling in tea garden area 
do not have awareness about the family planning.  
The study conducted by the Dinesh and Amarjothi 2017, highlighted that 
income and expenditure is determine the human life. The tea plantation labourers 
are getting wages lower than other sector work. 
 In a study of J.A. Raja and V. krishnaveni(2017), also revealed that the tea 
plantation workers having low salary than the other sector. 
Another study done bySaikia.B (2009), revealed that the tea garden workers are 
being excluded from the Many special programmes are implemented in each state 
of the country for holistic development of rural India such as Prime Minister 
Rozgar Yojana (PMRY) scheme ,Sampoorna Grameen Rozgar Yojana, 
Indira Awas Yojana (IAY), Pradhan Mantri Gramodya Y ojana (Rural 
Shelter), Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY), etc 
 

2. Illiteracy of the tea garden workers 
In a study done byRajeshwari and P.Usha, 2014; Ruma and Dipa 2014, 
Bosumatari and goyari, 2013 has been reflected that most of the tea garden 
workers are illiterate.Parentsare the first teacher for their children. Until and 
unless the parents are literate, there is a difficulty to educate their children in a 
definite way. The New Policy on Education(1986) also indicates that “There 
cannot be educated people without educated woman.” In Assam tea garden the 
50% workers are male and 50 % workers are female. The factor Parents illiteracy 
has negatively affects the status of education of their children. the another study 
done by Purkayastha and Kalita 2016, notified that  “their illiteracy and 
ignorance are used as weapons by tea garden management to deprive them 
from basic amenity provided to them by government”. 
 

3. Lack of awareness regarding education 
In another study conducted by Gogoi 2102, was highlighted that there is a lack of 
consciousness regarding the importance of education in human life among the tea 
tribe people. Similarly the study done by Saikia 2016 revealed that the people 
living in tea garden area don’t have insight about the benefits of education. 
However, they don’t have realization that education is a powerful instrument 
which helps one to overcome any problems. 
 

4. Oversight Girl’s Education 
In a similar study conducted byGogoi, 2012,was deputed that poor attitude and 
belief of the parents towards education of their children is one of the important 
factors which is responsible for low status of education of tea tribe children. The 
parents are being regardless of promoting conducive environment for education of 
their children.Similarly a study conducted by Bosumotari and goyari 2013, 
highlighted that there is a negligence of girl’s education in the tea garden area of 
Assam.Moreover the household work totally imposed on the girl child and the 
elders who also take care oftheir younger siblingshave leads to low status of 
education of tea tribe children. 
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5. Lack of proper implementation of government plans  and policies : 
In a study ofBaishya, 2016 revealed the that there is a lack of proper 
implementation of government plans  and policies in the tea garden area of 
Assam.The tea garden communities are yet to depriving from government 
facilities such as health, sanitation and education.According to the 
Plantation Labour Act 1951 the tea garden management has the 
responsibility to provide the wages and amenities such as housing, 
drinking water, education, health care, child care etc but it is not 
implemented properly.  
 The another study conducted by Saikia 2009, unfolded that the student 
organizations Assam Tea Tribe Student Union ((ATTSA) and Assam 
Adivasi Student Association (AASA) are also demanding  a appropriate  
measures for their welfare by the tea garden managements and trade 
unions as  mention in the  amendment of the Plantation Labour Act, 1951 . 
But there is no substantial plan for their development. 

 
6. Violation of RTE ACT ,2009 

The Assam State Commission for Protection of Child Rights 
(ASCPCR) reported that 80% of the State’s tea garden has been violating 
the Right to Education (RTE) Act.It also revealed that majority of tea 
garden workers children go to factories and areinvolved in plucking tea 
leaves and some other work instead attending school.  The Right panel 
also reported that the tea garden workers children are deprived from basic 
education. The teachers who are appointed for the school also attended to 
other managerial works of the tea garden. And maximum teachers are 
untrained and under qualified.The education facility is only limited to 
primary level  and the ratio of pupil-teacher in the tea garden school is not 
in conformity with the RTE Act 2009. Most of the teachers and tea 
authorities have limited concerned about the education of the tea garden 
children. 

7. Inadequacy of  physical resources  

According to education section,14 rule 52 of the Assam plantation labour 
rules 1956, the employer provide and maintain a primary schools for 
imparting  education to the children and  the Rules 53 and 56 spell out the 
parameters for the construction of school building, spaces for 
playgrounds, norms for the pupil teacher ratio(PTR), qualifications for  
teachers, duration of curriculum, the standard  and syllabus of the course  
of instruction to be imparted in primary school.Under the study of 
Bosumotari and goyari 2013notified that most of the tea garden school 
is in worse condition. They highlighted that less number of primary and 
upper primary schools, more distance of school from tea garden, non 
availabilities of teaching leaning aids, poor transportation facility in the 
tea garden area becomes barriers in the field of education. Similarly the 
study done by  Purkayastha and Kalita 2016,revealed that  the tea 
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garden school lack in infrastructure facility  and shortage of teacher, 
which are responsible for the low status of education of the tea tribe 
children. 

8. Early marriages and childlabour 

In a study ofHazarika , 2012 ;Gogoi and handique , 2012 also reviewed 
thathe tea gardens of Assam raises issue such as early marriages, child 
labour and insecurity problem. Due to poor socio economic condition of 
the tea garden workers, they get marry their children in early age. They 
believed that early marriage of their children can reduce their burden and 
can solve their family problems .Therefore they don’t prefer to send their 
girl child in school. Some parents only give consideration on completing 
primary education. At the season of plucking leaves the children also 
involve in plucking tea leaves with their parents.Similarly aresearch done 
by the NGO (BBA, bachpanbachaoandolan) reported that children 
havegone missing from the tea garden ofAssam(Hindustan time , 2015) . 
A survey by an international NGO, alsoreported that increase incidence of 
Child Labour , Child Trafficking and Child Marriage  in the tea 
growing area of Assam, ( The North East Today, 2017) . 
 

9. Health  Issues 
 The study conducted by the Hazarika 2012, also revealed that the educational 
and health facilities provided to tea garden people either absent or inadequate. 
Moreover they suffer from diseases such as anemia allergy, gastro intestinal 
disorders etc. In yet another study done by Purkayastha and Kalita 
2016,highlighted that tea garden community be affected from numerous health 
issues and government hospital even sub – centers do not attend to health related 
problem.Similarly in a study Medhi, Hazarika and Mahanta, 2006, also 
reviewed that but the people living in tea garden area are suffering from 
malnutrition and deficiency. They also come across with the dangerous diseases 
such as Anemia, worm infection, skin problem, respiratory infection etc.  
In yet another study done by Bora and Das 2018reflected that the sanitation 
facilities among the tea tribe population were not satisfactory.  The government 
schemes related sanitation has not been reached among them properly. 
However, good health and wellbeing is also important factor which can promote 
education in optimum level. But there is an unavailability of amenities for 
maintaining sanitation and hygiene in the tea garden area which affect the 
education of tea tribe children. 

 
10. High rates of school dropout and poor academic performance 

According to Kothari commission (1964-66) “The destiny of India is being 
shaped in our classroom”. Hence school plays an important role to build the future 
of the nation by means of nurturing,educating, guiding and socializing the 
children.Unfortunately, school dropout and absenteeism become hindrance in this 
path, according to the study done by Saikia (2016) ,Gogoi and 
madhumitahandique (2012)The children living in tea garden area have high rate 
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of school dropout which become one of the important factor influencing  their 
education. They highlighted that tea tribe children are also lagging behind in area 
of Academic performance. 
 

Conclusion: 

Form the above discussion it can be concludedthat there are various factors which lead 
educational backwardness among the tea tribe children such as Poor socio-economic 
condition ( Shyamal C., 2013; Ruma and Dipa 2014, PradipKurmi, 2014), Illiteracy of 
the tea garden workers( Rajeshwari and P.Usha, 2014; Ruma and Dipa 2014, 
Bosumatari and goyari, 2013), Lack of awareness regarding education (Gogoi 2102, 
Saikia 2016), Oversight Girl’s Education (Gogoi 2012, Bosumotari and goyari 2013), 
Lack of proper implementation of government plans  and policies  (Baishya, 2016 
and Saikia 2009) , Violation of RTE Act ,2009 (1)and Plantation Labour act 
,Inadequacy of  physical resources (Purkayastha and Kalita 2016, Bosumotari and 
goyari 2013) Early marriages and child labour (Hazarika , 2012 ; Gogoi and handique , 
2012) Health issues ( Hazarika 2012, Bora and Das 2018), High rates of school 
dropout and poor academic performance (Saikia 2016 , Gogoi and 
madhumitahandique 2012). 

There is an urgentneed to develop awareness regarding education, rights, health and 
hygiene, preventive measures against diseases etc among the tea garden workers and their 
children. The above studies explore the fact that there is a gap between the government 
plan and policy and practice. The tea garden people are far away from the benefits of 
schemes and provisions related to their education and welfare. The government and tea 
garden authorities should give more consideration on the proper implementation of their 
schemes and provisions. 
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