
Online International Interdisciplinary Research Journal, {Bi-Monthly}, ISSN2249-9598, Volume-III, Issue-II, Mar-Apr 2013 

 

 
w w w . o i i r j . o r g                      I S S N 2 2 4 9- 9 5 9 8 
 

Page 180 

A Study of the Livelihood pattern of Carvers in Nanded District of 
Maharashtra (India) 

 
Asok Walekar 
Assistant Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru College of Social Work , CIDCO Rd., New 
Nanded, Maharashtra, India.  

 
 
 
The present study was undertaken to understand the livelihood pattern of the 

carvers, a small and marginalized farmer group in Nanded district of Maharashtra.  
 This group adopted sculpture work activity, constructing temples by using their 
indigenous skills and created a new opportunity for their livelihood in a crisis situation.  
Earlier, their adopted strategy was “voluntary” migration for coping and survival. Later 
on, it shifted into “Accumulative” for better remuneration and work environment. 
 The more interactions with the urban life and the better financial position has 
changed the authority of traditions and living style of carvers. It is found and resulted in 
the rise of the “dynamic generation” with a commercial attitude. 
 The event of change, opportunity, human capitals, strategies and constrains are 
discussed in this study.    

This is an empirical study, helpful to the human beings who constantly struggle to 
understand more about themselves and search a new way for better living. 

 
Introduction: 

The household is the basic economic decision making unit in rural society. 
Agriculture and allied activities support livelihoods of nearly 70% of India’s rural 
population. Understanding the livelihood systems of the poor is crucial for effective 
poverty reduction. Livelihoods of poor can never be understood in any one of the tracks 
of economic, social, technical, cultural, and political. The livelihood systems are made up 
of very diverse elements which-constitute the physical, economical, social and cultural 
universe wherein the families live (Hogger, 2006). Thus, the livelihood system is more 
than just a set of physico– economic. 
 In recent years, land based livelihood of small and marginal farmers is highly 
becoming unsustainable. Majority of the Indian farmers derive their livelihood from 
agriculture.  However their land has not been able to support the family’s food 
requirements and fodder for their cattle. As a result, rural households are forced to take 
up alternative means for supplementing their livelihoods.  
 Unprecedented number of farmer suicides, entry of  big corporate houses entering 
into retail business, land allocation for special economic zones, boom in information 
technology and IT enabled services, zero growth rate in employment are among many 
such events that needs introspection.  

Both stability and change are necessary in human life. People can not live and 
grow plan or produce, unless they are  part of a social system that offers them a certain 
level of predictability. There must be a pattern of life on which people can depend certain 
stability and certain limits to change.  

 

Abstract 
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Research Methodology:    
A. The statement of problem:  
“A study of the livelihood pattern of the carvers”. Many people earn their livelihood by 
adopting different types of occupations. A glance at the modern urban or rural life reveals 
that means of livelihood which neither come directly under the purview of industry nor 
agriculture, but most of which they are rendering services essential to maintain a certain 
standard of living. These occupations are the result of the economic development in of 
the country and their position fluctuates with the changes in the standard of living of the 
populace. 
 India is known for its cultural diversity and plurality of language, ethnicity and 
religion, which are in fact rooted in the interplay of its geography and the historical 
forces. India is a cultural cauldron where the different racial groups have mingled to 
produce a composite culture and a variety of complex social formations. 
  Beliefs and values have an emotional quality; values are neither rational nor based 
on knowledge. They are articles of faith-things preferred rather than things known.  
  A carver is one of the primitive groups of the society. They are mostly in the 
sculpture work like constructing temples. Though, their activities are mainly confined to 
religious base. They are familiar by services all over the country. Their skillful services 
are required in the large number in the urban communities. The increasing demand of the 
constructing temples in urban areas and their response towards new opportunities 
suggested to conducting a micro level study to explore their changing pattern of 
livelihood. 
B. Objectives of the study: 

1. To explore the livelihood pattern of the carvers. 
2. To understand how they perceive opportunities for change. 
3. To find out the strategies which they adopted for their livelihood. 

C. Area of the Study: 
The present study is conducted in the Malakoli village which is well known as “shilpkars 
village”, which is situated on the state high way Nagpur-Nanded– Pune road. This ideal 
village is 50 km away from Nanded District. Totally, the land parcels in the village are 
unirrigated. They rarely own large parcels of land and a quarter of them are landless. 70% 
households of the village are engaged in the sculpturing work as the main non- farm 
economic activity.  
 The village is well connected by the roads. It has all basic facility like education 
facility, health facilities, electricity facility and social securities. Hindu, Muslim and 
Boudh communities are living together peacefully. Hindu religion community is 
dominant, Boudh religion is in second number and Muslims are very few.  
D. Sampling and data collection:   

The number of 50 household was selected through a random sampling method to 
take a historical review. A detailed discussion was held with five selected cases keeping 
in view the profile of the respondents, The primary sources of data like interview 
schedule and observation tool is used. The over all information is collected through group 
discussion, interview & observation techniques.  
Historical back ground of the village: 

In 1980’s most of the people were working as small, marginalized farmers and 
agriculture labours. 70% people were daily wage earners. If they did not work for one 
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day then they would not able to get food for next day. There was surviving on hand to 
mouth. Only five families were in the village that supports the poor people by providing 
food securities for their livelihood. The pattern of the consumption was traditional. 
People were consuming the staple food. There was lack of information and social net 
working. Thus, it was very difficult to search the new resources for their livelihood. 
People were enjoying the life with limited food securities and coping the demands of 
livelihood. Peoples did not have any additional work. They were consuming their leisure 
time in conducting religious based activities.  
A  reconstruction of “Bara Jotirlinga” Temple :  

One day, the village people decided to reconstruct the old Bara Jotirlinga  
Temple. But the Question was there, who will reconstruct (built) the temple?. People 
collected some foods, raw material and money on charity base. They found out a person 
who was ready to accept this work.  Mr. Sopan Shur was  basically a carpenter and 
interested in carving sculpture work on wood material. It was the first time in the life of 
Mr.Shur accepted the reconstruction work of temple with changing the raw material 
instead of wood. Beliefs, values and ideology imply a usual preference for certain means, 
ends and condition of life often being accompanied by strong feeling.  Mr. Shur had 
successfully completed the reconstruction work of the temple. Along with some selected 
persons who participated full time during the construction, they learned and developed 
their indigenous skills. It become a chance of event to change towards development. In 
all human societies, chance/events occur. Some of these chance events may be great 
opportunities. These chance events may involve natural forces, unforeseen discoveries, 
unforeseen consequences of plans gone awry or international developments such 
unexpected events may very well create a crisis and result in the disruption of previously 
patterned relationship. They demand new and different ways of coping and thus, they 
operate to push individual towards change.  
Sustainable livelihood approach : 

 It is learn that the local environment of work culture, the great importance of 
customs and traditions are helping them to feel a part of whole. Such things offer them a 
sense of mutual support, personal scarifies and hard work to maintain their livelihood. 
Such values are impelling emotional support and tradition of a sense of continuity. This 
was an opportunity to the people to empower them to built their another path of 
livelihood. People realized to access their human, social and physical assets and their 
ability to put these to productive use, focus on poverty reduction intervention. 
The livelihood approach was based on conceptual frame work:  

As common element in the history of migration and the location as a consequence 
of the push created by a lack of employment opportunities at home and the pull from 
work availability else where.  But different migration streams have evolved differently 
for different groups of people.  

The local environment is found very fruitful in preserving and transforming the 
skills and knowledge of sculpturing work from first generation to next generation. There 
is a practical approach at various levels & it follows the instructor-learner relationship. 
There is large scope for new learners. It is found that 100-200 new learners are added per 
year in this profession for their livelihood. 
The following things are observed during study :                                                               
There is no co-relation between cast and sculpting work. 80% new comers adopted 
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coping strategy at time of entry level into the profession. 60% Hindu, 30 % Boudh and 10 
% Muslim people are engaged in this work. It is observed that, such community people 
are associated and are working together. The shilpkars are professionally divided into 
three classes 1) Contractor shilpkar 2) Skill shilpakar 3) Bet begar (new learners as semi 
skilled worker). 

The income is co-related with their role and duties which they are performing in 
over all assignment of work. Bet Begars (New Learners), they are paid Rs. 300-500 
hundred as daily wage workers. Skilled shilpkar are paid on the contract basis usually 
they earn 70-80 thousand rupees. in a one trip of three months duration. The lodging and 
boarding facility is providing free of cost by the contractor shilpkar during work at work 
place. The average annual income of the contractor shilpakar is up to Rs. 15 To 20 lacs. 

The information is collected through group discussion and it is found that, Rs. 1.5 
to 2.00 crs.  comes per month through this profession in a village.  Ultimately, It helps to 
the local market of the area. The pattern of consumption is based on produced and 
purchased food.  

The contractor shilpkars have two wheelers and four wheeler vehicles for their 
transporting and rendering services all over the country. Transporting and advertising are 
the main heads of their expenditure. There childrens are taking better education in best 
institutions. At present, their belief and values are based on religious base. 80% Shilpkars 
have no habits such as consumption of alcohol and any drugs. They are pure vegetarian.  
They think that these things are essential to maintain their profession sound and sacred. 
They are enjoining their life style as modern.  
Opportunities:  

Earlier, the shilpkars were fully engaged in the construction of temples. Design 
and type of sculpture and customers (mostly the trusts) were nearly same. Their demand 
was traditional pattern of sculpturing. At present, customers are 80% trust, 10 % 
industrialist / businessmen and 10% private parties. Ultimately, their demands are 
different, the designs, types of art/sculpture are also changed. Even the raw material is 
also changed according to their demands. Some times it becomes a challengeable task 
(the height of temple is up to 165ft). It is learnt that the shilpkars are accepting this 
chances as opportunities with their strong confidence based on indigenous skills and 
knowledge. They are constructing hemad panthi temples, statues in garden, various 
statues, cement wood work sculpture and vrandavan in house. Their sculpture work is 
extended in deferent areas. 
Constraints :  

It is found that the knowledge of marketing, advertising, newly changing 
technical innovations, the nature and type of raw material and their using methods, 
knowledge of deigning and its systematic estimates are the problems which face the 
shilpkars. 
Adopted strategies for livelihood:  

It is now recognized that migration is a part of the normal livelihood strategy of 
the poor (MC Dowell and D, Hann, 1997) and does not occur only during times of 
emergency or distress. There are different explanations for the motivation that people to 
migrate. Carver people have undertaken different types of migrations in their life.  

In 1980’s, voluntary  strategy:-  Shilpkars were going into neighboring districts 
for performing their sculpture work and just promoting it  on the charity base. The main 
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aim was to learn more & built the confidence strong. No commercial attitude was there. 
The charity income collected through this work partially helped to their livelihood. 
Coping strategy : 

In 1990’s, the shilpkars had undertaken migration as a copying strategy for 
additional work/income. It took place when the work of harvesting Kharif crops in the 
village is over. This coping strategy was because of the worsening situation of dry land 
agriculture created by drought- crop failure and unemployment.  
Accumulative strategy:  

From 2002, the carver people migrate for better remuneration or a better work 
environment or opportunity to use skills or acquire new skills. We observed that there is a 
continues transition between the different types. At the every stage of migration from 
voluntary to accumulative, the socio-economic and cultural pattern is influenced. It is 
found that there is a co-relationship between income and migration. There is a evidence 
that migration can reduce poverty. It is seen that there is co-relationship between the level 
of migration and standard of living. 
Conclusion:  

The aim of this study was to find out the changing pattern of the livelihood of 
carvers and to make a historical, theoretical and empirical analysis of such community. It 
is concluded that in all human societies, chance, opportunities and events occur. In such a 
study, how cavers perceived it as affecting their standard of living and they proved it that 
human beings are capable of living in many diverse environments and surviving in very 
difficult societal structures. It is found that local innovative environment, strong feelings 
and their confidence to face the events push towards change with just the support of 
empowering the indigenous skills and knowledge of the poor. 

While the benefits of globalization process have largely accrued to the urban 
sectors growth, the rural sector has been left behind. It is essential to promote the local 
innovative and supportive environment to capture the emerging market for livelihood 
security of the poorer. 

An integrated and holistic approach to poverty eradication efforts is crucial to 
enhance the life of poor.   
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