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Idealism is the ancient western philosophy. Idealism lays special emphasis on 

spirituality and considers it the ultimate existence. Idealists have divided the world into 
two parts: physical or material world and spiritual world. Idealist attaches more 
importance to thought than matter. According to them, idea, and not matter, is true and 
real.  As the oldest philosophical movement known to mankind, Idealism is a system that 
stresses the greatest importance of mind, soul, or spirit indicating that its central belief 
emphasizes the 'human spirit' as the most fundamental constituent in the person's life. 
Idealism is the metaphysical and epistemological doctrine that ideas or thoughts make up 
fundamental reality. Essentially it is any philosophy which argues that the only thing 
actually knowable is consciousness whereas we never can be sure that matter or anything 
in the outside world really exists thus the only the real things are mental entities not 
physical things which exist only in the sense that they are perceived. A broad definition 
of idealism could include many religious viewpoints although an idealistic viewpoint 
need not necessarily include God, supernatural beings or existences after death. In 
general parlance, “idealism” is also used to describe a person’s high ideals the word 
“ideal” is also commonly used as an adjective to designate qualities of perfection, 
desirability and excellence. In this article author describe relevance of Idealism in 
Education in the Emerging Indian  
           Society.  
KEYWORDS: Idealism, Emerging India, Indian society, Education, Philosophy and 
Cultural heritage.  
 
Introduction  

Idealism is the philosophical theory that maintains that the ultimate nature of 
reality is based on mind or ideas. It holds that the so-called external or real world is 
inseparable from mind, consciousness, or perception. Idealism is any philosophy which 
argues that the only things knowable are consciousness or the contents of consciousness; 
not anything in the outside world, if such a place actually exists. In short, the main tenant 
of idealism is that ideas and knowledge are the truest reality. Many things in the world 
change, but ideas and knowledge are enduring. Idealism was often referred to as idea-
ism. Idealists believe that ideas can change lives. The most important part of a person is 
the mind. It is to be nourished and developed. The idealists also assert that truly 
disciplined persons have a sense of order. In a child’s education, discipline is a mutual 
responsibility of the home and the school. Together, parents and teachers are to cultivate 
habits of cleanliness, neatness, orderliness, punctuality, courtesy, obedience and 
accuracy. As students imitate their teacher, they too are expected to develop a sense of 
order and perspective though it is difficult for any teacher in the modern Indian society to 
fit into the exciting role. A teacher with idealistic philosophy should come to the teaching 
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profession to humanize the educative process of modern Indian. Idealism has much 
influence on education. Several transformations have occurred in the world in the 
meanwhile, several schools of thought have taken birth and they influenced education in 
their own unique way, but education is still influence   

Platonic idealism  
It is usually refers to Plato’s theory of forms or doctrine of ideas, the exact 

philosophical meaning of which is perhaps one of the most disputed questions in higher 
academic philosophy. Plato held the realm of ideas to be absolute reality.  

According to Plato, people should concern themselves primarily with the search 
for truth. Because truth is perfect and eternal, it cannot be found in the world of matter, 
which is imperfect and constantly changing. Mathematics demonstrates that eternal truths 
are possible. 

Plato’s method was the dialectic method - all thinking begins with a thesis; as 
exemplified in the Socratic dialogues. Its main doctrine is that the objects of our thoughts 
constitute the ultimate and eternal reality. The reality is physically perceive is but a 
shadow of that. Plato’s argument that the real world is the same as the world of ideas 
played a great role in the later development of western religion. Some critics hold Plato 
argued that truth is an abstraction. In other words, we are urged to believe that Plato's 
theory of ideas is an abstraction, divorced from the so-called external world, of modern 
European philosophy; despite the fact Plato taught that ideas are ultimately real and 
different from non-ideal things. 
Relevance of Idealism in Education in the Emerging Indian Society 

According to idealists, the best education teaches how to taste the qualities of 
Satyam,Shivam and Sundaram. They opine that the cultural qualities are the ultimate and 
most sublime truth, so it is necessary to give special emphasis to these qualities.  

Lofty Aims of Education 

 The philosophy of idealism is relevant to the education in the emerging Indian 
society as it provides quite a few lofty aims of education as self-realization, education for 
humanization, development of personality, harmony of man and nature, realization of 
truth, beauty and goodness and realization of heaven upon earth. 

Methods of Education  

Regarding teaching methods, idealists have opined that no teaching method is 
good enough. They consider themselves as the determiners of teaching methods. In this 
context, Butler has written, “Idealists consider themselves creators and determiners of 
methods, not devotees of some one method.”  Socrates emphasized on questioning 
method, Plato on Dialogue method, Aristotle on Inductive and Deductive methods, Hegel 
on Logical method, Herbart on Instructional methods, Froebel on play – way in 
education, and Pestalozzi has laid emphasizes on Practice and Repetition methods.       

Position of the Teacher 
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 Ross has written, “The naturalist may be content with briars but the idealist wants 
fine roses. So the education by his efforts the educand who is developing according to the 
laws of his nature to attain levels that world otherwise be denied to him.   

The famous idealist, Froebel has explained the importance of a teacher and said that 
school is like garden, pupil a delicate plant and teacher  a skilled gardener. As a plant is 
grown by the inner laws of its growth , in the same manner, a child is developed by his 
inner laws.  

The position of teacher in the idealist scheme of education is focal. The teacher is 
described by the idealists as a ‘co-worker with God in perfecting man’, spiritual 
heritage’, ‘a protector of mind- the highest form of existence in the cosmos’;  ‘a maker of 
democracies’, ‘an apostle of peace and progress’ and ‘a compendium of all virtues’. He is 
to be the model of knowledge and values that the students of the emerging Indian society 
can imitate. He should be able to integrate his life harmoniously.  

Prof. Horne has seen a teacher as a personal friend. According to him, teacher 
awakens in a child the desire to learn, and a teacher is helpful in attaining perfection in 
man or setting up an ideal system.  

According to idealist, a teacher presents special environment for the mental 
perfection of a child in his education, he influences a child bu his idelas, guides him and 
motivates him for the value of Satyam,Shivam and Sundaram and assists a child in taking 
complete control over the environment.  

Self-discipline 

 The idealists lay emphasis on self-discipline. They believe that human behavior 
should have internal control rather than such external controls as praises and 
punishments. They advocate that freedom cannot be enjoyed without self-discipline. The 
contemporary educationists of India unanimously accept the need for freedom and 
discipline and agree that self-discipline alone can make the school and college campus 
quiet and peaceful. 

The famous idealist Frobel has written, “Control over the child was so exercised through 
a knowledge of his interest and by expression of love and sympathy. Thus , idealist 
favour impressionistic discipline.  

 The educated person, according to the idealist’s values criterion, would be polite 
and courteous in social behavior, respects society’s moral codes and realizes that 
civilized progress requires discipline and perseverance. This particular idea of discipline 
is quite relevant for modern education in India 

Thomas and Lang have said, “Freedom is the cry of the naturalists while discipline is that 
of the idealists.   

Preservation of Cultural Heritage 
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 Some of the conservative and traditional ideas of the idealist are also relevant to 
modern Indian education. This philosophy seeks to preserve the cultural heritage of the 
past by transmitting it to children, the immature members of the society, so that they 
continue and extend Indian culture into the future. A great priority is placed on studying 
and learning systematically organized bodies of knowledge and on cultivation of socially 
acceptable standards of behavior. 

Emphasis on Moral Development 

 The emerging Indian society is passing through a very critical period. Thinkers 
everywhere in the country lament at the general loss of moral character. The most 
important need today is the development of moral character. It is idealism in education 
which can educate the people to develop a moral sense of their own. 

Integrated Curriculum 

 A new type of arrangement of curriculum has been proposed by the idealists in 
terms of four interrelated general areas of study directed towards the development of a 
total personality. They are (i) the universal dimension which helps the people to know 
about the physical and organism aspects of world (ii) the civilization dimension which 
includes the study of social sciences (iii) the culture dimension which emphasizes on the 
study of philosophy, history, art and religion and (iv) the personality dimension, which 
touches the physical, physiological, emotional and intellectual aspects of human life. 
Such a dynamic and liberal curriculum is quite relevant for modern Indian education.  

 The idealists organize the curriculum carefully. Those subjects that contain the 
greatest intellectual and value possibilities are given priority over those that are more 
technical and vocational. In deciding what should be included and what should be 
excluded from the curriculum, Idealists have been guided by wisdom. In terms of subject 
matter, they emphasis reading and writing as necessary tools in comprehending the 
cultural legacy. Arithmetic is a tool for sharpening reasoning. History and geography 
provide a perspective into temporal and spatial relationships. History also portrays the 
records of mankind’s past accomplishments. The biographies of great men and women 
can be used as models for imitation by the young. Language and literature both, one’s 
own vernacular and those of foreign origins as well, are useful in understanding and 
expressing the cultural inheritance. The preferred works of literature are selected 
carefully as both literary and moral examples that can be imitated by students. While 
science has a place in the idealist curriculum, it should be treated conceptually and 
related deliberately to the humanistic dimension of education. For the Idealist, the 
subjects of the curriculum should be organized separately and carefully and presented 
through systematically written books that stand as compendiums of mankind’s recorded 
knowledge. 

 The curriculum designers of the emerging Indian society can reconstruct the 
curriculum on the basis of the above stated ideas of the idealists.  

Idealism has exerted considerable influence on religion. For example, Judaism and 
Christianity include many beliefs that fit into idealist thinking.  
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Criticisms 

 Idealism is criticized for its aims. The critics say that the educational aims 
propounded by idealism are abstract.  The critics of Idealism contend that it is too 
abstract and vague to be of real use in the field of education. They argue that its 
objectives can be neither specified nor verified empirically. Many of its claims while 
inspirational cannot be used to guide practice. Further the critics allege that idealism is 
too oriented to the past and does not relate effectively to contemporary problems or to 
future directions in education. Idealism has attached much importance to teacher, and 
least to child. In their view, a teacher occupies the prominent place and a child the 
secondary place. The outlook of idealism in the field of teaching method is not scientific. 
However, the mere criticism against the school does not detract anything from the values 
of idealism as a distinct contributor to educational thought.  

Summary  

 Animals have no religion or morality; they do not write scriptures. They do not 
have any channel of education-formal, informal or not-formal. They do not enact codes 
of laws; they do not establish states with politicians, police forces, courts and jails to see 
that the laws are obeyed. They do not have any political, economic or religious ideologies 
to indoctrinate others. They are not troubled, as man is by the problems of what to do 
about sin, about evil, about crime and corruption. They are born with instincts which take 
care of all their problems. Man on the other hand is not born with such instincts which 
will solve the problems of his life. He is the best creation of God and his life has two 
aspects. One biological, which he inherits and the other sociological or cultural which he 
acquires. It is the acquired characteristics of man which put him trebled waters. If he 
acquires ‘ideal education’, he becomes humanized and learns to live and act like a normal 
human being. Wrong education leads him to animalization. The modern materialistic 
culture is more destructive of human life than even the most warlike and the most savage 
of its predecessors. At this critical moment, idealism is the only potential force in the 
philosophical domain to work as a panacea for all our moral, aesthetic, social and 
spiritual ills. Its importance in the modern materialistic world cannot be overemphasized. 
And man with woes and sufferings in this modern world will surely turn to this system of 
moral upliftment and mental peace, if the aims of education according to the philosophy 
of idealism are achieved. Education in the emerging Indian society should put more 
emphasis on this philosophy of education to enable the present as well as the oncoming 
generation to live and act like normal human beings. 
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