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Bharati Mukherjee an orthodox Indian immigrant, tired of boundations runs from her 
home town Hasnapur Punjab to America, Cannada and then to Iowa for emotional, 
psychological and sexual freedom. She is filled with fire of cultural, sexual and racial 
biased on women and she exploded the behavior faced by them at the hands of men. 
Mukherjee broken all the code and conventions for changing herself from innocent to 
experienced modern woman by throwing light to the custom based women so that they 
can unchained themselves and come out in a bright light where man is not superior to 
woman. Jasmine changing her name like Jase, Jane, Kali means to give birth to another 
woman for the cause of equal right in each and every corner of the world. Indian expatrait 
in America faces the cruelty by white on color change, forces with the help of character 
like Jasmine rooting the rootless especially in North America. 
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Introduction: Bharati Mukherjee, being a feminist, diasporaic, and questful writer of 
modern era who tried to attain the status of equality of women at par with men by facing 
lot of toils to become economically independent for this reason she went to America and 
Cannada in order to quench her thirst. Edward in his diary in 1987 at Badagni in 
Australia has rightly said that, “He who crosses the ocean may change the skies above 
him but not the color of his soul”(167). It means that Bharati Mukherjee is having more 
hunger or fire in the belly to explain the cultural differences in the world where women 
are facing too much when they are within or outside the country. She writes in her novel 
Jasmine the real scenario when she said; “the villagers say when a clay pitcher breaks, 
you see that the air inside is same as outside. Jasmine the heroine of the novel begins her 
journey from Hasnapur passing through varied, fearful and adventurous experience 
finally looking forward to a future in the west towards realization of the social and 
spiritual dimensions of existence. 

 Joyti Vijh-Jasmine-Jase-Jane and even Kali  are the various names adopted by the 
protagonist of Bharati Mukherjee’s third novel Jasmine. A simple peasant girl from 
Hasnapur Punjab, Joyti becomes Jasmine when she marries with Prakash, a modern city 
man who believing in trashing traditions and declares without any hesitation that there is 
no room in modern India for feudalism. Joyti thinks Prakash as Professor Higgins who 
can break, “Joyti I’d been in Hasnapur and make a new kind of women. To break of the 
past, he gave me a new name; Jasmine…….Joyti, Jasmine: I shuttled between 
identities.”(177) An identity change which begins thus continues for jasmine when 
stunned by the sudden and brutal killing of her husband by terrorists; she decides to fulfill 
his dream and visit the U.S Bred in traditional rural India, her mission now is to reach a 
University campus in Florida, lie down on his new, unworn suit and comit Sati. As Half 
Face says, “geting your ass kicked halfway around the world just to burn a suit. I never 
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heard such a fool notion.”(114). As a girl she was almost strangled to death so that her 
parents can avoid later problems of marriage and dowry and find herself as lonely 
widow’s intolerable. She sees her friend comit Sati rather than choose to live as a widow 
in rural Punjab. For this reason she wanted to travel to the U.S.A at any cost with forged 
documents with underworld travelling companion, raped by scared stranger in an 
unknown motel etc. Talking on the dreaded form of Kali, biting her own tongue to blood 
ooze out, she kill him in a demonic fashion. She then sets an example to face the world 
and the country of her dreams. Travelling the length and breadth of U.S.A- Professorji, 
Lillian Gordon, Wylie and Taylor and then Bud and Du remain her family members at 
different stages of her life. Jasmine says;  

“I have had a husband for each women I’ve been Prakash for Jasmine, Taylor for 

Jase, Bud for Jane, Half Face for Kali,” 

 The expatriate faces the dilemma that will be able to come back to our home and hope 
that we will be able to merge again in their own culture as the new land. They change 
names, clothes even partners in the case of Jasmine. She runs off with one man when she 
was pregnant with another man’s child. Jasmine says, “ I had been reborn”-a total change 
from girls of Punjab. This concept of rebirth in one life is repeatedly used by Mukherjee 
in this novel. By referring towards the saint Kabir well known couplet that water mingles 
with water proves wrong as she had faces the same fate as she has in the beginning. 
Though U.S welcome all the immigrants to irrespective of caste, color sex or creed where 
Jasmine faces no discrimination but her identity remain in her nerves to get her status. 

 Notwithstanding the strength and resolve of Jasmine’s character, her transit is full of 
danger, challenges and nearly insurable. Inspite of grasping the control and idea she 
strongly nourished by the society in which she is born. This condition expert her to 
disguise her true self most of the time and live according to the image made by others. 
She counters with the disclosure of her “unconventional ambition”:  

I said, “ I went to a doctor set up my own clinic in a big town”. Like the mostached 

Doctor in the bazaar clinic, I wanted to scrape off cataracts, fit plastic leg on the stam 

Stamps, work back of the dictionary: The girl is mad”(P.51). 

 The sign of madness which is in fact the opening of an authoritarian figure demanding 
conformity that does not deny joyti from responding to a small dream of working to 
achieve a little from this by falling in love and marrying with Prakash who wants to break 
down Joyti. He gives me a new name Jasmine. Jasmine also takes a close look at her 
husband’s desiring ambition followed by the realization that she too can fight to nullify 
the dreaded prediction made by astrologer. She wanted to flee from the existing place and 
likes to live in another world with man so as to cancel the fate made by Him. Jasmine 
attempts to mould her destiny and make it a base for her inner quest to achieve her aim. 
This brought forceful in her mind soon after the murder of Prakash but her strong will 
surfaces to the adversity and helps her restructuring her mission with single minded with 
her zest and zeal to get her success in near future. 
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 At this point of journey of Jasmine’s life that there are two types of struggles which 
clearly indicates as an important part of the “mission” she likes to dedicate her energy. 
Though this mission is not very impressive in its visionary rather it is the association with 
a wife’s sacred duty to the memory of her dead husband adds value to it. And from the 
journey of America she fulfill her mission emerges her inward quest, a process of 
unfolding the self. The two important journeys help her to define, “what a girl from 
swampy backwater could accomplish”. (160) 

 The new phase of dawn comes in the career of Bharati Mukherjee when she talk about 
immigrants lives but her vision was totally changed representing uproot and re-rooting in 
a new world of north America. Her obsessive theme is based on decisive shift from the 
‘dark’ phase of ‘expatraite’ writing to the ‘bright’ phase of ‘immigrant’ writing. Despite 
odd against her, she gets assimilated successfully into the American culture. She changes 
herself in order to change the world around. Jasmine becomes Mukherjee’s ‘objective 
correlative’ for the assimilation ideology. 

 Born with a special mission in life and with an innate ability to survive, Jasmine casts 
aside the gloom of widowhood. Widowhood in Indian context is not good who have lost 
their husbands. A widow is initiated into a new life style through various rituals like 
removing of ornaments including the mangal sutra, breaking the bangles, erasing the 
tilak, swathing the body with white sari and the head systematically de-sex a woman and 
strip her of ‘self’ hood. Jasmine raises her voice against the system and said, “if God had 
sent sukhi to kill my husband, then I renounce God. I spit on God”(98). Mukherjee 
equates transformation with reincarnation. In Hindu philosophy a soul is reborn as many 
as seven times. One’s birth is determined by Karma of one’s previous life. Karma is the 
collective deeds of the past. Deeds in the previous birth decide the nature of our next 
birth. Mukherjee uses the broken pitcher again and again to emphasis the rebirth of Joyti 
time and again. 

 Violence continued to haunt the Jasmine in the west also. Sukhwinder Singh shatters the 
idyllic burgeoning of Taylor-Duff-Jasmine family. The beautiful country side of Baden is 
marred by violence. Even the course of the farmer’s life in Baden is shattered by suicide, 
murder and maiming. Harlan Kroener, a frustrated farmer maims Bud and kills himself. 
Darrel hangs himself half eaten by his own pigs. Du the adopted son of Bud and Jasmine 
comes from a background of violence. The acute awareness of violence is the strongest 
band between Du and Jasmine. The only difference between Du and Jasmine is their 
approach to violence is that Du embraces and inhabits the world of violence but does 
become a part of it whereas Jasmine is a tornado and she leaves a trial of destruction 
behind. Pitaji dies, Masterji is killed brutally and Prakash is slain. Bud is maimed and 
Darrel kills himself. Thus violence is the keyword and the leitmotif in Mukherjee’s 
Jasmine. 

Victory against these odds would mean exchanging one set of assumption for another 
before they have a chance to disintegrate. This requires radically new idea about the 
pattern of reality. As Jasmine says, “There are no harmless, compassionate ways to 
remark oneself. We murder who we were so we can rebirth ourselves in the images of 
dreams”.(29) so the perceptions and interpretations change even if the basic faith remain 
unaltered. 
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 Thus the Lahori friends gives consolation to Joyti’s grief stricken widow mother  in the 
words, “The Lord lends us a body, gives us an assignment and sends us down when we 
get the job done, the Lord calls us home again for the next assignment,”(59). The words 
Joyti hears from the Lahori friend give rise to train of thoughts which she translate into 
words charged with existential immediacy later and in the process she achieves a change 
in consciousness. Another method of transforming consciousness is by the positive use of 
will which find meaningful culmination in action. In Jasmine case, this process starts 
with her decision to travel to America and continues through the numerous encounters in 
the new place. From Half Face, through Lillian Goron, Professorji Kate, Taylor and 
Willie Hayes to Mother Ripplemeyer and Bud  she passes through painful transformation 
finally making a resolve, “I want to do the right thing,”(239) where ‘want’ implies the 
exercise of will and ‘do’ to translate it into action. 

Doing the right things usually implies “self effacing”, in the culture which has given birth 
to Joyti. But for a future worth pursuing, in a different environment, self assertion is the 
key to unlock the large amount of hidden potential. Jasmine has used all quest of power 
to a right direction and utilizes it by making up her mind to escape from constrictive 
stereotype rules. In this exercise of will lies also the germ of a fruit culmination of 
Jasmine spiritual quest. 

  Carol P. Christ‘s told about the women fiction that woman’s social quest concern’s 
struggle to gain respect, equality and freedom in society. In the social quest a woman 
begins in alienation from the human community and seeks new modes of relationship and 
action in the society. But as far as jasmine’s struggle is concerned to establish herself in 
society, the “dowryless fourteen year old” Joyti develops into a pretty lady with delicate 
taste”. As a matter of fact these goals of Jasmine’s social quest imply also the subject of 
spiritual search. Her belief, “we are just shells of same absolute”(15) is the source of her 
significant relationship with most of the people she encounters and the situation in which 
she encounters them. Bharati Mukherjee‘s Jasmine sums as an ambition of woman 
engaged in a serious quest for values is rewarding. For Being an important burning topic 
for contemporary writers is in the chain of “New Literature” that is written at present by 
women and about women. In its popularity lies the validity of the struggle it indicates that 
such a literature generates.  

Conclusion: In Jasmine Bharati Mukherjee discard the third person narration used in The 
Tiger’s Daughter and Wife and prefers to use first person narration. She seized on 
immigration as an opportunity to depict the heroic endeavor on the part of the female 
protagonist to rediscover themselves. She also utilizes it to seek for the writer in her 
release from constrictive social and cultural restraints in the mother land in custom bound 
India. Her novels deal with the people who have left their home land for various reasons 
and who have landed in U.S.A with hope, ambition and the resolve to turn over a new 
leaf. The stage is set for feminine perspectives in a nation to characterized by such quest 
by most of the people on a collective scale for it is not for nothing, that the U.S.A has 
been dubbed a ‘country of country’ and a ‘disolving pot’’ as part of the eternity. Search 
for indentity and individuality become a predictable concomitant in such scenario. We 
can witness the on-going quest from ‘expatriation’ to ‘immigration’in Bharati 
Mukherjee’;s writing  as her major concern in the life of South-Asian immigrants in 
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U.S.A And Cannada which encounters the problems of ‘acculturation’ and ‘assimilation’. 
Thus we find that the heroine like Jasmine has faced pains, miseries, loneliness, 
rootlessness and bordem who have gone to America for fulfilling the demand of dream of 
freedom and happiness on the basis of money. Money can purchase things, comforts but 
not each and every thing like love and pleasure which Jasmine is lacking in each and 
every step by becoming an immigrant.                      
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