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Human rights are based on the principle of respect for the individual. Their 
fundamental assumption is that each person is a moral and rational being who deserves to 
be treated with dignity. They are called human rights because they are universe; Whereas 
nations or specialized groups enjoy specific rights that apply only to them, human rights 
are the rights to which everyone is entitled—no matter who they are or where they live—
simply because they are alive. At this juncture, let have a look at the issue of fundamental 
rights and human rights. Sometimes fundamental and human rights do overlap as the 
latter serves as foundation to the former. The issue of context   cannot   be   removed   in   
the determination of fundamental rights but human rights enjoy a sort of universal 
context. 
Human Rights at Risk - @ World Stage 

The rise of populist leaders in the USA, Europe and elsewhere poses a dangerous 
threat to basic rights protections 
� Propaganda      operations      that denigrate   legal   standards   directly challenge 

the laws and institutions. 
� Blatant Islamophobia and shameless demonizing of refugees have become the 

currency of an increasingly assertive politics of intolerance. 
� A polarizing us-versus-them rhetoric has moved from the political fringe to the 

mainstream in Europe and USA. 
� In  the   US.  Trump’s   presidential campaign is a vivid illustration of the politics 

of intolerance. 
� The rise of leaders and parties that reject universal rights has put the post-war 

human rights system at risk. 
# Donald Trump 

2.3 million people are behind bars in the USA, the largest reported jailed 
population in the world. Mr. Trump promised to build Mexican wall; teach a lesson to 
Blacks, Muslims & all others who hurt Americans. 
# Vladimir Putin 

150 NGOs have been designated foreign agents by the Kremlin. 
# Rodrigo Duterte 

President Duterte has promised to kill tens of thousands - and on one occasion 
millions - of  people involved in the drugs trade. Almost 100 days after Rodrigo Duterte 
became president of the Philippines, a wave of unlawful killings has already claimed 
more than 3,000 lives, shattering progress on human rights in Philippines. 
# Xi Jinping 

Under the harsh, doctrinaire rule of Chinese Communist Party Secretary Xi Jinping 
who ascended to the top of the Party in late 2012, human rights violations became the 
order of the day. 10-year prison term was given to democracy activists Lu Gengsong and 
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Chen Shuqing for ‘subversion’. 
# Recep Tayyip Erdogan 

1,00,000 public officials and civil servants have been dismissed or suspended since 
the failed coup 
General 

� Just eight individuals, all men, own as much wealth as the poorest half of the 
world’s population – Oxfam reports on 16.1.17. 

� 76% of hospitals in Venezuela have severe shortages of basic medicines 
� 4,67,800 Muslims of Central African Republic have sought refuge in neighboring 

countries due to civil war. 
� In Ethiopia, at least 75 journalists have fled into exile since 2010. 
�   More than 80% of the Yemen’s 20 million people need humanitarian assistance. 
� In Syria, the hot-spot of today’s international politics, 60 lakh people have been 

internally displaced by was and 48 lakh refugees sought refuge abroad. 
� About 12 lakh enthnic Rohingya Muslims face rampant and systemic human 

rights violations in our neighboring Myanmar. 
What are human rights? 

Let’s start with the basic meaning of human rights: 
Human: A member of the Homo sapiens species; a man, woman or child; a person. 
Rights: Things to which you are entitled or allowed; freedoms that are guaranteed. 

Thus, Human Rights are the rights you have simply because you are human. It is 
something to which you are entitled by virtue of being human. 

If you were to ask people in the street, ‘What are human rights?’ you would get 
many different answers. They would tell you the rights they know about, but very few 
people know all their rights. When asked to name their rights, they will list only freedom 
of speech and belief and perhaps one or two others. 

There is no question these are important rights, but the full scope of human rights 
is very broad. 

� They mean choice and opportunity. 
� They mean the freedom to obtain a job, adopt a career, select a partner of one’s 

choice and raise children. 
� They include the right to travel widely and the right to work gainfully without 

harassment, abuse and threat of arbitrary dismissal. 
� Human interests, needs, reason, autonomy, equality, and capabilities are equally 

important and universal enough to be protected. 
� They even embrace the right to leisure. 

Thus, human rights are based on the principle of respect for the individual. Their 
fundamental assumption is that each person is a moral and rational being who deserves to 
be treated with dignity. They are called human rights because they are universe; Whereas 
nations or specialized groups enjoy specific rights that apply only to them, human rights 
are the rights to which everyone is entitled—no matter who they are or where they live—
simply because they are alive. 

At this juncture, let have a look at the issue of fundamental rights and human rights. 
Sometimes fundamental and human rights do overlap as the latter serves as foundation to 
the former. The issue of context   cannot   be   removed   in   the determination of 
fundamental rights but human rights enjoy a sort of universal context. For example the 
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right to live is universal but the right to live in a state fundamental according to the rules 
set up by the state to guide such right. 
Status of Human Rights in India 

� Demonetization 
� Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) 
� Lynching of Aklaq Ahmad 
� Triple talaaq 
� Perumal    Murugan,    author of Madhorubagan announces his death as writer 
� Rohit Vemula’s suicide 
� Clamping of Sedition cases etc ...  

Many people are not aware that there are human rights violations right here in India and 
they occur daily among socially marginalized sections: discrimination, human 
trafficking, domestic violence minority baiting, maltreatment of children, environmental 
degradation, forcible land acquisition and the list goes on... 

Many Western scholars with their colonial and missionary background claim that 
the concept of human rights is a Western concept but they are not absolutely right. The 
universality of human rights is based on the universal values prevalent in all the major 
civilizations of the world. Indian culture also has evolved from time to time some great 
notions of human rights and duties. 

Some Vedic concepts suggests human beings certain rights and responsibilities. 
Though securing rights and fighting to protect them are not mentioned explicitly the 
Vedic literature of India, Indian culture is not inimical to human rights. 

‘No one is superior or inferior; all are brothers; all should strive for the interest of 
all and progress collectively’. Ajyesthaaso Akanisthaasa Yete - Sam Bhraataro 
Vaavrudhuh Soubhagaya, RigVeda, Mandala-5, Sukta-60, Mantra-5 

Regarding the rights of women in India, Prof. H.H. Wilson says: “It may be 
confidently asserted that in no nation of antiquity were women held in so much esteem as 
amongst Hindus”. (Mill’s History of Bharat, Vol. II) 

Manu Smriti, the greatest work on Hindu social codes, declares: Yatra Naryastu 
Pujyante Ramante Tatra Devatah - “Where women are worshipped there the angels 
tread”. 
It defined the status of a wife and her equal rights thus: 

1. If a wife dies, her husband may marry another wife. (Manu, Chapter V, Verse 
168). If a husband dies, a wife may marry another husband. (Manu, quoted by 
Madhava and Vidyanatha Dikshita:      Parasara;      Narada; Yagnavalkya; Agni 
Purana) 

2. If   a   wife   becomes   fallen   by drunkenness   or   immorality  her husband may 
marry another. (Manu, Chapter IX, Verse 80). If a husband becomes fallen, a wife 
may re-marry 
another husband. (Manu, quoted by Madhava and several other scholars). 

3. In particular circumstances, a wife may cease to cohabit with her husband. (Manu, 
Chapter IX. Verse 79) 

4. If a husband deserts his wife, she may marry another. (Manu, Chapter IX, Verse 76 
and several others) 
The above discussion has been attempted to encourage debate, discuss and have a 

general exchange of ideas. However, the human rights issue has taken a serious turn in 
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the 20th century. 
A number of social movements have marked Indian history from the 1800s 

onwards. The Indian Civil Liberties Union (ICLU) was established in 1934, the first civil 
rights organization in India. Its main activities were gathering information about 
violations of civil liberties, particularly regarding the conditions of prisoners and people 
in detention, police brutality, proscriptions on literature and restrictions on the press. 
Along with the ICLU, the Bombay Civil Liberties Union, the Madras Civil Liberties 
Union, and the Punjab Civil Liberties Union further strengthened the rights movements. 

After independence, the government’s commitment to civil liberties was 
challenged by left-wing Naxalite movement and this resulted in severe violation of 
human rights during 1960s. During 1975-76 when a nation-wide state of emergency was 
imposed, the human rights movement developed a wide organizational base and became 
more visible. Several organizations like People’s Union for Civil Liberties and 
Democratic Rights, the Andhra Pradesh Civil Liberties Union, and the Association for 
the Protection of Democratic Rights were formed. At present People’s Union for Civil 
Liberties, People’s Union for Democratic Rights, Child Rights and You, APCLC, Human 
Rights Forum, Bachpan Bacho Andolan, Vigil Indian Movement, Love Commandos, 
MRPS etc are very active. 
Major activities taken up by these groups, namely. 

� Fact-finding missions and investigations 
� Public interest litigation 
� Citizen awareness programs 
� Campaigns 
� Production of supportive literature for independent movements and organizations 

Despite severe restrictions, the human rights movement has been able to assure 
freer and fairer elections today by way of a more informed electorate; to pressure the 
government to give access to international organizations like Amnesty International; 
to establish NHRC etc. 
Human Rights Violations in India in recent times: 

Human rights advocates agree that, sixty nine years after its issue, the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights is still more a dream than reality. Violations exist in every 
part of the world and India unfortunately is not an exception. 

� 70% of Indian wealth is owned by 57 people (in the last two decades 10% of 
top wealthy Indian acquired 15% of properties; while the poorest 10% lost 
their 15% earnings). 

� Tribals of Chinna Jaggampeta in Nathavaram mandal of Visakhapatnam 
district left to starve by authorities, this January (2017) over a 22-acre piece of 
land 

� In October, 2016 around 30 Maoists were killed in Andhra Orissa border. 
� In April, 2015 police killed 20 men in the forests of Andhra Pradesh, alleging 

they were smugglers and claiming they fired in self-defense. On the same day, 
five terrorism suspects in Telangana state were killed in custody as they were 
being transported from jail for a court hearing. Investigations are pending in both 
cases; rights groups say there is evidence that police staged both sets of killings. 

� In May, 2015 the northeastern state of Tripura revoked the draconian Armed 
Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA), citing a decline in insurgency. However, it 
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remains in force in Jammu and Kashmir and in other northeastern states. A May 
report by the United Nations special reporter on extrajudicial, summary, or 
arbitrary executions noted that “impunity remains a serious problem” and 
expressed regret that India had not repealed or at least radically amended AFSPA. 

� In 2014 and 2015, several police officials were reinstated in Gujarat despite 
having been implicated in the alleged 2004 “encounter” killing of 19-year-old 
Ishrat Jahan and three others, raising concerns about the government’s 
commitment to police accountability. 

� In August, village leaders in Uttar Pradesh state allegedly ordered the rape of two 
Dalit sisters to pay for the “sins” of their brother who had eloped with a higher-
caste woman. These unofficial village councils, called Khaps, made up of men 
from dominant castes who often enjoy political patronage, are known to issue 
edicts restricting women’s mobility and rights, and condemning couples for 
marrying outside their caste or religion. 

� Recently a Tamil author decided to give up his writing career after being coerced 
by state authorities to tender an unconditional apology to calm down angry mobs 
unhappy with one of his books. 

� In Tamil Nadu, police arrested a folk singer under the sedition law for two songs 
that criticized the state government. 

� Gujarat police arrested Hardik Patel, who is spearheading protests to demand 
quotas in education and government jobs for his community, and charged him 
with sedition in two separate cases. 

� Khurram Parvez, a human rights activist was detained in his home on September 
15, 2016, in Kashmir and stopped him from traveling to the United Nations 
Human Rights Council in Geneva. However, fortunately in a big win for online 
expression, the Supreme Court struck down section 66A of the Information 
Technology Act, which criminalized a broad range of speech and had been used 
by authorities to pursue critics of the government. 

� Authorities   labeled  activists  “anti-national”    when    they    questioned 
government infrastructure    and development   projects   or   sought justice   for   
victims “of  the   2002 communal riots in Gujarat. Such tactics had a chilling 
effect on the work of other groups. 

� The government in 2015 put the Ford Foundation on a FCRA watchlist, 
requiring the foundation to get prior approval from the government for all 
its programmatic activities in India—an   action   almost  certainly   linked to    
Ford’s  funding   of   Teesta Setalvad’s organization, Sabrang. 

� Prolonged   pre-trial   detention   and overcrowding   in   jails   remained 
widespread.   As   of January, 2014 over 282,000 prisoners - 68% of the total 
prison population - were pre-trial detainees. Dalits, Adivasis and Muslims 
continued to be disproportionately represented. 

� A 2014 Supreme Court order directing district judges to release pre-trial 
detainees who had been held for over half of the term they would have served if 
convicted was poorly implemented.  

� Vulnerable communities in resource- rich areas remained at risk of forced 
evictions. The Environment Ministry sought to abolish a requirement for consent 
from  village assemblies for certain infrastructure projects. 
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The list goes on and on .......  
Challenges 
While the human rights movement in India has been successful in mitigating some 
serious forms of oppression, and has kept alive the spirit of democracy in India, it is not 
without its limitations. 

� Most   of the   organizations   are voluntary in nature 
� Based on individual or collective enthusiasm for special interests 
� Not based on all-encompassing rights foundations 
� State’s repression and counter attack through Government Organized Non-

Governmental Organizations (GONGOs) (these are very aggressive and create 
confusion) 

� Civil      society     groups faced increased        harassment and 
government        critics faced intimidation and lawsuits 

� NGO sector has become politicized 
� Explosion of NGOs - many are inefficient and corrupt 
� Criticism that many NGOs are largely Western in origin and conception 
� Poor or inaccurate research  
� Bias reporting 
� Instead of resolving the crisis - enhances in certain cases 

Remedies 
� To make citizenry conscious and vigilant 
� To increase public participation in the movement 
� To resolve conflict between the NGOs and the State 
� To not harp on history; understand history 
� To safeguard human rights and to prevent the State from encroaching on the same 
� To incorporate Human Rights education into our children’s curriculum. They 

must know their human rights to be aware of human rights violations. 
� To arrest environmental degradation at the local and global level 
� To entitle water and sanitation to everyone as it is a basic human right 

Conclusion  
Human rights exist, as embodied in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 

entire body of international human rights law. They are recognized—at least in principle—by 
most nations and form the heart of many national constitutions. Yet the actual situation in the 
world is far distant from the ideals envisioned in the Declaration. 

To some, the full realization of human rights is a remote and unattainable goal. Even 
international human rights laws are difficult to enforce and pursuing a complaint can take years 
and a great deal of money. These international laws serve as a restraining function but are 
insufficient to provide adequate human rights protection, as evidenced by the stark reality of 
abuses perpetrated daily. 

But you can make a difference Become informed by reading the reports on human rights 
around the world and do your bit. 
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