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In the past, many of the heroes and heroine sacrificed themselves for Ethiopian 
independence. For them, Ethiopia comes first not ethnic identity, not a religion and 
not language. Inorder to realize growth and prosperity in Ethiopia the application of 
the principle of Ethiopianism such as patriotism, unity, concern for others,  
accommodation of difference and independence has given primacy.  Love for freedom 
is one of the most important qualities that is expected for this generation to inherited 
from forefathers. From the past history, the new generation has to know how the hero 
and heroine of the generation defended the injustices inflicted upon the country by 
invaders and  how Ethiopianism began as a movement of all black population in the 
world.   It is important to examine the past in order to recognize and appreciate the 
present. The present is the continuation of the past. It is because of the history that 
made by our forefathers that we defeated several aggressors including the European 
fascist army. It is because of what they performed Ethiopia became a sign that 
signifies  African modern social and political entity. This article is a survey of the 
principles of Ethiopianism that made Ethiopia an epitome for black peoples all over 
the world and the relevance of the principles in today's Ethiopia and Africa in 
general.The Article focused only on the positive contribution made by the individuals 
or leaders involved in the study. 
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Introduction  

Ethiopianism  

 Ethiopianism is great historical movement by the black people for religious and 
political independence. Ethiopianism “cannot be defined simply as a religious 
phenomenon” (Duncan 2015).In the modern colonial period, Ethiopianism is 
considered as both religious movement in establishing an independent Christian 
church, and struggle for freedom from colonial oppression taking the Adwa victory as 
a model on a powerful well equipped a giant military force of Mussolini in 1896. The 
Italian army was a mechanized force with the latest modern weaponry ranging from 
tanks to machine guns fighter planes and gas bombs was defeated by Ethiopian 
fighters who were typically using spears as their main weapons and some out dated 
rifles.   
The Adwa victory served as an icon to the black people of the world in giving a 
lesson to the powerful nation that they had no right to control and colonize the weak 
nation. It taught them the lesson that humanity is equal with out color discrimination. 
The victory shows that it is not the type of weaponry which matter most but the 
objective and aim of why we fight. It is this lesson that the other black people learned 
from Adwa victory which was repeated for the second time when the Italian fascism 
tried to retaliate the Ethiopian people in 1935-1941.  

Abstract 
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Adwa victory proliferates and was idolized by the black countries and regarded as an 
icon of Black Nationalism.  

Ethiopia has held a profound cultural significance for the black diaspora as 
one of the worlds—and, to say the least, Africa’s—oldest independent 
republics, which provided an (admittedly idealized) inspiration for the 
dream of black independence throughout the world (Saheed2007). 
 

History tells us that the temporary success of the 1935 invasion of Ethiopia by Italian 
was due to the internal division among the Ethiopians themselves before the war, in 
addition to the economic backwardness resulted in a poor army. “African history has 
shown that the Africans have had their civilization although Europe's archetypal 
picture of Africa has been that of savagery” ( Msila & Gumbo 2016). The best 
example for this is the existence of the organized church, religious festivals and 
different forms of worship in Ethiopia like the super power of the time. This disproves 
the idea that Africa has no history. Ethiopia has more than 3000 years of history but 
this paper focuses only on part of the latest history of Ethiopiabeginning from 1875. 
In this articles principle of Ethiopianism such as patriotism, unity, Concern for others, 
respecting others, accommodations of difference and independent are discussed in 
relation to individuals contribution and Ethiopians in general.  

Principles of Ethiopianism  

Patriotism: Patriotism is one of the best virtues principles in Ethiopianism. It is a 
noble feeling of the mind. The Adwa victory and the war before Adwa and after it are 
witnessing how Ethiopians are proud of their country. They died to make their native 
land free from colonial power. They sacrificed themselves for the good of the country. 
Emperor Tewodros II when defeated by British expeditionary forces. He decides to 
commit suicide instead of living under them as a slave and seeing his country fallen 
under the colonial administration.  Emperor Yohannes IV is killed while fighting 
Mahdist forces.  Italian forces are defeated by the Ethiopians at Adwa by Ethiopian 
army lead by Emperor Menelik. These leaders are kings. But they suffered and 
sacrifice their life for the freedom of their country. It is this principle which was taken 
by other black countries as an epitome and initiates them to liberate their country from 
the colonial yoke.  The lesson we learned from these kings is that they are on the 
battle field with their army and ordinary citizens fighting the enemy. They were not in 
their palace and waiting for the report about the progress of the war. It is because of 
this that they earned an immortal name by their sacrifice for their country. It is 
because of this that the victory of Adwa serves as a bridge for Ethiopianism principle 
to spread among all black population all over the world.  

 In the Time of King Tewdros due to the vision he has in modernizing his country, he 
employed the British who came as a missionaries’ in the manufacturing of armaments 
and limited their evangelizing activities among the non-Christian Falashas.  However, 
some of the missionaries did not commend themselves to the king based on their 
cultural biases or self-centeredness.  The missionaries unable or did not want to fulfill 
Tewodrose’s vision of modernizing Ethiopia.  He then expressed his dissatisfaction by 
capturing British missionaries and diplomats captive in Maqdala. The British sent in 
retaliation around 32,000 well equipped with rockets and breech loading soldier lead 
by General Napier but the number of Ethiopian soldiers at the time was 3,000 only 
and armed with very back ward guns. The British were tried to solve the problem by 
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giving bribe to Tewodrose but Tewodrose refused and Committee suicide (Saheed A. 
2007).  He considered taking the bribe and releasing the captive as a dishonor to his 
country. 

The successor of Tewodros II Yohanse IV also sacrificed himself not for his single 
life, but like his predecessors, he was struggling for the unification of the country. 
Yohanse “defeated areputable Egyptian army at the battles of Gundet in November 
1875 and Gura in March 1876” (Saheed A. 2007). Yohanse according to Saheed 
(2007) efforts in unifying the country was not limited to what he achieved on war 
front but also on the diplomatic front. He signed the peace agreement with Egypt and 
trade agreement with Britain. He was supported and get access to weaponry from 
abroad as a gift which can be considered as one of his achievement in his foreign 
policy.   
Menelik II who reign the country from (1889–1914)is another great personality in 
Ethiopia history who were competing with Italy, Great Britain and France which was  
the superpower of the time.  
During the Italian aggression, Menelik was successful in uniting the different 
religious and lordsfunctions against the   Italian aggression. During Menelik Era 
Ethiopia was 

“Ethiopia had also become the strongest indigenous power in Africa by 
far, with the potential to disturb the balance of power in the region, 
severely taxing the human and financial resources the various European 
metropolitan governments could afford on such excursions” (Saheed A. 
2007). 

It was during the reign of Menelik II that the Ethiopians defeated the powerful Italian 
forces at the battle of Adwa which is currently one of the archetypes for other African 
countries to struggle for their independence and serves as one of the bases for 
Ethiopianism to emerge.Ethiopia is a symbol for the black people in theworld, her 
contribution for the independent of other African country is enormous (Teshome 
2017).  Menelik II after the Adwa victory took important steps in modernizing the 
country. Bahiru(2008) said comparing to different events in Ethiopia “ The victory of 
Adwa, which has defined Ethiopia and Ethiopians more than any other event in 
modern history”.  

After the Battle of Adwa, Menelik’s Ethiopia was gradually accepted by 
the European powers as a real political force, and in the last decades of 
Menelik’s reign he exploited the political environment to embark on 
modernization reforms that had been delayed for various reasons, 
including almost a century of internal and external warfare (Saheed A. 
2007). 

It is after the victory of Adwa that   Ethiopia begun to have an important position in 
the world, and more recognized and form relationships with other countries. Adwa 
was taken as a model for black countries that were fighting for independence.  
Menelik played important role in modernizing the country by opening modern 
schools, by constructing different bridges, forming state bureaucracy and diplomatic 
relation with other countries. 
Haile Selassie I  
King Haile Selassie I even though at the time of Italian invasion he was in exile he did 
not sleep there by leaving the issue of his country aside. He was fighting at the 
diplomatic front, on June 30, 1936, he addressed the League of Nation in Geneva, 
Switzerland about the invasion of his country by Italian force, Haile Selassie historic 
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speech on the meeting at Geneva make him known as an international figure. The 
content of the message he addressed in Geneva make him and his country as an model 
of resistance to fascism for all black people in the world. 
 Haile Selassie’s historical message to the League of Nation was that the League of 
Nations must be to his/ and his countries side and should take measure to stop the 
invasion by the Italy.   He said “It is the question of collective security of the very 
existence of the League, of the trust placed by states in international treaties… it is 
international morality that is at stake” he prophetically stated, “it is us today it will be 
you tomorrow”(www.encyclopedia.com).  
It is the diplomatic role that he played offered him the support from Great Britain to 
stand with him and defeat the Italians in cooperation with the Ethiopians resistance 
fighters.  
Haile Selassie was the first emperor who enacted Constitution and hence the 1931 
Constitution considered to be the first of five constitutions that Ethiopians were to 
have in the twentieth century and revised in 1955 (Bahru:1995).  During his time the 
first election for the parliament was held (Ibid). In addition to establishing many 
schools in the country, he sent many young Ethiopians abroad for education.  All these 
efforts are because of the mission he had to change his country.  He sacrificed himself 
for the freedom of his country at international diplomacy; he sacrificed himself for the 
freedom of other African countries. He was a great patriot. It is obvious that with the 
kings mentioned above there are many heroes and heroine which played a great 
patriotic role and including the people at large.   
Unity 
Unity as a principle is one which clearly revealed in Ethiopianism.  Ethiopians, even 
when there is disagreement among them they reunited in time where the country, is 
under invasion by a foreign power. During the time of foreign aggression, many 
heroes and heroines were created in Ethiopian history.  To mention some Alula 
Abanega, Abdisa Aga, Gebrye, Abraham Deboch, Moges Asgedome, Balcha 
AbaNefso, Belay Zeleke, Jagama kello, Are among them. The whole population is 
one in the war against the invasion of the foreign army in the history that Ethiopians 
fight with different countries at different times.  
In the battle of Adwa " Though the battle of Adwa was led by Menelik, who 
marshaled the support of local lords, the credit also goes to the wide array of ethnic 
groups and peoples with diverse linguistic back ground”( Henock 2016).   
The battle of Adwa is one which can be taken as a single historical event but not the 
only one. The unity among Ethiopians regardless of religious and ethnic background 
on their historical enemies is strong. During the battle of Adwa, Menelik calls for all 
Ethiopian to march to Adwa to defend their country from Italian fascist army. The 
response given to Menelik by all group of people from all corner was speedy. Keeping 
aside their differences marched to Adwa and defeated the Italian army equipped with 
latest armament and machinery by the traditional instrument.  Then, it is the unity of 
the Ethiopian at the time that defends the country and brought the well-equipped 
Italian forces down. It is a victory that redefines Ethiopians relation with the super 
powers of the time (Bahru 1990).  
Though Adwa victory is considered as one of the great events in Ethiopian history and 
the victory that initiates other African countries to get their freedom. It is not only in 
Adwa but before and after Adwa Ethiopians are in unity against the country's enemy. 
After Adwa, they united in defending their country in the Ethio-Italy war from 1935-
1941, during the Ethio-Somalia war and so on.  
Concern for others. 
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On international affairs both against colonialism and other African concern Ethiopia 
played and is playing the leading role. After Adwa victory Ethiopia did not remain 
silent, she was the voice of other African countries that were under colonial yoke.  
Ethiopia played a great role in establishing the Organization of African Unity (the 
current African Union). Ethiopia provided both material and training support for 
African countries when they are under colonial power (Kidane 2005). Among the 
leaders who trained in Ethiopia Nelson Mandela and Robert Mugabe are good 
examples. Ethiopia was playing a leading role in the struggle against the apartheid 
regime of South Africaand the struggle in Zimbabwe against colonialism and racism. 
Ethiopia, in general, played the significant role both at diplomatic, material, and 
training support for those African countries under colony, apartheid and racism. 
Accommodation of differences. 
Ethiopia is a country having more than 80 ethnic groups with diverse language and 
religion. The rich diversity of culture was not creating difference among the 
Ethiopians.  They are living in peace and harmony.  For long period of time with the 
minor exception of conflicts seen at present, all the ethnic groups live together sharing 
and respecting one’s another culture, languages, and beliefs. Among the situations 
what make Ethiopia different in history is that; all religious groups coexisted in a 
mutual relationship with one another. Ethiopia was considered as one of a few 
countries in which the people live in peace and tolerance.   

During the Imperial and the socialist period, political elites tried to "flock" 
all Ethiopians together through the construction of a sense of 
"Ethiopianness" designed to transcendethnic differences, to mobilize the 
population against external aggressors and to encourage it to sacrifice 
economic priorities for national unity and identity. (Gebrewold 2009) 

The other best example to show accommodation of differences in religious 
perspectives is during the time where followers of Mohammed prosecuted in their 
place. Mohamed ordered them to go to the land governed by the Christian king of the 
time to seek refuge which Mohamed called the land of peace and justice. He ordered 
his followers without fear that they forced to change their religion and accepted 
Christianity. His followers and relatives were received by the Christian king with 
dignity and respect. This shows that one of the principles in Ethiopiansim is the 
respect Ethiopians have for their differences. They live together in peace and 
tolerance in the diversified ethnic and religious groups beginning from ancient time. 
In the time the country fought with foreign enemies their difference in religion and 
culture has no place, what make them one is their country Ethiopia.  
 Independence  

Ethiopianism is the symbol of independence for the black people all over the world. 
This symbolic representation encompasses all aspects of their life political, cultural, 
religious and educational.  

Ethiopianism represented black peoples' corporate liberation aspirations 
and their efforts to improve their religious, educational, political, 
economic and social status in society. The black people's approach to life 
was holistic, which explains why they saw no dichotomy in the challenge 
to their association with politics and religion. Hence, it is difficult to 
analyze Ethiopianism in separate and distinct dimensions(Duncan 2015). 
 

The Biblical verses ‘ Ethiopia shall soon stretch out her hands unto God’ though 
“Many writers draw attention to it being a specific biblical verse they are citing, 
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alludingto, or interpreting”(Roy 2011:4). The verse condensed a sense of both 
culturaland political identity amongst black people throughout the world especially 
the diaspora of the time to initiate them to establish an independent church when 
the black Christians due to racism were deprived of progression in the hierarchy in 
the assignmentof church.  During this time Ethiopians have their own independent 
church which has its own ceremonial function and served by the Ethiopians 
themselves.  
In general, Ethiopianism is a sense of solidarity, independence, self- reliance,  self 
–worth and a call for coming  together to build our nation state and free from 
colonial yoke and sabotage. It is the slogan of equlity, freedom, and democracy in 
the current world. 
Conclusion 
 
"Ethiopianism"  as the concept used for appreciation of Ethiopia's contribution as a 
symbol of initiation to struggle for independence of   Africans and black people all 
over the world.  It is also a recognition of the Adwa's victory against the Italian 
fascism in 1896. Ethiopianism served the black people as an engine of movement both 
in the political, religious, economic and educational sphere. Above all, it laid down 
the ground for a sense of solidarity among the black community to struggle racism 
and fascism. However, this struggle is not finalized due to the fact that Africans’   are 
still in poverty, lack of democracy, freedom and peace.  The figure of Africa currently 
is the land where dictatorial regime, corruption, and conflict rule. The scope of 
struggle is widening which requirethe unity of black people to struggle with ourselves 
in our own continent with our dictators.  Internationally still with racism, terrorism 
and various sabotage on African people. Hence, the principles of Ethiopianism are 
relevant in today’s Africa in general and Ethiopia in particular to restore peace, 
national pride, and development.  
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