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‘’Knowledge without character is a powerful evil’’. 
                                                                                   Mahatma Gandhi 

Having agreed that for character building of the citizens, education in moral 
values has to be organized in educational institutions, the question arises as to what 
strategy should be followed to import it in an effective manner so that men of high moral 
standards and sound character are developed in the educational institutions and also 
contribute to the development of a value-based society. 
Values are principles, fundamental conviction, ideals, standards or life stages that act as a 
general guides to behavior or as reference points in decision making. Values are beliefs’ 
about what is right and what is wrong and what is important in life. Value is an endless 
belief that a specific mode of conduct or state of existence is personally or socially 
preferable to an opposite or converse mode of conduct. 
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The Ramamurthy committee (1990) suggested that imparting of value education should 
be distinct from dissemination of values through special classes or lectures on morality or 
through mechanized textbook-based learning method. Supporting this view, Dass (1998) 
observed that some of the common methods used in schools to inculcate values do not 
have any effect on the children. Research has shown that value-loaded content in the 
textbook does not have any significant effect on the value of the child. Yet, by the 
direction of the government or due to pressure of influential groups or individual 
members of  the society or even on the recommendation or educationists, we 
continuously  revise in these values and emphasis that the textual content to include some 
desired values in it, without  believe in these values and emphasizes that the student 
should learn them, whereas  Sridhar and Arani (2003) argue that the teachers may not 
believe in these values and may explicitly voice this differing opinion about them or they 
may not believe in them but , at the sometime, make no effort to express their differing 
opinion about them. We should know that values endorsed by teachers and if these are 
different from the ones incorporated in the curriculum. Then what should be done by the 
curriculum planners. The other common method of value orientation is through teaching 
which has also been found to be ineffective. Talks or lectures given by teachers or other 
prominent persons on some values do not bring out any significant change in the values 
of the children. The method that is rarely used but which may have some effect is the 
personality development approach . in this case, a large variety of activities is planned 
and the pupils are observed and guided (but not forced ) and helped in the full 
development of their personality. Similar views have been expressed by many 
educationists and curriculum planners .but as stated by Pandey (1999) , despite the 
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concerns expressed by educational theorists and the efforts of educational planners, value 
education is yet to reflect itself truly in the Indian education system .since it is relatively a 
new  area, meaningful and effective strategies and modalities of its institutionalization are 
yet to be devised and adopted. 
 
By its very nature, value education can not be looked at as a course or subject to be 
taught and evaluated in a fixed time frame. It is also not a sphere or activity separate from 
the general ongoing educational activities there con not be an independent knowledge 
base of value education. It is neither possible nor desirable to develop a complete list of 
desirable values. Value education should rather permeate the entire curriculum. Not only 
the content and teaching should be pervasively informant by its intervention but also 
value education and environment should become an integral part of the entire educational 
process and environment .so in the eyes of some educationists, the setting and practice of 
education is a more effective way to value inculcation .for example, democracy or 
equality as a value cannot be fostered in an authoritarian educational setting. Similarly as 
a value of freedom or self-dependence cannot be instilled in an educational setting which 
favours heavy dependence of students on teachers? Values can best be transmitted 
through practice rather than precepts, through example in action rather than mere 
instruction by teachers. Longstrth’s (1997) work proved that most teachers, though they 
may differ on ways of inculcation of values ,do not believe in planning for value 
education and they rather prefer to use examples and discussions for instilling values. 
 
Thus, instead of considering value inculcation as a process of transmission of a particular 
piece of curriculum a more holistic approach should be followed, whereby the entire life 
and personality of the educational institution helps in proper value orientation of the 
students. It is possible only when value education is treated as an integral part of the 
educational process and school climate. Endorsing this view, Misra (2000) observes that 
more recently the focus of value education has shifted to school-wide approach in which 
a teacher is treated as a mentor, a model and an example. achievement of the goal of 
value education in schools, therefore, is not possible merely by exposing the children to 
value-oriented learning material, or talks on values or such events which highlight moral 
and other values ; rather it requires as a necessary condition, creation  of such 
institutional environment as is conductive to inculcation of value. This environment 
comes into being as a result of an effective interplay of the roles by different members of 
the educational organization and their value orientation. 
There are various agencies which play an important role in transmission of values role in 
at various Stages of his or her life, viz.parents family teachers, peer groups and other 
personalities with whom an individual comes in contact. Of course of all these agecies, 
teachers and educational institutions have still a vital role to play in transmission of 
values and developing the value culture among the students. 
When the child is In the school he interacts with numerous pleasant and unpleasant 
environmental conditions and happens to learn many new values and gets some of the old 
already learned values modifies in the school he encounters numerous situations in which 
his behavior is punished or rewarded, numerous situations In which he finds appealing 
models whom he imitates and consequently learns how to behave learns what is right 
what is wrong these interactions of the child in the school constitute what is known as the 
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school’s hidden curriculum from which the child unknowingly learns numerous values 
this is one of the processes of acquiring of the external environment on the hand a teacher 
through his teachings can make conscious and deliberate efforts to teach desired value. 
External factors or environment is yet another significant agency in transmission of 
values, particularly, in the case of students. Thus, Travers (1981) aptly points out that 
what a student learns depends on many variables outside the control of the school 
organization or teachers such as, family environment neighborhood near group student 
and above all his or her own personality makeup intelligence etc. it is a fact that moral 
education or development of moral values could not be achieved by overburdening 
syllabus or curriculum and teaching process rather it can only be developed through 
various external factors like family home teachers peer groups and the societal support 
and so on A child who finds his or her parent corrupt could not be expected to develop a 
sound practice in his conduct similarly at school a Student who finds the teachers not 
caring for teaching but resorting to others cheap practices could not be expected In such 
an indifferent environment a child is prone to be influenced by such unethical practices. 
 
Apart from the above frontage factors the culture of values is obviously and equally 
influenced by the degree of academic freedom and the cognitive skills of a child in other 
words the teaching process should provide room for independent thinking on the part of a 
child so as to enable it to choose and act in a rational way in applying the factual 
knowledge to the real life situations and drive him towards a better path thus some 
scholars have advocated a rational way of teaching values to children which emphasizes 
providing them with factual knowledge of value issues through discussions without 
telling what is right and what is wrong children alone should draw conclusions about 
what is right and what is wrong using their own minds and reasoning scholars like Dewey 
have suggested that the children should neither be forced from without nor leave them 
entirely free and alone to learn values Rather they should be provided with guidance 
necessary for freeing the life process for their most adequate fulfillment it is the job of 
educational institutions to make endeavor to inform its students of a set of values they 
must assimilate in their personality which must guide them In future. Though it is 
generally agreed that values are not theoretical to be instilled by moral instruction still 
education has certainly a significant role to play In inculcating the instance certain social 
and moral values which education can impart include communal harmony respect for life 
sense of social justice integrity of character self reliance and so on 
 
Development of a humanistic education for the creation of a new humanity endowed with 
values is the need of the hour this calls for the development of new strategies and 
approaches to inculcate the social and individual spirit for the creation of a new spiritual 
and moral environment a new intellectual atmosphere which alone can bring about a new 
social order based on the edifice of ethical and moral values we cannot ignore in this 
contest that education is the most powerful instrument of social transformation There is 
an urgent need for revival of human values it is needless to state that the edifice of 
democracy socialism and the conditionals social justice is invariably tied up with 
development of a sound educational system which takes care of values and which 
integrates moral and ethical values and succeeds in producing men of integrity in sum it 
can be said that value education is a complex phenomenon and it is all pervasive in its 
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nature it cannot be impacted by educational institutions alone simply as a part of 
curriculum it calls for assimilation of various social forces and institutional efforts and 
support to develop strong foundations for values among the people Accordingly value 
based education calls for a multi pronged approach involving various sections of the 
community apart from the institutions of teaching and learning the best way to transmit 
the values is through practice example in action rather than mere instruction In homes the 
parents are responsible I schools and colleges the teachers and outside the governments 
which have failed of education and the administrators who have not recognized their 
obligation to train young people on right lines The present educational system calls for 
adoption of multidimensional strategies to make it both content and conduct’ oriented 
system and reinforce the spirit of human values above other things Revival of human 
values and restoration of faith in the eternal truths is the need of the hour. 
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