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India is a fast developing economy enriched with large natural and human resources. Its 
huge population includes largest share of young population that is an asset for the nation. 
But there is also another side of the coin. More than one forth of Indian population lives 
below poverty line. Big family size and poverty force parents to send their children to 
work instead of schools. Hard working conditions seize child’s development and deprive 
him of a better future. Most of the child labours are found to be out of school or they 
leave education in middle. This paper is an attempt to understand nature and causes of 
child labour. It throws light upon the global and Indian scenario of child labour and the 
correlation between child labour and educational deprivation.   
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Generation of productive and skilled labour force is essential for the growth of a nation. 
Education is a process which develops t he inner qualities and skills of a person. Without 
providing quality education to children national development is only a far placed dream 
that cannot be realized. India has huge young population which is both an asset as well as 
responsibility. In the past few decades bringing every child to school has been a hot target 
for government but it has also been realized that it is not sufficient to increase gross 
enrolment ratio but it’s equally important to retain child in education system. Another 
huge problem that nation is facing, is of poverty. Approximately 25 percent of Indian 
population lies below poverty line. Poverty brings lots of other problems with it; child 
labour is one of them. Large household and poverty go hand in hand that results into 
child labour. When child is forced into work his mental and physical development get 
hammered. In recent times child labor has grown as a huge problem globally. 
Gurupadswami Committee (1979) observed that as long as poverty continues, it would be 
difficult to totally eliminate child labour. 

What is child labour: 

There are different definitions of child labour in different countries. In India working 
children of 5-18 years age group come under the heading of child labour. International 
labour organization gives clear definition of it. It says “Child labour is defined as work 
that deprives children of their childhood, their potential and their dignity and that is 
harmful to physical development.” The childhood of a child is sabotaged when he is 
pushed in a work. Sometimes this work is found to be quite hazardous that brings serious 
health problems for child. Full time working deprives a child of schooling and sometimes 
they have to leave it in middle. ILO completes its definition by quoting that child labour 
interferes with their schooling by: (i) depriving them of the opportunity to attend 
school,(ii) obliging them to leave school prematurely (iii) requiring them to attempt to 
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combine school attendance with excessively long and heavy work (“what is child 
labour”). 

Childhood and adolescence are very critical phases of personality development. Both 
these phases require a lot of attention, guidance and good education in order to nourish 
the inherent qualities. Child labour blocks the way of developing a mentally and 
physically sound skilled future adult. 

Global estimates: 

International labor organization presents detailed estimates of child labour in its report 
Marking Progress against Child Labour (2013). In the year 2012, globally 16.7 percent 
children aged between 5-17 years were involved in employment while 10.6 percent of 
them were child labours. About half of this percentage (5.4) was in hazardous work. The 
data is quite worrying as far as number of children in hazardous work is concerned. 

Working child age group can be divided into three parts; 5-11 years, 12-14 years and 15-
17 years. Globally in 5-11 years age group 8.5 percent children were in work. In 12-14 
and 15-17 years age group the percentage was 13.1 and 5.3 respectively. 

Above data shows that large number of children, who should be in the school, are 
working. This condition prevails all around the world. The gender division of child 
labours is also important to observe. ILO report (2013) shows that in 2012, 18.1 percent 
boys and 15.2 percent girls of 5-17 years were working. Out of it 12.2 percent boys and 
8.9 percent girls were child labours. It is evident that a large number of girls are child 
labours while four percent of them are doing hazardous work. Most of the child workers 
(58.6%) were in agriculture sector followed by services (25.4%). In most of the 
developing countries, agriculture is an unorganized sector which requires a lot of man 
power. If we have a glance on different countries we find that agriculture based poor 
economies have large number of child labours as compared to industry based rich 
economies. In Asia-Pacific region percentage of child labour was 9.3 as compared to 8.4 
in Middle-East and North America and 8.8 in Latin-America in 2012. It was highest in 
sub-Saharan Africa with 21.4 percent. As Sub-Saharan Africa has mostly poor countries, 
child labour is high over there.  

Another aspect of child labour is of pity wages. As agriculture sector consumes highest 
number of child labours, wages are quite low and hidden. Most of the families take help 
of their children in agricultural activities or they themselves work as labors along with 
their children in someone’s field. In both of the above cases child gets nothing in return 
of his work. ILO report shows that in total number of child labours, the share of unpaid 
family workers was highest (68.4 %) followed by 22.5 percent paid employers, 8.1 
percent self-employed. Another fact about paid workers is that their earning is taken by 
the head of the family in order to run the household so child gets nothing in the end. 

As stated earlier child labours lie within the large age group of 5-17 years but when these 
limits are bifurcated, it has been found that in the year 2012 children in 5-11 years age 
group account for the largest share of child labours (44%). The share of 12-14 and 15-17 
years age group was roughly equals to 28 percent. A huge number of small children who 
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have just crossed infancy stage are forced to work when they should join a school to get 
knowledge.  

Indian Scenario: 

India is a fast developing agriculture based economy with large human resource and huge 
youth population. The natural resources are unevenly distributed among different states 
so population concentration in some states is quite high. The estimated child population 
(6-13 years) was approximately 200 million in 2014 (NSSO data). Child labour has been 
a huge problem in India for the last few decades. The census data shows that problem 
does exist but it’s being tackled wisely also. According to census data child labour had 
been decreasing at a rate of 2.21 percent per year from 2001 to 2011. If we change this 
percentage in number we find that in 2001 a total number of 126 million children were 
working which cut down to 43 million in 2011(www.labour.gov.in). This downfall trend 
is due to the collective and collaborative efforts of central and state governments along 
with different NGOs and individuals. As stated before, population density and economic 
status of different states of India are quite different. That is why more than half of 5.5 
million working children, are found in five states; Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
Madhya Pradesh and Maharastra. Rank of Uttar Pradesh is first followed by Maharastra 
and Bihar (www.ncpcr.gov.in). 

The number of main and marginal workers in all the three age groups was more or less 
same in 2011 but adolescents doing hazardous work form 20.7 percent of those working 
in this age group. This percentage is quite high and demands special attention as number 
of adolescents in hazardous work is greatest (2.4 million) in India. 

Out of School Children and Child Labour: 

In various studies it has been found that child labour throws direct impact upon the 
schooling of the child. In a school-going age if a child works he cannot attend school or 
cannot give sufficient time to studies. Data of Out-of-school children reveals that 3.13 
percent rural and 2.54 percent urban means a total of 2.97 percent children of 6-13 years 
of age were out of school in 2011. Bifurcation of this data into 6-10 and 11-13 years 
shows that a total of 2.77 percent and 3.28 percent children of these age groups were out 
of school respectively. It is evident that more children of higher age group are out of 
school than their younger counterparts. If we talk about adolescents 50 percent of 
working adolescents (15-17 years) were no longer studying and 70 percent of them who 
were working in hazardous conditions, were not studying (Census,2011). It is clear from 
the above shown data that a large number of children are still out of school. This out of 
school data includes drop-outs. Lots of children get enrolled in schools but do not 
complete five years of primary education. Drop-out is estimated to be 36.97 percent of 
the total out of school children. It means if 100 children are out of school about 37 of 
them are drop-out. There are a lot of reasons behind it. At national level, percentage of 
dropout is highest for class II with 22.1 percent followed by class III (15.75), class V 
(14.68), class I (14.22) and class IV (12.23). Analysis of data clarifies that approximately 
5 out of 100 children leave education without completing class V. only 42 percent 
children complete primary education but not even all of them get enrolled in secondary 
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education. We have more or less achieved hundred percent GRE at primary level but high 
dropout rate is like a spot on this achievement. 

As far as female dropout rate in different classes is concerned, NSSO data shows that it’s 
comparatively low than male dropout rate. But for class VI female dropout rate is quite 
higher (14.72) than male dropout rate (9.95). Child marriage and social taboos are the 
main reasons for the high female dropout rate in higher classes. 

Correlation of Child labour and Educational Deprivation: 

Child labour negatively influences all round development of the child. Whatever be the 
reason behind it sufferer remains to be, the child. Forcing the child to work in young age 
snatches his chance to realize his potential to be an active human resource for the nation. 
Child labour deprives him of education. In a study of children involved in beedi work in 
Madhya Pradesh it was found that dropout rate among these children was very high 
(Pratap,2001). Beedi industry is one of those industries that consume largest number of 
child labours. These children depute 8-10 hours daily in this work which obviously gives 
them less time to study resulting into high dropout rate. 

A similar kind of study conducted by Dube (2013) revealed that one of the foremost 
impacts of child labour, on the life of the child is educational deprivation due to their 
involvement in beedi making. This work includes part time workers who engage in work 
after school hours and full time child labours who do not attend school. Poor quality of 
education and fee hikes make the situation worse. They reduce child’s interest in 
education that results into educational deprivation (Bhatty, 1998). 

Both of the above studies correlate child labour with educational deprivation. Child’s 
involvement in work is supposed to supplement household income but in long term it 
deprives him of a better future and career opportunities. 

One of the major causes of child labour is poverty. Large family size and poverty force 
child to start work at young age. National Sample Survey (2014) shows that in urban 
areas, a higher proportion of children (28.67%) are out of school because of poverty as 
compared to rural areas (22.33%). About 21 percent urban respondents of the survey 
reported that their child was out of school because he needed to supplement household 
income. The same reason was given only be 10 percent rural respondents. Actually in 
urban areas cost of living is higher than rural areas. Hard living conditions, expensive 
education and large household make cities more child labour prone areas. 

In National Sample Survey reasons of child labour were divided into two groups. One 
was educational reason another was economic reason. The educational reasons were 
found to be lesser forceful than economic reasons. Only 4.25 percent respondents were of 
the view that education was not necessary for their child but 12.16 percent respondents 
reported that their child was out of school because he had to supplement household 
income. The given reason simply means transition of child from school to work. Children 
who work, fail to get necessary education, remain illiterate which limit their ability to 
contribute to their own well being as well as to community they live in (parvathamma, 
2015). 
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Child labour has both, macro and micro effects as it does not only hamper the progress of 
the child but also of the family, community and the nation. In most of the cases parents 
make their child to work instead of sending them to school. When parents themselves are 
illiterate or unaware they do not understand the benefits of educating children. In 
National Sample Survey(2014) it was witnessed that 58 percent of out of school children 
come from the families where head of the household is educated up to primary. 
Approximately 29 percent male and 28 percent female out of school children have 
illiterate mothers while it was 20 percent and 19 percent respectively in case of illiterate 
fathers. When mother is illiterate she does not understand the importance and benefits of 
education. 

Poverty, educational facilities and education level of parents are grass root level causes of 
child labour but if we widen the canvass we find that state policies and financial status 
are equally important. ILO report (2015) states that in countries where demand for skilled 
labour is high and return to education are significant, families have strong incentive to 
postpone their children transition to work and to instead invest in their education. Return 
to education is an important factor that motivates parents to educate their children. Better 
future career opportunities for children cut down the tendency to force children to work. 
In a study done by Shastry (2012) it was found that in India over the period 1995 to 2003 
the districts that experienced the greatest influx of business and jobs in IT sector also saw 
higher increase in school enrolment.  Above discussion shows that causes of child labour 
are quite deep and need serious interventions in order to uproot this problem completely. 

Conclusion: 

Government of India has given Right to Education to all children of 6-14 years of age. 
Recently it has been legalized also. This has changed a lot but this only cannot subtle the 
problem. Every person thinks of earning his bread and butter before anything else. So it is 
necessary to strengthen poverty removing programme. Providing work to unemployed, 
generating better career opportunities, skill development are some measures to uplift 
living conditions of citizens. It is equally important to improve educational facilities. 
Better teaching-learning conditions, school infrastructure and providing quality education 
are some basic requirements to bring and retain every child in school. Rescuing child 
labours is lesser fruitful until and unless rehabilitation and education facilities are not 
improved. A whole social awareness campaign along with right implementation is 
required so that parents can understand the benefits of education of children. 

In nut shell only collective and collaborative efforts of government and public can 
remove the disease of child labour from our nation. 
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