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Ekalavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS) was launched during 1997-1998 to provide 

quality education to the Scheduled Tribe students .It was decided by  Ministry of Tribal 

Affairs   to utilize a part of the funds  under 100 Models Residential Schools from class 

VI to XII in different tribal concentrated states of the country.  Out of the sanction 684 

schools in favour of 25 states, so far 378 are in operation. EMRS are envisaged on the 

lines of Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya but with state centre management  the present 

investigation aims and studying the  Status Study of  Ekalavya Model Residential 

Schools of Odisha faced by heads of the institution teacher and students in EMRS of 

Odisha .  The sample consisted of 13 Principals, 195 teachers, (130 TGT & 65 PGT) 520 

students (260 Boys & 260 Girls) of class –X and XII students of EMRS, Odisha. The 

present study revile that  the problems  associated with ERMS in Odisha were relating to 

availability of physical facilities , facilities in hostels , position of teaching 

staff ,procedure of admission , enrollment of students, syllabus followed, availability of 

laboratory facilities and teaching aids, evaluation procedure of students performance, 

achievement  of students, examination  processes, methods, teacher teaching learning 

process in residential schools . 
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Introduction: 
 

           The school education does not merely aim at providing access to schooling to all 

sections of society, rather it means providing the opportunities of "quality" education to 

all. The millions of children hailing from the disadvantageous sections and regions of the 

country needs to be provided with the opportunities to avail quality education. Along 

with the special provisions in education for SCs and STs such as stipends/scholarships, 

reservation seats in educational institutes, Odisha has special residential schools for SCs 

and STs run by the SC and ST Development Department. 

               A new concept of educational development "Establishment of Model 

Residential Schools was launched during 1997-98 to provide quality education to the 

tribal students. It was decided by Ministry of Tribal Affair to utilize a part of the funds 

under Articles 275 (1) of the Constitution for setting of 100 Model Residential Schools 

from Class VI to XII in different tribal concentrated states of the country. The sanctioned 

100 schools were established in 22 tribal concentrated states in the first phase. The Model 

Residential Schools have been named as Ekalavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS) 

and envisaged on the lines of Navodaya Vidyalayas but with state centered management. 

In Odisha as per the guidelines of Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government of India, a 

Society called the Odisha Model Tribal Education Society (OMTES) has been 

established and registered with Secretary to the Department as its Chairman and the 

Abstract 
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Director (ST and SC Development) as Member Secretary. This society has been entrusted 

with the establishment and management of the Ekalavya Model Residential Schools 

including construction of school building. Ekalavya Model Residential Schools were 

started functioning since 2000-01. The society intensified its activities for establishment 

of Model Tribal School following the guidelines of Ministry of Tribal Affairs. 

              Twenty seven EMRS have been established across Odisha covering total of 17 

districts: The objectives of setting of ERMS are to provide quality education up to 

Secondary and Higher Secondary stage to Scheduled Tribe students in remote areas. This 

will enable the students to avail the facilities of reservation in higher and professional 

courses as well as in higher level of jobs in Government and Public sector undertakings 

and in private sectors at par with non-ST population. The enrolment of these schools is 

praise worthy. But the problems of heads of the institutions, teachers and students are 

needed to be taken care of. 

 Review of Related Studies: 

          The investigation by Arun and Premkumar (2020) revealed that implementation 

of Ekalavya Model Residential schemes was to improve the educational status of tribal 

children. The study deliberates issues pertaining to land acquisition problems confronting 

the establishment of EMRS. 

         Dash and Mishra (2019) conducted a study on Multilingual Education for 

Scheduled Tribe Girls in Odisha. The study revealed the challenges of Class VI 

Scheduled Tribe girls in the multilingual context in all Ekalavya Model Residential 

Schools were related to the medium of instruction, teacher-pupil interaction in the 

classroom, unavailability of multilingual textbook, organizational constraints and 

participation of the school management committee in the context of multilingual 

education.  

         The study undertaken by Patra (2018) in EMRS in Odisha revealed that the 

infrastructure facilities of the schools in Odisha were satisfactory. The hostel building, 

school building and area of the school campus were sufficient but in case of hostel except 

the rooms all other infrastructure facilities relating to study atmosphere was miserable 

and far from satisfactory. 

The study undertaken by Dash (2018) on EMRS in Odisha revealed that there existed 

significance difference between EMRS and ST and SC schools in English language 

achievements. There existed significance difference between EMRS and JNV Schools in 

English language achievement. There existed significance difference between JNV and 

ST and SC schools in English language achievement. 

         The study conducted by Geddam (2015) in EMRS in Andhra Pradesh revealed that 

the EMRS was not managed as per the guidelines. Low paid teachers, contract/guest 

teachers, retired persons managing the EMRS was not at all helpful for ensuring the 

quality of education. The administration and performance of Tribal Welfare Residential 

Societies in Andhra Pradesh was not quite satisfactory as expected. 
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           The study conducted by Marandi (2013) revealed that the problems faced by 

heads of the institutions and teachers of EMRS in Mayurbhanj district of Odisha were 

relating to scarcity of water. disruption of electricity, lack of medical facility, lack of 

regular teachers, communication problem, language problem and heavy workload of 

teachers. The students faced problems due to lack of guest room, telephone facility in 

hostel, television and common room The investigation by Panda and Mall (2011) 

revealed that Ekalavya Model Residential Schools in Odisha had contractual teachers, 

unsafe drinking water, irregular supply of electricity and lack of basic facilities. 

         The study conducted by Pattnaik (2011) in tribal and non-tribal high school 

students of West Garo Hills of Meghalaya revealed that students coming from the tribal 

areas demanded special attention from their teachers, parents, government and non 

governmental organisation. PTA should be organised in schools for parents awareness 

and discuss about weaknesses of their wards. The main findings of the study conducted 

by Behura and Mohanty (2005) in secondary schools of Odisha revealed that there were 

poor economic condition of parents together with engagement of girls in different 

economic pursuits at an early age by their parents are the prime cause behind their 

literacy or drop out from school. The study conducted by Pradhan (2004) in tribal schools 

of Odisha revealed that the Teaching Learning Materials where available were found to 

be old, broken, unattractive and therefore, dumped. 

         The findings of the study conducted by Mittal (1990) in secondary and higher 

secondary schools revealed that the schools had unsatisfactory boundary wall and poor 

buildings, compiled with poor/inadequate ventilation and lighting facility. The study 

conducted by Jha (1985) in tribal schools of Bhopal revealed that the rooms were over 

crowded and in one bed two girls were accommodated Hostels were lacking in basic 

facilities like toilet rooms, bath rooms, water and electricity. 

         After reviewing the related literature, it was found that though a number of studies 

have been conducted in the areas of education of Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled Castes, 

hardly any comprehensive study has been conducted on Ekalavya Model Residential 

Schools in Odisha. Keeping in view the non-existence of significant studies on Ekalavya 

Model Residential Schools in India in general and Odisha in particular the present study 

is undertaken. In view of the above observation the investigator selected the following 

problem for research. 

Statement of the Problem: 

" A Status Study  of Ekalavya Model Residential Schools in Odisha". 

Objectives of the study 

The following are the objectives of the present study. 

1. To study the status of Ekalavya Model Residential School in Odisha with regard to 

• Availability of physical facilities 

• Facilities in hostels 
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• Position of teaching staff  

• Procedure of admission 

• Enrollment of students 

• Syllabus followed 

• Laboratory facilities and teaching aids . 

• Evaluation procedure of students performance 

• Achievement of students 

2. To study the problems faced by Heads of the Institutions for the management of the 

institutions 

3. To study the problems faced by teachers to provide instruction in different subjects.  

4. To study the problems faced by the students in their schools and hostels.  

5. To suggest measures for the successful management of the Ekalavya Model 

Residential Schools. 

Operational definition of the Key term used:   

EMRS- Ekalavya Model Residential Schools are the 32 schools managed by Odisha Model 

Tribal Education Society which is an autonomous body supported by ST & SC Development 

Department of Government of Odisha. These schools are having classes from VI to XII and 

are affiliated to CBSE New Delhi. They cater to the needs of Scheduled Tribe students of 

Odisha. Ekalavya Model Residential School refers to the types of Schools meant to provide 

quality education up to Secondary and Higher Secondary ST students in remote areas. Further, 

these schools enable students to complete higher education program effectively and to help 

them to avail the facilities of reservation in higher and professional educational courses as well 

as higher level of jobs in various sectors. These schools have been affiliated to CBSE and they 

have the best opportunities in education at par with the non-ST population. 

Delimitation : The present study was delimited  to only class –X and XII students of 13 

EMRS of the 03 Revenue Divisions of Odisha.  

Design of the study:  

Method:  

           In the execution of the present study, Descriptive Survey method was employed to 

study the status of Ekalavya Model Residential Schools in Odisha. 

Sample: 

          The target population in the present study covered all 32 Ekalavya Model 

Residential Schools located at 17 districts like Balasore, Bolangir, Deogarh, Gajapati, 

Jajpur Jharsuguda, Kalahandi, Kandhamal, Keonjhar, Koraput, Malkangiri, Mayurbhanj 

Nabarangpur, Nuapada, Rayagada, Sambalpur and Sundargarh. The accessible population 
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consists of 13 EMRS located in Mayurbhanj Keonjhar, Nabarangpur, Koraput, Rayagada, 

Kandhamal, Jajpur ,Malkangiri, Nuapada and Sundargarh district. 

            From each Ekalavya Model Residential School, the Head of the Institution and 

one Assistant Hostel Superintendent was selected through the method of purposive 

sampling, 15 teachers (10 TGT and 5 PGT) and 40 students (20 number of students each 

from X and XII) were selected randomly from each EMRS for the study. So the sample 

of the study consisted of 13 Heads of the Institutions, 13 Assistant Hostel 

Superintendents, 195 Teachers and 520 Students. 

Tools  and techniques used: 

          To collect information regarding the status of Ekalavya Model Residential Schools 

in Odisha, the following tools were developed and used by the investigator. 

1 Interview Schedule for Heads of the Institutions 

2. Interview Schedule for Assistant Hostel Superintendents 

3. Questionnaire for Teachers 

4. Questionnaire for Students 

Procedure of data collection :by personal contact and extensive field visit to each 

EMRS of Odisha data were collected by the investigator .  

Data analysis and interpretation:The collected data were analyzed point – wise based 

on the them in tabular form both qualitatively and quantitatively . Descriptive statistics 

were followed for the same and interpretation were made accordingly.  

Major Findings: 

The major findings of the study are given below. 

• All the Ekalavya Model Residential Schools (100 per cent) were government and 

residential in nature and controlled by Odisha Model Tribal Education Society. 

The schools were situated in Tribal areas. All the teaching staff (100 per cent) 

were contractual in nature. 

• All the heads of the institutions (100 per cent), teachers (100 per cent) and 

students (100 per cent) stated that classroom, principals room, staff common room, 

office room, storeroom, computer room, furniture for all, electricity connection, 

drinking water facility, toilets, library, playground, boundary wall, staff quarter, 

garden, kitchen garden, kitchen room and hostel for both boys and girls were 

available in their schools.  

• All the institutions (100 per cent) had pucca buildings. All the schools (100 per 

cent) possessed adequate books in library, news papers, aids and equipments, 

computer room, internet facility, e-learning facilities and first aid box.  
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• Separate hostel facilities were available for both boys and girls. All hostels had 

pucca building. There was availability of residence room, common room and 

dining hall in hostels. The rooms in Ekalavya Model Residential Schools were of 

dormitory type. Accommodation facility was available for matron, warden and 

sweeper-cum-watchman but there was no accommodation for assistant hostel 

superintendents and cook-cum-attendant in the hostel. 

• ST and SC Development Department provides financial assistance for smooth 

management of hostels. 

• The Classroom and remedial teaching of EMRSs of Odisha is qualitative and 

effective at the levels of tribal student’s understandings.  

• In some cases the students face little problems to follow the language of the 

teachers.  

• The teacher students relationship is very homely, lovely and friendly and the 

parent teacher relationship is cordial and familiar.  

• The teachers are the source of inspiration and living idle of the students.  

• The students are obedient and they try their level best to satisfy their teachers.  

• The students are interested in organizing cultural activates. Some students are 

sound in literary activities & some have the excellence in scholastic aspects.  

• Most of  the students are discipline and they practice some morals in their daily 

life.  

• Entrance test was being conducted by all the EMRS for admission of students into 

Class-VI. Only Science stream was available in all Ekalavya Model Residential 

Schools at +2 level. 

• Total enrollment of students from Class VI to XII in the sample schools was 4492. 

The strength of the students in schools varied from 622 to 655. Schools were 

affiliated to Board of Secondary Education, Odisha at Secondary level and 

Council of Higher Secondary Education, Odisha at Higher Secondary Level. 

• The Secondary & Senior Secondary schools followed the syllabus prescribed by 

CBSE New Delhi, India. 

• About 82 percent of institutions possessed adequate science apparatus/laboratory 

equipments. All the schools (100 per cent) had laboratory equipments, black-

board, map, Globe, chart, model, diagram, television and computers. However, 73 

per cent institutes possessed bulletin board and 27 per cent school had radio sets. 

Furthermore, 73 per cent of schools possessed adequate teaching aids. 

• Different evaluation procedure like unit test, monthly test, half yearly examination 

and annual examination were conducted to evaluate the performance of students. 

Different techniques like oral test, written test, practical tests, speaking-listening 
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skill test and project works were conducted by the teachers in all the institutions. 

Almost all schools (100 per cent) had taken remedial measures to improve 

academic performance of students 

• There was continuous increase in pass percentage of students in both secondary 

and higher secondary level. 

• 23 different co-curricular activities like morning assembly, sports, exhibition, quiz, 

fancy dress, drawing, dance, tribal dance, drama, yoga, music, terracotta 

decorative items, celebration of national days, celebration of birth days of great 

men, gardening, NCC, NSS, Junior Red Cross, and Scout and Guide, Science 

Club, Literary Club, Sports Club & Eco Club were organized in the institutions. 

• About 82 per cent schools had sufficient games and sports materials. All the 

institutes published wall magazines and calendars 

• Almost all schools (100 per cent) were provided with financial assistance from 

Scheduled Tribe and Scheduled Caste Development department through Odisha 

Model Tribal Education Societies for management of curricular and co curricular 

activities.  

• There was provision of career-counseling programme and life skill education 

programme in all the institutes . 

• All the institutions (100 per cent) had School Management Committee/School 

Management and Development Committee . 

• Eight different officers/authorities supervised the EMRS in different occasions. 

Majority of the schools (45 per cent) were supervised by Collectors, Project 

Administrator and District Welfare Officers. 

• The problems mentioned by heads of the institutions were relating to shortage of 

teaching and non-teaching staff, no regular teachers, problem in mess 

management, interference of local people and political leaders in the affairs of the 

school, irregular supply of electricity, scarcity of safe drinking water facility and 

non-availability of workmen. 

• All the teachers (100 per cent) faced language problem to communicate with 

students. The other problems mentioned by them were heavy work load, shortage 

of teachers and lack of sufficient quarters. 

• The problems faced by the boarders in the hostel includes: rooms were not clean, 

cots were not available, more number of students were accommodated in one 

room, bathrooms and toilets were inadequate, window panes were broken, low 

quality of food and dinning halls were not well furnished.  

• The problems mentioned by the hostel superintendents were relating to irregular 

supply of water and assistant electricity in the hostels, non-availability of warden, 
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matron and ANM in the hostel and non-availability of skilled persons like 

plumbers and electricians in the area for emergency work. 

Educational implications: 

          The following suggestions may be given for successful management of Ekalavya 

Model Residential Schools in Odisha:  

• Ekalavya Model Residential Schools should have separate budget plan for 

infrastructure, recurring and non-recurring expenditure every year. 

• The guidelines of EMRS should indicate the organizational structure, manpower 

and educational expertise for the Tribal Welfare Residential Educational 

Institutions Societies at par with Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti Pattern to 

ensure quality education for tribal students. 

• Hostels of EMRS needed to be equipped with sufficient furniture, equipment, 

well ventilated rooms, warden rooms. telephone connection, safe drinking water 

facility, proper toilet facility, kitchen, dinning hall, and sickroom for students. 

• EMRS societies need to prescribe highest standards in selection of teachers and 

staff by providing attractive salaries with regular appointment. 

• Regular teachers need to be appointed in each EMRS. Steps may be taken by the 

State Government in this regard. 

• A three /four wheeler (multipurpose) vehicle is needed for the students and staff 

in each EMRS. 

• Additional staff quarters may be constructed for lady teachers 

• Quality food along with necessary amenities may be provided to the students in 

hostels. 

• In-service training programme for teachers need to be organised on regular basis. 

OMTES need to take steps in this regard 

• There is need of smart classrooms/computer laboratory with internet 

connectivity/adequate teaching learning materials, 

• Laboratory equipments, library books in all EMRS. 

• Coaching facilities may be provided to the weaker students. Steps may be taken 

for opening of Junior Red Cross Unit, Scout and Guide, NCC/ NSS Unit and Eco 

Club in schools. 

• There is need of allocation of funds for the organisation of different co-curricular 

activities like study tour/exposure trip, inter-school science exhibition /science 

fair for students. 
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Suggestions for further research: 

       The following suggestions may be considered for further research: 

• Similar studies may be conducted in other residential schools running under 

Scheduled Tribe and Scheduled Caste Development Department of Government 

of Odisha. 

• Comparative study may be conducted on Ekalavya Model Residential Schools 

and other residential schools running under different organizations. 

• In-depth study may be undertaken on problem of hostellers in Ekalavya Model 

Residential Schools. 

• Studies may be conducted on study habit of students of Ekalavya Model 

Residential Schools. 

• Studies may be conducted on problems associated with functioning of Ekalavya 

Model Residential Schools. 

Conclusion: 

The establishment of Ekalavya Model Residential Schools in the tribal areas is an attempt 

to provide quality education to ST boys and girls through integration of High School 

Education with Higher Secondary Education. Steps need to be taken to prescribe highest 

standards in selection of teachers with regular appointment. All the basic facilities to the 

teachers and students including infrastructures of the schools and its maintenance at 

regular interval should be provided to achieve the targeted success. It is needed to impart 

quality education with the right combination of curricular, co curricular and vocational 

activities. Critical areas of concern which needs attention of Government are construction 

of adequate number of staff quarters, health care facilities for students, provision of safe 

drinking water, provision of vocational training, capacity building of teachers, exposure 

visit of students and monitoring of different functionaries to achieve the desired 

objectives for which the schools have been set up. 
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