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This research paper is concerning Hindi print media representation of image and attitude 
of China in Hindi heartland in the context of Doklam standoff. This research paper explore the 
role of Hindi print media in shaping public opinion and discourse to create threat against each 
other and attempt to look relationship between public opinion and  foreign policy decision 
making by content analysis of trends and patterns of discourse in four daily Hindi Newspapers 
such as Dainik Jagran, Dainik Bhaskar, Amar Ujala and Jansatta within duration of pre and 
post Doklam standoff, First three daily are very popular in Hindi heartland and latter is 
associated with Express group which is known as less rhetoric. The paper develops and resent 
a framework to understand bilateral relationship between India and China by content analysis 
of discourse in Hindi print media. Content Analysis method will be used for the study of this 
extensive work. Qualitative and Quantitative method are used for content analysis. 
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Doklam Standoff and Media Representation of China in Hindi Heartland 
 

Despite being two of the most populous and neighboring countries in the world with 
increasing economic ties of nearly US$ 71.48 billion in 2016-17, the issue of border dispute and 
threat from China has been something of a conversation stopper in India since India's debacle 
in1962 war. The academic debate on India-China relationship has largely tended to be focused 
on whether the relations of the two nations will be cooperative or competitive (Bajpai and 
Matoo2000; Sidhu and Yuan 2003; Sawhney and Wahab 2017). There is often a simplistic 
correlation drawn that the emergence of India and China is bound to lead a rivalry in the South 
Asian region for supremacy and eventually it may lead to a conflict between the two states. In 
such circumstances, media representation of the image and attitude of each other become 
important factor in shaping the public opinion in the country and any regime in India would 
always be constrained of the public opinion to a large extent while making a foreign policy 
choice specifically related to making any amicable solution of the border dispute with China. 

 
How public in India feel about China? In an interesting study of the issue, an opinion poll 
conducted by Lowy Institute for International Policy during 2012 (Rory 2013), it was found that 
a large majority (83%) of Indians considered that China poses a threat to India’s security. An 
interesting fact in the report was highlighted as “… threat perceptions are most intense in north 
India, where 93% consider China a threat, and 81% consider this threat to be major. Threat 
perceptions are markedly lower in south India, where only 31% consider China a major threat.” 

Abstract 
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The scope of opinion poll report has not been to focus why this different degree of perception in 
north India and south India has been there, however, if one sees the media reports regarding 
China published in major Hindi newspapers during India-China standoff on Doklam between 
June 2017 to August  2017, one would not be surprised at the findings of the opinion poll. As 
per Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), India, the incident in Doklam erupted on 16th June, 
2017 when a PLA construction party entered the Doklam area and attempted to construct  a 
road .A Royal Bhutan Army patrol attempted to dissuade them from this unilateral activity and 
eventually the forces from India and China got entangled in a face-off creating a crisis which as 
per MEA ended on 28th August, 2017 when both countries decided in favour of expeditious 
disengagement of the armed personnel from the site. 

This standoff created a major concern in public media on the issue of prospect of active 
conflict with China. By analyzing publication regarding China in four major Hindi dailies 
(Dainik Jagran, Amar Ujala, Dainik Bhaskar and Jansatta) in context of recent Doklam 
standoff, this research primarily focuses on how representation of China in Hindi Newspapers 
has been influential in shaping the discourse and public opinion about China in Hindi heartland 
of India. It is important because media, as a power of representation, play a significant role in 
shaping the image and attitudes of the people about countries and societies (Mugheesudeen, 
1997; Saleem, 2007), and “the world outside” created by media influences the “pictures in our 
heads” about the world (Lippmann, 1922). 

Johnston (1995) argues, there is a perceptual framework of orientations, values, and 
beliefs that serves as a screen through which the policy makers observe the dynamics of 
external security environment, interpret the available information and decide about the policy 
options in a given situation. The aim of the study would be to focus on emerging themes of 
the bilateral relationship between India and China by making an analysis of the trends and 
patterns of discourses in print media over a period of January 2017 to December 2017. 

The period from January 2017 to December 2017, is selected with the intention to make 
a comparative assessment of pre and post standoff representation as it would enhance one to 
analyze how strongly the border issue between two countries impinges upon the larger public 
discourse and prospect of cooperation or conflict between the two countries. 

 
Review of Existing Literature: 

  
Highlighting the historical emergence of informative press and its influence in 

democracy, Matthew Gentzkow, Edward L. Glaeser and Claudia Goldin, (2004), have analyzed 
in great detail the role of informative press and its influence in democracy. Their study is 
essentially significant to highlight the role of media as an influential institution in mediating the 
flow of information and creating public opinion on an issue. This is significant in context of this 
research to highlight the importance of media in influencing the perception and image of China 
in popular discourse. Does Indian media play any significant role in influencing the foreign 
policy? There are not many studies that have looked directly into the link of foreign policy 
decision and role of media but Sanjay Baru (2014) have argued that media is now emerging as 
an important factor in foreign policy. He argues that it has happened due to three major changes 
in recent times. First, ‘the gradual erosion of the domestic political consensus on foreign policy, 
giving the media the role of an arbiter and an independent analyst of contending political views. 
Secondly, the media revolution and expansion, with the rise of television and business 
journalism and the growing importance of private corporate advertisement revenues, as opposed 
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to government support for media, in influencing media economics. Third, due to the increasing 
influence of the middle class and the business class in the media has also influenced media 
thinking on foreign policy. According to him, India’s decision on Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty (CTBT) agreement in 1996 was influenced to a large extent by the debate and opinion 
created in Indian media. 

 
However, in the same study he finds that there are only three Indian correspondents in china. This 
aspect he sees as a weakness of Indian media houses to play a larger role  in foreign affairs, 
however, in context of this research it is an important point to explain that without much rigour 
and understanding of China, the reports in Indian media is filled with a perceptive image and 
rather than factual understanding of the nation it creates an image based on popular discourse 
which, given the shock of 1962 defeat often leads towards ‘jingoism’ in mass psychic. 

 
The problem of media playing a provocative role in India-China relationship is articulated 
recently in an edited book (Robin Jeffrey, Ronojoy Sen, 2015). The book, apart from providing a 
comparative reference material on internal setup and growth of media in the two countries. The 
contributors to the volume highlight in detail, how in the two countries mass media influence 
society and politics, and how complex media system interact with and effect international 
relations. The authors makes a persuasive argument, “when media organizations in the world's 
two largest countries swagger up to each other, recall past humiliations and amplify boundary 
confrontations to attract readers and viewers, one can see fleeting visions of the crowds waiving 
their newspapers in European squires in 1914 and shouting, “On to Berlin!”, or “On to Paris!” 
Mass media can derive emotions and can put pressure on governments and leaders.” As per one 
of the contributors (Susan Sirk), “Chinese leaders fear popular feeling welling up against a 
government, perceived too weak in the face of foreign pressure”. No one can deny that leaders in 
India are prone to the same anxiety or may be more. 

   The concern that media plays an important role in bilateral relationship has been also realized 
by the academics and thinktanks. In 2012, Institute of South Asia Studies (ISAS), National 
University of Singapore (NUS) organized a work shop on 'China-India Media Mediation' and the 
summary reports of the workshops were published (ISAS Special Report, 2012). The intended 
purpose of the workshop is articulated as “… a view that the Chinese and Indian media have 
occasionally been unduly harsh in their reportage of developments in India and China 
respectively. While this could well be a general impression not necessarily backed by conclusive 
evidence, we do feel that greater interaction between media representatives from both sides, 
unbiased knowledge about each other’s ways of working and approaches  to reporting on 
different developments–pertaining to business, politics and other issues – will contribute 
significantly to genuine understanding between media in both countries and help in building a 
stronger relationship between China and India.” One of the key participants in the workshop 
(Anushman Tewari) draws attention to the point that ‘there is an acute perception deficit in the 
Indian media, with China being regularly portrayed as a security threat.’ 

  
According to him ‘it is largely due to the influence of the writings by a small group of experts 
from the domestic think-tanks. He indicated that the more positive issues like trade/commerce, 
economics, tourism and science and technology are downplayed vis-à-vis security subjects and 
border disputes.’ Another participant (Ms TangL.), pointed out that ‘sections of the Chinese 
media, especially the market-oriented media and online media, specifically seek to promote 
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national pride by showing that China is superior to India or by focusing on issues which foster 
nationalism such as perceptions about reported tensions along the disputed border. She observed 
that Chinese reporters generally lack knowledge of Indian history and culture and rely on 
Western media to report news on India. The Indian media, on the other hand, portray China as a 
hostile country and still carry the emotional baggage of India’s loss to China during the1962 
war.’ (ISAS, 2012). 

This perception of Indian media being hostile to China is challenged in an interesting study by 
(Chatterji and Anasua Basu, 2016). They have conducted a quantitative and qualitative study of 
the editorial content of the five major English newspapers (The Times of India, The Hindu, The 
Indian Express, The Economic Times, and The Financial Express) over period of three years 
(2012 to 2014).The results of the study are interesting, the authors argue that ‘against 
conventional wisdom about the Indian media's portrayal of China, it shows that there is neither 
consistent antipathy nor over-concern with a single issue, namely, the border dispute.’ However, 
the authors themselves suggest that ‘all the newspapers except The Hindu have written more than 
50 percent of their editorials projecting China negatively. The Hindu stands out as an exception: 

61.2 percent of its editorial articles give an impression of China as trustworthy and cooperative. 
Barring The Hindu, the overall   focused on editorial contents of the newspapers, whereas there 
are various other pages that publish various news items/reports.’ 

  
In another study a thinktank Indian National Interest, using Latent Dirichlet Allocation(LDA), 
method have analyzed the news headlines of five major national newspapers (English) for a 
period of fourteen years (2000-2014).Their quantitative analysis makes an interesting finding and 
as per the report, Indian print media’s perception of China is not restricted to India-China border 
disputes; rather, it is more focused on China’s industry, trade, military policy and international 
relations, stemming from both of these countries being two of the most largest and dynamic 
societies in Asia. The limitation of this study is relying on only quantitative method and 
assigning code to the news item as economy or geopolitics. It does not qualitatively analyses the 
language and meaning of the text of the news report communicated to the reader. For example, 
“…domestic handloom industry faces stiff challenge against cheap Chinese products”, if this is 
the news then it has an extremely different perception and meaning for the domestic audience 
than simply putting it into the coding of ‘economy related news.’ 

  
In a contrast to these studies is findings by Debashish Roy Chaudhari (2016) who made an 
analysis of two major newspapers-Times of India and Hindustan times for first six months of 
beginning of 2012 (with no border tension during the period). Doing a frame analysis of these 
newspapers for the period he finds three interesting conclusions. First, allegations of Chinese 
incursion are all premised on the existence of a defined and agreed boundary separating the two 
states. However, neither the McMahon Line in the east nor the Line of Actual Control in the west 
are mutually recognized, or demarcated on the ground. Stories in this frame ignore the resulting 
ambiguities by reporting “transgressions” across what is in effect an indeterminate border. 

Second, the stories are, in almost all cases, based on information from unnamed Indian military or 
intelligence sources. This raises obvious questions of reliability and bias, compounded by the 
fact that Chinese sources and independent analysts are rarely approached for corroboration. Any 
conflicting or complicating statements from Indian officials—as when they point out the lack of 
a well- defined border—are spun as a sign of the government’s weakness. Third, “border 
tension/aggression” stories all come with the ingredients of a strong frame. For readers to be 
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interested in a story, they must usually be able to take sides. 
 
Hence, a strong frame faithfully identifies a clear problem or villain—in this case, China. To 
further eliminate ambiguity, it also comes with a prescribed solution—in this case, the need for 
greater assertion by a supposedly spineless Indian government. 

On the basis of the literature survey presented above, one may suggest that media 
representation of China has definitely emerged as an area of keen interest amongst the analysts 
and policy think tanks, however, the studies made so far in the area have suffered a serious 
limitation of being restricted to English language dailies and till date none of the studies have 
focused on how foreign policy issues or China (which is intended in this study) is reported in 
Hindi newspapers. Despite much high circulation and readership of Hindi newspapers than 
English dailies, there is not a single study related to cover even one Hindi newspaper. This 
limitation of earlier studies appears to be on two counts. First, there is a belief that it is English 
newspapers that are read by elite (policy makers, diplomates) and thus the opinion of this elite 
is restricted to English newspapers’ report which is why there is no need to study what is 
reported in Hindi. Secondly, it may be possible that most of the analysts find it constrained or 
difficult to analyze the Hindi text because of their limitation in comprehending the language. 

The vast populace of vernacular India, particularly the Hindi belt that sends more than 
half of Member of Parliaments (MPs) is more influenced and interested in what gets published 
in the Hindi language newspapers. In recent years India's newspaper revolution (Jeffray2003, 
Sevanti Ninan, 2007) is taking place in Hindi heartland and due to large population in these 
northern Indian Hindi speaking states the discourse that is shaped amongst its masses often 
have much influence over the political regime. By analyzing the largest circulated newspapers 
in Hindi belt, the research essentially intents to fulfil this gap in existing literature on the issue. 

 
Hypothesis and Questions of the study: 
 

 Despite not a single shot fired on India-China border for more than fifty years since1962 war, 
the defeat in 1962 war has left a permanent scar on the psyche of large populace of India and 
even today China is seen as one of the major threats to India. This image of China as a threat 
assumes much hyped sense of threat perception during a standoff on border of the two 
countries. Thus, the first question this study seeks to explore is how the Hindi newspapers 
report this threat perception and in turn manifest this fear psychic of the populace. Is there much 
more hyped sensitivity on this issue during standoff or even without any official 
acknowledgement of a dispute the ‘Chinese threat is otherwise a permanent feature in Hindi 
newspapers. How this image of threat perception is created? 

 
 With the end of cold war and India’s growing ties with the US, how the media perceives the 
emerging geopolitical issues in contemporary world. China approaching other small neighbors in 
South Asia, making its presence in Indian Ocean and with recent One Belt One Road project 
(OBOR), there is a concern raised about the issue of China making an attempt to encircle India. 
 
How this image of China attempting to encircle India is getting created in media reports?  
China-Pakistan alliance have been perceived against India for a long time, however, with India 
emerging as a large market for Chinese goods is there a belief emerging that the economic 
interest of market may be influential in weakening the China- Pakistan ties on some issues like 
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terrorism. How this aspect is reported or unreported? There is huge trade deficit between India 
and China, at the same time the trade is growing and Chinese goods are flooding Indian market. 
How the rise of Chinese economy and industry is perceived in comparison to Indian economy 
and industries? 

The two nations have different political setup. How the perception of democracy being a 
better political system is often reinforced by reporting the authoritarianism of Chinese regime is 
something significant to examine in this study. 

In recent years the sense of India emerging as a rising power has found wider acceptance 
amongst large audience. Since the Bhartiya Janta Party (BJP) coming to power in 2014, the 
sense of “great nation” has been reinforced with the perceived image of a strong leadership 
under Prime Minister Modi. How this image of emerging as powerful nation been presented by 
media and is there a comparison being made with the weakness of earlier Prime Ministers 
dealing vis-i-vis China issue. 

As there are hardly any correspondent and reporter of India’s newspapers in China, so 
how the news related to China is constructed and reported. What are sources that are cited by 
newspapers to rely on their stories? 

Finally, how the prospects for peace and co-operation between the two nations is 
reported or absent from the media reports? 

 
Based on the above-mentioned possible research questions this study proposes to examine 
following hypothesis: 

 
H1: China is considered as an aggressor and a major threat in Hindi newspapers and during 
any standoff on border there is much harsh tone and tenor to reinforce this image. 

H2: The media reports consider China’s presence in South Asian region as a limitation to the 
influence of India representing a competitive image of the two nations for growing influence. 
The presence of China in Indian Ocean and China’s OBOR is considered as an attempt of 
China to encircle India.  

H3: With Modi’s emergence as Prime Minister, the media represent an image of India emerging 
as much stronger actor in foreign policy matters. This image is reinforced with reports of 
India's military modernization. 

H4: The media considers consumption of Chinese goods by Indian as weakness and the reports 
related to not using Chinese goods gets more prominent space as an act of patriotism. 

H5: Most of the media reports are based on the unverified sources or relied upon the Chinese 
media reports or the global agencies report. As these reports get translated in Hindi so the 
strongest possible negative phrase or idiom is used in the translation of these reports to 
reinforce the discourse of China as threat. 

Research Method: 

In a classical study Baumgartner and Jones (1993) used content analysis method to show 
how issues are taken up by the media in a positive or negative way how this influence to what 
extent policy issue rise and fall on the national agenda. They analyzed the titles over 22,000 
articles from The Reader’s Guide to Periodical Literature and the New York Times index from 
1900 to1990. 

In context of India and its foreign policy issues, we find that there is now emerging trend 
amongst analysts to use content analysis of newspapers as a search method. Saffee (2016) have 
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attempted to make a comparison of content analyses of the two leading newspapers, Times of 
India (India) and The Dawn (Pakistan) in context of India–Pak relationship. A content analysis 
of opinions from March 2014 till March 2015 of these two leading English newspapers is made 
by him. The contents are analyzed in different frames that represent Indo-Pak relationship and 
he finds media’s agenda setting objective is heavily centered on the disputed issue of Jammu 
and Kashmir for this period, followed by the frame of terrorism. These two issues constitute 
almost half of the contents published. In his frame analysis it was found that the setback of 
events like failure of bilateral talks have a trigger to the negative frame emerging with high 
frequency. Based on findings, he concludes that Media discourses on Pakistan-India relations, 
in the light of political communication theories present a worrisome, non- reconcilable, and 
conflicting narrative. 

In another study on why Pakistan is hostile towards India, Gurinder Pal Singh (2015) 
have adopted the content analysis method to study the editorials and opinion articles of four 
English language dailies, namely, The Tribune, The Hindu, The Telegraph, and The Times of 
India in relation to the Indo–Pak bilateral engagements during 2001–2002. In context of Indo-
Pak relationship the author has adopted qualitative method and quantitative method to do the 
content analysis. 

The qualitative method is applied to analyze the contents in highlighting main 
frames/images like role of military in Pakistan, terrorism, Kashmir dispute, etc. The quantitative 
method is used to see the consistency of the image. 

The study by Chatterji and Ray Chaudhury (2016) have also followed qualitative and 
quantitative method to analyze the editorial contents of five newspapers from 2012 to 2014. It 
has also adopted a method to see the length of the editorials and the quantitative analysis has 
been applied to draw an inference towards attention score to see how frequently the 
publication figures China in the editorial. Debashis Roy Chowdhary (2015), has also used 
both quantitative and qualitative method to understand the extent and nature of news frames 
applied to China. While quantitative content analysis seeks to find the numerical spread of 
adversarial and non- adversarial frames for China-related articles in Hindustan Times and 
Times of India, qualitative analysis examines the rhetorical tools employed to operationalize 
these frames. 

 
Methodology for this study: 
 

 Quantitative and Qualitative Content Analysis 
The present research would follow on the similar way to adopt both the qualitative and 
quantitative method for conducting the content analysis of the four Hindi daily publication; 
Dainik Jagaran, Amar Ujala, Dainik Bhaskar and Jansatta. The three dailies (Dainik Jagarn, 
Amar Ujala and Dainik Bhaskar) have been selected, given their largest circulation among 
readers, however, the daily ‘Jansattaʼ has been selected because of it being the part of 
publication by the Express group that also publishes the English daily “Indian Express”, 
Otherwise known for following a less rhetorical voice. However, the selection of these 
publication is reflecting to the leading Hindi newspapers voice on the issue. The contents of the 
publication published from January 2017 to December 2017 will be part of this study. As the 
Doklam standoff got into the news in almost Mid of June, 2017 and then it was over by end of 
August 2017, the time frame chosen for study is intended to see and compare the contents prior 
and post the standoff. 
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In order to answer the research questions and prove the hypothesis of the study, all the 
publications related to China in the time frame of the study would first be delineated in three 
categories. First, the editorials written by the editorial team. Second, the commentaries/opinion 
articles written by contributors published in the opinion pages. Third, the other news items 
related to China published as part of information. The quantitative and qualitative technique 
used in the study would be complimentary to see how China is projected in these Hindi 
newspapers. A method of coding would be adopted to the contents in all the three categories to 
identify the relevant thematic representations related to the study. 

As all the newspapers that are chosen for this study, have adopted to information 
technology and the editions are available on line so there is no constrain in collecting the 
relevant source for this study to complete it within time. 
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