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 Huge pool of youth might be considered as the biggest strength of India. But 
unfortunately, in higher education the nation suffers from lack  in both quantity, as well 
as a quality, challenge. Inadequate infrastructure and facilities, large vacancies in faculty 
positions and poor faculty thereof, low student enrolment rate, outmoded teaching 
methods, declining research standards, unmotivated students, overcrowded classrooms 
and widespread geographic, income, gender, ethnic imbalances absence of a well-
informed reform agenda for higher education in the country are key problems in higher 
education system of state and nation. Increasing educated unemployment; weakening of 
student motivation; increasing unrest and indiscipline on the campuses; frequent collapse 
of administration; deterioration of standards; and above all the demoralizing effect of the 
irrelevance and purposelessness of most of what is being taught and done are the 
outcomes of under developed higher education system in state as well as country. It is 
time for all those who are concerned with policymaking, planning, administration and 
implementation of Higher Education to revitalize the very thinking on the subject and put 
it on the right track. 

Ensuring quality higher education is one of the most important things we can do for 
future generations… Ron Lewis 
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  Introduction 

Huge pool of youth might be considered as the biggest strength of India. But when it 
comes to figuring out how to educate these young people especially after secondary 
education, unfortunately, we found our self in very uncomfortable situation in national as 
well as in state context. Only one out of every seven children born in India goes to 
college according to government data. Also in higher education the nation suffers from 
lack in both quantity, as well as a quality, challenge. Undoubtedly vision of higher 
education in India is to realize the country's human resources potential to its fullest with 
equity and inclusion therefore the nation has initiating a number of development-linked 
strategies to promote higher education. As a result of which the higher education sector, 
in recent decades, has witnessed a tremendous growth in many aspects such as its 
institutional capacity, enrolment, teacher-student ratio, etc. 

                  According to HRD ministry website the number of Universities has increased 
34 times 9from 20 in 1950 to 677 in 2017. The sector boasts of 45 Central Universities of 
which 40 are under the purview of Ministry of Human Resource Development. 318 State 
Universities, 185 State Private universities, 129 Deemed to be Universities, 51 
Institutions of National Importance (established under Acts of Parliament) under MHRD 
(IITs – 16, NITs – 30 and IISERs – 5) and four Institutions (established under various 
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State legislations). The number of colleges has also registered manifold increase of 74 
times with just 500 in 1950 growing to 37,204, as on 31st March, 2013. The rapid 
expansion of the higher education system as a whole has brought several pertinent issues 
related to equity, efficiency, excellence and access to higher education in the country. 
Though private unaided colleges and universities contributions in meeting the demand for 
higher education are appreciable, the mushrooming growth of these institutions has 
resulted in the largest system of higher education with the weakest quality. Most of the 
private institutes have been founded with the sole objective of making easy money. UGC 
and other Regulatory authorities have been trying very hard to extirpate the menace of 
private universities which are running courses without any affiliation or recognition. 
Students from rural and semi urban background often disguised by these institutes and 
colleges. 

 Higher Education is shared responsibility of both the Centre and The States. The 
coordination and determination of standards in Universities & Colleges is entrusted by 
the UGC and other statutory regulatory bodies. The emergence of a worldwide economic 
order has immense consequences for higher education more so under the changes that 
have taken place in the recent past with regard to globalization, industrialization, 
information technology advancement and its impact on education aided to these are the 
policy changes that have taken place at the different regulatory bodies in different area of 
higher education such as UGC, All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE), 
Indian Council for Agriculture Research (ICAR), Bar Council of India (BCI), National 
Council for Teacher Education (NCTE), Distance Education Council (DEC), Medical 
Council of India (MCI), Pharmacy Council of India (PCI), Dentist Council of India 
(DCI), Central Council of Homeopathy (CCH), the Central Council of Indian Medicine 
(CCIM) and such other regulatory bodies from time to time to accommodate these 
development and yet maintain quality students in higher education. 

 In Uttarakhand also the responsibility of overseeing, formulating policy and 
regulating the functioning of higher education is shared by four different departments of 
the state government as in the center and other states of the country. The higher education 
department is responsible for the three general universities and the college of general 
education. Technical Education including Uttarakhand Technical University falls within 
the scope of responsibilities of the Technical Education department, Medical and Dental 
college is under Medical Education department and Agriculture Education is the 
responsibility of Agriculture department. This results in lack of interdepartmental 
coordination and absence of integrated approach to policy of higher education. 

 Undoubtedly some institution of India, mostly central, such as the Indian 
Institutes of Technology (IITs), Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs), Indian Institute 
of Science, Bangalore (IISC), Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), Delhi University (DU) 
etc. have been globally acclaimed for their standard of education. Their students have 
contributed to both the growth of the private sector and the public sectors of India as well 
as in the world. Even than, India has failed to produce world class universities like 
Harvard and Cambridge. According to the London Times Higher Education (2009) – 
Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) World University rankings, no Indian university features 
among the first 200. Which itself tells the status of higher education in India. 
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 The situation in Uttarakhand is not very different as far as higher education is 
concerned. The place of Uttarakhand in national map is same as that of India in world 
map. According to higher education departmental side, there are one I.I.T., one Central 
University, 8 State University, 5 Private University and 4 Deemed University, 1 
Agriculture University and 1 Sanskrit Academy. At the time of the establishment of 
Directorate there were only 34 Government Degree Colleges in the state whereas at 
present this number has reached up to 90. In addition to this, there are 19 Aided Colleges 
and 1 Autonomous College. Besides, the number of self-finances degree colleges and 
institutions are constantly increasing. Out of these only I.I.T. Roorkee and Govind 
Ballabh Pant University of Agriculture and Technology are of some national repute. 

 Problems of Higher Education System   

         This is one of the most talked about topics. 

1. Too much time spent on assessing the problems and possible solutions without 
bothering about the implementation. 

2. There is a massive mismatch in the supply-demand, of proportions that have 
never been seen anywhere or anytime in the world before. India's gross 
enrollment rate (GER) is lingering around 20 percent at the moment while 
Uttarakhand is slightly better about 27. Still huge mismatch in supply and 
demand. 

3. Mushroom growth of low quality, money making private institute. In Uttarakhand 
ever government colleges are opened without any infrastructure and staff just for 
political sake. 

4. Even at top institutes, too much focus on study of a lot textbooks, attending 
classes and exams, many of them irrelevant to their subjects, while spend a 
relatively short time on hands-on-project based learning. 

5. All the activities of universities and committees are good on paper and rules but 
the implementation are poor. 

6. Research is in integral part of higher education but research in higher education 
institutions is at its lowest level. Hardly any original research originates from 
research institutes. Only 0.5% of the total enrolled students enrolled in post 
secondary courses are enrolled for Ph.D., lack of funds, sufficient support from 
government and society, insufficient infrastructure and lab facilities, interference 
from higher officials etc. restricts the promotion of research. Most of the time 
approved projects are fund adjustment, research paper resulting by copy and 
paste, and various seminar and conferences are used for exchanging visiting 
cards. 

7. Corruption playing vital role in each and everything. According to wikileaks, our 
education system is second in corruption after politics. 

8. Privatization and commercialization of the higher education in India is a major 
concern as it will retard our human resource development at least in two ways, 
firstly, making higher education expensive and unaffordable for the economically 
poor, and secondly, by determining the education priorities, not according to our 
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national needs but to those of a minuscule minority of blood-suckers whose sole 
objective of making easy money. 

 Inadequate infrastructure and facilities, large vacancies in faculty positions and 
poor faculty thereof, low student enrolment rate, outmoded teaching methods, declining 
research standards, unmotivated students, overcrowded classrooms and widespread 
geographic, income, gender, ethnic imbalances absence of well-informed reform agenda 
for higher education in the country are some key problems in higher education system of 
state and nation. 

 The Higher Education sector ensures the quality of the educational process with 
the help of accreditation agencies established for the purpose. The main agency which 
accredits universities and colleges in general education is the National Assessment and 
Accreditation Council (NAAC) established by the UGC in 1994, whereas a similar 
function is done for technical education by the National Board of Accreditation (NBA) 
set up by AICTE in 1994, and for agricultural education by the Accreditation Board (AB) 
set up by ICAR in 1996. NAAC proposes to introduce the India Education Index (IEI) for 
ranking institutes based on academic, research performance and other parameters. The 
outcome will help in the international comparison of institutes. 

  Suggestions 

 The following suggestions are put forth for the improvement of quality of higher 
education in the country. 

1. Need based job-oriented courses should be provided in colleges and universities 
that would fulfill the skill-based educational needs of the society. 

2. Students from economically backward families must essentially be given fully 
subsidized education. 

3. Special grants to universities and colleges in backward areas should be provided 
to improve their infrastructure and facilitate innovations and thereby become 
internationally respected. 

4. Liberal funding of higher education and creation of funds through donations, 
upward revision of fee structure, raising funds from corporate sources should be 
considered by the governments in the Centre and States. 

5. Policies made by different regulatory bodies and authorities should not be made in 
closed A.C. rooms but should take ground realities of concerned area and field. 

6. In state no college should be announced without proper infrastructure and 
appointment of faculty. 

7. Every effort should be made to promote research in colleges. For that special 
incentives can be given to faculties also. 

8. Special incentives, Transplant transfer policy, accommodation facility and 
minimum living condition must be insured by state government for teh employees 
working in remote area. 
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  Conclusion 

Increasing educated unemployment; weakening of student motivation; increasing unrest 
and indiscipline on the campuses; frequent collapse of administration; deterioration of 
standards; and above all, the demoralizing effect of the irrelevance and purposelessness 
of most of what is being taught and done are the outcomes of under developed higher 
education system in state as well as country. While the politicians and policy makers 
have often spoken about the need for radical reconstruction of the system, what has been 
achieved in reality is only moderate reformism. It is time for all those who are concerned 
with policymaking, planning, administration and implementation of Higher Education to 
revitalize the very thinking on the subject and put it on the right track. 
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