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The main motivation to publish this article is the crucial crisis confronting the country 
resulted fromethnic politics. Ethiopia as an old independent nation should have 
reformed her political system to be competitive in global politics.  The political 
system has to integrate the indigenous governing system with modern world politics, 
democracy relying on ‘self-help’ principle which helped  Ethiopia to defeat the 
colonial power and become the symbol for black freedom in the world. Ethiopian 
leaders, especially those who are in power are prisoners of their society. They are 
dependent on the divide and rule governing system and big capitalist countries for 
their existence by serving as their agents. The majority of them faces crises on the 
dilemma to work for their country or their own survival. 
They are working by engulfing themselves in corruption and killing the innocent 
citizens who are aspiring for democracy. This article, therefore, isto emphasize the 
need for the formation of a strong political party that struggle for Ethiopia as a 
country and Ethiopianism as a citizen under the principle of free from ethnic politics. 
Ethiopianess(Ehiopiawnet) comefirst, not race (ethnic Centrism ruled belief and the 
government that surrender it to the people should rule the country.  This principle is 
part of the indigenous practice of the people for a long time, which in modern era 
Ethiopians ruling elite vanished. The restoration of the principle is possible through 
the formation of a strong party committed to the Ethiopianism principles. 
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Introduction  

Ethiopia was among the oldest civilization on earth with the Roman, Chines and 
Persia.The origin of Ethiopian history may trace back to Axum kingdom that is the 
dominant kingdom in Africa during the fourth century A.D. and was a significant 
political state (Gail  A 1974:60). Ethiopia is the only African country which always 
claims to have been independent. 

Like those African countries that were under colony, today’s Ethiopia is working in 
favour of the strategies of the developed countries and continuity of a dictatorial 
regime.  
Ethiopia is in ethnic chaos due to the ethnic federalism policy implemented by the 
divide and rule government. This government is sponsored by the giant imperialist 
countries in the name of anti-terrorism allied to exploit its own people. This is 
because “… the EPRDF-led government remains in power only by being propped up 
by developmental financial assistance from donor nations” (Theodore in Milkias and 
Metaferia2005:33). That is why, unlike the previous heroes, the government in power 
is remaining the messenger of the donor nations. The current dictatorial government is 
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committed to fulfilling the giant capitalists' mission in East Africa that help the ruling 
party to remain in power for long years without the will and consent of the people.  
 No doubt, unlike the heroes and heroines who defend the country from the 
superpower of the time at the war front, the present regime in Ethiopia is the 
messenger of the imperialist countries that weakened Ethiopianism. It is the EPRDF 
which for the first time implemented ethnic politics in the country. Italy during the 
five-year occupation tried to divide the people ethnically. However, the people 
bravely safeguarded the sabotage. 
Mentioning some critiques on ethnic federalism in Ethiopia (Kebede 2016) stated one 
major issue in ethnic politics is the provision of a group right at the expense of 
individual right(Kebede 2016:23-29). The Ethiopian ethnic federalism is not designed 
to solve the ethnic problem in the country.  This is simply false propaganda. It is 
because the ethnic conflict in the country is intensified after the implementation of the 
ethnic federal state in the country post1991. The EPRDF ethnic federalism is 
incompetentto resolve the "National Question".  Still, there is ethnic conflict in the 
country changing its form from the national issue to the regional, district or kebele 
level or under the security forces (Crises Group2009:22).  The boundaries of the 
administrative region, drawn by the EPRDF government overlook significant links 
between the administrative boundaries that exceed linguistic and lineage (Theodore in  
Milkias and  Metaferia 2005:33). 

The ethnic federal arrangement in the country is designed for divide and rule purpose 
to stay in power by providing an ethnic agenda to the people. The government or the 
ruling party itself generates ethnic hatred to create space among an ethnic group for 
the purpose of divide and rule. In addition to the anti-terrorist law and other 
instruments,ethnic agenda is serving as a playing card for defeating or detaining the 
member of opposition groups. It is simply propaganda from the ruling party that 
Ethiopiaimplemented ethnic federalism as a solution forregular conflicts generated by 
exclusion, domination of the majority of ethnic groups in the country by few. 
Practically, It is after the implementation of ethnic federalism that ethnic conflict and 
inequalities in terms of resource distribution isexaggerated.   Observing the different 
conflicts arose in the country as Lubo’s (2013) investigation of the ten major post-
1991 inter-ethnic conflict in Ethiopiathe majority of them was the result of the unjust 
allocation of power and resources(Lubo 2013:108-115). Sometimes through the 
intervention of the  house of federation, the government leading by the EPRDF ruling 
party tried to resolve the conflict.   However, the conflict is not stopped rather 
inflated.   One of the disastrous conflicts has happened in 2018 between Oromo- 
Somali which created as sources indicated the displacement of more than 700,000 
people and the killing of several thousand in repeated fighting between the Oromo 
and Somali groups. The majority of people believe the conflict is a state-run to divert 
the attention of the people due to the political crises the ruling party faced. This is 
because as sources indicated and one can understand from the speech by the 
government official clearly reveal, armed security forces were highly participated in 
intensifying the conflict. The premiere of the time also explains the war between the 
two groups is the sabotage of the contrabandist and the rent seeker. The illegal 
importers and rent seekers are mainly part of  state and federal government officials as 
it is clearly known by the people and the government itself.  

The EPRDF government divides the country into an ethnic state on the basis of ethnic 
federalism. The propaganda of the government in this regard is to give freedom for 
the oppressed group to administer themselves as it is dictated by the ruling party. 



Online International Interdisciplinary Research Journal, {Bi-Monthly}, ISSN 2249-9598, Volume-08, Issue-04, July-Aug 2018 Issue 
 

 
w w w . o i i r j . o r g                      I S S N  2 2 4 9 - 9 5 9 8 

 
Page 401 

However, several people describe the current ethnic federalism as a mischievous 
TPLF(Tigray People Liberation Front member group of the EPRDF) policy to create 
splitting up among ethnic groups in the country so as to ease rule by the Tigrayan 
minority. The majority of opposition group also claims that the TPLF  uses ethnic 
identification to create conflict among a different group. It is to divert the attention of 
the people from raising different questions to stay in power (Crisis group2009:23). 
The problem is if ethnic federalism is formed to address inter-ethnic conflict in 
Ethiopia why it is increased compared to the minor conflicts with grazing land at the 
border of the countryin the previous regimes.  

The “self-determination upto secession ” in the EPRDF constitution changed the 
majority of the people into minorities and vice versa. It is the source of conflict and 
inequality among the people of the country. The divide and rule policy in the name of 
“self-determination” evicted people from different parts of the country due to conflict. 
It intensified tension in the country.  The majority of people consider the conflict and 
tension are nurtured by both regional and federal level politicians.    

As the majority of Ethiopian, today believed the EPRDF conception of Ethnic 
federalism is simply an instrument of divide and rule. It is possible to understand from 
the way the nine regional states and two city administrations organized.  The 
Diredawa city administration is totally unconstitutional because there is no such 
administration in the divide and rule constitution. In the Southern Region, Gambella, 
Benshangule Gumuze and Harar, which inhabited by different groups are summed up 
under one regional state. It created the situation in which the majority is dominated by 
the minority. At the same time, the conflict for bureaucratic representation and budget 
control is increased from day to day. State budget and land is the main source of rent-
seeking in the country. Different groups in the same regionalstates are fighting for 
political representation and bureaucratic appointment. The fighting is to control the 
resource in the regions. This is purposely created by the ruling party as strategies to 
divide and rule to stayin power and indirectly ransacking the resources.  

The ruling party no doubt has an anti-Ethiopian stance. The EPRDF policy is 
purposely designed to undermine national identity, and pride in general. The strong 
Ethiopianism feeling that the current generation inherited from forefathers and 
mothers are deteriorated.  

In the EPRDF ethnic federalism and policy, those individuals and people at large who 
identify themselves as Ethiopian rather than a particular ethno-nationality are labelled 
as an enemy or terrorist groups.  

What is the solution? 
It is important to build a democratic society based on indigenous values rather than 
imported ones. The question of democracy should not be addressed through the 
existence of a fake multi-party system.  It is rather must be based on getting 
competent, nationally committed individuals, and responsible leaders who come to 
power by the will and consent of the people through voting. A multi-party system in 
current Ethiopia means dividing people’s choice among different alternatives. The 
alternatives rely on ethnic identity which the 27 years of government experiences 
imposed on the population as divide and rule principle.  

It is essential to have a two-party system in which the mass can easily choose from the 
reasonable alternatives. The country can use the two-party system as a transition to 
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the multi-partydemocracy  for practising democracy in the country.  The multi-party 
system in current Ethiopia means dividing and weakening the power of the opposition 
forces from overthrowing the politically dominant leaders in power supported by 
military and security forces. The military and security forces are the guardian of the 
system, not the constitution.  Killing and imprisoning of citizens who are struggling 
for democracy is a fashion in today's Ethiopia. There is also the tendency for the 
ethnic problem to be intensified as a result of a multi-party system which leads to the 
disintegration of the people of Ethiopia. The multi-party system creates favourable 
situations for different rival groups to emerge. The disintegration of the people on 
ethnic identity will create a suitable situation for the dictatorial government cadres to 
easily penetrate into the people and practice the divide and rule governing system. 
The various institutions organized in the name of democracyand human right issues 
by the government are deceptive. They are messengers of the dictatorial ruling 
government to easily implement a policy of divide and rule without hindrances. 

The current ethnic politics created unequal citizens in the country. The dominated 
poor ethnic groups in the country do not have equal access to resources. However, the 
dominant group who is in power in the name of some group of the people belongs to 
the ethnic group from which it emanated.Practically the group of individuals in power 
are not representative of any society or ethnic group in the country, but organized in 
the name of representatives of a certain group. They occupied power and resources by 
gun.    

In the country at present opportunities and benefits are not equally distributed due to 
ethnic politics run by the ruling elites. The policy is favouring the rich group in power 
and further dominates the poor citizens. Ethiopia as an old and independent nation 
expected to have democratic institutions that respect human rights and deepen 
democratic culture in the country. The situation is quite different from this.  

It is important to design capacity building strategies that enable the domestic 
institutions to work in the process of nation-building on democratic ideology instead 
of serving the dictatorial regime. They must be restructured democratically with 
skilled manpower committed to democracy and safeguarding human rights. The 
skilled manpower must be well equipped with the knowledge of the global agenda 
and the sensitiveness of the situation the country is engulfed due to an ethnic rivalry. 
The people working in the democratic institution and the new party should have the 
understanding of indigenous knowledge, histories and those who favour nationalism 
than ethnic politics. The reason is indigenous knowledge is the foundation of 
information for the society that empowers local decision-making and communication   
(Flaviers1995:479). The knowledge has its own distinctive social, political, economic, 
and cultural origins.  The knowledge is specific to a given geographical area 
(Senanayake 2006:87). It helps not to directly copy what it doesn't fit into the culture 
of the society. The political parties and democratic institution, political principles and 
work ethics must be changed. The people of Ethiopia should work together and 
mobilize the resources available both natural and human efficiently injustice. Priority 
must be given to safeguarding  human rights in order to employ the various strategies 
that can compete with the rest of the world.    

It is not through an ethnically based political system that the problem of the so-called 
nation and Nationalities questions is addressed. However, a truly democratic 
environment can solve all questions raised by the different groups.  The culture of 
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different groups in the country kept alive only when the democratic and human rights 
are clearly addressed.  

Democracy and human rights issues can build on the same foundation. Both are 
claiming the same question human freedom and autonomy. We cannot talk about 
democracy in the absence of human rights. Democracy and human rights are the two 
sides of the same coin. This is not true in the present governing system in Ethiopia. 
The government and the ruling party in Ethiopia named itself democratic in the 
absence of human rights and vice versa. How do the killing and torturing thousands 
make one system democratic or government safeguarding human rights?    

In current Ethiopia, there are no democratic institutions that can justify human rights. 
The so-called democratic institutions in the country are pieces of machinery of the 
ruling elite that justify the government as democratic.  Totally it is impossible to have 
a democratic system in places where human rights are not safeguarded. Democracy in 
its real meaning does not exist in placeswhere human rights are not protected. It is 
because political leaders in Ethiopia are in power not by the will and consent of the 
people(Teshome2012:46).   

At present,in order to guarantee democracy and human rightsin the country, the 
formation of a strong unityparty of the opposition groups named ‘Ethiopian Peoples’ 
Progressive Party’is vital.  Disintegrating in the ethnic line will again lead to mass 
chaos.  The new party ideology must gainthe respect of the people of Ethiopia. Since 
the EPRDF party is in power strong unity party must be formed with different 
ideology to be an alternative to the people.  After the fallof the EPRDF party through 
people struggle it is possible to form a multi-party democratic system in whatever 
form. However, even those groups who are interested to form parties on the ethnic 
line can formafter the people exercise democracy in the two-party system. Party on 
Ethnic line is not the solution to form democratic and all-inclusive Ethiopia. This does 
not mean that the two-party system will not continue forever as the democratic 
system. However, exercising democratic right under a two-party system without 
dividing peoples choice among different alternative is better. The trend in Ethiopia 
shows whenever, we talk of multi-party democracy, they are formed in ethnic line 
than ideological unity.  This is the creation of the EPRDF system in the last twenty-
seven years. 

The EPRDF believes Ethiopia a country which has 100years old. It completely denied 
the country’s ancient history.  

It is then not surprising that one of the most persistent ideological positions 
of the EPRDF regime was to define the meaning of the Ethiopian past as a 
collection of ethnic conflicts and, correlatively, to redefine Ethiopia as a 
colonial entity that came into existence in the nineteenth century. In the 
words of Dawit Yohannes, the former legal adviser of Meles Zenawi and 
current Speaker of the House, “Ethiopians say there is no country called 
Ethiopia…” (Maimire 2005:294). 

EPRDF only support multi-party system in theory, but practically it implemented 
a one-party system (Ibid:124) 

Why EPRDF and strong opposition party EPPP in a  transition period as a two-party 
system needed.  
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As we all know the political technologies of the ruling party is “Revolutionary 
democracy” which is based on the idea of “developmental state” as state rationality 
(Teshome 2012: 70).  The concepts of ‘revolutionary democracy’ are against the idea 
that individuals are the bases for both economic and political development (Ibid). 
Hence,  another state rationality or political technologies  which focused on morally 
respected and autonomous individuals responsible  for creating developed Ethiopia 
has to be formed. The new ideology   run against the state technologies of the ruling 
party in power without the consent of the people. The formation of this opposing 
party enables the people to choose from two reasonable alternatives and so as to 
exercise  democracy.  In addition to that, the newly formed party which is Ethiopian 
people Progressive Party must base itself on the principle‘Ethiopia comes first, not a 
race, not region, not language or not religion’. This principle is against  the 
technologies that the ruling party EPRDF implemented which is ‘Ethiopia comes  
second to race, region, language  or religion’. Not only that the member of new 
progressive party must be Ethiopians. This in other words to mean not individuals 
belongs to some races or ethnic identity. Unlike the present government in Ethiopia  
or the Belgian creation of ethnic identification of the Rwandans on  an identity card, 
the member of the EPPP must be identified on their identity card as an Ethiopian. 
They also  struggle to do the same for the people. The members of the party, 
therefore, are from Ethiopian people who is willing to belong to the party not on the 
bases of ethnic classification as it is implemented  by the EPRDF.  A party 
membership card shall be issued to every member on enrolment and identified not on 
the basis of his/her ethnic background  but by an Ethiopian.      In general the newly 
formed EPPP must be different in many ways from the ruling party EPRDF. This 
does not mean  totally there are not shared  elements in both.   Having the same 
element does not mean both equally practically implemented as we observed  in the 
27 years of experiences in the country. In addition the newly formed party should 
exercise the following aims; 

• Cooperate with all kindred and allied organisations, trade unions, civic 
organizations and others in joint political or other actions in harmony with the 
Party  Constitution and Regulations especially Ethiopianism.  

• Give priority to those   principles and values that promote  Ethiopianism  
•  Secure for gainfully employed Ethiopians the full fruits of   democracy and 

human rights  
• Maintain equitable distribution of income and encourage investment in 

Ethiopia by providing incentives to investors that enable them to create 
employment opportunities for citizens.  

• Protect political, social and economic emancipation of the people. 
•  Cooperate with Political Parties and civic organizations within and outside 

Ethiopia in the struggle for self-determination and good governance,  
protection of human rights and elimination of ethnic conflicts from the country 
in particular, from the continent and the world in general. 

• Ensure, Protect and control the natural resources of the country for the well-
being of the state and its citizens. 

• Unify all ethnic groups in Ethiopia as a single citizen on the unified values and 
respect differences. 

• Secure religious freedom and worship for all citizens and rights to all religious 
organisations to exist in Ethiopian. 
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• Provide a system of education which shall promote the Ethiopians to the 
greatest extent and in the best way possible by integrating both the indigenous 
and modern knowledge that can restore Ethiopianism. 

• Promote democracy, a free market system and economic development in  
Ethiopia based on the principle of equality.  

• Stand against self-determination up  to secession in the EPRDF constitution  

Conclusion  

Ethiopia is one of the world's oldest independent nation, in which territorial size has 
varied over the millennia of its survival due to both internal and external influences.  

Promoting democratic principles which Ethiopians for centuries practised, but eroded 
in modern politics is a key to success. This is possible when we enter into a new 
transitional period through two-party system democracy. Two party system 
democracy does not mean the existence of only two parties,   two dominant parties 
having other parties. However,what is recommended in this article is the country at 
this moment need two parties as a transitional period to exercise democracy in the 
country without dividing peoples choice among different alternatives. It is also vital to 
promote the public good by representing a large part of the people of Ethiopia. The 
two-party system during the transition period is beneficial to voters to choice  of  
reasonable alternatives, and it also creates stability in the country.  The reason is 
currently what is dominated in the country is the formation of ethnic-based parties 
which is limited to represent specific groups of society. So splitting the people's idea 
among a large number of parties, resulted in the imposition of a minority view over 
the majority as the people experienced in the present regime. 

Allowingparty formation on ethnic line is beneficial for the dictatorial party to 
continue to divide and rule principle.   It is suitable to manipulate differences among 
the parties and the people.  Hence,  by forming strong Ethiopian People Progressive 
Party it is possible to win in the next election and then overthrows the ruling party and 
its ideology of divide and rule forever. Identity politics are soundless poisonous  in 
Ethiopia, many are killed by this enemy than hunger and famine.  
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