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 The function of universities has generally been discussed in two related aspects: 
what they do for society and what they do for individual?  Since the middle ages, 
universities have been valued and respected as centers for intellectual life.  Society 
determines the culture and culture determines the educational aims in true sense.  So in 
this way education today is the outcome of long socio-cultural process of evolution. The 
modern scenario and the aims must reflect the socio-cultural ethos of our society.  In 
order to address such questions, needs & new roles of higher education, the present study 
has been conceptualized.  Objectives for the study were formulated and different method 
for each objective was followed. Many expectations from higher education were 
obtained. These could be synthesized into seven broad classes.   
 Intensive study of the pertinent sources of the aims of higher education yielded a 
variety of aims in terms of national expectations, which could be divided in twenty-five 
categories. These categories of aims of higher education were discussed in detail. 
Suggestions for further research were also given. 
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 The function of universities has generally been discussed in two related aspects: 
what they do for society and what they do for individual?  Since the middle ages, 
universities have been valued and respected as centers for intellectual life.  They have 
provided places for scholars to work for the advancement of arts, letters & sciences.  
Higher education is the place where knowledge-seeking people pilgrimage and for which 
they take time of other activities to widen their intellectual horizons (Noam, 1995). 
    
Development of aims of Higher Education across Indian History  
 Society determines the culture and culture determines the educational aims in true 
sense.  So in this way education today is the outcome of long socio-cultural process of 
evolution. Enlightenment was the chief aim of ancient Indian education.  Basic character 
of education is that it informs a person and it enlightens him about things he does not 
know. In the primitive society education was not separate entity.  It was only that 
experience, which was transmitted from older generation to the younger one.  Thus the 
aim of education was changed and it shifted to the real experience of life.  Later, on 
education became a privileged act.  Those who were rulers, provided education to few 
ones due to the fear, that others, by getting education may get liberated.   
 

Abstract 
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Historically, the expectations from higher education in India have been the following:  
1. Development and Perfection of the Individual  

Ancient Indian higher education aimed at spiritual perfection i.e. attainment of 
salvation or emancipation.  

2. Pursuit & transmission of knowledge  
Knowledge meant all types of knowledge. The Vedic Indian scholars divided 
knowledge in two classes:   
Paravidya - Knowledge transcended from human experience  
Aparavidya - Knowledge based on human experience 
Higher education was expected to deal with both types of knowledge and to hand 
it over to the next generation. 
 

3. Preservation and Progress of Society  
Education was expected to conserve and preserve knowledge and culture of 
society was s responsible for its progress. The aims of higher education in ancient 
Indian University were - self-realization & salvation.  

  
 Prime aim of first three modern Indian Universities were just to conduct 
examination.  In post-1857 era, the higher education in India was expected to expand and 
encourage knowledge and education, and to build the character of students.  During the 
period of (1913-1921), teaching was added to examination in the aim of universities.  
According to University Education Commission (1948-49), the aims of universities were 
dissemination of learning, and provision for professional education to satisfy the 
occupational needs of our country.  The Education Commission (1964-66), the 
expectation from higher education was to deepen man's understanding of the universe 
and of himself in body mind and spirit and to disseminate this understanding throughout 
society.   
 
 These aims and functions of higher education in terms of the national expectations 
from universities today have also been studied and discussed by many current 
academicians and intellectuals.  
 
a) Expectations from higher education  

To educate well aware, autonomous and responsible citizens committed to 
national & universal principles, capable of dealing with the challenges of the century and 
of life long learning and to prepare expertise to assist in economic and social 
development and in scientific & technological research.   
b) Role and functions of higher education  

Colleges have newfound responsibility of acting as leverage to university 
education by undertaking the university education by undertaking the responsibility of 
capacity creation in critical areas such as research and inquiry, absorption of technology 
& moral leadership.  
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Origin of the Problem 

 The early universities were established during the British rule; they were 
predominantly occidental in organization and structure.  Later universities followed the 
same pattern irrespective of the fact that the situations had changed and so have the 
expectations we have to fail permanently because borrowed models of university systems 
were attempted to foster our objectives without developing either the people or the 
organizational infrastructure, to support them.  We perhaps, need a paradigm shift. 
Change, then is the buzzword.  But what is to be changed, certainly the aims and 
objectives of higher education, because it is the new era. The modern scenario and the 
aims must reflect the socio-cultural ethos of our society.  In order to address such 
questions, needs & new roles of higher education, the present study has been 
conceptualized.   

Significance of study 

 In this world of incessant and feverish activity men have little time to think much 
less to consider ideals & objectives.  Yet how are we to act, even in the present, unless 
we know which way we are going and what are objectives are? Universities and colleges 
of Higher Education should be very clear about the aims of higher education so that they 
can come up to the expectations of the people of the nation and may fix their targets, 
methods and curriculum of teaching according to these aims and expectations. Also they 
should be able to synthesize these aims with the technical aspects of various disciplines 
and make their laws and statutes accordingly. National planners also need to have a clear-
cut understanding of the aims of higher education so that they may perceive the academia 
in the overall national developmental perspective. Knowledge of the aims of higher 
education is also important for the political parties & government, so that they may plan 
their strategies accordingly. All the students in the arena of higher education should also 
be very clear as far as what the nation wants from higher education and the universities.  
 
Objectives & Methodology 
Objective-1 
 To sample out relevant primary and secondary sources from the fields like 
history, education, philosophy, culture politics & economics, from the standpoint of aims 
of higher education in India.  
Method  
To meet this objective a list of primary and secondary sources of data as follows, was 
prepared after consulting the experts and teachers in this area.  
a) Primary sources: Constitution of India, University Education Commission, 

Education Commission.  
b) Secondary Sources: 

i) Literature on Nation builders:  Gandhi & Nehru 
ii)  Literature on Great Indian thinkers, Educators & Educationists: 

Aurobindo, Vivekananda, Tagore, Zakir Husain & Acharya Narendra Dev. 
iii) Writings of modern intellectuals and academicians on the philosophy 

& aims of education: Sathya Sri Sai Baba  
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iv) Writing of other intellectuals, academicians, and University teachers 
 
Objective-2 
 To study the selected (as in objective-1) primary and secondary sources from he 
stand point of their reflection on the aims of higher education.  
 
Method  
 This objective was fulfilled by thoroughly studying one by one all the primary 
and secondary sources of data from the standpoint of the aims of higher education in 
India.  The consent of sources was marked with the pencil wherever any relevant matter 
regarding the aims of higher education was found.  After this the marked portions were 
brought out in the form of notes, which were compiled separately for each source of data.   
 
Objective-3 
 To draw/ bring out the aims and expectations from Indian higher education, from 
the various primary and secondary sources, selected for this study.  
 
Method  
 The relevant notes for aims of higher education were again studied in their proper 
consents and analyzed to yield the national expectations from higher education, which 
were enlisted source-wise.  These lists of aims constituted the data for present research.  
In case of certain aims of education it was difficult to decide the category & broad class 
where that particular aim is to be placed.  In such cases opinion of expert were taken, 
before taking any final decision.  
 
Objective-4 
 To classify the aims of higher education on the basis of their similarities & 
differences 
Method  
 The data yielded by a source was studied in descriptively and classified into the 
broad categories on the basis of the similarities & differences in the expectations yielded 
by a particular source.  Same process was repeated for each primary and secondary 
source of data.   
 
Objective-5 
 To do a critical study of various classes of the expectations from higher education 
obtained from various sources (objectives 2.a - 2e) and to build the aims of higher 
education for India through a creative synthesis of various classes of those expectations.  
 
Method  
 Classified aims of higher education obtained from all sources were kept parallel 
or juxtaposed.  Categories of aims in all the sources were seen together, and similar 
categories were selected and synthesized into one broad class and all the aims were 
amalgamated to yield the textual content care was taken at this stage that the original 
intent of the aim did not get lost.   
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 After the making of one synthetic class of aims, other similar categories were 
searched and merged together in the same way.  There were some categories of aims 
which wild not be merged with any other category.  Such categories were maintained as 
separate classes of aims of higher education.  
 
Findings  
 Many expectations from higher education were obtained. These could be 
synthesized into seven broad classes.  These broad classes of expectations along with 
their categories have been enlisted here, followed by a global picture of each broad class, 
which resulted from creative synthesis of expectations distilled out from primary & 
secondary sources of data. 
I) Optimum development of the individual  

a) Cultivation of mind: 
1. Mental faculties  
2. Reasoning & Scientific temper  
3. Creative Mind 
4. Excellence 
5. Vocationalisation 
b) Spirituality 
c) Personality development  
1. Personality 
2. Character  
3. Training for Leadership 
4. Acquisition of Great Values & virtues  
5. Aesthetic development. 

II) Social outcomes/ expectations from education  
a) Social aims  
b) Service of humanity / mankind  
c) Rural reconstruction 

III) Political expectations from University  
a) Political socialization 
b) Citizenry development  
c) Service of nation  
d) National Amity 
e) International Understanding  

IV) Cultural expectations  
V) Excellence in teaching  

a) General excellence in education  
b) Advancement of knowledge  
c) Application of knowledge 

VI) Research & Generation of knowledge 
VII) Expected functions of universities 

 
Optimum development of the Individual  
Cultivation of mind  
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Aim of Higher education should be to nourish the mental faculties of memory, 
judgment, imagination, perception & reasoning which will from the edifice of the thought 
& knowledge, and also help in the development of inborn faculties of youth. 
Development of mental faculties is important not only for equipping the learners with fit 
& sufficient tools but to train the learner in bringing fresh materials and use more 
skillfully those of which they are in possession.  

 
 The university stands for reason & openness of mind, which imbibes the truth 
wherever, it is found.  The universities should prepare youths who not only improve the 
old but being prepared to upset the old if it goes against the spirit of science & to train 
youth in rational methods of criticism and rational thinking.  So that the reason grows and 
prejudices are eliminated.  Higher education must awaken student's curiosity and rational 
grasp of the correct import of their cultural ideas & ideals, and to intelligently tackle the 
various problems connected with their domestic & social life.  
 
 Universities should go beyond the cultivation of intellect to under take the aim of 
the production of creative minds by providing an environment in which creativeness & 
vitality of mind & body have a place & can prosper.  The aim should be to develop such 
youths who are capable of original thinking not only in all subjects but also in all walks 
of life. The universities must function to make youth familiar with oneself and master 
oneself and to bring out of the individual not only the best and the noble that he is 
capable of, but also to endow him with an understanding of the true aim and significance 
of human life, so as to provide him with a lasting source of inspiration when he enters & 
faces the world at the end of academic training.  The University must make the individual 
realize that striving for excellence in all spheres of life & activity is the fundamental duty 
of every individual.  
 
 Aim of higher education should also be to enable one to stand on one's own feet, 
by inculcating in the individual the value of the dignity of labor and the spirit of 
entrepreneurship, communication, computation, social skills and manual skills which 
ultimately would enable the students to develop specific job skills later.  
 
Spirituality  
 The ultimate goal of education is to make the youths feel culturally self- 
conscious & spiritually efficient by imparting instruction in ethical, moral and spiritual 
codes & sadhanas & Yoga.  Higher education must be a synthesis of spiritualism & 
materialism to achieve higher discernment.  This aims to achieve a luminous totality of 
man's being. Students must be made to recognize the relationship between spirits & 
matter so that one neither looks down upon matter and the problems, the material life 
presents, nor slums spirituality as a lesson in escapism.  Universities should aim to foster 
in the student the sense of oneness, the flowering of personality & drawing out divine 
qualities in man.  The purpose of higher education is to liberate youths and to reach them 
at a new phase of evolution and to illumine the consciousness.  The aim of education 
cannot be less than the aims of life. 
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 Higher education is expected to build student's personality by the discipline of 
body, intelligence and will, and to develop youth's latent powers of observation, 
reflection and execution and to motivate inspire guide and redirect their energies of 
dynamism and spirits.  Higher education should aim to equip the youths with courage and 
determination and to shape their career and life with their own efforts inner & strength to 
develop the individual’s personality in totality and to liberate the student in the wide field 
of nature so that the individual may become what he possibly can. Higher education 
should also attain the objectives of beautiful well-proportionated body, a beautiful 
harmonious mind & a beautiful consistent integrated character and also to attain the 
objective of clean body, a clean mind & a clean life.  Development of character must be 
the major concern of higher education.  Fearlessness of mind, strength of conscience and 
integrity of purpose are the ingredients of strong character.  True education is that by 
which character is formed strength of mind is increased and intellect is expanded.  
 
 Principal object of all higher education is to train the youths in pursuit of truth the 
practice of virtue, righteous conduct, purity of mind, devotion to duty and lead an ideal 
life in the service of society. Higher education is expected to infuse in the student, the 
spirit of the nation's culture, aspirations and other qualities peculiar to it and a worthy 
amount of humanity.  Higher education must train the youths first as individuals than as 
citizens.  Development of youth as individual requires a sound and healthy body, strength 
& fitness, training of the senses, grace, beauty & harmony, self-mastery and discipline, 
courage and confidence, cooperation, impartiality & fair dealing with others.  Youths can 
be trained as citizens by inculcating the values of liberty, equality, justice, secularism, 
fraternity, socialism, good of all people nationalism, & inter nationalism.  
 
 The aim of higher education is to impart intellectual vision, aesthetic enjoyment 
and practical power to the youth by providing the individual's opportunity for exercise of 
their reflective powers, artistic abilities and practical work.  Training of aesthetic being is 
the real meaning of education.  One of the functions of university education is training for 
leadership in profession, public life and administration of public affairs.  India needs men 
who can turn the group of specialists into a working team, and who can combine 
imagination and practicability into a sound public programme.  
 
Social Aims of Higher Education  
 Aim should be not only the striving towards excellence in all spheres of 
individual activity but also in collective activity so that the nation constantly rises to the 
higher level of endeavor & achievement. The nation wants the Higher education to 
develop ability in youths to cooperate inspite of differences of temperament and the sense 
of responsibility, which make the performance of social duties more urgent than the 
satisfaction of personal needs, so that the individual's work and life must in every way 
conduce to make society a better society.  Higher education should create leaders for 
community service, national life and international coexistence.  

 
Higher education must prepare such young individuals who through selfless 

service save their fellow countrymen and make their country a means of serving 
humanity and the world.  The universities are expected to lay the foundations of happy 
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contented & human life in villages and to become centers for an all round education for 
the development of complete manhood. Higher education must develop such youth of 
who disseminate the understanding (of universe and of himself) through out society & to 
apply it in the service of mankind.  
   
Political Aims of Higher Education  
 Universities are expected to be part of the conscience of democratic society and 
the students helped to gain skills not just for their working life but also to participate as 
citizens. They should become engines of development for people, institutions and 
democracy in general.  The aim of higher education is to instill faith in values like 
fraternity, sovereignty, socialism, secularism, democracy, justice (social, economic & 
political), freedom (of thought expression, faith, belief & worship), equality and 
individual's dignity and nation's unity & integrity.  True democratic spirit should 
permeate the entire life of the university campus.  
 
 Higher education is expected to turn individual into a good citizen that is into a 
person who has harmonious relation with the other members of the community who is 
useful to the society who fulfills with zeal his obligations as a citizen. Ultimate function 
of higher education is to prepare such youths who serve the nation and who will be the 
real servants of the nation and would live and die for the countries freedom and answer 
the varied and growing requirements of people who are becoming increasing conscious of 
their rights & wants. Aim of higher education is to develop such youth for whom there is 
no such thing as individual benefit.  Therefore, the higher education should remodel it on 
new lines consonant with the national requirement. Aim of higher education to inspire the 
youth to remain loyal to their country, culture & tradition and develop a passion for social 
service.  Universities must aim to create an intelligentsia of adequate size and 
competence which comes from all strata of society and whose loyalties and aspirations 
are rooted in the Indian soil.  It should develop such youth who serve as the conscience of 
nation.  The youth should be trained to defend the country and render national service 
when called upon to do so.  
 
 The universities should find and train the intellectual pioneers of civilization 
because universities are the sanctuaries of inner life of the nation.  Higher Education 
should work to achieve social and national integration and to refine sensitiveness and 
perception that contribute to national cohesion.  It should empower the youth to become 
agent of social change.  Purpose of higher education is to remove the formidable gulf that 
exists between man & man and all men have to be released in the vast universe of man.   
 
 The objective of higher education should be to equip Indian youth for the dual 
task of ensuring the material progress of his country and also of demonstrating effectively 
before the world the Supreme worth of spiritual heritage in securing world wide peace & 
harmony i.e. to combine the dynamism and attitude of the west with the self poise and 
spiritual idealism of the East in order to develop a new type of manhood.  This can be 
achieved through the establishment of free communication of ideas between two 
hemispheres.  
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 Universities must promote international fraternity by fostering the spirit of world 
unity by acquainting the students & teachers with the culture & correct social vision.  
Higher education should develop the youth with the feeling of larger patriotism by 
drawing the various nations into a closer union and as the some time not sacrificing our 
national loyalties but acquire a new loyalty to the world community.  Thus nationalism 
should develop in relation to internationalism. Universities must help youth to widen the 
citizenship in his world republic of arts & science universities have to prepare India for 
the role that she has to play in the formation of the new international harmony. For this is 
to real, higher education must be based on mutual respect & understanding between 
nations as well as b/w individual & individual.  
 
Culture  
 Higher education is expected to acculturate the society and the universities should 
be built as the places of culture devoted to the conservation and dissemination of national 
& regional cultures drawing out the contribution from each generation and to prepare the 
youth who value the rich heritage of our composite culture and to make them competent 
to do critical appraisal of the culture, so that they are able to know the mind of India as a 
whole.  Higher education should aim to imbibe from other cultures present, as well as 
ancient, in order to realize the unity of Eastern spirit & harness it to the cause of human 
values & welfare.  Apart from producing cultured men & women the university should 
also contribute to the socio-economic and cultural development of societies around them 
and should be ready to serve the public cause.  
 
Excellence in teaching 
 The very essence of higher education is concentration & control of mind, not 
collection of facts and to impart inspiration to unveil various aspects of reality.  The aim 
of education is no longer an accumulation of knowledge in the form of a multitude of 
facts, but preaching an entirely new way of being. The country expects higher education 
to develop such youths who lead towards discovery of the fundamental truths, underlying 
the subject and progressively towards a larger discovery of the unity underlying these 
truths and the truths of other branches of knowledge.  
 
 Principle object of the university is to deepen man's understanding of the universe 
and of himself in body, mind & spirit.  The function of higher education is to create 
knowledge and train minds who would bring together the two, material resources & 
human energies.  Aim is also to extend the boundaries of knowledge i.e. the advancement 
of knowledge is a necessary ingredient for the aims of higher education.  Conservation 
and advancement of having is the dominant purpose of the universities.  They are also 
expected to raise the personal quality of its members.  Higher education should interpret 
old knowledge & beliefs in the lights of new needs & discoveries and to lead the youth to 
confront confusion of their present times and to find out how to solve out the problems of 
life.  Aim is not only to instruct, but help to live, not only mind & facts but also act and 
produce.   
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Research 
 The aim of higher education is to undertake research in as many branches of 
knowledge as possible and to produce an army of trained research workers who by their 
studies will not only set high standard of intellectual life in scholarship & scientific 
research but will also actively advance the moral & material progress of our country.  The 
higher education is expected to make research as a means of innovation and renewal of 
educational process.  Universities should aim at capability creation in critical areas such 
as research & inquiry, absorption of technology, spread of knowledge, entrepreneurship 
and moral leadership.  Higher education has a special role to play in both the 
development of knowledge based society and enabling youth to cope up with new 
challenges.  
 
Aims & Functions of Universities  
 Task of higher education is to be in touch with our complete life: economical, 
intellectual, aesthetic, social & spiritual.  Universities should give full scope to the youths 
not only for intellectual exploration but of vital creation as well and the teaching should 
be the overflow of this spring of culture, spontaneous and inevitable.  Higher education 
should provide society with competent men & women trained in agriculture arts, 
medicine, science, technology & various other professions who will also be cultivated 
individuals imbued with a sense of social purpose.  
 
 Universities should make provision for the efficient training of personnel needed 
for industrial development of the country.  A university must devote itself to a search for 
knowledge for the sake of its intrinsic value.  The proper function of a university is the 
imaginative acquisition of knowledge.  Universities must emphasize the unity of all 
knowledge and to attempt to bring humanities and science closer together into a real 
sense of unity.  Universities should contribute to the socio-economic and cultural 
development of societies around them.  
 
Conclusion  
 Intensive study of the pertinent sources of the aims of higher education yielded a 
variety of aims in terms of national expectations, which could be divided in twenty-five 
categories. Out of these twenty-five categories, eleven were concerned with the 
individual aims of higher education, related mainly with the cultivation of mind, 
personality development & spirituality.  Three categories were concerned with the social 
aims of higher education.  Five categories of aims addressed to the political and three 
categories devoted to the excellence in teaching and one category each emerged for 
culture, Research/ Generation of knowledge & aims/ functions of universities.  
 

Maximum number of aims of higher education obtained by this study related to 
the development of the individual (11 categories), which stated that the aim of higher 
education is to nourish all the mental faculties, in order to build a strong edifice of 
thought & knowledge, which may be helpful in bringing in fresh materials. University 
must stand for reason and openers of mind, which imbibes the truth.  Aim of higher 
education is the production of creative minds and to make the individuals strive for 
excellence in all spheres of life and activity higher education must inculcate in the 
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individual, the value of dignity of labor and spirit of entrepreneurship and social skills.  
Higher education must aim for spiritual development of youth.  Higher education must be 
a synthesis of spiritualism & materialism to achieve discernment, and developing divine 
qualities in man, by illuminating the consciousness.  Higher Education should aim to 
optimally develop the personality of the individual by disciplinary, the body, intelligence 
and will.  The aim should be to develop a consistent and integrated character and clean 
mind with a clean life.  True higher education is that by which character is formed, 
strength of mind is increased and intellect is expanded aim of higher education should 
also be concerned with the inculcation of great virtues, values and righteous conduct in 
the youths and training the youths as good citizens, of the nation filled with the spirit of 
nationalism and internationalism higher education must be for the training of the aesthetic 
senses and abilities and should also aim to prepare dynamic leaders for public social life.   

 
 Higher education must always be ready to shoulder the social responsibility also 
along with the development of individual.  The sources of data for present study yielded 
three categories of the social aims or expectations from higher education and five 
categories for the political aims of higher education. The aims reflected that the higher 
education must enable the youth not only to achieve excellence in all spheres of 
individual activity, but also to in collective activity so, that the nation constantly rises to 
the higher level of endeavor & achievement social duties should be more urgent than the 
satisfaction of personal needs.  Higher education should devote itself to create leaders for 
community service, national life and international coexistence.  Universities in India 
should also aim & lay the foundations of happy & contented life in villages, and to 
become part of the conscience of the democratic society.  They should become engines of 
development, of institutions and democracy and to instill faith in fraternity, sovereignty, 
socialism, secularism, democracy & justice and thereby enrich the citizenry.  Higher 
education is ultimately expected to prepare youth who will serve the nation and sacrifice 
individual benefit, and remain loyal to the nation its culture and tradition.  Universities 
must endeavor to find and train the intellectual pioneers of civilization, because 
universities are the sanctuaries of inner life of the nation universities must aim to can 
time the dynamism and attitude of the West with the spiritual idealism of the west, in 
order to develop a new type of manhood.  The country expects Universities to promote 
national amity as well as international fraternity and a new loyalty to the world 
community.  The university should be to able to transform it self as a place of culture 
devoted to the conservation and dissemination of national & regional culture ethos and to 
prepare youth who value the rich heritage of our composite culture.  Higher education 
should aim to imbibe from other cultures, present as well as ancient.   
 
 The basic purpose of higher education is to attain excellence in teaching by 
continuously innovating in pedigree.  The expectation from higher education is no longer 
an accumulation of knowledge in the form of multitude of facts but preaching an interlay 
new way of living.  Higher education must lead youths towards discovery of fundamental 
truths and progressively towards a larger discovery of unity underlying these truths and 
the truths of other branches of knowledge.  Principal object of university is to deepen 
man's understanding of the universe and of himself in body, mind & spirit.  Advancement 
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of knowledge is a necessary aim of higher education.  Aim of higher education is also to 
interpret old knowledge and belief in the light of new needs and discoveries.  
 
 Research is the most important aim as well as function of higher education.  Aim 
of higher education is to make research as a means of innovation and renewal of 
educational process.  Universities should aim at capability creation in critical areas such 
as research and inquiry, absorption of technology spread of knowledge, entrepreneurship 
and moral leadership, and development of knowledge based learning society and enabling 
youth to cope up with new challenges.  Function of university is to be in touch with our 
complete life, economic, intellectual, aesthetic, social & spiritual.  Teaching should be 
the overflow of this spring of culture.  Higher education has to provide the nation with 
the trained professionals & manpower and cultivated individuals intrude with a sense of 
social purpose & should also be prepared to continuously impart efficient training to 
personnel needed for industrial development of the nation.  
 
 Study of the documents and literature used in this study as primary and secondary 
sources of aims of higher education revealed certain neglected areas in the aims of higher 
education.  Advancements in the nation's economy, industry and its impact on society & 
higher education did not get reflected in the aims of higher education.  This meant that 
the material aspect of culture was almost ignored by the documents.  Aurobindo observed 
that the western culture suffered because of its neglect of the spiritualism. India 
emphasized spirituality and neglected materialism and suffered, heavily.  The issues 
relating to the affairs of women also did find due place in the expectations from 
education as portrayed in the documents.  Aspects of education beyond academics for 
example communication, placement & employment have also been neglected by the 
documents as far as the expectations from higher education are concerned.  
 
Suggestions for further research 
1. Bigger studies on the aims of higher education in terms of what the society 

expects from this public institution, need to be undertaken in which more sources 
of data, primary, secondary and tertiary and also a gamut of information from the 
electronic media & Internet may be utilized to conduct such studies with 
expanded scope of research.  If attempted, such studies will certainly prove more 
useful and worthy of application at the national level.  

2. Studies with similar design and objectives may also be conducted in specific areas 
of higher education. For example, medical, engineering, agriculture, commerce, 
fine arts and defense studies.  Such studies will go a long way in developing 
sound philosophies of education in these areas and will strengthen these 
disciplines as well as the nation at large.  

3. The policy documents of different political parties of India and the views of great 
statement and contemporary politicians may also be tapped for building the aims 
of higher education though some carefully planned qualitative researches. 

4. Future researchers in this area may also attempt analysis of the world documents 
on education, and culture (for example UNESCO documents) and the 
constitutions of some advanced some developing and some under developed 
activities.  
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5. The impact of the under-currents of globalization on the aims of higher education 
and the emergence of new philosophy of higher education are also the areas of 
concern for the researchers in education.  

6. It was found at the culmination of this study that the sources of data of the aims of 
higher education did not reflect aims in certain important areas of Indian social 
and economic life.  No expectation relating to the area of economic development 
& industry were found.  Similar position was observed regarding areas like 
education, technology and liberalization and globalization of the markets. 
Aims/expectations relating to the development of women were also not seen in 
the sources.  Many aspects of education other than academics, for example, 
relating to psychology, personality & communication of youth were found 
neglected. The future researchers should accept the challenge to work in these 
areas also, and highlight the aims of higher education pertaining to these 
important areas.  
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