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 Prospective Eurocentric learning theories concentrate much on the 
classification of learner types and learning theories and to build nomenclature based 
on psychological factors. Now the modalities on classroom practice and behaviour 
depend on cognitive, affective, psychological and physiological needs of the 
learner.21st-century learning theories mostly focus on the process of Information and 
Information Technology and for a meaningful and personalized learning relevant to 
the learners’ dominant style of learning. the dogmas of the critical pedagogy at 
present include the slogans : interact, create, originality, spontaneity, elaborative 
thinking , react  to the surroundings and environment, innovative practices etc. while 
reviewing and discussing the existing theories, it seems necessary to find the 
contribution of Indian indigenous teaching/learning practice and the role of individual 
learner wisdom in the process. The question remains to be discussed whether the 
Indian indigenous practices in teaching can also be incorporated along with, as a 
prospective modality in teaching and learning in higher education for sustainable 
development in our country. 
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Introduction 

 Theories on learning are a major constituent of pedagogical content knowledge. 
Principles and theories of learning help one to find appropriate methods of teaching 
and to implement effective educational programs. A complete knowledge of the 
learner characteristics also may support active teaching. This has directed the National 
Accreditation Council to fix certain standards in deciding the quality of pedagogical 
activities in higher education. Based upon this UGC has highlighted that the teaching / 
learning process should concentrate at construction of knowledge and at the diversity 
of learners together with modern innovative methods of teaching. Prospective 
modalities of teaching in higher education look much on perspectives of learning in a 
multi-dimensional way. Any kind of discussion on learning and its related theories at 
present look at European centred arguments and classification. Therefore, the 
epistemology behind the process of learning is classified based on hierarchies, 
categories and types of learning. Such kind of category classification is confined to 
knowledge, skills, attitudes and values. Category learning distinguishes between 
intentional learning and incidental learning. All the classifications tell us about the 
observational process involved in learning. Thus learning is basically a way of 
knowing,gaining and acquiring information, helping to enrich intellect and 
perspectives about the world and the society.  The present study tries to analyse how 
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Bloom’s taxonomy of learning objectives is associated with the ancient Indian Vedic 
literature. Bloom’s taxonomy has got its roots in Upanishads.  The Katha Upanishad 
(qtd. in Mookerji)says“He who is possessed of supreme knowledge by concentration 
of mind, must have his senses under control, like spirited steeds controlled by a 
charioteer”. (Mookerji xvii) 

Review of Research and Development in the Subject 

A comprehensive study on Constructionism has yet to be done though research works 
are ongoing in various Universities in India. As the hypothesis of the present study is 
that all Eurocentric theories are originated in the ancient Indian Vedic education, it 
has a wide scope for research. 

Specific Objectives 

1.      To understand the Indian Vedic pedagogic theories. 

2.      To evaluate the dyspedagogic implications in the classrooms. 

3.      To understand the different learning styles. 

4.      To analyse the different learner types. 

5.      To develop prospective modalities of teaching/learning at the tertiary level. 

The Natural System of Learning and Styles of Learning 

The natural process of learning such as emotional, social, physical, cognitive, 
reflective learning systems are basic to any study on learning theories. The idea 
behind this is the belief that all students will learn, and the students’ differences are 
honoured in the classroom. Instructors can connect the learning to the students’ lives, 
instructors can provide multiple ways for students to show what they know, and that 
the learning climate is supportive, inclusive and predictable. Another Eurocentric 
classification is regarding learning styles. Learning styles consider the cognitive, 
affective, psychological and physiological needs of the people – how they perceive 
and process information and how they engage with, interact with, and react to their 
surroundings and environments. In most cases, learners will have a dominant style of 
learning. Apart from this learners are classified by identifying specific features and 
characteristics. Auditory learners, kinaesthetic learners, imaginary learners, 
interpersonal learners are some of them. Yet another classification is based on certain 
symbols and analogies used to identify different specificities in learning styles. 

Indian Indigenous Style 

While reviewing and discussing the existing theories, It seems necessary to find the 
contribution of Indian indigenous teaching /learning practice and the role of 
individual learner wisdom in the teaching /learning process. The question remains to 
be discussed whether the Indian indigenous practice in teaching can also be 
incorporated along with, as a prospective modality in teaching /learning in higher 
education. This paper will hint at only two theories as a touchstone to show the 
importance of indigenous practice such as ‘observational learning’ and ‘emotional 
intelligence’.Hemanth Goparaj and Dr.Radha Sharma has traced the ancient wisdom 
on emotional intelligence and related it to the modern concepts of learning theories in 
their paper (24). It has been established that in Rigveda and in Bhagavat Gita 
references to the structure of mind and intelligence are given in detail. The Vedas 
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have been mainly concerned with knowledge and intelligence, which is knowledge 
about self and the Supreme. The emotional competencies/ intelligence suggested by 
Goleman have its roots in the Vedas. The methods of yoga and meditation techniques 
very well explain how to perceive, use, understand and manage emotions. The 
learning theories, formulated out of the great Classics give us a clear vision as to find 
the teaching modalities for higher education. 

The indigenous system of education concentrated extensively on the emotions and 
interactions of the learner in domestic situations. In the Indian system, students were 
safe and comfortable before they care to be learned. The great Saints understood that 
emotions have a huge effect on the ability to focus and learn and belief existed that 
emotions are both innate and acquired, learned from peers and parents, teachers 
throughout life. Our ancient system of teaching/ learning fostered kinship by group 
norms and values and was more conducive to learning. The modern theorist says that 
students who feel part of a group and accepted by peers, are more confident and 
experience less stress in difficult learning situations. Observation and ‘experiencing 
learning’ were yet two other kinds of methods followed in the traditional Indian style. 
The learner observes and imitates the Guru’s responses, and behaviour and 
information and concepts are acquired in a passive way. 

Learning by observation and imitation prove to be a quick way and four types of 
processes were there in this kind of learning. They were attention, retention, 
reproduction, and reinforcement of knowledge. This traditional approach has now 
paved the way to modern social cognitive theory (Gagne). The concept of knowing 
thyself, and then know your surroundings is a basis for this modernist theory of self-
understanding, self-efficacy and social cognition.  

The indigenous systems of education in the Asian subcontinent enjoyed three ways of 
learning, such as Shravana, Manana, Niddhyaasana. This was similar to the system 
that existed in China and in South East Asian regions. Shravana is the hard-core 
listening and concentration to the Guru and Manana is the process of interpretation of 
the knowledge acquired by the learner and Nidhyasana is complete comprehension 
and realisation of knowledge through practice. 

The indigenous educational system and learning theories can be derived solely from 
the Brahminical literature. This brings out the physiological and psychological aspects 
of the learning process and underlines the quality of learning. Variant outcomes of 
learning Such as character formation, personality development, the altogether 
development of the learner, skill development, social sense and love for national 
culture were some of them. We get authentic notions about human mind and intellect, 
intelligence from such sources as the Upanishads, Dharmasutra, Amarakosha etc. The 
ancient temples of learning where famous for discussions on alchemy and astrology 
and branches of Social Science and Science. The fundamental thoughts about life and 
intelligence and social being were concealed in the individual wisdom of the great 
thinkers of ancient India. They have set an indigenous array of thoughts about the 
process of learning human mind and brain. The writings of Aryabhatta, Panini, 
Kautilya, Patanjali, Charaka, and Susruta are some of them to be mentioned. 
The Present Study 
A study has been conducted to assess the impact of teaching in UG literature class. 
The experimental study had a pre-test and post-test phase and a control group. Four 
classes were given to the group on the same topic. The class hours were of one-hour 
duration. Two classes were taken by highly talented and motivated lecturers who 
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showed talent to perform in the class. Two of the other classes were conducted by 
practitioners, very efficient and qualified in modern pedagogy. The result helped to 
reach the conclusion that the instructions from the talented motivated teachers without 
any pedagogical training were more appreciated and useful to the students at the 
tertiary level. 
Recommendation 
 This paper gives only a bare blueprint of the structure of research work to be 
conducted in the future that may help to find out the roots of many modern theories in 
critical pedagogy. 
Conclusion 
The teaching of language and literature in the tertiary level should be tailored suitable 
to the needs of the contemporary society. However, total rejection of the traditional 
style may not be beneficial in the Indian cultural situation. Thus it may be suggested 
that any kind of planning and designing of curriculum and syllabus should see to the 
native culture and traditional practices in pedagogical processes. So the postmodern 
thinkers on dyspedagogia and learning theories may concentrate on researching the 
possibilities of a synthesis of occidental and the oriental approaches of teaching 
modalities for a changed hi-tech society in India. Such a new approach can include 
new modalities of teaching for the future. New modalities will incorporate new 
teaching strategies. A system which can connect new learning to past experiences: a 
model which will be hands-on, focusing, innovative, challenging the learner by 
inspiring and motivating and which can transfer and apply the new knowledge 
acquired to new situations in life. 
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