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Attempt has been made to explore the geographical location and historical tradition of the 
Gorekhnath temple of jagatsinghpur district in Odisha. It also highlights the various 
facets of the temple such as the impact of Natha cult and culture, popular legend and 
myths, ushering of Buddhism and Jainism etc. moreover, the splendid architecture of the 
temple and sacred burial place of Baba Gorekhnath are the centre of fascination for 
pilgrims. 
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Introduction:  

The temples of Odisha are famous all over the world for its rich cultural art and 
architectural heritage. It exhibits a majestic grandeur. Odisha being located on the eastern 
coast of India is one of the lands of cultural heritage in the form of historical antiquity. 
The district of Jagatsinghpur is famous for its natural beauty and rich cultural heritage 
.The historical edifices and monuments are found in and around the jagatsinghpur district  
of Odisha  ranging from 7th century A.D. towards 19th century onwards that provide 
information to study the evolution of art and different features. Thus, the cultural history 
of the district dated back to 6th -7th century A.D.The facts revealed out of exploration and 
excavations of sites. Early historic and medieval sites .Gorekhnath temple of 
jagatsinghpur district is one among the famous Lord Shiva shrine in Odisha. The town of 
Jagatsinghpur is around 65km from Odisha's capital Bhubaneshwar The famous temple is 
located at a distance of 5kms from jaipur chowk.(Cuttack-Paradeep road via 
Raghunathpur) . 

Origin of Nath Cult: 

 'Nath Tradition' has a great influence in Hinduism. The Natha cult is a synthetic 
faith. It was associated with tantric Buddhism, Saivism, Jainism and Vaishnavism.  
Jagatsinghpur's Baba Gorakhnath Temple is considered as one of the powerful shrines in 
the region. Baba Gorakhnath was a great practitioner of yoga. It owes its origin to the 
practice of Yoga and It is a compound of yoga, Jnana , Bhakti, which influenced the 
religious faith of the people of Odisha from 8th to 18th century . The moto of his 
preachings was that 'all humans should work towards enlightment'. It influenced the Odia 
language and literature such as Sisuveda, Tika Govinda Chandra. Some CharyaGitikas of 
the Natha Siddhas cast their spell on the spiritual, philosophical and cultural life of the 
people of Odisha. Gorakhpur in Uttar Pradesh is the centre for Nath Tradition. Nath 
Tradition can also be traced in Odisha, Assam and Nepal. Interestingly, Mathsyendranath 
and Gorakhnath have a great importance in Tibetan Buddhism as well. They are seen as 
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great masters of spiritual attainment among various shrines across the country, Baba 
Gorakhnath temple in Jagatsinghpur of Odisha is the most revered in this tradition. 

Legend: 

As per the saying, Guru Mastyendranath was in search of a disciple. He listened 
to the divine voice that he would get his disciple in kathakota village; present kerkera in 
the jagatsinghpur district of Odisha and got Baba Gorekhnath . He was instructed to 
preach the name of Lord Shiva throughout the country. Baba Gorakhnath was the 
follower of Matsyendranath, the founder of Nath tradition, who popularised this tradition. 
It is said Baba Gorakhnath performed meditation at this place. Legend says that Baba 
Gorakhnath didn't stop his meditation even when a large ant hill grows over him. Finally, 
his meditation helps in attaining great power  towards the 9thcenturyA.D.,the  Natha cult 
had became very popular in  Odisha.. The People of rural area in odisha largely respected 
this cult. lt has assimilated the Buddhist elements in it Most of the Natha Siddhacharyas 
of Odisha including Kanhupa,Lue-pa, Bhusuka -Pa and Sahari -Pa have been included in 
the 84 Siddhacharyas of the Buddhist , Jaina and  Natha Cult. 

Temple Architecture: 

The Gorekhnath temple at kerkera in the present Jagatsinghpur district bears the 
memory of Baba Gorekhnath. It is a rekha deula. The figure of a big snake is found at the 
top of the temple. The Khapuri, Amla and Beki are quiet distinct. The temple has 64 
chambers. There are four small temple attached to it. The 8 figures of the Natha Yogis 
were instrumental in spreading Natha religion in the nook of Odisha,at the second middle 
of the temple. They are Sri Dhrumilanarayana, Nhartruharinath, Matsyendranath, 
Jwalendranath, Prabhudhanarayanagopinath,' Chamasenarayana, Revananath and 
Gorekhnath. The temple walls bear the figures of the god and goddess of the Brahmanic 
Pantheon. 

The Samadhi of Matsyendranath: 

 Inside the temple complex kerkera the burial of Baba is found. It is believed that 
Mastyendranath was the incarnation of God Shiva .People visited the Samadhi to get 
boon. This place is an important part of the temple complex. Inside the temple 
complex,there is a sacred Banyan tree called Batavrikshya. It is said that under this tree 
Baba Gorekhnanth was performing the Mrutyunjaya Upasana, under a big Banyan tree 
near the temple.The devotees keep their desire or manasika by tieing red clothes (Dhittas) 
on the branches of this tree. Those who worship Baba Gorakhnath here with a pure heart 
are said to rewarded by him; all wishes are said to come true.Today, people tie sacred 
threads to this tree as an offering. Sacred threads are tied to the Banyan Tree. There is a 
yagna mandapa where yagnas take place regularly. The Great Pond or Chandan Pokhari 
situated on the northern side of the temple. The devotees take their sacred bath and feel 
themselves holy and pure. There is an Akhanda dhuni or never ending fire inside the 
temple complex. People believe that the bibhuti (ash) of this place is very sacred. It is 
believed that if any man or cattle is bitten by any poisonous snake the life of that man or 
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cattle can be saved by taking this bibhuti. Hence, this temple is said to be very powerful. 
Thousands of devotees throng at this temple every year especially on the occasion of 
Maha Shivratri.There is large number of monkeys regarded as the special devotees of the 
lord. Devotees who come here should be aware of the number of monkeys who stroll 
around the campus. Though, they don't hurt anyone, monkeys try to snatch food.  
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