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Language is the only way a person or a child can express himself/herself. What 
distinguishes a man from an animal is the language. Language is a process of explanation 
and empowerment by which the individuals are able to express themselves. Mother 
Tongue is a first language for any infant. During this period, children’s language 
attainment would develop soon and well.  Therefore, mothers’ verbal input would affect 
children’s language. Mother tongue helps a person to understand the dialect of other 
languages. English is a universal language without it anybody can’t survive in this 
globalization. The purpose of this paper is to describe the significance of English as 
secondary language and how much basic language is helpful in teaching English. 
KEYWORDS: English language, Mother Tongue, Linguistic principles  
 
 Introduction  
       “A language is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols by mean of which a social group 
co-operates.” 

                                     By Bloch and Trager 

Language is one of the unique possessions of man. In fact, it is language which makes a 
man good or bad. By using a language, a person can win the heart of others. With the 
same language, he can lose his dignity and degrade himself in the society. The speakers, 
who have a good command over language, can attract a good number of audiences. Both 
language and society are related to each other. Language is the flesh and blood of culture 
in India. It helps in the preservation of culture and civilization of the people. In the field 
of mass media, English is the most favorite language. Take the TV news as an example. 
Star News, CNN and BBC are good choices to get information about the current national 
and international news. The possible reasons are not only the giant organization of these 
two news agencies but also the language CNN and BBC use for spreading news, i.e., 
English. In the entertainment industry, English has a matchless position. In the movie 
field, Hollywood plays an important role and produces lots of movies every year. Among 
the movies from Hollywood, most are in English or come with English subtitles. In the 
music field, having English communication ability seems to be the basic requirement for 
the artists to compete in the global market. The reason of choosing English is mainly due 
to its wide acceptability in the world. Among all the academic papers published each 
year, more than fifty percent were written in English. The more amazing fact is that the 
percentage of English written papers is still rising year by year. English is preferred to 
any other language in the field of science and technology. When two speakers with 
different first languages want to communicate with each other, each speaker has to 
choose a common language to make him/her understood. The chosen common language 
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is the lingua franca. Currently, the language chosen most often around the world is 
English. English is usually chosen as the lingua franca for international communication. 
So it can be found that English replaces the world language. In non-English speaking 
areas, it is not English but the local dominant languages that kill the minority languages 
Mother Tongue  
Learning of mother tongue takes place in a very natural way. From the birth of a child, it 
is surrounded by an atmosphere where mother tongue is being spoken. Thus listening by 
the child goes on and after a few months some meaningful cries are uttered by it. In every 
case listening and speaking are learnt at home and then the child is sent to school for 
learning reading and writing of the language. When the child learns mother tongue, his 
mind is like a clean slate but at the time of his learning a foreign language, he has already 
learnt his mother tongue. According to Paul “when we learn our first language, face the 
universe directly and learn to clothe it with speech; when we learn a second language, we 
tend to filter the universe through the language already known”  
Foreign language in Education 

 It is certain that English is a vital means of communication, mainly in the era of 
globalization. Today, education is global and a versatile social service, which must 
reward human inventiveness, assurance and independence. The present day education is 
aimed at the escalation of body, mind, intellect and character. Children are humanity's 
greatest positive feature. Hence a new vision of human greatness must be instilled in 
them. Many children go out of our country in quest of higher education. Hence we should 
welcome modern awareness based on age old civilization. It is a widely acknowledged 
fact that knowledge 
must be acquired and increased by a lifelong relearning and retaining system. English 
language is realized as a link language with global implication and also the most spread 
language in the world. In India it is now an Official language in addition to Hindi. 
Students at the school level need to acquire better ability in English along with the 
learning of other languages. With the changing times, potential of the society about the 
role of students and demands on them also changed. A very observable change came with 
the arrival of industrialization and society is in need of trained meritorious personnel who 
can effectively contribute to the efficiency and manufacture of a variety of goods as well 
as run the administration. This culture also exposed the need for 'trained persons' with 
desired capabilities and skills to fulfill diverse tasks. Hence there is a fabulous pressure to 
see that all students acquire essential qualifications or degrees that lead to the best kind of 
employment, thus leading to the importance of imparting knowledgeable and updated 
education. A degree is no longer a necessary and sufficient qualification if it is not 
imparted with competency. This cannot be attained if the student does not adapt himself 
to the exposure of the emerging 'era of knowledge' The students need to have a channel 
of communicating with other schools, colleges and Institutions for which the knowledge 
of English plays an important role. 
English language also plays a significant role right at the school levels where a child 
tastes the sweetness of the literary language and develops an interest in it and inculcates 
the habit of book reading. English as a subject helps a lot to get one into the habit of book 
reading as most of the books are written in that language. Reading a good book can get 
one enter a different world of relaxation. The cross cultural communication helps bring in 
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the confidence in the child and urges him to improve his skill in communicating with 
various people and encourages them to handle complex concepts with ease. In a period of 
globalization and modernization English language learning enables in transferring the 
individuality of a child into a personality. Hence one has to be honest, sincere and 
dedicated in learning all the subjects equally and update his knowledge by referring 
various books for which again English language learning plays a key role. To survive in 
modern society English language learning is as important as water to us. It is also 
identified to be one of the factors for many graduates to be unemployed. The unemployed 
graduates are urged to polish up their knowledge in English and Communication skills to 
better equip themselves. This can be better achieved only if the students begin to learn the 
language with keen interest at their school level paying equal efforts along with learning 
other subjects or the key subjects. This holistic approach imparts an education with 
intellectual expansion by which one can stand on one's feet. The school environment 
enables the child to attain changes with the changing times and attain his noble objectives 
if he contributes his mite to improve himself in the English language. In some literature, 
ELL services for English language learners are sometimes referred to as English as an 
Additional Language (EAL) services. Services for students who speak a variation of 
English significantly different than that used in school are referred to as English as a 
Second Dialect (ESD) services. In the prior English learning of students from all the 
countries, the main focus of the teaching was on English grammar and other aspects of 
standard usage. Essentially, learning English was seen as learning a scholarly skill for the 
purposes of reading and writing, not as learning a living language of use. Thus in learning 
English at school, the main pedagogical medium was reading and writing, rather than 
conversation. The main pedagogical style was informative, in which students were 
positioned as largely passive learners. In their interviews, the students made frequent 
references to all three of these aspects, which interacted in the practices of educational 
teacher-centered classrooms, and had become combined in their recollections of school. 
In the typical school lessons on English, teachers explained the grammatical rules, 
students did the exercises set out in the text books, and classroom interactions were 
largely one-way. Oral communication skills such as speaking and listening were almost 
totally ignored. Students rarely had the chance to use English in conversation in the 
classroom, and were under no pressure to become capable in this. 

Effect of second language on first 

The positive effects learning a second language has on the learner. Language skills such 
as those involved in reading comprehension are being transferred from one language to 
another. In other words, when reading in a second language the learner develops 
comprehension skills which research has shown are transferred into reading. Learning 
another language enhances student’s English ability as well as develops the students 
reading comprehension skills. When learning a second language children must develop 
an understanding of the basic structures and patterns of two languages in order to produce 
new statements in each language. Knowing how to write implies both knowing linguistic 
rules, i.e., correct spelling and syntax at the sentence level. And it implies knowing how 
to handle textual conventions such as genre, coherence, Discourse and formality etc. 
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Linguistic principles  

• Language is learnt 
• Language is system 
• Language is unique 
• Language is a skill subject 
• Language is for communication 
• Language is ever changing 
• Language relates to culture 

Grammatical awareness 
As the above quotations indicate, when learning English at school, the students had been 
loaded with grammar lessons, and developed a strong awareness of this aspect. 
Regardless of the difficulties this created at the time, or the later consequences for their 
conversational skills, they had become convinced that grammar was the most important 
aspect in English language learning. They had absorbed the teachers’ lessons that if they 
first mastered the grammatical aspects of English they would then be able to learn other 
skills. At the same time, they were very focused on avoiding grammatical mistakes. This 
fixation with mistake avoidance made it difficult for them to take the risks that are always 
inherent when speaking in conversation in a language that is only partly understood. For 
some, the concern about grammar seemed directly to inhibit speaking and listening skill 
development, then and now. Here the students’ beliefs about language learning, instilled 
into them both implicitly and explicitly at school, directly shaped the way they used and 
learned English in later life – and in the case of some of the students, continued to set 
limits on what they could achieve. If learners believe that making errors will delay their 
language learning progress, these learners may actually refrain from engaging in 
communicative activities, thus hindering the development of their communicative 
competence. Despite the great emphasis on the teaching of grammatical aspects at school, 
the students still found it a difficult aspect of English to learn, then and now. When asked 
what part of learning English was difficult for them, most students referred to grammar. 
One reason for this was that as noted by one of the students, there were pronounced 
differences between the grammatical structure of English and that of the student’s own 
language.  
 Key components in a course syllabus. 

1. Goals and objectives 
2. Materials 
3. Methods of teaching 
4. Testing and Evaluation 

1. Goals and Objectives    
a) English is to be used to communicate in social settings. 
b) It should be used to achieve academically in all content areas. 
c) English should be used in socially and culturally suitable ways. 

2. Materials- Materials should be prepared that are based on the achievement of stated 
goals and objectives.  Teaching and learning materials which contain various 
activities and entertainment should be employed.  The program should include 
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English skills, computer skills as well as cultural knowledge. Different types of 
teaching aids such as texts, newspapers, tapes, CD- ROM, smart classes and 
projectors should be used while teaching. Internet should be used where appropriate 
to encourage both learning and teaching in the classroom and outside the classroom.  
These are some useful web sites for English teaching and learning. 

                http://nationmultimedia.com/edu/ 

                http://www.student-weekly.com/ 

                http://iteslj.org/links 

3. Techniques of Teaching- Among the most useful techniques that are also practiced 
with LD students are namely presentation techniques, total physical response, 
discovery techniques, multi-sensory techniques and meta-cognition. All of these 
techniques offered a wild range of activities that stimulate and involve students in the 
learning process. Multi-sensory techniques, discovery techniques and meta-cognition 
are useful teaching techniques concerning young learners with learning difficulties. 
The advantage of multisensory techniques is involving all students’ senses into the 
learning process through using the stronger channels to support the weaker ones. 
These techniques facilitate the students’ brain to create besides the visual and 
auditory memories the tactile and kinetic ones. In terms of discovery techniques the 
advantage is in the self discovery or awareness process when young learners tackle 
tasks on their own and thus they learn through what they have detected by 
themselves. As well as meta-cognition has its benefits, more preciously mnemonic 
devices that help a lot to encourage and support young learners to overcome their 
problems with foreign language. 

4. Testing and Evaluation- Both proficiency tests and achievement tests should be used 
in the curriculum. To compare the ability of the students with the international norm, 
proficiency tests are more appropriate. On the other hand, achievement tests which reflect 
the real-life performance of the students in language courses are needed. Test scores and 
performance profiles are also important indicators for teaching liability. The new concept 
of evaluation involves three things                                      
Purpose of Evaluation 

a) Diagnostic 
b) Remedial 
c) Guidance 

Basic principles of Evaluation  

• Principle of continuity 
• Principle of comprehensiveness 
• Principle of objectives 
• Principle of broadness 
• Principle of totality 
• Principle of child centeredness  
• Principle of application 
• Principle of Quantity and Quality 
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   Conclusion Mother Tongue helps in learning English at the early stage of teaching 
English the teacher uses mother tongue for giving instructions. Many a time the whole 
lesson of English is translated into mother tongue. In some cases the use of mother 
tongue works wonder. English is usually chosen as the lingua franca for international 
communication. Thought no two languages are alike, it is difficult to find out exact 
equivalents of English language with Hindi and other Indian languages. The alphabet of 
both the languages confuses the mind of the learner. The structural words of English and 
Hindi are not equivalent. A few consonant sounds of English are not found in Hindi and 
other languages. Thus we find that the knowledge of mother tongue helps in learning the 
language. In some ways, it hinders the effective learning of English. But after all this 
English is a universal language and we have to take a command over it to survive in this 
word of advancement. 
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