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India has a long tradition of using environment as the basis of learning, since centuries 
during their prayers, the Indian people have been saying:” So long as the Earth has 
mountains, forests, trees, etc, human race will survive.” Nature or Earth has never been 
considered as hostile element to be conquered or dominated. On the contrary, it has to be 
respected like mother ‘The Earth is our Mother, we are its children.’ In fact man is 
forbidden from exploiting Nature. He is taught live in harmony with nature and 
recognizes that divinity prevails in all elements, including plants and animals. 

Real-life situations link environment to life. These conditions are location-specific, with 
different environmental aspects being emphasized in different state. However the 
children are our most precious resource, they are the citizen of tomorrow. A young mind 
in an impressionable age is able to achieve the results that are otherwise hard to achieve 
Environmemt, the concept, need to be inculcated in the mind of the young as a way of 
life. 
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Environmental ethics means those subjects principles and guidelines which show actions 
and reactions between man and the environment .Somebody rightly commented that the 
degrading of environment is the result of deranged brain and mind. This all depends on 
our thoughts and actions. 

“PRITHVI SUKTA”of Atharva ved is perhaps, the first composite manifestation of 
environmental awareness. Sage Atharva propitiates the Mother Goddess-Earth-and 
reminds the human beings of their sacred duties towards her. 

This Earth, replete with snow –clad mountain peaks and forest, water, mineral, food, 
energy and land resources, is our mother. We all, men and women professing different 
religion speaking different language and belong to different nationalities are her sons and 
daughters. We are a family “Vasuadhava Kutumbakam”.All creatures- flora and fauna 
are born from this mother Earth. She is like a divine. Cow-kapila-who nourishes us all 
with her milk. I.e. the vitalizing forces of nature.  

India has a long tradition of using environment as the basis of learning, since Centuries 
during their prayers, the Indian people have been saying.” So long as the Earth has 
mountains, forests, trees, etc, human race will survive.” Nature or Earth has never been 
considered as hostile element to be conquered or dominated. On the contrary, it has to be 
respected like mother ‘The Earth is our Mother, we are its children.’ In fact man is 
forbidden from exploiting Nature. He is taught live in harmony with nature and 
recognizes that divinity prevails in all elements, including plants and animals. 
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Mahabharata hints that the basic elements of nature constitute the Cosmic Being –
Mountains His bones, Earth His flesh, Sea His blood, Sky his abdomen, Air His breath 
and Agni His energy. The whole emphasis in every religion is that human beings cannot 
separate themselves from natural surroundings and earth has a same relationship with a 
man as a mother with her child. 

In Sikhism, we believe that the world belongs to God. One of the names we give to God 
is KARTA PURUKH, which means the creator, exploitation of Earth’s resources is 
wrong. Its goes again the will of God. In fact, the irresponsible use of Earth’s resources 
might be regarded as a way of injury God himself. 

Buddhism is a religion of love, understanding and compassion .All Buddhists feels that it 
is important to protect the environment because all humans rely upon it for survival. 

In Judaism God instruct the Jews about their limitations on natural resources. 

In Islam this is a punishment in the ‘Quarn’ for those who did not appreciate the fertile 
land, pure water and beautiful gardens.  Judaism, Christianity and Islam all regard animals 
in their scriptures and they are consistently a part of the text. Reoccurring animals include 
lambs, fish, ox, horses, cattle, sheep and many others 

Many of our animals are endangered and we do not want to destroy the earth and kill 
them off .The Qur’an -stresses importance of grazing animals. Specifically sheep and 
cattle, because it wants people to make good use of them. 

In India efforts have been made by the government and also by non-government agencies 
to organize a number of eco education programmes,seminars and workshops at the grass 
root levels in order to create environmental awareness among masses. Awarness includes 
making the individual conscious about the physical ,social, and aesthetic aspects of 
environment. Human kinds have to appreciate the fact that it is only one of the numerous 
species, though a very important one, in the overall environmental régime. The latter is 
interlinked with the life support system which in itself has six elements, air, water, land, 
flora, and fauna and the incoming sunlight. These elements have a dynamic continuing 
and living relationship and the consciousness that humankind, being the most dominant 
of species, has a very major responsibility and a crucial role to play has yet to develop. 

In any environmental education and awareness program me, there is need for realism. In 
India, over76% of its population lives in villages and nearly 40% is below the poverty 
line. Thus the villagers can be the protector as well as the destroyers of the 
environment.Thereforce, their perceptions is of vital importance and it is necessary to 
have identify in perceptions of the people at the grass root level and those who plan and 
devise policies regarding environment. 

Real-life situation link environment to life. These conditions are location-specific, with 
different environmental aspects being emphasized in different states. In the 
predominately industrial states emphasis would be on air and water pollution. In the 
forest based states in the Northeast as also in the Himalayans belt it would be on the 
whole range of negative impacts of deforestation and grazing. Whereas the agriculture 
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states would lay stress on both of basic and applied sciences as socio .economics, ethics 
and law. The main object is that--- 

# Awareness about their environment. 

# Understanding of environment. 

# realizing interrelation between human and the environment. 

The UN Conference on Environment and Development held in Rio de Janeiro in1992 and 
World Summit on sustainable Development at Johannesburg in 2002 have draw the 
attention of the people around the globe to the deteriorating condition of our environment 
. 

Mahatma Gandhi has aptly remarked-‘There is enough on this earth. For every man’s 
need but the entire world is insufficient for even one man’s greed….’ We have to curb 
this greed and lust of consumerism. 

Let us pray together with Sage Atharva: 

O Earth, O Mother, dispose my lot  

In gracious fashion that I be at case, 

In harmony with all the powers of Heaven  

Set me, O Poet, in grace and good fortune! 

Do you think that God intended us to be masters over the environment and all that in 
entails? 

 Have you noticed anything in the scriptures that are very different from another in 
regards to the environment? Or do the religions of the book share the same beliefs? 
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