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For almost four centuries now, English has been playing an important role in our 

educational system as well as in our national life. Macaulay may not have been the 

villain of the piece he is usually made out to be. It is quite likely that he stoutly 

supported the Anglicists because he could see the benefits that would accrue from the 

learning of English. It was in the English class room that the Indian library 

renaissance was born. English is a language which is rich in literature, humanistic, 

scientific and technical. If we give up English, we would cut ourselves off from the 

living stream of the ever-growing knowledge. Sufficient mastery of English will give 

the students a full access to treasures of knowledge.  
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Introduction: 

Language is under a constant impulsion to express ideas and emotions which 

are still beyond its power. It is true that a decaying civilization may shrivel up, as it 

were, within a language, until it has no use for many words and phrases which were 

full of many to men of nobler day.  

Correct English instruction fails by not keeping in view the higher possibilities 

of language, and by not awakening admiration, honor and love for the English 

language as a great, beneficent and living power. If students can be made to feel from 

the start that English is a grand, noble and mighty means for the expression of 

thought, whether the simplest and plainest or the highest and most beautiful, they will 

feel a call to attain its mastery and a joy in bringing out its possibilities.  

English Language in India has a history of 400 years. In spite of such a long 

stay, it is surprising to know that English in India is still a difficult language for most 

of the students. Lord Macaulay designed English Education to Indians with a view to 

engender,  

“a class of people, Indian in blood and colour, but English in taste, in 

opinions, in morals and intellect”. (Mahajan V.D., 1988 : 185) 

As such, the English Education of the Britishers was aimed at producing cheap 

clerks to help the East India Company. However, the accrued benefits of English 

Language to the Indian nation are much. It is only with the help of this language, the 

freedom struggle fighters communicated to their partners in other states, of their plans 

and protests. 

 All said and done, in the post-Independent India, the local politicians viewed 

English language as a symbol of slavery and raised a great hue and cry to remove 

Abstract 
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English Education from the curriculum. But, thanks to the lateral thinking leaders like 

Jawaharlal Nehru, English continued to stay in India. Nehru once remarked,  

“If you push out English, does Hindi fully take its place? I hope it will. 

I am sure it will. But I wish to avoid the danger of one unifying factor 

being pushed out without another unifying factor fully taking its place. 

Any such move will create a hiatus”. (Yardi V.V., 1977 : 14) 

 Among the developing nations, India is enjoying the top position at least in the 

technological field and is posing a stiff competition even to developed nations in 

many fields. The English Language and the keenness among Indians in learning the 

language mainly contribute to the growth of Science and Technology and the modern 

developments. Even Indian Literature has been developed largely due to English 

Language, through the translation of many classical works. 

 As such there cannot be any second opinion on the importance of English 

Language in India, especially in the context of globalization. In the present days, 

English has been playing a crucial role in the Indian Education system and also in the 

life and future of this great democratic nation. Kothari Commission rightly 

emphasizes by stating,  

“English language can be rightly regarded as the key to the store-house 

of knowledge”. (Mahajan V.D., 1988 : 180) 

In spite of such popular statements and realization, the reach of English language 

among the students is still a big problem. Except a few brilliant students from very 

popular and established institutions, the standard of English in our students is 

extremely poor and not encouraging. 

 In the era of globalization English language‟s role has changed tremendously 

into the language of opportunities rather than that of the link language or a library 

language. It is frequently seen that a good command over English language provides 

an edge to the young professionals. Since it ensures a bright future to the youngsters, 

there is a substantial increase in the learners of English. 

 Today, almost in all the undergraduate colleges of India, there is a great rush 

for choosing English literature as one of the principal subjects. Even, parents are 

found keen to get their wards admitted in a college where English literature is offered 

as one of the main subjects. When students are asked about this preference, they reply 

that it would enhance their communicative competence. Furthermore, they added that 

no other course is available except English literature at the UG level. They firmly 

believe that excellent communication skills will help them in grabbing job 

opportunities. Therefore, they opt for this subject hoping to improve the 

communication skills. Here, a question arises as to whether the existing English 

course is good enough to make our students quite proficient in English. 

 Even after the independence, the syllabi incorporate the canonical texts, based 

on the Macaulay syllabus, which claimed that serious and great works should be 

taught. The only noticeable change seen is the inclusion of study of American, 

Commonwealth and others literatures like Canadian and Australian. Language studies 

have been excluded from English studies. However, the purpose behind it was to grab 

opportunities to go abroad and get better jobs in the universities. To a great extent it 

can be concluded that it was the result of language literature controversies. 
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 Having looked at the course contents of English literature in the mid-

nineteenth century it can concluded that the basic framework of the syllabus for 

teaching English literature remains unchanged even till today. Prof. Krishnaswamy 

finds it a futile exercise “Universities in India still follow the colonial pattern of 

education, deeply, entrenched in the colonial system. Teachers of English are not 

willing to change their mind set. They do not want to accept the changing role of 

English in the world ... there was  no attempt to redefine the goals of teaching English 

in the post-colonial India, all this resulted in an aimless drift.” 

 Many arguments can be given in favour of and against the induction of 

English literature in Indian Universities in the colonial period. Some argue that it was 

introduced for establishing the superiority of British literature over Eastern literature 

as it makes students familiar with the greats of English literature. Following are the 

viewpoints, in order to define the general aims of studying English literature. 

 To appreciate the uniqueness of English literature. 

 The other benefit which developing countries derive from a study of English 

literature, Dr. Holloway traces to the impact of the structure and conditions of 

a “modern western society”. 

 The study of English literature is fascinating from another point of view, the 

evolution of modern literary art-forms. Half the glory of Indian renaissance, 

for example, consists in the assimilation of modern literary forms like the 

Novel, Biography etc., for well over a century and a half. 

 A study of renaissance, the French revolution, and the Industrial revolution 

and their impact on English literature is bound to be instructive to the Afro-

Asian because it is these events which separate the modern world from the old 

world. We are in the midst of an industrial revolution today. Goldsmith‟s The 

Deserted Village which saw the collapse of civilization in the rise of 

industrialism holds a far more vivid meaning for the Afro-Asian today than for 

the student in Britain. 

 The impact of great movements of thought on literature is another fascinating 

aspect of literary study. 

Prof. Krishnaswamy says that British approach to education was the 

transplantation approach: The famous Minute written by Macaulay on Indian 

Educationin 1835 was dictated by an educational, indeed, a literary aim. A culture 

was to be transplanted to promote progress; so English became the possession as also, 

as anyone who has taught in India will agree the delight of educated Indians. Cultural 

transplantation was the aim: the English language, its literature and its religion were 

made central to the cultural enterprise of the empire and expansion of their trade. 

Macaulay‟s scheme fitted very well with the imperial design and Indian education 

has, even today, a huge super structure without the proper foundations‟. 

 The teaching of English literature is geared to mainly one objective i.e. 

mastery of informational content. A few books are recommended for study and in 

order to find out whether the student remembers the „context‟ of certain excerpts from 

these books. The students are well prepared for all this. They seldom go through the 

original texts. The teacher‟s maximum time is spent in dictating the notes profusely in 

the class. If he does not do so, the students turn towards the tuition classes and cheap 

bazaar notes. 
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 The interest towards literature is at its decline. Students are hardly seen 

reading books other than their course books. The teacher hardly finds any student in a 

class of more than fifty who have read some novels or plays even in their mother 

language. Thus, it is quite frustrating for the English teachers because his problem is 

how to teach their students about comedy or autobiography when they have not come 

across single literary book. The only option left with him is to give examples from TV 

serials or films. 

 The sole motive of this teaching learning process is to prepare them for the 

examination purposes. The students memorize the notes and, reproduce them in the 

examinations and get good marks in the examination and get selected for different 

courses. The personality of the student remains untapped. His tastes are not called into 

play, his critical insight is not awakened, and his literary sensitiveness is not in any 

way enhanced. If anything contrary happens at all, it is purely incidental. 

 The main problem in the sphere of teaching of English indentified in India 

today is their inability to use English for communication. If the scripts of the 

university examinations at various level are read, it will be realized how grave the 

situation is. Judging from the percentage of results, examiners seem to have 

developed the tacit convention that what matters is substance, not form. If the 

candidate has presented correct information or the right point of view, it does not 

seem to matter if he has done this in incorrect English.  The present trend is to exhaust 

areas of knowledge and not to test the various kinds of critical ability. A test can 

remain rigid only if it tests formal and lifeless knowledge, not ability. 

 In today‟s world when English is no longer projected as a study of culture for 

humanistic purposes and English has turned into a language of communication, the 

need of the hour is to set the new goals of teaching English in the light of changes 

taking place around and revise the course contents. For it, first of all, the aim must be 

to equip students with the ability to comprehend and also to be comprehended.  

 Here, the question arises regarding he output of this kind of teaching and 

learning, and if it is merely to produce a large number of graduated and post-

graduates who neither cultivate the literary sensitiveness, nor enhance the ability of 

students in terms of linguistic and communicative competence. The situation might be 

a bit different in metros, but, more or less remains same in the semi urban and rural 

areas throughout India. Therefore it can be concluded that teaching of English is in a 

chaotic conditions in the field of higher education.  Even the changing winds which 

started blowing from the last decade of the twentieth century with the advent of 

communicative and other learners- friendly approaches, have not, at all, affected the 

curriculum of English studies, which has survived for one and half century and 

provided us with an opportunity to commemorate the 150
th

 anniversary of its 

induction in the three Indian universities.   

 In the American universities functioning in other countries such as Lebanon, 

first year is devoted entirely to the teaching of English language. The student is 

trained during this year to comprehend books on his subjects in English, listen with 

ease to lectures in English and to express himself correctly in English both in writing 

and in speech. It is only after he completes this year of training in English that he 

begins to study for the course that he has selected.  

 Therefore, the need of the time is to start department of communication skills 

as it has been introduced in the engineering and management and other professional 
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courses aiming to enhance communication skills of our learners. The course offered 

may be like „Functional English‟, a vocational course‟ launched by UGC in 1994, as 

an optional subject at UG level. It was a part of comprehensive exercise to 

vocationalize the higher education. Its aim was to bring structural modifications to the 

undergraduate education in order to orient it towards careers and to enhance the 

employability of undergraduate learners. CIEFL, Hyderabad‟s prototype syllabus 

clearly spells out the aims and adjectives of the course: 

“Optional course in communicative English is a job-oriented course. It 

aims at training enterprisingyoungsters in various communicative 

skills, oral, written and conversational that are so necessary to grow 

and develop in a competitive world.”(Bloomfield, L. 1942 :99) 

 

 English cannot be taught like any other „subject‟. Here the student has to 

develop several language skills and not by merely learn by rote one or two books. 

This means a plenty of correction work and practice is required. The tragedy of our 

system of teaching of English is that it assumes such a development of language skills 

on the part of the students and proceeds to introduce him to prose and poetry 

selections and abridged or unabridged novels. The point is to give him more and more 

practice and train him in these skills. This cannot be done during a few periods. So, it 

would be wise to devote the whole year to the teaching of English, reasoning and 

reference skills and equip the students for his career. 

As for the section on expression or comprehension, students can be given 

practice in translation, along with practice of précis and essay writing. Inclusion of 

translation promotes an activity of some national importance. Translation of regional 

languages into English should really be the special field of students of special English. 

Some practice should also be given in spoken English, at least in word stress and in 

the use of the international phonetic script so that students know how to consult 

Pronunciation dictionary. 

In a nutshell, in pre-independence English enjoyed a very prominent position in 

Indian education and life. After independence, there was rethinking to replace 

English. For a time it seemed to be on its last legs. This decreasing role of English 

make a shift of emphasis from a second language situation to something nearer to 

foreign language situation. But the increasing awareness of importance of English in 

the world should compel us to learn it for special or specific purposes and for 

widening our intellectual horizon.     
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