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This paper is based on the research work done by the author on the children’s literature 

those students like in their school libraries. This paper discusses three main issues:  

finding out the types of children’s literature that students like reading in their school 

libraries, studying why students read that they choose to read and finding out the essential 

qualities of children’s literature that students cherish the most. It was found that large 

font size, colourful pictures and fewer pages are the main features in a children’s 

literature that students really cherish. It was, also, found that student enjoy reading 

children’s literature at home only. 
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Introduction 

 

The term children’s literature has been defined in different ways by different 

people. According to Temple (1998), children’s literature is the collection of books and 

book based media that are read to and by children. Hanson (1998) defined children’s 

literature as the material created for and widely read, viewed and heard by children that 

has an imaginative element. It is of great use in satisfying a number of functions within 

the school curriculum. It is used as a resource for language development, a treat for gifted 

children, a tool for teaching children by teachers and, most importantly, it provides a 

platform for discussion of various issues related to society as a whole. 

 

Objectives 

The following objectives had been framed for the study: 

1. To find out the types of children’s literature that students like reading in their 

school libraries. 

2. To study why students read that they choose to read. 

3. To find out the essential qualities of children’s literature that students like the 

most. 

 

Methodology 

i. Sample of the study 

 

As the purpose was to find out the essential qualities of children’s literature from 

students’ perspective, a purposive sample was selected for the research work. In this 

study, the sample comprised 4 public co-educational schools of west Delhi zone. One 
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section of class V from each school was selected randomly. One primary school librarian 

from each school was, also, selected for the research work. 

 

ii. Tools used and procedure 

 

The design of the study necessitated the use of four tools-Check list, 2 Semi 

structured interview schedules, Questionnaire and Focus group interview. 

The checklist was prepared for getting information about 

i. The types of children’s literature available in the school library, and 

ii. The type of children’s literature that children like reading.  

The checklist was filled up the checklist by asking about the various types of 

children’s literature and preferences of students from the librarian. 

A semi structured interview schedule was prepared for the librarians of each of 

the schools selected as sample. The motive was to gather information about the children’s 

literature available in library and their usage by students. 

    Certain items included in the interview schedule were types of children’s 

literature students often read, books students issue for home, books that students wish to 

reissue for home and many more. 

A semi structured interview schedule was, also, developed for the parents of the 

students of each school selected as sample. The purpose was to gather information about 

the usage of children’s literature at home. 

Certain items included in the interview schedule were types of children’s 

literature students like to read in their free time at home, the types of literature that 

students ask their parents to purchase from the market and many more. 

The questionnaire was developed for the students of class V. Great caution was 

taken to use short, simple and unambiguous terminology. The information and awareness 

level of the respondents was also kept in mind. The questionnaire for the students 

inquired whether students liked to read or not, the types of children’s literature they 

cherished more. 

The questionnaire was developed to seek information regarding the types of 

children’s literature students like reading and why they read that they choose to read. 

A covering letter was attached along with the questionnaire. Students were given 

as much time as required. Special instructions were given to fill up all the items. Students 

were told to clear their doubts by asking the investigator. Freedom was given to respond 

in either of the language-English or Hindi.  

A focus group interview was conducted on one section of class V of each of the 

school. The class was divided in groups of six to eight students depending upon the total 
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strength of the class. The basic purpose was to make children speak about the library 

resources and their reading habits. Responses from each of the questionnaires were made 

the base of each of the focus group interview. Discussions were held on issues like 

whether students choose their books on their own or not and what and why they read 

books in their leisure time. 

  The reason behind conducting focus group interview was not one but many. It 

saved time, energy and helped in getting detailed information. There were students in 

each school who were quite shy initially, however during focus group interview they 

mixed up easily and gave their views on several issues.  

A qualitative approach was followed to interpret the collected data of this study. 

Percentages had been used to interpret the data. 

Conclusion 

As far as conclusions for the study are concerned, it can be concluded that 

children liked reading picture books, comics, magazines, adventure, mystery, 

fairytales and folktales available in the library. Students preferred those children’s 

literature in which the central problem was resolved in the end. They liked stories with 

joyful ending. Students admitted that they liked stories in which central and the most 

vital character wins in the end. There were some differences in the reading interests of 

boys and girls. Girls showed more interest in fairytales and folktales, whereas, boys 

preferred adventure and mystery over all other types of children’s literature. Girls 

preferred stories about family and society life at large, while, boys liked stories that 

revolved around competition and wars. They liked characters that were courageous, 

bold and had fighting spirit. However, none of them, liked moralistic stories. Also, 

students did not show interest in reading biographies of famous personalities available 

in the school library. Here, it can be concluded that students at this stage are too young 

to develop their interest in biographies of famous personalities.  

            As far as reading children’s literature at home was concerned, students loved 

reading various kinds of children’s literature in their free time. For them, home was their 

favourite reading place. Parents purchased the books their wards wanted to have. Evening 

hours were the best hours when students could read various kinds of children’s literature. 

It was mainly the mother which helped their wards in reading various kinds of books. 

However, most of the times, students read books alone. One very important fact that 

came up was students would prefer to watch television if they were given a choice 

between reading a book and watching television. For them, watching television was more 

enjoying activity than reading books. 

   One very important fact emerged that students loved that kind of children’s 

literature which had lot of pictures in it. A colourful children’s literature with lot of 

pictures and illustrations was a treat for their eyes. They preferred those children 

literature which had fewer pages in it. They loved finishing children’s literature on the 

very same day they started. Time involved in reading a children’s literature was the main 

factor that was responsible for making it either interesting or monotonous. Students liked 
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those children’s literature in which font size was large. It looked them more attractive and 

gave them the feeling that it can be finished soon.  

 If we talk about implications of the study, it will help the school management to 

know the pattern of likeability of library resources by students. It will help them in 

knowing the likes and dislikes of the students, so that they can provide better library 

resources to students.  

 The librarians would know that students, even, at younger age have their own 

likes and dislikes. Students would take more interest in reading various children’s 

literature if the children’s literature is of their choice. This study would help librarians 

and teachers in identifying the children’s literature that students love reading. This study 

would, also, give feedback to experts who are into the field of book writing and book 

publishing. They would get a clear idea about the essential characteristics that students 

would prefer while reading a book. 
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