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E.M. Forster’s novel, A Passage to India (1924)is exemplary of the impact of 
colonization and its effects on the indigenous people. The present paper explores the 
problems of Anglo-Indian relationships in the story which isset in the times of the 
colonial rule. It is a study of the thesis whether an Englishman and an Indian can come 
together in terms of parity, given the unequal relationship of the colonizer and the 
colonized. Cyril Fielding, modelled after the author, represents one of the rare breed of 
fair-minded and tolerant Englishmen living in India while Azizrepresents a liberal 
minded Indian of progressive thoughts. Like Fielding, the new arrivals, Mrs. Moore and 
her companion Adela Questedtoo are unbiased and believe in Christian values of charity 
and mercy. Chandrapore, the city in which the narrative is set, presents a microcosm of 
India, inhabited by the ruling Englishmen and the native population of Hindus and 
Muslims.But despite many attempts and efforts for friendship among these characters, the 
colonial consciousness of the colonizers and the colonizedoperates as a barrier to any 
kind of synthesis between them, leaving the possibility to the future, subject to the 
dissolution of unequal relationship.  
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Introduction 
Postcolonial criticism, a literary theorythat evolvedin the late twentieth century, is a 
critique of literature produced by the erstwhile colonies of the European colonizers. The 
Postcolonial literature embodies the struggles of indigenous peoples in the face of social 
instability and cultural upheaval. It addresses matters of identity, gender, race and 
ethnicity in the representative voice of postcolonial writers that serves to focus on the 
emerging identity of the new nations. Postcolonialismaims to overcome the oppressive 
western way of thinkingby creating a space for the subaltern or marginalized groups to 
articulate and assert their identity. It consists of reactions to, and analysis of, the cultural 
legacy of colonialismand its residual effects.  
Postcolonialcriticism is believed to be inaugurated by the publication of Edward Said's 
critical work Orientalism (1978) that exposes Eurocentric universalism which propounds 
superiority of what is European or Western and the inferiority of what is not. An 
Egyptian writer and critic, Said was one of the first writers of non-European descent who 
examined the impact of European empire in a scholarly way. In this canonical text of 
cultural studies he has challenged the concept of orientalism or the difference between 
east and west, as he puts it. He says that with the start of European colonization the 
Europeans came in contact with the lesser developed countries of the east and found their 
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civilization and culture to be exotic. They divided the world into two parts: the west and 
the east or the occident and the orient or the civilized and the uncivilized. This was an 
artificial boundary based of the concept of ‘them’ and ‘us’ or ‘theirs’ and ‘ours’. Said 
says that the Europeans used orientalism to define themselves. Some particular attributes 
were associated with the orientals: whatever the orientals weren’t, the occidents were. 
The Europeans defined themselves as the superior race compared to the orientals; and 
they justified their colonization by this concept. They said that it was their duty to civilize 
the uncivilized world.However, the Postcolonial studies have shown that the colonizers’ 
oppression and suppression eventually led the colonized people to oppose the "white 
man's burden," his self-perceived "destiny to rule" the subordinate people who were 
believed to be inferior, backward, irrational and wild as against the superior, progressive, 
rational and civil colonizers.  
 Postcolonialism recognizes that there was, and still is, resistance to the West by 
the marginalized. In this sense, Postcolonial studies include analysis of culture and 
literature affected by the imperial process from the moment of colonization to the present 
day.According to Bill Ashcroft et al.(1989),this is because ‘there is a continuity of 
preoccupations throughout the historical process initiated by European imperial 
aggression’ (2). 
 Postcolonial literature has evolved through phases which Peter Barry (2010) 
categorizes as ‘Adopt’, ‘Adapt’ and ‘Adept’; thefirst reflecting the writer’s desire to 
adopt or imitate the European models on the assumptions of their universality,the second 
aiming at adapting the European forms to indigenous subject matter by assuming some 
rights to alter them, and the third remaking the forms to suit the needs without reference 
to European norms. So, in the earliest phase, Postcolonial criticism took as its subject 
matter white representations of colonial countries and criticized them for their prejudices 
and preconceptions.In the second phase, it involved exploration of the self and society by 
postcolonial writers while in the third, it is aligned with new theories like deconstruction, 
post-structuralism, post-modernism, etc. 
 Among the writers of the earliest phase, Rudyard Kipling and E.M. Forster are 
well known representatives of the fiction of British Raj, and Forster’s novel, A Passage to 
India(1924)is exemplary of the impact of colonization and its effects on the indigenous 
people.It is a valuable critique of the British rule in India and a remarkable philosophical 
statement on human condition. The novel is almost the last work of Forster, who loved 
India, and who pursued to complete this unfinished novel which he had started a decade 
earlier, prior to the outbreak of theFirst World War. The title of the novel, borrowed from 
the American poet Walt Whitman’s poem of the same name, ‘Passage to India,’ is 
suggestive of the attempts to unravel and understand the ‘mystery’ that is India by the 
Westerners. 
Critical Analysis 
Set in the colonial times, the story reflects the uneasy social history of Indian and Anglo-
Indian relationships. The thesis is - whether an Englishman and an Indian can come 
together at all, given the unequal relationship of the colonizer and the colonized.Cyril 
Fielding,modelled after the author himself and one of the key characters,represents one of 
the rare breed of fair-minded and tolerant Englishmen living in India while Aziz 
toorepresents a liberal minded Indian of progressive thoughts. The city of Chandrapore 
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itself presents a microcosm of India, inhabited by the ruling Englishmen and the native 
population of Hindus and Muslims. 
 The rulers’ consciousness of their superiority over the ruled, the centre-margin 
binary is seen to operate from the beginning of the story. In Chandrapore itself,the Civil 
Station where the Anglo-Indians stay, is situated on a high ground, distinctly away from 
the flat stretch of earth where the natives stay and, ‘it shares nothing with the city except 
the overarching sky’ (32) highlighting the spatial divide. 
 The status quo between the English and the Indians is naturally an oft-discussed 
matter among the natives. When Hamidullah and Mahmoud Ali, friends of Aziz, talk 
about the possibility of being friends with the English, they are divided in their opinion, 
with the latter insisting on its impossibility. Hamidullah, who isoptimistic owing to his 
visit to England, relentsto say that it was possible only in England but not in India where 
hierarchy was the watchword. This unequal relationship of the English and the Indian, 
with the latter in subjective condition, is echoed throughout the story. 

The Anglo-Indian society lives by the beliefs of the English public school and is 
arrogant and insensitive. That a year in India is enough to make the pleasantest 
Englishman rude,is an estimation made by the natives. This attitude is even more 
pronounced in the white women,especially inthe wives of the administrative officers,as 
they insist on their superiority and are crude in their manner. They lose no time in 
inheriting the prejudices of their husbands ormocking the natives. When Aziz is 
summoned by Major Callendar and goes to his house to meet him, Mrs. Callendar and 
Mrs. Lesley are seen to display this typical attitude.  Upon sighting Aziz,they not only 
turn away from him but even go on to hire the very tonga which had brought him there 
and drive away in it, totally ignoring the passenger and without a word.Lionel Trilling 
(1970) says that the white women, overt in expressing their superior status and 
‘unchecked by any professional necessity or pride, think wholly in terms of the most 
elementary social prestige’ (83) and live for nothing else.  
The two fresh arrivals in India, Mrs. Moore and her companion Adela Quested, are of 
Fielding’s tribe – unbiased, and unbelieving of what RonnyHeaslop and his like have to 
say about Indians.Adela says, “I want to see the real India” (46). Mrs. Moore and Aziz 
strike up a friendship when they happen to meet at the mosque. But Ronny, her son by 
her first marriage and Adela’s fiancé, is disturbed to know about this friendship and is 
even more dissatisfied to learn about Aziz’s open complaints about his British superior 
since any subordinate, and in this case a native subordinate, should have no voice against 
theBritish.  
The Bridge party arranged byTurton,the Collector of Chandrapore,an ambitious event ‘to 
bridge the gulf between East and West’ and enable Adela to meet the natives,is a fiasco 
as it fails to bridge anything. On the other hand, it serves to expose the vast chasms that 
separated the East from the West. The behaviour or misbehaviour of the white officers 
and their wivesat the party is best captured in Adela’s words, “This party today makes me 
so angry and miserable. I think my countrymen out here must be mad. Fancy inviting 
guests and not treating them properly!” (65). The paradox is carried further when all the 
plans of holding matches between the East and the West are ignored and the tennis courts 
are monopolized by the usual club couples, making the barrier conspicuous. 
 The constant image of the British officers maintaining their distance and their 
difference from the natives, observed in most of them and typified in Ronny, is lauded by 
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Turton who claims, “Heaslop is a sahib; he’s the type we want, he’s one of us” (47). 
Although Ronny is praised for his persistence and hard work, Mrs. Moore and Adela 
perceive the change in his nature where his humanitarianism has sloughed off. The 
mother finds the son to have churned out into an impatient and intolerant Anglo-Indian 
administrator, loyal to the British cause at the cost of Christian values. The two women 
are seen to be appalled by the mean, narrow minded nature of the local Britishers. 
 The superioritycomplex of the rulers and their perpetuation of the barrier between 
the two cultures by way of disrupting any stray attempts at friendliness is another 
recurring image in the narrative. Fielding’s tea party for the newly arrived English 
women and his Indian friends is rudely interrupted by Ronny under the pretext that he has 
to pick up his mother and Adela for polo. He deliberately ignores Aziz and Godbole, 
throws his weight around and takes the women away much against their wish. This sense 
of the divide which is consciously maintained by the rulers operates throughout the story. 
 It is interesting to note that the perpetuation of the divide doesn’t deter the natives 
from either being friendly or extending hospitality true to their tradition. Aziz, who is 
fond of Mrs. Moore as he thinks of her as ‘an Oriental,’  goes ahead to keep his promise 
of showing the Marabar Caves to her and Adela. He takes great pains to make the 
necessary arrangements of transportation, equipment, food and drink suitable for the 
English, Hindus and Muslims, as Fielding and Godbole have also been invited. The very 
gesture bespeaks the efforts of the native towards establishing harmony by alleviating 
discrimination of any kind.  
 But what happens or what doesn’t really happen at the Caves, whichis central to 
the narrative, serves also to highlight the operation of the binary between the ruler and the 
ruled. Mrs. Moore being tired, when Adela carries on the expedition with Aziz, fully 
preoccupied with the thoughts of her impending marriage to Ronny and somewhat 
disturbed by the strange echoes and stuffy atmosphere of the dark Caves, she is seized by 
the hallucination that Aziz makes advances on her.She runs out of the Caves and returns 
to Chandrapore to make a formal complaint. The incident, which is the major thrust of 
the story, shakes the very foundation of any supposed friendship between the 
representatives of the colonizer and the colonized natives. Adela’s charges of Aziz’s 
advances on her and, later, her admission of its being a hallucination on her part, may 
itself be said to be constructed on the grounds of distrust, doubt and suspicion inherent in 
the Anglo-Indians. Although a fresh arrival and relatively untainted by the prevalent 
prejudices of the rulers, it cannot either be expected of Adela to cross the divide or be 
unsuspecting. The very fact that she quickly jumps to conclusions without waiting to 
verify the facts and seeks to make an issue of the supposed incident, is illuminative of 
how easily the English believed their causes and disbelieved the natives. This 
incident,which provokesdissent and discord in the harmony that existed betweenAziz and 
the two women,also serves to highlight the political and institutional tensions that 
prevailed in India. 
 Paradoxically, not only the energies and expenses of Aziz go a waste but also 
invite the wrath of the rulers leading to criminal implications and his arrest. That he is 
acquitted by the confession of Adela herself who is eventually cured of her delusion is, at 
the height of irony, significant of the obtuse nature and insensitive attitude of the ruling 
class which inflicts pain and humiliation on the ruled. 
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 Fielding, the only Englishman who treats it all as humbug and tries to protect or 
field (as is suggestive of his name) the innocent as also to moderate the differences 
between the English and the Indians, is quickly denounced by his own folk. Any such 
attempt or attitude being considered anti-colonial, he is promptly dismissed from the club 
by Turton. 
 Mrs. Moore, who believes and represents Christian values of charity and mercy, is 
also sympathetic to Indians. Like Fielding, she believes that Adela is mistaken but she is 
too small a force or a minority to bridge the misunderstanding. Too weak to resist the 
flow much less ride against it and compounded by the age factor, she takes the escape 
route of refusing to attend either the trial or her son’s wedding, when she insists on her 
departure to England to join her other children. Ronny, perceiving that she would be 
valuable evidence against the English when she hints her opinion that Adela was under a 
delusion, hastens to comply with her wish.A typical young administrator loyal to his 
country and eager to maintain the prestige of his countrymen,Ronny is seen to 
expediteher passage to England. This foolish act costs him the life of his mother, who, 
exhausted by the journey and the terrible heat of the Indian May, dies on the shipboard. 
But asLionel Trilling says, though ‘Mrs. Moore abandons everything, even moral duty, 
she dominates the subsequent action. As “EsmissEsmoor” she becomes, to the crowd 
around the courthouse, a Hindu goddess who was to save Aziz… it is her influence that 
brings Adela to her senses and the truth’ (89, 90).  Mrs. Moore’s presence or the constant 
realization of her absence seems to be the only thread of connection between the East and 
the West. ‘She remains everlastingly in the mind of Aziz who hates – or tries to hate – all 
the other English. She continues into the future in her daughter Stella, who marries 
Fielding and returns to India and in her son Ralph’ (90), says Lionel Trilling. 
 Aziz, a victim of humiliation by the English in general and of mental trauma by 
the English woman in particular, is now politicized inhis views of even his good friend 
Fielding. He distrusts Fielding when he becomes sympathetic to Adela who has incurred 
the wrath of her own tribe and has renouncedthem. Almost believing the rumour that 
Fielding is planning to marry her, he probes the matter with the consequence of making 
him angry at this misunderstanding. Though he believes Fielding, Aziz is again seen to 
misunderstand him when they meet two years later, as he thinks that the wife of the now 
married Fielding is Adela, whereas it happens to be Stella, daughter of Mrs. Moore. Thus 
the friendship between them is strewn with interruptions caused by misreading or 
misunderstanding each other. 
 As is evident throughout the narrative, the attempts and efforts of Aziz and 
Fielding to come together in friendship - a bond ideally founded on unconditional 
grounds – never comes to fruitiondue to their political positions of the ‘subject’ and the 
‘ruler’. Though they reach out in friendship, ‘a thousand little tricks of speech, a thousand 
different assumptions and different tempi keep them apart,’ (84) remarks Lionel 
Trilling,adding that the theme of separateness, of fences and barriers is hugely expanded 
and dominant everywhere. It pervades through the three sections of the story and towards 
the end, when they go for a last ride together in the jungles of Mau and clear up the 
misunderstanding caused on account of Adela, it comes as a realization that the twain 
cannot meet in the current condition of affairs. While Aziz has eventually become firmly 
anti-British, Fielding has cast his lot with the Anglo-Indians. Forster says, ‘They trusted 
each other, although they were going to part, perhaps because they were going to part.’ 
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They are frankly impolite to each other and bicker in a friendly manner. Getting worked 
up, Aziz declares that the British must go, even at the cost of internal strife, even if it 
means a Japanese conquest. He cries, “Down with the English anyhow… if it’s fifty or 
five hundred years we shall get rid of you, yes, we shall drive every blasted Englishman 
into the sea, and then… you and I shall be friends” (316). To Fielding’s question as to 
why they couldn’t be friends then and there, which was what they both wanted, the 
answer comes from elsewhere. ‘But the horses didn’t want it – they swerved apart; the 
earth didn’t want it… the temples, the tank, the jail, the palace, the birds, the carrion, the 
Guest House … they didn’t want it, they said in their hundred voices, “No, not yet,” and 
the sky said, “No, not there”’  (316). Thus Nature herself, portrayed almost as a character, 
seems to suggest that the time for friendship has not yet come, and leaves its possibility 
to events. This sense of separateness that broods over the story accounts for the basic 
binary in a symbolic and significant manner. As long as the centre rules the margins, as 
long as they meet in unequal relationships,true friendship would remain an impossibility. 
So the thesis that whether an Englishman and an Indian can come together at all given the 
unequal relationship of being the colonizer and the colonized seems to be answered at the 
end of the narrative.  
 The separation of the English from the Indians is the most dominant chord in this 
story that portrays separation of race from race, culture from culture, even of man from 
himself as its central theme. Forster has made an effective use of triads in dividing the 
novel into three sections significantly named ‘Mosque,’ ‘Caves’ and ‘Temple’ which he 
does not restrict to technique alone.As mentioned by Forster in the Everyman edition of 
A Passage to India, the three sections also represent the three seasons which divide the 
Indian year: the Cold Weather, the Hot Weather, and the Rains. The three religions 
presented are Islam, Christianity and Hinduism and the representatives of all the three 
show contrasting attitudes to life. Aziz, a Muslim, stands for Emotionality, Fielding, a 
Christian, for Intellect and Godbole, a Hindu, for Devotion. In other words, it is a triad of 
the Heart, the Head and the Soul, respectively. 
 The story is also a tripartite division of the Hegelian dialectic comprising three 
dialectical stages of development: a thesis, giving rise to its reaction, an antithesis, which 
contradicts or negates the thesis, and the tension between the two being resolved by 
means of a synthesis. In the first section, the ‘Mosque,’ the thesis of possible friendship 
between the colonizer and the colonized represented in Aziz-Mrs. Moore and Aziz-
Fielding pattern is introduced. In the second section, the ‘Caves,’ the Aziz-Adela incident 
negates the possibility of any camaraderie between the people on either side of the 
binary. In the third section, ‘Temple,’ Godbole’s celebrations of Gokulashtami and the 
subsequent events are, in effect, an attempt to synthesize or melt the differences of 
binaries in bringing together the concerned individuals. But,as is evident towards the end 
of the narrative, the synthesis is rejected when Aziz declares the ambition of his country 
to drive out the colonizers and emphatically refuses a re-union with Fielding as long as 
they exist in the ruler-ruled equation. Ultimately, the ever present colonial consciousness 
of the natives prevents any synthesis and itremains a myth only. 
 The idealistic pursuit of synthesis is well delineated by Forster in the last section, 
in the elaborate ceremonies of the Gokulashtami festival of the birth of Lord Krishna, 
where Godbole synchronizes the event at the palace of the Rajah. The rituals are 
performed amidst a vast gathering of people of all strata of society and culminate at 
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twelve o’ clock, the birth hour of Krishna. There is a rending note of the conch; 
trumpetting of the elephants; clanging, chanting, and dancing by devotees - all leading to 
a total confusion of noise and music, a sort of divine frenzy. Somehow, it is at this 
moment that Godbole remembers Mrs. Moore and the differences of their religion do not 
seem to matter. It was his duty to spread God’s love even to her as ‘God is love’ but then, 
his contribution seemed so small that even ‘one little, little wasp’ appeared to him as 
something more than himself – implying the triviality of the existence of man in the 
universe.  
 The festival consummates with the immersion of the idol of Krishna and a clay 
model of the Gokul village in the water tank at Mau, where Aziz has taken Ralph on a 
boat ride to witness the event. Fielding and Stella have also followed them in another 
boat. But soon, the two boats collide and the four of them fling out their arms and 
grapple, and‘with oars and pole sticking out, revolved like amythical monster in the 
whirlwind’ (309). The watching devotees howl with ‘wrath or joy’ as they drift helplessly 
and knock against the sacred tray that was immersed and fall into the water, butstruggle 
out of it all at last. The oars, the sacred tray and the letters of Ronny and Adela break 
loose and float confusedly amidst a tornado of the noise of devotees and the slashing of 
rains. In his attempt for synthesis, Forster treats the confusion as liberating asthe 
misunderstandings ofthe Englishand the Indiansare supposed to be dissolved in the water 
where they are thrown together. His attempts to achieve the blending of the East-West 
twains bydissolution of barriers in the holy waters is,at once highly optimistic and 
suggestive of a union on a plane where all are equal. 
 Another barrier which prevents the Englishman’s understanding of the natives is 
the mystery, muddle or confusion that,they believe, pervades everything. The Anglo-
Indians regard India as a ‘mystery’ that is forever elusive,full of vagueness and 
confusion. For instance, Godbole, who professes Hinduism whenever he gets a chance, is 
found to be an enigmatic character by them.In fact, the climax of the story, the said 
insulting advances on Adela by Aziz at the Marabar Caves is in itself a mystery, a 
confusion that baffles everyone concerned. Adela mystifies things further when she 
cannot really account for what had happened or what was supposed to have happened at 
the Caves. The Caves themselves, representing the dark, unfamiliar zone, epitomize the 
sense of mystery or muddle that pervades the narrative. However, the Englishman’s 
unsympathetic view or his/her lack of understanding the natives may again be equated to 
the ruler-ruled perception, and accounted to their general disinterest in the colony or its 
people. 
 The Anglo-Indians in India, in their extended home or extended homeland, 
forever subject to the awareness of the temporality of their stay,cannotreally assimilate 
into an alien culture. This consciousness, coupled with the supremacy of their political 
position,operates as a barrier to any kind of synthesis with the local culture. So long as 
this consciousness of their role as colonizers pervaded them, and conversely, so long as 
the natives remained conscious of and sensitized to their own colonized position and 
suffered the oppression, the synthesis of the two remained a myth. Thus, this storythat 
explores subtleties of relationships in the colonizer-colonized equation remains a classic 
example for the study ofcolonial consciousness at all levels andis also a valuable critique 
of theliberal human approach to bridge the divide.  
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 Sujit Mukherjee(1993), commenting on the novel as a significant document of 
white representations in colonial countries in the earliest phase of Postcolonial studies, 
says, ‘A Passage to India is the first clear intimation of the mortality of British rule in 
India’ (2). Hethen says that the writers of the Anglo-Indian tradition who came after 
Forster have carried on the attempts to explore and interpret other aspects of Indo-British 
relations that have continued in time beyond the formal termination of the British Empire 
in India.But Forster, as an Anglo-Indian who wrote during the regime of his country, has 
made a fair representation by taking the deliberate middle position between the British 
rule and the Indian submission. To conclude in Mukherjee’s words, 

‘All the familiar counter-pointings… between imperial Britain and subject India, between 
white man or woman and black or brown man or woman, between rugged ‘Moslem’ and 
crafty ‘Hindu,’ between British India and the princely states, between rational Europe and 
the mysterious East – all these staple themes were explored by Forster without 
subscribing to any traditional bias and with an artistry that has preserved it as a work of 
literature long after the time, place and events it reflects have passed into history.’ (14) 
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