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Indo American or Indian American has their roots or heritage in India in one way or 
the other. These residents are either born in India and have taken citizenship of U.S or 
born in U.S and have Indian heritage. Indian-American literature and writers are 
considered to be very young literature, hardly of forty years old. First writings were 
the form of memoirs where the immigrants associated their identity, their presence in 
the new world. The Memoirs were about their personal and familial identities. It is 
quite autobiographical in nature. Writers like Bharati Mukherjee talks about the 
challenges of women immigrants in her novels.  
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Introduction 

Mukherjee tries to define herself with the representation of their characters. She tries 
to explore about the psyche of immigrants who struggle hard to remain in their 
traditional Indian values and their struggle towards the western culture and lifestyle. 

Her writings mainly focuses on the women immigrants or on the effect of 
immigrants and migration over a female. She brings out the day to day common 
problem of women immigrants who migrates from India to the USA. 

Mukherjee was herself a victim of racial discrimination in the alien land of 
Canada. She depicts her plight through her writings. In The Tiger’s Daughter, the first 
novel of Mukherjee is about the female protagonists who is confused and entangled 
between the two cultures and two identities. 

Tara is an upper class Brahmin Bengali girl who moves to America for 
studies. She merges into the foreign culture and marries an American. The novel starts 
with the arrangements of marriage of daughter of Hari lal Banerjee. Hari lal Banerjee 
was the great grandfather of Tara who after some years of the marriage Hari lal 
Banerjee was assassinated and the reputation of Banerjee family starts declining. Tara 
wanted to know the reason why her family had gone down in the fortune: “She would 
sit by a window in America to dream of Hari Lal, her great-grandfather, and she 
would wonder at the gulf that separated him from herself.”(The Tiger’s Daughter 11) 

Tara left her family and country at the early age of fifteen and stayed in an 
alien land. She had absorbed the culture of the foreign land. She struggled hard with 
the alien culture. But the feelings which she hid from everyone sometimes surfaced to 
her as feeling of anguish: 

For Tara, Vassar has been an unsalvageable mistake. If she had not 
been a Banerjee, a Bengali Brahmins, the great granddaughter of Hari 
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Lal Banerjee, or perhaps, if she had not been trained by the good nuns 
at St. Blaise’s to remains composed and ladylike. In all emergencies. 
She would have rushed home to India at the end of her first week. (The 
Tigers Daughter’s 13) 

 Mukherjee, through Tara’s character portrays her own incident of life. Like 
Tara, Mukherjee also marries a western man, Clark Blaise. Tara chose David 
Cartwright as her husband. Mukherjee depicts the difference of two culture here. Tara 
was unable to fill the gap between the two cultures. David misunderstands Tara and 
her love as Tara is unable to share her poignant feelings. The insecurity of Tara can be 
well seen. As for Tara, marriage is a pious bond between the two and with their 
families but for David it’s just a contract between two persons. 

 Tara was not accepted by her childhood friends and relatives, as she was 
married to an American. This incident split her personality; she was treated as a sinner 
while polluting herself marrying a ‘mallecha’ an outcaste. Tara does not speak about 
this to her husband David and not to her family and to her friends. Tara cannot 
express herself to anyone and feels alienated. 

 The second novel, Wife (1975) by Mukherjee is a controversial novel. The 
main character of the novel is Dimple Das Gupta. The novel has a pessimistic 
approach. Dimple, the main protagonist struggles throughout the novel for her identity 
who was suppressed many times by the patriarchal society. Dimple in her imaginative 
world thinks that marriage brings all happiness for her but for Amit, “Marriage would 
bring her freedom, cocktail parties on carpeted lawns, fund- raising dinners for noble 
charities. Marriage would bring her love” (Wife 3). In addition to it, “Marriage, she 
was sure, would free her, and fill her with passion. Discreet and virgin, she waited for 
life to begin” (Wife13). 

It was a traumatic experience for Dimple when in the American Market she asked to 
buy a cheese cake in the shop of beef and other items. Dimple is lost in herself that 
she cannot identify the shop or see any difference between a cheese shop and beef 
shop:  

She walked in very quickly, her body taut with fear, walked past the 
glass case filled with pickles, salads, hanging salamins, nightmarishly 
pink roast beef, roast duck and turkey, square slabs of beige pate, 
rehearsing her sentence, and finally when the fat man had stopped 
laughing over a joke the shop man had told him, she asked,” Excuse 
me, please. I wish to purchase five hundred grams of cheesecake. Do 
you have it? (Wife 59)  

She is so terrified with the stern look of the shopkeeper that she thought the 
shopkeeper is going to kill her, “She was caught in the crossfire of an American 
communalism. She could not understand. She felt she would come very close to being 
killed on her third morning in America” (Wife 60). 

Mukherjee in her novels also depicts the unity which the immigrant Indians preserve 
in the foreign land. The unity of being Indian in the foreign land enables them to 
retain their identity. Ina Mullick is another character portrayed by the author. Ina is a 
chain smoker, flirts, drinks. She adopted American culture so much that it looks like 
more American than Americans. Ina says about Indian immigrants, “it takes them a 
year to get India out of their system. In the second year they have bought all the things 
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they have hungered for. So then they go back, or they stay here and vegetate or else 
they’ve got to live here like anyone else” (Wife 76). 

 Dimple suffers from nervous breakdown and her fantasy turns her neurotic. In 
her imagination of ending her life in seven different ways she assassinates her 
husband, Amit. Dimple’s suppression leads her to a disaster. 

 It is not an easy task for Dimple to assimilate the new culture and to adopt the 
language of a different country:  

At dinner they all sat on the floor and are with their fingers. The men 
were still talking of load centres and substations and line outage and 
high voltage power transmissions systems. Though watching television 
was slowly improving Dimple’s English, it still sounded like a foreign 
language to her” (Wife91). 

 There is always intense emotional experiences and attachment with the life, 
culture, home, country of the diasporans who are away from their homeland. A sense 
of nostalgia is always present in the minds. The feeling of isolation in exile whether it 
is forced or self-imposed develops a sense of longing for their ancestral home. In 
Desirable Daughters, there is a search for roots of the protagonist which associates 
her with her homeland. On her visit to her homeland, she isn’t accepted as one of 
them. She is seen as an American memsahib. She is treated as an outsider and this 
turns out to be very tragic to her like other diasporans. However, she has an intense 
longing for her host land. She fails to develop a sense of belonging neither for home 
nor for the host. 
 ‘Leave it to Me’, as the title indicates has a unique blend. It is an experimental 
novel by Mukherjee. It is a mixture of Greek and Hindu mythology. In Greek 
mythology human is at the centre where as in Hinduism destiny is at the centre. The 
story revolves around the main character Debby. In the novel, she has the quest of her 
identity. From the very start of the novel, the quest of the character for the search of 
her identity is seen. Debby, the main protagonist of the novel doesn’t know, who her 
biological parents were? Her anguish is seen in the following lines: “what have I done 
but why my mother did? The one who gave me birth as the one I am just beginning to 
claim. Like them, I took a god of a special time and place as my guide.”( Leave it to 
Me 9) 
Conclusion: The challenges faced by the diasporic women are varied and 
innumerable. They determine the course of their identities and significantly contribute 
to their transformative experiences of life there by enabling them to cope up and 
immerged triumphant in their societal roles in the host land and the foreign land. 
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