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Patriarchy- the ideology that holds men at the centre and women at the fringes legitimizes 
the inferior position of women in the society. It is through the continuous exposure and 
acclimatization of women in the society that they adapt to the patriarchal constraints. 
Patriarchy is the greatest obstacle in the way of women’s progress and development.  

This research paper aims to study the novel And Such is Her Fate (Originally Eho 
Hamara Jiwana) written by the Punjabi writer Dalip Kaur Tiwana and translated into 
English by Jai Rattan in order to analyze the unfair treatment that women receive from 
women despite sharing a common gender and knowing the problems of one-another.  
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Introduction 

Patriarchy is the ideology that sanctions superiority of men over women. Keeping men at 
the centre, it leads to marginalization of women in the society and pushes them to the 
fringes. The biological sex of a person gets transformed into gender through socio-
cultural interventions and attributes are associated with the genders. For instance, women 
are associated with all the qualities that men don’t have, such as docility, submissiveness, 
silence, patience, hospitality etc. whereas men are quantified  with qualities like logic, 
intellect, loudness, harshness etc. Women are believed to be lesser able as compared to 
men.  

Patriarchy finds an adequate expression in the writings of the Indian writers. Dalip Kaur 
Tiwana is a Punjabi writer of fiction who has written about the condition of women in the 
feudal as well as modern Punjab, which is not emancipated from the clasp of patriarchal 
values and holds women back from progress.  

And Such is Her Fate was originally written in Punjabi as Eho Hamara Jiwana (1969) and 
Tiwana was honoured with Sahitya Akademi Award for this novel in 1971. The novel 
presents the story of Bhano, who is introduced as a woman who has come to live with 
Narain, an alcoholic, as Dialo says in the opening of the novel, “They say that boozer 
Narain had gone for a dip in the holy Ganga and has brought a woman from there!” 
(Tiwana, 1). Bhano is a woman who is treated like a commodity in the novel. She is sold 
by her father to Sarwan. When Sarwan dies, she decides to commit suicide as she fears 
that she would either be taken away by Sarwan’s villainous brothers or would be sold 
again to someone. When Narain rescues her, he takes her to his house and they begin to 
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live together- with Bhano’s terrible past haunting her, making her a mentally absent kind 
of woman- something which is disliked by Narain. In the novel, even an alcoholic like 
Narain, who had accidentally found a beautiful, pure hearted and innocent woman like 
Bhano, abandons her when she is unable to produce a male child for him. He marries 
another woman and Bhano is taken away by another man- Fatta. In the novel, one can 
witness the women, who are lawfully wedded or proud mothers of male children are 
condemning Bhano and even calling her character into question. The novel, therefore, 
brings to the surface the plight of women in the patriarchal society and that her agonies 
intensify when she is subdued by even the women around her. 

Contribution of male characters in their plight 

Bhano belongs to a poor family and has a poor peasant father and an ailing 
brother. So, her father sells her to Sarwan, as Bhano tells Sant who is Narain’s 
neighbor: 

Amma, as they say, illness and litigation are a great curse. 
My brother’s illness brought us to the brink of ruin, First 
we had to sell our buffalo and then the bullocks. On the day 
father mortgaced our land he came back home looking very 
glum and went straight to his bed without eating. He even 
refused a drink of water. (Tiwana, 7) 

The circumstances of poor financial conditions led her father to sell her to Sarwan 
of Moranwalli, who had bachelor brothers who never missed an opportunity to harass 
her and to take advantage of her. “Its always a woman who suffers. The dice is loaded 
against her all the time. She is born with Sita’s curse on her head. Every house has a 
tale to tell” (Tiwana, 8). One day in the fields, irriated and frustrated, Sarwan’s 
brothers “hit him in a vital spot” (Tiwana, 9) and he passed away on the tenth day 
after being bed-ridden for nine days.  

To avoid her further misfortunes, Bhano runs away from her father’s house when 
Sarwan’s brothers express their desire to take Bhano with them as they had 
collectively paid her price. Narain rescues her when she jumps into Ganga to commit 
suicide and brings her to his house. They live together and Bhano perform all the 
household and wifely duties for Narain and turns his ill-managed house into a 
paradise and as Santi says, “She has made you a man from animal” (Tiwana, 23). 

 Narain’s friend Jagar has an evil eye on Bhano who keeps waiting for an 
opportunity to find her alone and finally finds one when Narain is not at home. He 
says to Bhano, “I say, Bhabi, sometimes be nice to your brother-in-law also” 
(Tiwana, 32). He finds her alone in the house, ignoring the frown on her face, Jagar 
grabs her: 

“You have my life hell! I’ve no peace of mind, in the day 
nor at night. For the last two months, I’ve just kept hanging 
around your house. Does Narain count for anything that 
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you spurn me all the time?” Jagar tightly held the 
struggling Bhano in his arms. (Tiwana, 33) 

It is evident that whatever is happening to her, she is not at fault. She is the victim 
who is, on the one hand being tried to be taken advantage of by Jagar and on the other 
hand she is presented as a cunning and bad woman in front of Narain. Narain, in 
turn,despite clarifying the things, beats her badly. Her problems intensify when she is 
not able to produce a child for Narain. Santi says to Bhano: 

I’ll ask for the boon of a child on your behalf. Why don’t 
you get yourself examined by the village mid-wife?.... 
Without a child, a woman is no better than a tinsel. Her 
sojourn through this world becomes meaningless. (Tiwana, 
78) 

In a patriarchal society, a woman loses her importance if she fails to give birth to 
a male child. The mothers of sons are treated like queens in the family. This is 
exemplified by Bhagwanti, the woman whom Narain buys when Bhano could not 
produce a male child. She produces a male child Kala for Narain and holds a position 
of power in the society. In the Postface to the novel, Harjeet Singh Gill writes: 

AND SUCH IS HER FATE by Dalip Kaur Tiwana can be 
taken as a creative exercise in women’s lib or an 
anthropomorphic statement on feminine condition in the 
lower class peasantry of the Punjab or an exploration in 
existential anthropology of this religion. (Tiwana, 121) 

Wringing by the women  

It is a noteworthy fact that women who are exposed to relatively better position in 
the society don’t fail to push the weaker ones further to the margins. In order to assert 
their being, they never fail to degrade others and condemn them. Tiwana also presnts 
such characters in the very opening of the novel when Bhano is introduced. Not even 
having suffient information about who the woman in Narain’s house is, they begin 
condemning and making fun of her: 

“But have you seen that wretch?” Bachni, who was 
combing her son’s hair, preparatory to sending him to 
school, asked. “A full-fledged woman to the hilt! God 
knows which innocent man she must have jilted preying 
upon Narain!” (Tiwana, 1) 

When Santi asks Dialo and Bachni not to talk ill about the woman about whom 
they hardly know anything, Bachni replies her: 

Amma, you don’t know the ways of these women. They are 
full of tricks. Had she been a simple woman would she 
have cared to cast her lot with that boozer Narain? One 
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wouldn’t even care to accept a wild plum from his hand. 
Oh, how he stinks! (Tiwana, 3) 

Also, when Jagar’s sister-in-law comes to know about the Jagar-Bhano episode, 
she condemns Bhano only and says that no man would dare to go to a woman if she is 
not throwing some hints at him. Bhano, throughout the novel, is presented as a cow-
like woman, who neither questions nor reciprocates to the situations.  

Bhagwanti is bought by Narain when Bhano could not give birth to a child. She 
considers herself the mistress of the house and further ill-treats Bhano. She quarrels 
with her unnecessarily and at times, even does not allow her to even touch her son. 
She announces: 

If she stays in the house, she may have to do some work. If 
you have eyes to see you must have noticed that she’s 
always taking it out on me. You’re aware of my situation 
and I’ve to drudge like a slave. (Tiwana, 108) 

Looking at the things from another perspective, it is not alone Bhano’s 
victimization in the patriarchal social set-up but Bhagwanti’s as well. She is a woman 
brought to Narain’s house with the dream of becoming mistress of the house. It seems 
that she also has a problem in bearing another woman in her house. She tries to keep 
Bhano away from Narain. When she’s pregnant, she needs someone to help her in the 
domestic chores. Bhano, though it is not her fault, always seems to be lost somewhere 
in her past.  

Conclusion   

In Tiwana’s And Such is Her Fate, there are numerous incidents where women 
are portrayed subduing women- whether consciously or unconsciously. Tiwana 
portrays her male characters as typical patriarchs who treat woman as a commodity, 
use her when they need her and hardly pay any heed to her after the purpose is served. 
Her women characters are also depicted as the victims of patriarchy. Over the time, 
with their continuous exposure to Patriarchy, the dominant ideology of the Indian 
society, women internalize it and begin to accept it as their own ideology. They get 
conditioned in such a way that they hardly realize that they are being exploited or are 
victimizing the other women being women themselves.  
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