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Pythagoras, the renowned Greek Philosopher was born on the Island of Samos in the 
Aegean Sea. As the founder of first philosophical school in Europe named Pythagorean 
Brotherhood, he was best known for his Number theory. Above all, he was a mystic - 
ethical philosopher. He formed a brotherhood community, which aims to reform the 
society, whose attention turned to ethics, religion and politics and was noted for the ideal 
behavior, conduct and friendships. Later on the Pythagorean ideal were developed to 
cultivate political and ethical virtues for the good of the state and the society by his 
followers. This article aims to derive certain mystical notions of this renowned 
philosopher. 
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Pythagoras, as the disciple of Anaximander, was struck by the metaphysical theory of 
Apeiron of Anaxi mander .This concept formed the stepping stone for the development of 
his philosophy of oneness. Apeiron is a higher level philosophical concept. According to 
this theory the basic substance of the universe is undivided, and in differentiated matter. 
This matter has qualitatively unlimited. It has the potentiality to develop the creatures of 
the world. Everything comes from Apeiron and return to Apeiron. This perennial concept 
was later on elaborated by Pythagoras in his philosophy.   

       Pythagorean influenced even the followers and practices of the coming centuries 
after him because his philosophy of perennial wisdom or knowledge was aimed at reform 
the conduct and character of an individual as a whole. His purpose was to cultivate a 
Eudaemonian society and also to cultivate a virtue from inside among them. In order to 
realize this perennial wisdom, he emphasized the need of moral training, control of the 
various desires of individual being, subdue the passions, and to harmonize the soul. The 
Pythagoreans teach the importance of purification of life and participation in virtuous 
activities. Here purification means to wear out the entire karmic particles from inside the 
soul. This is the realization of unification of soul with the reality. 

         When we analyse, we can understand that the early Greek perennial philosophy 
started from the thoughts of Pythagoras itself.  Later it was fully developed by the Neo- 
Platonists. Researches says that even the traces of Pythagorean perennialism flourished 
among the early Greek in the form of religious revivals, which had its aim concentrated 
in the purification of life and was aimed at getting the participation of the entire people in 
worship. Particularly this form of religious revivalism was expressed itself and was called 
as mysteries. In the teachings of these mysteries, the future destiny of the soul was made 
dependent on man’s conduct during his earthly life, and rules were laid down for the 
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governance of man’s conduct. Internal purification is the essence to reach the oneness of 
reality. This is what we called union with reality. 

            In Greek Philosophy, the term Henosis represents the union with the Absolute. 
Henosis is an ontological process of consciousness via meditation towards inner silence 
process. It is a void self which identifies the union meeting of self with reality. 
Pythagoras emphasis on reaching this level as the ultimate aim of an individual and only 
through this inner purification one can realize the oneness of the reality. I.e., before this 
oneness there is a duality among the self and the reality. It is a separate entity. This is 
what we call as a parallel entity of self and reality. The aim and purpose of each being is 
to unify one attribute with the Absolute. It is a perfect unanimity of self identification. 
This is similar to the philosophy of tabula rasa – a clean slate in Locke’s philosophy. The 
higher stage or Absolute oneness is Absolute Simplicity. This Absolute simplicity 
Pythagoras may mean that the Nous or the person is dissolved completely absorbed back 
in to the monad. All division of human attribute is reconciled in the monad or one source. 
The reconciliation of human self with Absolute in oneness. It is the imminent, 
transcendental, or the ultimate stage of a Being. We can see this type of perennial 
knowledge and wisdom in the philosophy of Pythagoras. 

             According to Pythagoras the higher level of oneness can be experienced by each 
individual in his life time. It is the realization of truth, the mystical experience to realize 
the ultimate reality. Every person’s mystical experience is an intuitive understanding and 
realization of the meaning of existence. 

Perennialism philosophy of pythagoras pointing towards the following concepts 

• Gods existence and essence 
• The primordial world of wisdom 
• Creation of real world 
• Existence of self 

 

             In order to propagate his philosophy, Pythagoreans developed a mystical school 
in Greek, which is known as the first organized and influential, philosophical school in 
ancient Greek. It is known as the first philosophical and religious movement or cult 
called pythagorianism and he was the first man to call himself a philosopher. I.e., the 
lover of wisdom. Here music was the greatest meditative technique and tool for achieving 
the higher level of transcendence. To him music is outer meditation and meditation is 
inner realization of music. When meditation and music meet, world and God meet, matter 
and consciousness meet. This is ‘unto mystica’- mystic union.  

              Most important particularity of Pythagoras is that he tried to culminate religion 
and science in his journey of mysticism. But when we analyses history, Religion and 
science have been in conflict for centuries. Religion and science have been fighting as 
enemies. For centuries the religion did not allow science to develop and grow. Religion 
was afraid of science. For Pythagoras, science is a search for truth in the objective world 
and religion is a search for truth in the subjective world, and he even tried to Form his 
perennial wisdom and oneness through his scientific Number theory. His central insight 
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was the number and considered it as the heart of cosmos. He is of the opinion that 
everything in the universe can be measured by numbers. It is the basic essence behind all 
things. Numbers are essentially a unit of measurement, of quality and practically 
everything. For Him, number was a universal principle, as fundamental. Numbers are the 
metaphysical expressions in a universal manner. So the philosophical perennialism deep 
rooted in the concept of numbers. He expressed the idea that the number ‘One’ is not a 
single number; it is the unity or monad. This unity is the principle behind numbers, which 
are the “manifestation of diversity in a unified continuum”. 

Conclusion 

 Pythagoras mysticism tried to formulate a balance between scientific rationalism with 
the religious spirits. He got his spiritual values through his spiritual aspiration which 
made him to travel long way into the higher realm of esoteric inner philosophies of the 
world. His whole aim was the purification of inner soul in order to get a reflection into 
the philosophy of universal oneness of the world. That is the reason why His philosophy 
is better known as perennial wisdom and the whole specialty of this perennial wisdom is 
that he tried to make a balance between philosophy, religion and the science in order to 
achieve the mystical union of the world. 
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