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Etymologically, ‘resource’ refers to two separate words-‘re’ and ‘source’ that indicate 
any thing or substance that may occur unhindered many more times. The term 
‘Resource’ had no special significance till the early part of the twentieth century. 
Forests are close association of plants. According to Aller and sharp. It is a 
community of trees and associated organisms covering a considerable area, utilizing 
air, waters and minerals to attain maturity and to produce itself and capable of 
furnishing man and land with indispensable products and services. 

Introduction: 
Forestry and forest based industries still play a key role in some parts of the world. 
Importance of forest in the day-to-day life and economy of some region can hardly be 
exaggerated. Even today, numerous people including large number of tribal 
population, nomads and primitive people are solely dependent on forest products. 
Besides, all countries be it developed, developing or underdeveloped are somehow or 
other engaged in forestry. The functions of forests can be grouped into two types, 
direct functions and indirect functions.Direct functions of the forest food, clothing, 
shelter, fuel, raw material for industries, other necessary products, medicinal plants, 
ecological balance. Indirect function of theforest influence on climate, influence on 
soil, influence on natural disasters, shelter, desertification, recreation travel and 
tourism.  
KEYWORDS:industries,Agricultural Organization,tropical rainforest. 

Study Objectives:  
The present study has the following objectives, to study the Discussionforest resource. 
Data Base &Methodology: 
The data has been furnished from the related articles, research papers. Some data has 
furnished the websites & as well as time magazine. For the present research paper the 
primary and secondary sources have been used. Materials from various libraries have 
been collected. The articles regarding to it have been read thoroughly. The descriptive 
and analytical research methods has been used for this research paper. 
 
Discussion in the Forest resource:forests are very unevenly distributed over the 
globe. The original forest cover in most of the areas are either destroyed on modified 
by human interference. Spatially, forests are not very homogeneous. Latitudinal, 
climatically and pedagogically forest vary markedly in regions. Different physico-
climo-pedological and socio-economic reasons are liable for modifications of the 
original forest cover. The major factors for forest distributions are temperature, 
rainfall, pedogenic or soil factor, altitude, slope, presence of air and sunshine.  
Forest Cover of the earth: - In 1990, region wise F.A.O. (Food and Agricultural 
Organization) assessment revealed that around 40% of the earth’s landmass extending 
over 5.1 billion hectares were covered by woodlands and forsts. Among this, only 3.4 
billion hectares of land can be designated as forest while the rest 1.7 billion hectares 
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are either scrub, woodland or simple bush. Among the different forest regions of the 
world, by far the most important forest is the tropical forest. Its magnitude and density 
are immense. Tropical forest occupy nearly 1.8 billion hectares of land cover on earth 
in 1990 around 50% of the total forest cover of the earth In these tropical forest the 
rainforests covered nearly 714 million hectares in 1990. 
Classification ofForest:-The United Nation Food and Agricultural organization 
(FAO) classified plain land forests into five broad types based on annual rainfall. 
1. Rainforest 
2. Moist deciduous 
3. Dry deciduous 
4. Very dry deciduous 
5. Desert vegetation. 

Besides these, the forest situated above the altitudes of 800 metres can again be 
subdivided into three hill and Mountain foresti) Wet Mountain ii) Moist Mountain 
iii) Dry Mountain. Apart from this classification on the basis of climate, forest can 
also be classified in the following ways: Classification of forest on the basis of 
Nature and Structure. A) On the basis of leaf-structure a) Coniferous b) Broad-
leaved. B) On the basis of softness of wood a) Hard-wood b) Soft-wood C) on the 
basis of leaf shedding a) Evergreen. b) Deciduous.  
1. Equatorial Moist Evergreen or Rainforest: - Location- This evergreen forest 

hardwood forest is the natural vegetation of low – latitude high precipitation zone. 
This vegetation generally, occur in between 100N. ans S. of equator where annual 
rainfall is very high and distributed equitably throughout the year. The total extent 
of tropical rainforest was 714 million hectares in 1990, which is half of the 
world’s forest cover. Spatially, this forest is distributed in three separate regions. 
a) South American Amazonia basin b) Equatorial Africa c) Asia d) South East 
Asia. 

2. Tropical Deciduous Forest: -Location: in tropical monsoon region where rainfall 
is seasonal and a definite dry season exists, this deciduous and semi-evergreen 
forest are prevalent. Unike Equatorial region here variation of trees in different 
regions are much more. a) India, Myanmar, Indonesia, Thailand, laos, Cambodia, 
south china, Philippines etc. b) Northern Australia. c) Margins of tropical 
rainforest in Africa d) Central South America.   

3. Mediterranean Forests: - Location; primarily found in the Mediterranean 
climate within 350-450 North and South of the equator. a) Adjacent regions of 
Mediterranean coast,extending,east-west over 2,500 kms covering countries like 
Portugal, Spain, France, Italy, Albania, Greece, Turkey etc. b) California in 
U.S.A. of N. America c) Central Chile of S. America d) S-E and southern parts of 
Australia e) Cape region of South Africa. This type of vegetation covers an area of 
nearly 80 million hectares of land. 

4. Temperate broad leaved deciduous and Mixed Forest:-Location: In the eastern 
side of the in warm temperate region, this forest is located in a) South china b) 
South Japan c) South Africa d) South East Australia e) South Brazil. 

5. Warm Temperate Broad leaved Deciduous Forest: -Location: In warm 
temperate region, where temperature remains above 60 C least 6 months of the 
year. This forest developed in central and north west China, Korea, Japan, New 
Zealand and Tasmania. 

6. Coniferous Forest :- Location: In both the hemisphere 500-700 latitude, this forest 
extends through Europe, Asia and North America in Northern hemisphere and 
Chile, Argentina and New Zealand in Southern hemisphere. In Switzerland 
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Sweden, Norway and Finland in Europe, North Japan, North China in Asia C.I.C. 
in Eurasia and Canada. In North America this coniferous forest is known as Taiga. 
35% of the total global forest extending over1, 200 million hectares is included in 
the coniferous forest. 

Resource and Wealth: - In day to day life a common man often uses the terms 
resource and wealth for same purpose and meaning. Both the words signify the same 
expression. But in economics and resource study these words convey separate 
meanings. Wealth, as stated by noted economist J.M. Keynes, “consists of all 
potentially exchangeable means of satisfying human wants’’. So, wealth must possess 
utility, function ability scarcity and Transferability. But wealth is always measurable, 
i.e. wealth can be expressed in terms of measuring unit like rupees. So, all wealth are 
resource but all resources are not wealth. Resource incorporates much more than 
wealth in a sense that culture, technology, innovative power, skill and different other 
aspects are included in the realm of resource.  
Social Forestry in India: - The famous ‘Chipko’ movement under the leadership of 
SundarlalBahuguna, Arabari project in west Bengal and serveral other regional and 
local movements have able to create a conducive atmosphere for social forestry all 
over India. 
Our motto in this regarad should be Mahatma Gandhi’s famous dictum: 
Nature has enough for our NEED 
 Not enough for our GREED 
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