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It is very difficult to comprehend history against the flow of the present. This article 
comes up with the history of slavery in America and its justification in the eyes of the 
African Americans. Slavery is understood in terms of suffering of the slaves deprived of 
freedom. Slavery seems to be in continuous moment but supposed to have been resolved. 
The swing of the pendulum against time has brought a whole lot of revolution on the 
American soil from the days of slavery. History mirrored the days of slavery in the 
present where many lives were lost. This article explores a bleak vision of the dark days 
of suffering against the bright days of development. Huge differences in terms of 
development were in accordance with time. History showed the way to overcome the 
challenges in a progressive manner towards growth. History created huge interest and 
curiosity in knowing and acknowledging the facts of events to the modern days. One 
learns the key issues affecting the society from historical days to the present. It provides a 
base for analyzing the facts from wider perspectives keeping in view the spoken 
communication. 
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Introduction 

Africans were enslaved against humanity on the American soil for generations together. 
They were forced to adapt to the working environment irrespective of their valuable life. 
The enslaved slaves were considered property to work hard for their masters while they 
had all the pleasures of life. Slaves were bought and sold by their masters of all 
descriptions for good and bad intentions in the centre of the market place. They were 
insured in case of any loss. The policies protected them in case of any threats or damages 
by their property. Enslavers valued them in every way for their work and benefits. They 
were bonded for their entire lifespan from birth to death. The bondage showed their state 
of life. They were treated as animals rather than human beings. It was the cruelty meted 
out on the slaves against human affection. The roots of innocent life of slaves were 
corrupted by the invasion of foreign power for the purpose of slavery. Slaves used to sing 
during enslavement as it was the only means of expressing life. Most of the songs sung 
by the slaves during the time of slavery mirror the horrors of slave life. 

Slavery prevailed and existed in parts of the world and also in America. It comes up with 
the forced labor system against human nature. Slave owners held innocent Africans in 
bondage as slaves in slavery. Slavery in the human world is seen as an evil. Slaveholding 
became a place of profitability that neglected care and concern of the slaves. Slaves lost 
their lives due to pain, sufferings and diseases. In the slave holdings as an institution, 
slave families have lead a miserable life irrespective of work. Slavery segregated and 
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discriminated the slaves among them so as to maintain the work. History begins with the 
arrival of African slaves onto the American colonies in changing the course of actions for 
the sole purpose of enslavement. African slaves worked on the American soils for 
generations together in building the American continent. They worked from dawn to 
dusk. It showed the days of slavery for about 400 years in which the journey was not a 
pleasant one. One could not ever imagine about the sufferings and endurance in slavery 
in its true facts. Masters enslaved millions of slaves in shaping the American history. The 
slave trade increased with the demands for slaves to work in the colonies as the masters 
depended on them. It produced huge money from the production of goods for traders in 
transporting it between America, Europe and African continents. Slavery in the Americas 
brought huge economic wealth to Europe. America progressed due to immigration of 
white masters and migration of African slaves. 

Establishments paved way to supply raw materials for Europe where small scale 
industries manufactured semi finished goods for trade.  Goods were supplied to 
manufacture textiles and other commodities due to lack of availability. Europe witnessed 
the spinning of the wool into thread to manufacture clothes that were transported to 
America via Africa along with commodities such as rum, guns and others that were sold 
and exchanged for slaves. The transaction took place between the Europeans and the 
native rulers of West Africa in return for the ships. Africans resisted the fear of being 
carried away from their homeland Africa to the New World by the Europeans but was 
futile. They were targeted and subjugated than being expected of their living conditions. 
They were oppressed and segregated against societal norms from their family and 
community. Discrimination in slavery for years together made them to uplift themselves 
from its clutches. Slavery dehumanized them in the eyes of the laws that were strict to 
limit the rights of the slaves. Earlier, there was no law prevailing in colonial America for 
the hardened slaves, runaway slaves and others who were punished severely by the 
whims and fancies of their Masters. Slavery as a chattel institution depicted slaves as 
property. The master could possess the slaves legally as their servants irrespective of 
considerations. Slaves were burdensome to their masters and mistresses due to lack of 
developments that hindered progress. It was weighed down with unhappiness and was 
considered natural for enslaving the slaves of a particular group. The differences were 
deep down in terms of characters, cultures, intellect, religion, philosophy, spirituality, 
morality and other factors that were acceptable. It was considered inferior while 
analyzing the superiority related to developments. It cannot be rooted out or erased in the 
society against its sustenance. Slavery became a practice and was symbolized as a 
passing status for generations together. Slaves wondered about their situation of being 
hard against the cruelty of the destiny. Slaves prayed the God to have some mercy upon 
them against the hardships of slavery from which they can be relieved. Slavery prevailed 
to such an extent that the slave sufferings became dynamic. Human trafficking and 
deportation of slaves from Africa worsened the state of affairs in America as the slaves 
revolted against their ill treatment.  Slaves questioned slavery in its justification. Series of 
events formed the boundary for self transformation towards freedom. The social 
environment was not favorable to achieve the spatial fantasy of growth but the younger 
generations stood upfront towards progress. In due course, America was built on the 
blood of the slaves against its development. History of slavery is understood in all visible 
aspects contrast to investigations of facts. Experiences of slavery are understood through 
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sufferings that makes way for solidarity. It has been fractured by the modern debate and 
discussions. Analysis and communication reproduces history of slavery in a unique 
manner that may mislead its justification. 

Theoretical Framework 

 The living conditions of slaves were not conducive on the plantations and in the houses 
as expected by them. It was a miserable atmosphere than a cheerful one. Field slaves 
worked on the plantations from sun rise to sunset until precious life is lost while the 
house slaves did most of the domestic works in the master’s houses. Their experiences 
differed due to work environments. Slaves were ill treated rather than in a humble 
manner by the cruel masters who did not provide enough food to them. Weekly, food 
rations were provided than a regular basis. The slaves prepared meals and consumed in 
their individual cabins on every Saturdays dissimilar to everyday routine. Some resorted 
to steal food from their master’s houses while others depended on the leftovers making 
way for severe punishments. Slaves in dwellings, cabins and other places were living a 
simple life but were happy in their own world. The material importance attracted the 
enslaved slaves to lead a new kind of life like that of their masters. Once a year, during 
Christmas, slaves were provided clothing according to their needs. Children were most of 
the time unclothed until they reached the age of adolescence. The master was the sole 
provider of basic things to slaves such as food, clothing and shelter that was minimal in 
quantity and quality to survive in slavery. The slaves in the master’s houses dressed well 
according to the required standards and expectations. The relationships between the 
master and slave differed with that of the freeman. The master ordered the slave every 
work while the freeman was not under any obligations. Slaves worked as a bonded or 
forced laborer dissimilar to paid laborer. Paid laborer was almost a freeman but the slaves 
were somewhat dependent on their masters for survival. Masters considered that it was 
their right to guide the slaves in their developments while a freeman had enough 
opportunities to survive on his own but misfortune could land him in trouble. The house 
slaves acted as a messenger of information of various kinds such as gossips, warnings etc. 
to other enslaved fellows while the field slaves developed an attitude of unity through 
their works but some took sides of their masters. The living conditions of the slaves in 
slavery with that of their masters brought in huge changes in the development of physical 
and psychological behaviors. The life of a slave projects the state of living through his or 
her earnings towards acquiring freedom. The masters extracted work while the slaves 
were downhearted to earn money even though they lacked the ability to count. The 
masters had the power to exercise power over the slaves and in turn made the slaves to 
support them. The exploitation of moral standards against real facts drew attention of the 
world about the sufferings of the slaves. It projected the attacks on slavery that were 
condemned by the people in contrast to moral ethics. It opened the eyes of the slaves in 
contrast to darkness of enslavement towards advancement and emancipation. A slave 
truly worked hard in achieving freedom towards growth. Slaves undermined their masters 
in terms of superiority who were well advanced. Masters were civilized in comparison to 
the slaves being considered savage. Slavery witnessed changes in the life on terms of 
revolts, resistance that disrupted work the environment of an enslaved slave whose 
community was dominated by the master. Slaves in the urban areas worked in favorable 
conditions than the enslaved slaves in rural areas. The urban slaves had much freedom 
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than that of the rural slaves. Slaves were ill treated and abused to a greater extent as 
human properties making them revolt against brutal beatings, torturing, harassment and 
other kinds of forces. The history of slavery and its forms varied due to the existing 
circumstances from places across times. The urban slaves worked in shipyards, 
warehouses and other places earning enough money for their livelihood in contrast to the 
enslaved slaves in the plantations deprived of basic facilities. The workload of the slaves 
depended on the type of work assigned. Slaves of the master took in most of the jobs in 
the lower category that threatened the white workers of job security. Slaves were held in 
bondage by the cruel masters against freedom to extract labor in building America. 
Slavery evolved as an economic institution in practice where there was no consideration 
of justice to human cruelty meted out on the slaves. Slaves were not recognized as human 
beings as they were denied every right. Slaves were whipped severely by their master for 
not doing the work until and unless their soul left the body. Slaves suffered intensely 
under the hands of their cruel masters. The relationship between masters and slaves was 
not favorable due to the differences that prevailed. Disharmony would soon lead to 
violence. Slaves did not have access to education nor had the power to question their 
masters. If so, they were branded for transgression. The social and economic system was 
supported by the institution called slavery. The constant resistance and rebellion to 
slavery unified the slaves to fight for their cause of achieving freedom against their 
masters. It would include non- working, mutiny, refusal to eat and other tactics. Slaves 
were smart enough to elude the dangers from their masters but were caught for severe 
punishment such as whipping. Slaves would try hard to escape the violence of slavery 
towards peace but unable to do so as they were born in it. Slaves were disobedient in 
every way in opposition to the expectations of the masters for their ill treatment. Some 
were kind enough to provide sufficient food to their slaves who in turn appreciated them 
as caring. American histories lead to a series of consequences in the progressive periods 
due to the impact of slavery. Slaves were the victims of slavery whose uprising attracted 
huge attentions in its abolition. The abolitionist helped slaves to free themselves from 
slavery in America. One has to appreciate the courage in acquiring freedom with little or 
no help. Society developed an anti - slavery attitude in building a well reformed place for 
living in opposition to slavery.  Slavery and its downfall analyzed many issues that need 
to be worked such as poverty, post slavery, modern politics etc. The effects of slavery 
continue to prevail in the society in understanding its consequences. It makes way for 
exploring historical perspective in relation to developments with modern trends. The 
origins of history have to be understood through the modern facts of hypothesis. The role 
of the slaves are asserted in achieving freedom but the role of the masters in building a 
society on the American soil are also accepted but not on the life of the slaves. Making 
amends for the injustices done during slavery in the New World America would help to 
develop social equality.  

Results and discussions:  

Slavery as an institution was cruel in its functioning but in the due process efforts were 
made to abolish it. The major question is that, is slavery abolished at the stages of revolts 
or continues to exist in the shadow needs to be answered. Historians, analyst and critics 
think that it is supposed to have been resolved but the consequences have lived ever after. 
The slaves deserved freedom from all aspects and nothing could hold them back in 
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achieving it through struggle. The efforts to escape from slavery were futile in achieving 
freedom because of the failure of the plans.  Plans were basically based on poor 
understanding of the existing conditions. Most of the slaves were inclined towards 
violence to achieve freedom from slavery as it was the means considered easy. It was 
sinful and cruel in the eyes against virtues and compassion.  

Slaves took the route of emancipation that was of violence and bloodshed in contrast to 
gentleness and life. Solution to resolve the issue was only through freeing of slaves rather 
than holding them in bondage. It happened in early 17th C leaving behind the influential 
legacy of slaves and the declining concept of slavery. Knowledge made way towards 
freedom against all hurdles. The practice of segregation by the masters made way for 
emancipation of the slaves by developing unity among them. Times talk about the 
historical points of view and that of its post. It was the withdrawal of the state’s right but 
would lead to a major acceptance. It happened in the 18th C so that the slavery laws can 
be reviewed. Laws emerged out of slavery variant to vicious things for justice upon the 
slaves. Founders of the Constitution fought for the approval of the law distinct to troubles 
in achieving the slave’s motto of liberation and emancipation. Slaves asserted that it is 
safe and secure in identifying themselves as African American in the coming days. Slaves 
looked forward to freedom from the clutches of slavery as African American so that they 
can contribute to the American society without any hindrances. Dreams turned real in life 
through a revolutionary way against the established order. 

Slavery led to revolutions in America for many centuries as it emerged as a legal 
institution. Developments were supported by African Americans who were no longer 
considered slaves. Changes highlighted the leadership of the African Americans in 
building the American society. African American freedom prevailed in almost all regions 
of the America against captivity. The gradual change towards progress can be witnessed 
in America with the flow of times. The eternal war against slavery was a crime against 
humanity that is justified towards harmony. The acknowledgement of truth about the 
days of struggle by the younger generations is through analysis of collective memories. 
Self reliance is seen as a goal achieved than being dependent by the African Americans in 
the American society.        

Conclusions and future research questions: 

The freed slaves would support the cause of the societal developments like any human 
beings. Abolitionist viewed slavery as more sinful than any other. It made them stand up 
front and take actions for the needs of the slaves. Slaves are finally recognized as human 
beings irrespective of the state in which they survived slavery. Slavery was the main 
issue to cause a fight between the masters and the slaves. Peaceful abolition of slavery 
would not have been successful in achieving human rights as anti slavery movements 
cropped up. Slavery is understood in terms of its legacy rather than in relation to 
changing times. Slaves were deprived of their rights in terms of humanity as slavery was 
harsh. Upon seeing slavery in America to human life, the existence shocked the world of 
its horrific savagery. It can be traceable to the present time by highlighting the true facts. 
Slavery was on the edge of declining during the later part of 18thC but many slaves had 
not achieved freedom. 
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History emphasizes slavery in modern times by condemning the occurrence of events. 
Slaves preserved their crude experiences of slavery through acts of singing to the younger 
generations so that they can gain some knowledge about the functioning of the world. 
Slaves voiced their opinion about the injustices meted out on them to overcome the 
treachery of their evil masters. The voice of the slaves showed resistance and struggle to 
their masters so as to prevent any kind of harm upon them as well as their coming 
generation.  

Slavery is utmost condemnable in today’s world like that of the past for its horrifying 
events that led to degradation of life beyond imagination. It divided the masters between 
huge profits and moral values while the slaves were divided between reality and destiny 
that raised concerns.   

Slaves mirrored inhumanity of slavery disagreed with living in which they existed. The ill 
treatment of slaves was condemned as unjust and illegal. Practice of slavery was 
officially banned but it prevails in some form and corner. It brought great changes in the 
lives of the slaves by recognizing them as human beings. 

If slavery had not existed then there would have been a change in the course of history. 
Peace would have prevailed and war would never have taken place in dominating the 
world. The ascendency made way to conquest the Slaves by the Masters. Is it justifiable? 
The question has to be analyzed.   

References:  

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/slave   Web Accessed on 31 
December 2018. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery_in_the_United_States   Web Accessed on 
31 December 2018. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery    Web Accessed on 31 December 2018. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African-American_history   Web Accessed on 31 
December 2018. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Master%E2%80%93slave_morality   Web Accessed 
on 31 December 2018. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_slave   Web Accessed on 31 December 2018. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_Negro   Web Accessed on 31 December 2018. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Justice   Web Accessed on 31 December 2018. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Africa   Web Accessed on 31 December 2018. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_Americans   Web Accessed on 31 
December 2018. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas   Web Accessed on 31 December 2018. 



Online International Interdisciplinary Research Journal, {Bi-Monthly}, ISSN 2249-9598, Volume-09, Jan 2019 Special Issue (01) 

 

 w w w . o i i r j . o r g                      I S S N  2 2 4 9- 9 5 9 8 
 

Page 119 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abolitionism   Web Accessed on 31 December 
2018. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_World   Web Accessed on 31 December 2018. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Americas   Web Accessed on 31 December 2018. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States   Web Accessed on 31 December 
2018. 

 

 

 


